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What’s
News

Business 2 Finance
it ot

#+ Health-insurance costs
are climbing at the steepest
rate in years, with some pro-
jecting that the biggest in-
crease in more than a decade
will wallop businesses and
their workers in 2024, AT

# Walmart is paying some
new store workers less than
it would have three months
ago. & sign that employers
are seeking to cut labor
costs as the once-hot mar-
ket for hourly staff cooals. AT

# French billionaire Fran-
gois-Henri Pinault’s family
imnvestment firm agreed to
buy a majority stake in Hol-
Iywood talent agency CAA
fromn private-equity firm
TRG, the companies said. B1

# The S&P 500 declined for
a third consecutive trading
day, falling 0.2%, while the
asdaq retreated 0.9% and
the Dow gained 0.2%. B1

# China’s exports d| for
a fourth straight month in Au-
gust, bringing little relief to the
country from a deepening eco-
nomic malaise and weighing

on the global trade cutlock. AF

#* Former FTX executive
Ryan Salame became the
fourth associate of company
founder Sam Bankman-Fried
to plead guilty to criminal
charges tied to the collapse
of the crypte exchange. B1

#* The SEC is investigating
billionaire Ryan Cohen's own-
ership and surprise sale of
Bed Bath & Beyond shares
at a time when such so-
called meme stocks were all
the rage with investors. B1

+ Apple faced a new com-
petitive threat im China as

Huawei released a smart-

phone capable of ultrafast
data connectivity. B1

World - Wide
—_—————

# A jury convicted former
White House trade adviser
Peter Mavarro of contempt of
Cengress charges for defying
a subpoena from the House
committee investigating the
attack on the Capitol. A4

+ Canada appointed a judge
to lead a probe into alleged
foreign interference into the
country’s politics, months af-
ter security officials said
they believed China's Com-
munist Party paid agents to
thwart Trudeau's rivals in
the 2027 general election. AB

# California’s legislature
passed a first-in-the-nation
excise tax on firearms and
ammunition, the latest in a se-
ries of strict gun laws to gain
traction in the Democratic-
controlled legislature. A6

#+ The manhunt for an es-
caped Pennsylvania inmate
entered its second week as
law-enforcement officials
continued their search while
urging local residents to re-
main vigilant. A3

# Biden will nominate Mike
Wihitaker to kead the FAA, the
White House said, the admin-
istration’s latest attempt to
imstall permanent leadership
at the air-safety regulator. A6

+ Railroads that fail to pro-
vide reliable service could be
ordered to share tracks with
competitors under a pro-
posed rule that backers say
would increase competition
im the transportation of
goods across the LS. A3

+ Deepening global ri il
will overshadow this week's
G-20 gathering as the lead-
ers of China and Russia stay
home and the LS. seeks ta
strengthen ties to India as a
counter to Beijing. AB
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Head-Spinning Heat Hangs On

CHAMNNEL HOPPING: A swimmer in the British seaside resort of Brighton leaps into the
Emnglish Channel on Thursday seeking relief from the higher-than-usual temperatures that

continue to bake the UK. and the Continent late into the summer

Employers’

Health-

Plan

Costs to Swell

By Anna WiLDE MaTHEWS

Health-insurance costs are
climbing at the steepest rate
in years, with some projecting
the biggest increase in more
than a decade will wallop
businesses and their workers
in 2024.

Costs for employer coverage
are expected to surge around
B6.5% for 2024, according to
major  benefits  © ulting
firms Mercer and Wi Taw-
ers Watson, which provided
their survey results to The
Wall Street Journal.

Such a boost could add sig-
nificantly to the price tag for
employer plans that already
average more than $14,600 a

vear per employee, driving up
health-insurance costs that are
among the higzest expenses
for many U.S. companies and a

drain on families' finances.
Employers worry the hike
might signal a new trajectory,
with health costs resuming
the rapid upward march of the
early Z000s. Now, though, big
increases would come on top
of a total annual cost per cowv-
ered family that is often
equivalent to the purchase
price of a small car. These in-
creases come at a time when
employers are reluctant to add
to out-of-pocket charges that
have left some of their work-
ers in debt or unable to get
Flease turn topage A4

Walmart Cuts Wage

For Some New StafT

By Saran NassavER

Walmart is paying some
new store workers less than it
would have three months ago,
a sign that employvers are
seeking to cut labor costs as
the once-hot market for
hourly staff coals,

The country's largest pri-
vate employer changed its
wage structure for hourly
workers in mid-July, accord-
ing to documents reviewed by
The Wall Street Journal and
Walmart employees.

Under the new structure,
most new hires will earn the
bowest possible hourly wage for

that store. In the past., some
new hires, such as those who
collect items for online orders,
WL e slightly more
than other new staff members,
such as cashiers.

The wage-structure change
comes after Walmart and other
Large employvers have for years
steadily raised wages and
added benefits to attract work-
ers in a tight labor market. The
retailer’s latest move suggests
that the stresses companies are
facing in trying to find employ-
ees are easing and that they
need to find waws to offset
those wage increases.

Please turn fo page AG

Blue-Collar
Industries
Accelerate
Bid to Hire
Women

By Saran CHANEY CamMBON
AnD Saprina Siomoun

WASHINGTON—Ashley Lair
was struggling o pay rent
when she decided to leave her
bartending job last year and
pursue @ new career im the
construction industry.

MNow, a wear into her ap-
prenticeship, Lair drives haul
trucks and transports dirt,
gravel and rocks for a highway
project. She earns $38 an
hour, plus owvertime—maore
than double her pay as a bar-
tender. The Redmond, Ore..
resident no longer worries
abeut affording rent.

“l hawe fun telling people
wiho knew mwe from bartending
what I do for a living now,” said
Lair, 34 years old. “I'm like, ‘Oh,
1 run heawy eguipment,’ and
they re like, “What?!" =

The Biden administration
and the construction industry
are urging other women to
embrace Lair's unorthodox ca-
reer path. The 550 billion, bi-
partisan infrastructure law
passed in 2021 has funded
nearly 3T.000 projects to da
and is projected to create mi
lions of jobs. But that boom in
investment comes amid a na-
tionwide shortage of infra-
structure workers.

The federal government is
waorking with tradeswomen or-
ganizations and local govern-
ments to help women enter
and stay in the labor force, de-
veloping  strategies that in-
clude offering child-care ser-
vices and addressing gender-
based violence and harassment
in the workplace, officials said.

“It’s an economic necessity
to figure out how to attract,
train and retain women into
these fields if we're going to
get the job done,” Commerce
Secretary Gina Raimondo said

Please turn topage A2

Musk’s Impulses Remake Twitter

Favors for friends such as Kanye West follow his takeover of platform now called X

Kanye Wesl reached out to his
friend Elon Musk early this yvear for a

favor: Let me back on Twitter.

By Georgia Wells, Alexa Corse

and Kirsten Grind

The social-media platform had sus-
pended West in December for violating
its rule against hate speech after he
posted an image of a swastika merged
with a Star of David. The musician and
designer, who goes by the name Ye, has
been considering a 2024 presidential
run, according to people familiar with

himself

his plans, and his campaign advisers
wanted him back on.

Previously, Twitter wouldn't have re-
instated anyone’s account without a
formal company review. After Musk
bought the company, which he recently
renamed X Corp., he upended that pro-
cess, current and former employvees
said, making many content decisions

In July. after Musk consulted with
his new chief executive officer, Linda
Yaccarino, the company ordered em-
ployees to work over a weekend to re-
instate West's account. The company

said West wouldn't be allowed to make

money from his account, and would

have to abide by company policies.
After Musk bought Twitter for $44
on last October, he promised users
fairness amd transparency. Since then,
the platform designed to be the world’s
public square is being driven in large
part by Musk’s impulses. He has or-

dered the reinstatement of controver-

sial users and done favors for friends,
according o people familiar with his
actions. Often, he has been at odds
with other executives.

Please turn fopage A9

JASON GAY
Under Deion Sanders,
Colorado is suddenly
college football's most

fun team to watch. A12

INSIDE

MANSION
Designer Glendon
Good built a cliff-top
house in the Arizona
desert. m

This Is My Job,
Not Fodder for Your TikTok

* =

#

More service staff are being recorded

for social-media crit

By Dacvin Brown

Yavi Gonzalez works at the
drive-through at a McDonald’s
in New Jersey and like many
service workers, has a front-
row seat to the gquirks of hu-
manity. Increasingly, he’s be-
ing dragged into the show.

Two kids popped out of the

and pranksters

trunk of one drive-through pa-
tron's car to grab their order,
milkshakes topped off with
Oreos, M&M’s and Stroopwa-
fels, while a young girl in the
back seat recorded the whole
ordeal—with Gonzalez in the

background.
Another customer gulped
Please turn topage A9

Huge ‘Ghost Cily’
Haunts Troubled

Chinese Developer

By FELz Sovoamom
Anp REBecca FENG

ISKANDAR PUTERI, Malay-
sin—0On the southern tip of
peninsular Malaysia, a cluster
of high-rises that was meant
o house 700,000 people in
luxury condominiums over-
looks the sea. Nearly a decade
after troubled Chinese real-es-
tate giant Country Garden be-
gan building the enclave, it is
almost completely vacant.

Some pecple are mow highly
interested in it: Country Gar-
den’s international creditors.

The $100 billion develop-
ment called Forest City, meant
o be the company™s flashy
overseas showpiece, has in-
stead become a target of cred-
itors as the developer shows
signs of financial distress.

Forest City is Country Gar-
den's most valuable asset out-
side China. Should the com-
pany eventually defsult, the
unfinished megaproject could
help its creditors recover an es-
timated $1.5 billion, said John
Han, a partner at New York-
based law firm Kobre & Kim.

The mostly empty Forest
City project is a towering re-
minder of some of the core
problems that hawve taken
down China’s once-booming
property sector—high borrow-
ing and overbuilding, mixed
with a streak of bad luck. For-
est City embodies Country
Garden's strategy of churning
out megaprojects in places
with high potential and low
land costs, a model that fueled
its growth when China’s prop-
erty market was booming.

“Ta them, the mentality has
been that if they get the land
cheap, basic the risk is
low," said Christine Li, head of
research for Asia Pacific at
Enight Frank, a real-estate con-
sulting firm. “They basically
tried to replicate their success
in China overseas.” she said.

But slowing sales  and
mounting debts caught up with
Country Garden at home and
abroad. In early August, the
company missed interest pay-
ments on two 115, dollar bonds.
It narrowly avoided default by
making the payments before a
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Why Japan’s moonshot ended in disaste

BIG READ, PAGE 13

USA £2.50 Canada C53.00

Trouble returns to the Treasuries market

GILLIAN TETT, PAGE 15

Lessons of war
Blinken visits
retaken sites

US secretary of state Antony Blinken
yesterday tours a school in Yahidne,
Ukraine, which is being turned into &
mussum after being recaptured from
Russian forces who used the basement
to heold residents captive.
Blinken was touring the country as it
mourned the deaths of 16 peophe killed
in a Russian attack at a market the day
before. He said: “This is what Ulcraini-
ans are living with every day™
Mcanwhile, British American
Tobacca, the biggest cigarette maker,
has agreed to sell its Russian business.
Nearly 1,500 foreign companies have
withedrawn from Russia since it invaded
Ukraine. Japan Tobacco International
and Philip Morris International still
operate in Russia because Big Tobacco
finds its high smoking rates attractive,
BAT sells up page &
Andreas Umnland page 15
Lex page ¥

China’s renminbi sinks to 16-year low
as slowing exports weigh on recovery

e Currency below lockdown levels @ Factory activity falls for fifth month @ Imports down 7.3%

JOE LEAHY — BELIING

HUDSON LOCKETT — HONG KONG
China's currency has fallen Lo its lowest
against the dollar since 2007 after
exports shrank for a fourth consecutive
month in August, showing how the
manufacturing sector in the world's ssc-
ond-largest economy is struggling to
regain momentsm.

The renminbl edged 0.1 per cent
lower to Rmb7.3259 per dollar yester-
day, lower than levels recorded during
nationwide pandemic lockdowns last
year, after an official release showed
China's exports dropped 8.8 per cent in
Aargust oomipaned with a year ago.

The fall in exports was less severe
than economists’ forecasts of 2 9.2 per
«cent contraction, and better than July's
14.5 per cent decline, the worst since the

‘World faces $100tn fight
to make green transition

Gowernments face a battle to balance
The books as they march towards a
net-zero workl, Estimates say an extra
L3k & year is needed — SI00MN over
3040 years — for renewable energy,
electrified transport, green hydrogen
and decarbonised heating. Countries
alresdy spend hundreds of bilkons on
Incentives, research and infrasirecture.
But revenues. from the carbon taxes
neaded o cut emissions may nat
affsed the bass of fuel duty incsme.
Return of big government = PAGE 1

start of the pandemic. Chinese trade
buoyed econamic activity during lock-
downs, bul exporiers have struggled
this year as forcign customers cut back
purchases because of high inflation.
The Chinese carrency has fallen
almost & per cent against the dollar this
year &s disappointing economic data
a strong greenback piled pressure
on the exchange rate, despite a number
of measures by Chinese authorities to

The outiook ks far
66 Trom reassuring.

Despite what many

comtinue o foll

YOu, It IS no lenger
Mohamed

& given that China
will become the

El-Erian Page ?  Lngest economy

discourage bets against the renminbi.

“Crossing this level raises the possibil
ity of the [People’s Bank of China]
adjusting the currency band to a weaker
lewel,” said Ken Cheung, chief Asia for
elgn exchange strategist at Mizuho
Bank. China's central bank sets a daily
trading band midpoint around which
the renminbi can fluctuate 2 per cent in
elther direction against the dollar.

The sustained weakness in trade and
manufacturing — two of the coommmy's
main growth engines — comes as Chi-
mese policymakers face concerns that
the post-pandemic recovery has failed
to take off.

But Beijing has refrained from enact-
ing sweeping stimulus measures to
revive growth, which expanded just 0.8
per cent in the second quarter on the

previous three months., Shuggish con
sumer sentiment led to price deflation
in July, while Eactory activity slowed for
a fifth straight month in August.

China last week unveiled its strongest
recent measures to bolster the property
market, but analysts said more would
be necded to reach the gowvernment's
full-year growth goal of 5 per cent,
already the lowest target in decades.

The country's customs authority said
imports fell 7.3 per cent in August,
against a Reuters forecast of a 9 peroent
decline and a 124 per cent fall in July.
The August trade surplus was $68 36bn,
down 132 per Cent year on year.

Car exports scarcd 104.4 per cent
during the January-August period,
reflecting China's huge output of electric
vehicles, while crude ofl shipments were

Germany backs delay to post-Brexit
electric car tariffs in boost for Sunak

BAUSSELS
BERLIN

Germany s pushing Brusscls to delay
tariffs om electric vehicle sales between
the UK and EU, after the industry
warned the measure would backfire.

In a boost for Rishi Sunak’s government,
Berlin now supports the UK call for a
three-year postponement to the duties,
according Lo two people familiar with
the situation.

Britain's post-Brexit trade deal with
the ELis set to impose 10 percent levies
on electric cars shipped across the
Channcl from Jamuary if they have bat-
terics made outside Europe. The Ger-
man shift follows debate intthe country's
three-party coalition, with Chancellor
Olaf Scholz taking the final docision.

The European Commission has so far

refused to delay the tariffa. But Berlin, as
the biggest EUY member, has infloence
with commission president Ursula von
der Leyen, a former German defence
minister.

The UK has maintained that a hasty
introduction of the tariffs would heap
excessive costs on the reglon’s industry
as it seeks to compete with Chinese
manufacturers — arguments that big
European carmakers have alse backed.

The UK is an important market for EU
producers. The European Automohile
Manufacturers’ Association has said EU
carmakers would lose €4.3bn and cut
production by almost S00,000 electric
vehicles over the next three years if tar-
iffs were Inposod.

Von der Leyen will meet Sunak to dis-
cuss the isue on the sidelines of the G20
summit in India this weeckend.

relations, from Lhe post-Brexit low point.
under Boris Johnson's administration,
with this week'sdeal for the UK to rejoin
the Horizon research :

“The EU side can see it makes no
sense v hobble the European car sector
when Chinese EV imports are rising”
one UK official sald, expressing hope
that the EU would “agree to swerve
before the cliff edge™

But the commission is not united on
delaying the electric vehicle sales
duties. Thierry Breton, the French
internal market commissioner, and
Marod Scféovié, who oversces relations
with the UK and the battery industry,
are holding out against a deal. They say
adelay would reduce incentives for bat-
tery makersto open plants in Europe.,

The German government and the
Eumpcan{i'_wnmlssiundid nok respond

o

The two sides have already improved
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up 14.7 per cent year on year and soya
bean import volumes jumped 17.9 per
cend, the customs authority said.

The Association of Southcast Asian
Mations — a bloc that includes Indone
sta, Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia and
Wietnam — was China's biggest trading
partner in renminbi terms during the
first eight months of the year. Total
trade with the EU, US and Japan, its next
largest trading partners, fell.

Analysts at Oxford Economics said
there were signs the sharp downtam in
semibconductors, a critical component of
trade in Asia, was bottoming out. But
they cantioned that other indicators
showed “a shallow trade recession” for
thse warld this year, followed by a mod-
S TCCOVErY.

China property buying sctivity page &

Briefing

A three-day summit of leaders in
Kenya has proposed a global levy
that would mean big polluters
paying more to help poor nations
finance the rollout of green
encrgy and prepare for the effects
of climate change.— pace &

» Talks on packaging tie-up
WestRock of the US and Ireland’s
Smurfit Kappa, two of the largest
packaging groups, have entered
merger negotiations to create a
near-$20ba ghobal giant. Talks
are advanced.— PAGE 5 LEX. PAGE W

» Vestager in risk pledge
Former EU competition chiel
Margrethe Vestager has vowed to
take more risk at the European
Investment Bank if she becomes
the multilateral lender’s leader.

FAGE 21 BIG GOVERNMENT, PAGE 3

» Tencent launches Al ‘war’
China's intermet heavyweight has
unleashed its key gencrative Al
technology, declaring “war has
begun” with a dozen rivals vying
o be the national champion.

— PAGE & JOHN THORNHILL, PAGE 15

» Derivatives pressure rises
Asset managers and brokers hawe
stepped up opposithon to ELU
plans to shift trillions of euros of
derivatives out of London, saying
the move could hurt companics
and investors. — race 8

» KPMG poaching defence
The firm's US partners have been
told that they will be put on hall
pay for six months of gardening
leave if they quit to join a rival, an
escalation of Big Four cfforts to
prevent poaching of stall.— rase s

» German ind blow
Production has fallen for the
third consecutive month after a
sharp decline in carmaking. The
industrial heartland has been hit
hard by high energy prices and
slowing China trade.— racs 7

» New Trump lawsuit

A legal watchdog has filed 2 sult
1o excise Donald Trump from the
Republican primary ballot next
year, arguing the ex-president
vinlated the US constitution an
January 6 2021~ FAGE 2
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Myaoast Gk, 28, host two dilldne to dssss and hunger s she made the weslslong trip fran Sudan bk hawe bo South Sowdar.

War Drives South Sudanese Back to an Ill-Prepared Homeland

By ABDI LATIF DAHIR

JODA, South Sudan — Nyamiut
Gai lost everything four years ago
when armed militias  stormed
through her village in South Su-
dan, a landlocked African country
orment by civil war, famine
and flooding.

Desperate, she and her family
fled almost GO0 miles north across
the wder to Sudan, where s
worked as a cleaner in the o
Khartoum, and began to Setil
But then, a fierce war broke out in
Sudan in mid-April bevween rival
factions of the military, sending

her packing yet again.

AS she and her family made the
weskslong journey by foor and
baus from Khartoum, her I-month-
old son began coughing and wi
ering away from hunger, and soon
died. When she finally crossed the
border into South Sudan, any
sense of reliel she felt was shait-
tered when her 3-year-old son
succumbed to measles.

“We are not safe anywhere”
M= Gai, 28, said on arecent morn-
ing at a muddy and congested aid
center in Renk, a town in South
Sudan

“People fled war here. There's a

‘They Are Coming to
Start From Zero, an

Official Says

war in Sudan now. There's war ev-
erywhere” she said “It never
ends.

The war in Sudan has set off a
mass excdus of people who years
ago fed a bloody civil war in South
Sudan to seek safety in Sudan. But
they are returning home Lo a coun-
try still in the grip of political in-

stability, economic stagnation and
a massive humanitarian crisis —
many of them without actual
hOMEes to return to.

Sudan descende o chaos al-
most five months ago, when a
long-simmering rivalry between
the leader of the army, Gen. Abdel
Famah al-Burhan, and the com-
mander of the paramilitary Rapid
Support  Forces, Lt Gen. Mo-
hamed Hamdan, burst inio open
warfare across the northeast Afri-
can nation.

Inrecent weeks, the conflict has
intensified in Kharoum and ad-

Continwed on Page A8

A Parched City
Grips a Lifeline
But Can’t Use It

By DAVID GELLES

THORNTOM, Colo. — Jack
Ethredge could see the future. It
was 1985, and Mr. Ethredge, then
the city manager of Thormton, un-
derstood that sooner or later, the
Denver suburb would need more
water.

UNCHARTED WATERS
A Clash in Colorado

The population was booming,
businesses were flocking o the
Mountain West, and Thornton had
no major lakes or rivers of its own,
nor any meaningful amount of
groundwater to draw upon, a fluke
of geology and gecgraphy. The
city had drilled a dozen or so wells
over the years, but the ground-
water's limited supply and high
mineral content meant it wasn"t fit
for drinking.

S0 ar Mr. Ethredge's behest,
Thornvon went shopping. The City
Council bought about 17000 acres
of farmland 60 miles to the north,
near Fort Collins, along with the
associated water rights. When the
time was right, Thornton would
divert the wi r from the Cache ka
Poudre River that irrigated that
farmland, put it in a pipeline and
send it downstare.

“In the warer business you have
to be years and years ahead of the
game,” Mr. Ethredge, now retired,
said in an interview.

In theory, Thornton's water
woes were solved, In practice, the
problems were just beginning. To-

Continued on Page AIS

Ecuavoley has Andean roots dating vo the 19th century, “|

is in my blood,”

AN A, BHLASKAL

one Queens resident said.

Near the U.S. Open, a Parallel Sporting Universe

By DAVID WALDSTEIN

Each summer, Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park in Queens hosts
one of the most distince, contin-
ually functioning sporting events
in Mew York City. It features hun-
dreds of players hitting balls, deli-
cious food on offer and spectators
sipping drinks while soaking in
the entertainment. And on the
other side of a fenoe, there is also a
FENIHS tOUrnament.

For virtually as long as the U.S.
Open has been held at its current
site, families, mostly immigrans
from Ecuador, have made the sur-
rounding parkland and parking
kots home to their own kind of
championships.

Their game is known to many as

A Game From Ecuador
Captures the Heart
of a Community

ecuavoley, a brand of three-a-side
volleyball believed to have origi-
nated in Ecuador, where many
consider it a national Sport along-
side soccer. It is also one of the pri-
mary activities in this corner of
New York.

“This is my game” Miguel
Tenecela, 41, an electrician from
Corona, Queens, said between
games. "It is in my blood”

Because of its diversity, Queens
is sometimes called the world's

borough, but some areas enjoy a
Pronoun Ecuadorean or.
Some estimate the number of peo-
ple in Queens originally from the
Andean country at well ower
N0, 000, with many concentrated
in Corona, the neighborhood just
west of the B Jean King Na-
tional Tennis Center. As it is with
the LLS. Open, the park is where

they showcase their favored
sport.
Last weekend, Tenecela and

many of his friends and family
members gathered, as they often
do, for hours of ecuavoley, also
called voley or boley, a game with
Andean roots dating to the 19th
century. On Friday, Yarina's *Ros-
alia-Ecuador™ pumped from a
Continued on Page AI7

Bid to Redraw
Council’s Map
Got Ugly Fast

Triumph by Progressive
Marred in L.A. Feud

This article is by Jill Cowan, Serge
F. Kovaleski and Leanne Abraharm.
LOS ANGELES — Nithya Ra-
man turned invo a political cebebri-
ty almost overnight when she
emerged as the face of a rising
progressive vanguard to cam-
ign for the Los Angeles City
Council in 2020,
h a master’s degree in urban
planning from the Massachuses
Institure of Technology and expe-
rience  working with  slum
dwellers in India, Ms. Raman ze-
roed in on the city’s soaring hows-
ing prices and promised to give
renters and homeless people a
seat at the political table — her
sedat.

. Raman, 42, wound up re-
ceiving more votes than any coun-
il member in the city’s Ory
and began vo draw comparisons to
the progressive New York con-
gresswoman, Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez — “LAOC,” one local eritic
derisively called her.

Barely a year later, though, Ms.
Raman ran into an adversary her
Brass-roots army was powerless
to confront: the bruising power
politics involved in runming a city
of 38 million people. The City
Council had embarked on its once-
a-decade redistricting process,
and Ms. Raman, who had few al-
lies among the city's old-guard po-
liticians, was threatened at one
point with losing wvirtually all of
the constituents who had elected
her

“I've been in politics for 50
years and I"ve never seen any-
thing like this before in my entire
life,” said Jackie Goldberg, Ms. Ra-
man's representative on the redis-
tricting commission. “I've never
seen a group of people come to-
gether and try to disband the City
Council district of a woman who
R0t more votes than any of them
ever did™

The redistricting battle in Los
Angeles underscores how some
big city leaders — often Demo-
crats — have used gerrymander-
img for their political advantage,
much the way Republican Law-
makers have redrawn legislative
lines to secure or expand their
conrol over some statehouses,
Similar fights have been waged in
Baoston, Miami and Chicago.

The conflict in Los Angeles be-
came a national Controversy last
fall after audio was leaked that re-
vealed the shockingly frank, rac-
ist language that politicians used
behind closed doors to discuss
where to draw district -
aries. Nury Martinez, the former
council president, used slurs to
deseribe the young, Black child of
awhite colleague, as well as Indig-
enous immigrants from Oaxaca,
and was forced to resign.

But the uproar over the record-
ings obscured the more funda-
mental impact of Los Angeles's
2021 redistricting process: the de-
gree to which political interfer-

Continued on Page AI12

UKRAINE INSISTS
CLUSTER ARSENAL
KEEPS IT IN FIGHT

BUT CIVILIANS AT RISK

LS. Arms Help to Offset
Shortages, but Aren’t
‘Magic Wand’

By LARA JAKES
and ERIC SCHMITT

ROME — The images of Rus-
sSian troops retreating from a
lage in Ukraine under fire leave
litele doubt of the impact of cluster
munitions. Soldiers running from
a constellation of at least a dozen
explosions around them. An ar-
mored wehicle speeding down a
road before being hit in a cascade
of simultaneous eruptions salting
the surrounding ground.

The August drone footage of the

Russian withdrawal from the
southeastern wvillage of
Urozhaine, werified by The Mew

York Times, highlights the power
of the weapons. But their use also
points vo a grim trade-off in the 18-
month  conflict. By embracing
cluster munitions to Keep this
summer's counteroffensive mov-
ing forward, Ukrmaine and the
United Siates have opened them-
selves to human rights concerns
about their long-term threat to ci-

FIREARR. CRENLLY FOR THE NEW VORX. TIMES
Russian bomblets in Ukraine.

Both sides use such arms.

vilians who inadvertently trigger
unexploded bomibxs.

Mow, s after  the
pped an initial
of the munitions o
Ukraine o ensure its troops did
not run out of ammunition, three
American officials said the Biden
administration is planning to send
more, and soon.

One official said the weapons
were Key to helping Ukraine
maintain  the momentum  its
troops just recently gained on the
southern front against Russian
forces. All three of the officials
spoke on the condition of ano-
nymity to describe internal dis-
CUSSIONS.

President Biden's decision this
summer to send the munitons to
Ukraine, after pleas by President
Volodymyr Zelensky, drew wide-
spread condemnation, and even
some close American allies were
critical.

Comtinued on Page A6

For Mattel, Success of ‘Barbie’
Goes Far Beyond the Big Screen

By JAMES B. STEWART

When Ynon Kreiz arrived ac
Matrel in April 2018, the newly in-
stalled chief executive had one
mantra when it came to a feature
film starring Barbie, a project he
really wanted to get off the
ground: He didn't care if the now-
ie sold a single additional doll.

But “Barbie” the film had to be
good and acultural event. [t had to
be different. It had to break molds.

And if that meant turning the
chiel executive of Mattel e,
himself — invo the object of comic
ridicule in the portrayal of the
chief executive character in the

filon {“wain and foolish to the nth
degree,” as The Guardian put it),
then so be it,

That approach has paid off to a
degree that even Mr. Kreiz could
hardly have believed possible.
“Barbie” is close to grossing $1.4
billion and passed one of the
“Harry Potter™ movies as the t
grossing Warner Bros. film of all
time. It could end up near the §2
billion mark. (The record-holder
is 2000's “Avatar,” at $2.9 billion_)

How Mattel pulled off a feat that
had eluded the company for years

Continued on Page A20
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China Floods World With Cars
Even as China's other exports falter, its
carmakers are seeing considerable
increases in overseas sales. PAGE Bl

5500 Million to Aid Local News
Philanthropies focus attention on news-
TGS &S CONCEFT ZTOWS over the clo-

sure of smaller outlets, PAGE Bl
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NATIONAL ALl-21
Florida Law Hinders Cleanup

Migrants who once flocked 1o the siate
after hurricanes to help rebuild said
they would stay away this year because
of IS new immigration law. PAGE All

A Medicare Mystery

Instead of growing, as this giant federal
program always has, spending per
beneficiary has nearly leveled over a
decade. No one knows wiiy. PAGE Al4

Guilty of Ignoring Subpoena
The verdict makes Peter Navarro the
second adviser to President Donald J.
Trump to be convicted for defying the
Jan. & panel's summons. PAGE AZI

WEEKEND ARTS C1-12
Messages Are His Medium
A new exhibition looks at Ed Ruscha's

use of language and images. Above,“The
Back of Hollywood™ from 1977, PAGEC1

Confessions of a Drag Legend
The memoir by Charles Busch explores
the ascent of a man who is exception-
ally gond at playing women. PAGE C1

INTERNATIONAL A4-10
India’s Global Ambitions

The country’s hosting of the G20 sum-
mit this weekend will put its prowing
power on display. But Prime Minister
Narenﬂra Maodi's divisive religious
politics threaten its rise. PAGE A4

Vll.lnges in Greece Submerged
rary forces were called in to rescue
r\es.d@n« after heavy rains overnight
added to major flooding in central
Greece. The number of weather-related

deaths is likely to rise. PAGE A9
OPINION AZ22.23
Pamela Paul PAGE AZ3
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Gauff Reaches U.S. Open Final
Coco Gauff, 19, became the youngest
American in the Open final since Serena
Williams in 2001, sealing a win after a
delay caused by a protest. PAGE BS
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Studio
pauses
top 1TV
talents’
deals

Warner Bros.” move
against showrunners
could spur talks or
deepen WGA resolve.

By MEa JAMES

Warner Bros." suspen-
sion of high-profile producer
deals, including prolific film-
makers Greg Berlantl, J.J.
Abrams and Mindy Kaling,
highlights heightening ten-
sions as the writers’ strike
enters its fifth month.

The Burbank studio
alerted several top showrun-
ners late Wednesday that it
was halting payments to
producers for their staff sal-
aries, office space and other
compensation, due to the
bitter Writers Gulld of
America work stoppage that
began May 2, said numerous
people familiar with the
matier but not authorized to
comment.

Warner Bros. and its sis-
ter HBO unit put dozens of
other agreements with writ-
er-producers on hiatus earli-
er this year.

Bui this week's action
was noteworthy because It
hit some of the biggest
names in television, Their
deals were not canceled en-
tirely; instead, paymentswill
now stop for the duration of
the strike, the knowledge-
able people said.

Other major studios, in-
cluding Universal Pictures,
Paramount and Disney En-
tertainment, are expected Lo
quickly follow suit. Major
Film producers could also see
their deals affected. execu-
tives at two studios said.

For the media compa-
nies, suspending deals

[See Warner Bros., AS]
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‘She wants to go back to the Senate and work.
I'll take care of this in California.’

— KaTHERINE FEINSTEIN, daughter of Sen. Dianne Feinstein,

an the court battle over the estate of Richard Blum, the senators late husband

the San Francisco Democrat’s frailty has be

ToM WILLIAMS O Roll Call v
SEN. DIANNE FEINSTEIN, 90, has seen her reputation as a savvy politician fade in recent yea:
ne fodder for a court battle over her late husband’s millions.

o Grily Tmages
— and now

Family dispute colors
Feinstein’s final term

SAN FRANCISCO — One of the

great political careers in
American history began inearnest ina
singular moment in 1878, when then-
San Francisco Board of Supervisors
President Dianne Feinstein showed
fortitude in the face of horror.
Announcing that two of her col-
Mayor George MOscone
and Supervisor Harvey Milk — had
been assassinated at City Hall, Fein-
stein was composed and authoritative
despite having just borne witness
bloodshed. So clear was her

leagues —

to the

modern

gravitas — all the more striking in

an era of rampant misogyny — that

she would use video of herself from

Senator’s
long-polished
image is
challenged as
feud over
wealth is aired

By Kevin Rector

that day in later campaign ads,

family itself.

Nearly half a century later, she is 90
years old, frail and at times forgetful.
Her strength is less readily apparent.

‘What abounds instead, at least pub-
licly, is a sense of dissolution — not
only of adistinguished political career,

but of her family's vast fortune and her

Supporters might have hoped
Feinsteln's last chapter in power after
S0 years in the TU.S. Senate would have
buttressed herlegacy as a savvy politi-

cal power broker, but the long farewell
has been farfrom graceful. She is clois-

tered away from the public when not
I

See Feinstein, A12]

Danny Masterson
gets 30 years to life
in prison for rapes

Judge hands down
sentence in a case that
also put Scientology
under harsh spotlight.

By JAMES QUEALLY

After a pair of trials fo-
cused on the Church of Sci-
entology’s alleged attempts
to shield one of its celebrity
members from prosecution,
actor Danny Masterson was
sentenced to 30 vears to life
in prison on Thursday morn-
ing after having been con-
wvicted of raping two former
members of the church.

Masterson, 47, Was con-
wicted of two counts of rape
in May, and a jury dead-
locked on a third woman's
accusations. The assaults
took place in the early 2000s,
‘but Masterson's victims said
they waited years to come
forward because Scientol-
ogy doctrine forbade them
to report a fellow member to
police.

The sentencing played
out in a packed courtroom
that included Masterson’s
wife, Bijou Phillips; his fam-
ily; actor Leah Remini, a for-
mer Scientologist turmed
advocate who has worked
alongside the victims during
the trial; and Cedric Bixler-

Zavala, the lead singer of the
Mars Volta and former Sci-
entologist whose wife is

among the accusers.
Because Masterson was
convicted of assaulting mul-
tiple women, Los Angeles
County Superior Court
Judge Charlaine Olmedo
could sentence him only to
either 15 years to life or 30
years to life in state prison.
The judge gave Masterson 15
years to life on each count,
ordering the sentences to be

served consecutively.
Masterson has long de-
nied any wrongdoing and al-
ternately painted the accu-
SALiONSs AS a SMear campaign
against Sclentology and a
baseless attack launched by
[See Masterson, AH]

CHE18 PIZZELLO Assccsated Press
LAWYERS for Master-

son, shown in May, main-

tain that he’s innocent.

Gar Associated Press

MIGRANTS navigate around concertina wire along the banks of the Rio Grande
after crossing from Mexico into the TU.S. last month in Eagle Pass, Texas.

Migrant families could be
forced to remain in Texas

Biden administration
considers the plan as a
way to deter crossings
at southern border.

BY HAMED ALEAZIZ

The Biden administra-
tion is considering forcing
some migrant families who
enter the country without
authorization to remain
near the border in Texas
while awalting asylum

screening., effectively lim-
iting their ability to trawvel
within the ULS., three U.S. of-
ficials told The Times.
Administration officials
have been considering the
idea as 8 way Lo stem recent
increases in the numbers of
migrant families crossing
the southern border, which
reportedly reached an all-
time high last month. Sup-
porters of the remain-in-
Texas idea. which has yet to
be finalized. hope that it
would help the administra-
tion advance its goals of

quickly deporting families
whao  fail  initial - asylum
screenings and deterring
other families from crossing
in the first place.

But the proposal, which
recalls President Reagan’s
efforts to lmit asylum seelk-
ers’ movements in the late
1580 likely to draw fierce
opposition from immigrant
rights groups and border-
state officials. Since 2022
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott, a
Republican, has bused thou-
sands of migrants out of his

[Seea Migrants, A5 ]
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COVID
‘BUMP”
SEEN
ACROSS
STATE

Officials say numbers
aren’t concerning, but
CASCs Arc starting to

disrupt everyday life.

By RoNo-Gona Law TT
AND EMILY ALFERT

REYES

The summer COVID
bump is worsening in Cali-
fornia, with infections

spreading at schools and
workplaces, and hospitali-
zations ticking up.

While health officials con-
tinue to say the numbers are
no cause for alarm, the infec-
tions are beginning to bring
more dlsruptlons to every-

day 1
In LDS Angeles County,
the numbrer of new

COVID-19 outbreak Investi-
gations at work sites tripled
in the last month, reaching
T3 for the 30-day pericd that
ended Sept. L. An outbreak is
defined as a number of cases
in which there is confirmed
wviral transmission at a work
site and not just a cluster of
cases where people were in-
fected elsewhere.

At schools in LA County,
COVID-I8 outbreaks rose
43% for the most recent
week data were available, to
atotal of 33 — up from 23 the
prior weelk.

Santa Paula High School
in Ventura County canceled
a wvarsity football game
scheduled for Friday against
L.a Canada High after 15
team members tested pos-
itive for the coronavirus and
additional students re-
ported symptoms, accord-
ing to its principal, Ddavid
Keys. Three students also
had tested positive on the
cheer team, said Julissa Car-
rillo. a spokesperson for the
school district.

The rate at which re-
ported coronaviris tests are
coming back positive is up
statewide — now at 14%;
the start of summer, just
of tests were reported as
positive. Across California,
there were 2,588 new corona-
virus-positive hospital ad-
missions for the week that
ended Aug. 26, up 120 from
the priorweek

Among the work sites in

[See Outhreak, AT]

2 women set in
Mexico election
Claudia Sheinbaum.
who faces Sen. Mochitl
Gélvesz, is favored to be
the nation’s nesxt pres—
ident. WORLD, AZ

Ballot lawsuit
may bar Trump
Effort to disqualify
former president from
Colorado primary may
end up at the Supreme
Court. NATION, A8

MNewsom adds
troops at border
The governor beefs up
an effort to stop fen-
tanyl from entering
the U.S. from Mexico.
CALIFORNLA, Bl
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Trump
scalates

false claims

about Biden

On the trail. he plays up
unfounded allegations
about business dealings

BY ISAAC ARNSDORF

“Manchurian ecandidate.”
“Stone-cold thief” “Dumb son of a
M

Former  president Donakd
Trump is, by his own admission,
attacking  President Biden in
increasingly vicious terms, The
attacks on Biden center on allega-
tlons that are exaggerated or un-
founded, frequently drawing on
right-wing media re) ‘abourt
the foreign business dealings of
Bidens son Humter Biden. The

ident has denied any involve-
ment in his son's affairs, and no
evidence has emerged proving
otherwise.

Trump's escalation comes amid
his commanding polling position
in the Republican primary, setting
up what many allies hope will be a
remateh with Biden in next year's
election, as well as the former
president’s mounting  criminal
jeopardy, with multiple trials
scheduled to occur during the
height of the campaign.

The attacks offer a glimpse of
potential 2024 battle lines and fol-
Joow & well-established pattern for
Trumpoftrying to delegitimize his
political opponents. During the
2002 election, Tramp hecame the
leading promoter of the racist and
unfounded conspiracy theory that
President Barack Obarmawas born
outside the United States, In 2016,
Trump pledged to prosecute Hil-
lary Clinton and encouraged his
supporters” chants of “"Lock her

New, Tramp is exphieitly trying
SEE TRUMP ON AT

Ex-aide
to Trump
guilty of
contempt

Jan. & panel wanted
to hear from Navarro,
who refused to cooperate

By Pavr DuGoan

Peter Navarra, a senior Trump
White House aide and vocal elec-
tion denier who has said he
helped hatch a legislative scheme
to overturn the results of the
2030 presidential race, was
found guilty Thursday of con-
tempt of Congress for refusing to
eooperate with the House com-
mittes investigating the Jan. 6,
2021, attack on the ULS. Capitol.

In a federal trial in Washingten
that included just one day of
testimony from three prosecuo-
ton witnesses, and no witnesses
for the defense, the T-yvear-okd
former trade adviser was convict-
ed of the two conlempt charges
he Faced, ench punishable by up
to A year behind bars.

With right-wing provocateur
Stephen K. Bannon, who was
found guilty last summer of con-
tempt of Congress, Navarro is
the second high-ranking Trump
official to be convicted in a
eriminal case related to efforts to
unsdo President Bidens victory at
the polls. Both men are louwd

SEE MAVARRD ON A4

Stephan Goodwin’s mother,

Democracy Dies in Darkness
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In Indian Ocean. a stralegic return

t the height of the Cold War,

the ULS, Alr Force tracking

station that monitored So-
viet satellites from this island's
soaring tropical forests was o
focus of Seychelles life. The
American servicemen and tech-
nicians living nearby hosted bar-
becues and bar nights to which
all Seychellois were invited, dis-
tributed cockies and milk te local
children and taught them basket-
ball.

Then, the Cold War ended, the
Soviet Union collapsed and in
19596 the Americans left, disman-
tling the tracking station and
shutting down their embassy —
citing budgetary measons for
abandoning what had seemingly
become an irrelevant corner of
the world.

Today, the compound where
Americans and Seychellois par-
tied is home to the Seychelles
Tourism Academy, where young
islanders training to tour
guides, hotellers and masseuses
take classes, among other sub-
Jjects, in Chinese — just one small

Am

Seychelles is the latest small nation

where the L

opening an embassy

in response to China’s rising influence

BY LIz SLY ON MAHE ISLAND, SEYCHELLES

mAal

PHHITOS B EDMARDD BOTERAS FOR THE WASHIGTON POST
TOP: Students attend a Chinese class at the Seychelles
Tourism Academy on Mahe, The U.S. Air Foree used to
track Soviet satellites from a station at the site.
ABOVE: A Chinese construction worker on Mahe.

manifestation of a new geopoliti-
cal rivalry that has now lured the
Americans back

In June, Seychelles became the
latest in a string of small nations
around the world in which the
United States has established,
restored or is planning to open an
embassy as part of a broad push-
back against the influence China
has aequired during more than
two decades of neglect or disin-
terest on the part of the United
States.

All are in small islands that
had been judged insufficiently
strategic by Washington to merit
the cost of maintaining a diplo-
matiec presence, including Sey-
chelles, Tonga and the Solomon
Islands, where embassies have
been opened this year, and Mal-
dives, Vanuatu amd Kiribati.
where emhbassies are planned,
according to the State Depart-
ment. Seychelles offers an exam-
ple of the ways America's absence
opened the door to Chinese influ-
ence. In the 27 vears sinee the

THE HUMAN LIMIT

Defenseless under the Arizona sun

ADRMHA JEHBRALIEHAS FOR THE WAS HRGTON POST

, At home in July ontheannhusa.n- of his death. Research shows

SEE SEVCHELLES ON AIZ

with schizophrenia left home in heat over 100 degrees. He never came back.

BY SHANNON DSAKA AND
EriN PATRICKE (FCONNOR

PHOENIX — On an isolated street
a few steps from the looming,
cactus-peppered slopes of South
Mountain, there was nowhere to
hide from the heat. It was
1 o'clock on a Thursday in July
2022, and temperatures had al-
ready climbed to arcund 106 de-
. The sun scorched the sur-
face of the road, sending waves of
heat up into the stagnant air.
And Stephan Goodwin was
walking right through it
Goodwin, a 33-year-old with
schizophrenia, was heavyset with
a bald head that had already
begun to blister from the sun's
rays Two days earlier, he hod left
the home he shared with his
girlfriend and her father, carry-
ing a gallon of w.mer and a
drawstring bag SO
clothes, a pjllml dendnrant and
o guns. Now, the jug of water
was empty, the last drops evapo-
rating in the midday sun. He had
taken off his shirt, perhaps in a
misguided attempt to stay cool.
SEE SCHIZOPHRENIA 0N AR

Ruling

tilts SBA
minority
program

KEY PROVISION ON
RACE STRUCK DOWN

First ripple after justices’
blow to affirmative action

BY JULLAN MARK

Thousands of Black, Latino
and other minority business own-
ers are scrambling to prove that
their races put them at a “social
disadvantage”™ after a  federal
judge declared a key provision of
a popular federal program uncon-
stitutional, extending the U5, Su-
preme Court's recent retreat from
affirmative action.

The Small Business Adminis-
tration’s 8{a) Business Develop-
mEent Program Was meant to epen
a pipeline o billions in govern-
ment contracting dollars for his-
torically disadvantaged groups.
But in July a federal judge in
Tennessee struck down a provi-
slon of the prograrm that equated
race with social disadvantage.

The decision — one of the first
to affect the private sector in the
wakeof the Supreme Court’s June
decision upending race-con-
seions  college admissions —
throows into disarray an SBA pro-
gram that has served minority-
owned small businesses for about
five decades, Legal experts said it
could signal trouble for other
programs meant to help ander-
represented groups win federal
contracts, including veterans and
women.

Under the new guidelines, be-
ing Black, Hispanic, Asian or MNa-
tive American is no longer

SLESBA ON AT6

Turmoil
over racial
equily roils
Sierra Club

Group hired its first
Black leader but has lost
people of color to layoffs

BY Maxive JosELow

When Ben Jealous became the
first person of color to lead the
Sierra Club, the prominent eivil
rights leader promised to create
more inclusive working condi-
tions at the nation's oldest envi-
ronmental group.

“We have to deal with all of the
equity issues inside the Sierra
Club,” he said in January, *Those
include, absolutely, issues of gen-
der, as well as racial equity and
also pay equity”

But today, the 131-year-old
group is in turmoil over its ap-
proach to diversity, eguity and
environmental justice, according
to interviews with 12 current and
former staffers, most of whom
spake to The Washington Post on
the condition of anonymity for
fear of facing retaliation or other-
\nse harming their job prospects.

The tumult illustrates the chal-
lemges top environmental groups
face in tryving to diversify their
staffs, despite their recent efforts
to reckon with the conservation
movement’s legacy of racism.

SEESIERRA CLUE ON A8

Darae,
that schizophrenia may be the most pr in & rapidly warming world.
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INTHE NEWS

Russias next move As Moscow’s forces push
toward Kupyansk, analysts are left wondering
e is genuine or divers

il the advar

Stagnant test scores Virginia Gov.
uneed steps Lo boost
performance as new dala reves
struggle to rebound From pande

YoungKin

academic
an ongoing

THE NATION
T Texas, the attormey
general’s impeachment

nary. Al yal offers no shortage
of political theater. A3
ilenn President Biden nomi-

nated a former airline
executive to take leader-
ship of the FAA. A%

THE WORLD
Am ally of Vevgeniy
Prigozhin says last
month’s plane craslh
shows no one ks safe. a1
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been popular in his first
wear on the throne, but
challenges loom. A1s

THE ECOMNOMY
The CECD of self-
car compny Cru
seruting from Californiz
regulators and the pub-
lic is overblown. A1x
The Senate confirmed
Anna Gomes, Biden's
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Communications Com-
mission, breaking a
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THE REGION

A murder suspect, still
at large Thursday,
caped a [LC. hosgital
becanse officers did not
secure one of his arms to
a gurney, polics said. g1
D.C.-area classrooms
are facing a coronavires
surge, with some
srhools reintroducing
mask mandates. B

STYLE

The MacArthur Fo
dation and other groups
announced & S500 mil-
lion initiative to bolster
local news. €1

WEEKEND

A puide to FedEx Field
ahead of the Washing-
won Commanders” home
opener against the Ari-
zona Cardinals.
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The year
baseball
was rescued

Mark McGwire recalls
to USA TODAY Sports
historic 62nd shot in "98
and battle with Sammy
Sosa to be home run
king. In Sports

COVID
could be

a factor
in 2024

New mask mandates
would be risk for Biden

Sudiksha Kochi and Michael Collins
usa TODAY

WASHINGTON - A late-summer
surge in COVID-19 cases has meant the
return of face masks in some parts of
the country, reigniting a political battle
that quickly became the centerpiece of
a broader fight over the response to the
pandemic in the past two elections.

President Joe Biden is at the center
of the storm. Again.

To mask or not to mask? That is the

question.
Biden, who wore a face mask
throughout the 2020 presidential

campaign and was mocked by Donald
Trump for doing so, donned a black
face mask at a White House Medal of
Honor ceremony Tuesday for a Viet-
nam War Army helicopter pilot. The
day before the event, first lady Jill Bi-
den tested positive for COVID-19.

President Joe Biden arrives with
Capt. Larry Taylor, a former Army
pilot, for a White House ceremony
Tuesday to award Taylor the Medal
of Honor. JACQUELYN MARTIN/AP

Biden has tested negative three
times since the first lady's positive test
and has no symptoms, the White
House said. He will continue to be test-
ed and will wear a mask indoors when
close to others, but no other change in
White House protocols was planned.

At another event Wednesday, Biden
entered and left the White House State
Dining Room with his mask in his
hand, not over his face. He explained
that he had tested negative but had
been told to keep wearing the face cov-
ering. “Don’t tell them I didn't have it
on when I walked in,” he joked.

The resurgence of face masks as a
political issue comes at an inconve-
nient time for Biden, who is focused on
rebuilding the country in the post-
pandemic era. At the same time, Biden

See MASKS, Page 2A

2024 race: Who do young
Republicans want to win?

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis finds favor
among next generation of voters. SA

5
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Rules evolve.

Inside access

to Stones’ Are you
album party up to date?
I I

Legends Keith Richards,
from left, Ronnie Wood
and Mick Jagger
celebrate “Diamonds™
in London. In Life

Society and technology
are changing the terms
we use and how we

approach relationships.

> - In Weekend Extra

SCOTT GARFITT/IMNVISION/ AP - GETTY IMAGES

EXCLUSIVE WAR IN UKRAINE

Follow the ammo
from US to Ukraine

[ O

Nick Penzenstadler
usa TODAY

boxes, they sat double-stacked eight
high atop wooden pallets inside a Mis-
souri warehouse. The pallets went on,
row after row. Three million bullets in

Kyiv needs
bullets. This

The bullets came in plywood crates.

Any given box was about the size of
a small microwave oven. The printed
label stuck to each one demonstrated a
militaristic brevity. “CARTRIDGES
FOR WEAPONS, INERT PROJECTILE,”
next to a bright yellow hazmat sticker,
“EXPLOSIVES.”

Inside the boxes: drab green steel
cans of .50-caliber ammunition. Each
round was giant, more than 5 inches
long, built to be fired from a gun so big
it is typically bolted to a truck. The bul-
lets were clipped together in long
strands for rapid, machine-gun fire.

By the time Bill Brown got to the

is the inside
story of the
rarely seen
sellers who

supply them.

USA TODAY; PHOTOS: GETTY IMAGES AND
FPROWVIDED BY BILL BROWN

all.

It was enough ammunition to feed a
single machine gun — if fired nonstop at
its rated speed eight hours a day, seven
days a week — for almost six months.

Brown's job was to get it out of there
and toward the Ukrainian front lines.
The faster, the better.

“War is bad,” Brown said. “Loss of life
is bad. But at the end of the day, it's very
profitable and injects revenue into this

military industrial base.”

There would be wvirtually no public

See AMMUNITION, Page 3A

‘There’s no clock on your kidney’

50-plus-year transplant survivors herald progress, hope and work to be done

aAr

s e e,
Sharon Stakofsky-Davis was in her teens when her kidneys failed, and she

recelved a kidney from her dad In 1972, PROVIDED BY SHAROMN STAKOFSKY-DAVIS

Karen Weintraub
usa TODAY

Sharon Stakofsky-Davis and Denice
Lombard carry 90-something-yvear-old
kidneys in their 60-something-year-
old bodies.

They are outliers in more than just
the obvious ways.

Both women received kidneys from
their respective fathers when they
were teenagers after their own kidneys
gave out. The late 1960s and early 1970s
were still the early days of transplanta-
tion, when children were given a 50-50
shot of surviving more than a year after
atransplant, and it wasn't clear wheth-
er donating a kidney would endanger a
donor’s life later on. (It doesn™t.)

More than a half-century later, both
women are still around, as is Lom-
bard’s father, at nearly 95. Stakofsky-
Davis’' died many yvears ago unrelated

See TRANSPLANTS, Page 4A
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deportes

Los Pumas confirmados
para debutar en un
Mundial muy abierto

Cheika anuncid el equipo para el estreno de mafiana
ante Inglaterra; un gran partido, Francia—local-vs, All
Blacks, abrira hoy una copa con muchos candidatos.

CLUBLANACOMN COM AR | RECARGD FOR ENWI0 AL INTERIOR: CORDORA, SAMTA FIE, ENTRE RIOS, LA PAMPAY BUENOS ARES: $100. CAPITAL G ¥ L& PLATA

$520

OFTALMOLOGOS,
OTRO REFLEJO DE LA
CRISIS DE LA SALUD

—soctedad

Piden a obras sociales y prepagas subir

el costode la consulta a $8000, desde los
actuales 31200 a S3000); dicen que asilos
pacientes no pagarian sumas extras. Paginal9

LA NACION

VIERNES 8 DE SEPTIEMBRE DE 2023 | LANACION.COM.AR

Tras la salida de Figueroa,
el kirchnerismo presiona
para nombrar a 70 jueces

sENADO. Amenaza con trabar cualquier otro proyecto y la discusion de la ley de alquileres

El kirchnerismo en el Senado re-
dobld ayer la presion para aprobar
mis de 70 pliegos para el nombra-
mientode jueces,a pesar del recha-
zode la oposicidn y cuando faltan
menos de cuatro meses para que el
Gobierno termine su mandato.

El miércales, el kirchnerismo
sufrid una dura derrota vinculada

conunodelospliegosque esperaba
aprobar: la Corte Suprema jubilda
lajueza AnaMaria Figueroa, afina
Cristina Kirchnery que seresistiaa
dejarel cargoalaesperadeunaval
del Senado.

Ahora, el oficialismoadvirtio que
intentara aprobar los pliegos de los
jueces en la proxima sesidn y con-

diciond toda la actividad de la Ca-
maraalta a esa pretension. La ame-
naza puede profundizar la parilisis
del Senado. ¥ sobre todo congelar
laley dealquileres, que se debate en
comision.

Juntos por el Cambio logrdapro-
bar las modificaciones a la ley en
Diputados, pero el oficialismo de-

morasusancion en el Senado. Des-
deelmes pasado, laoposicidnviene
denunciandoque Cristina Kirchner
condiciona laley dealquileresalos
nombramientos de magistrados.
Ayer, las autoridades del bloque de
senadores oficialistas ratificaron
que no aprobarin olro proyecto si
nosetratan los pliegos. Pagina 7

Acusana
Rodriguez Saa
de vaciar las
reservas

saNLuls. Claudio Poggi. el
gobernador electo, dijo que
se llevd UISS88 millones

Claudio Poggi, gobernador elec-
to de San Luis, denuncid que el
mandatario actual, Alberto Ro-
driguez Sad, retird 88 millones
de délares de las reservas pro-
vinciales en el Banco Nacion y
dejo “sin fondos” al Estado pro-
vincial. Para la oposicidn local,
se trata de un vaciamiento de
log ahorros puntanos para pa-
gar nuevos empleados piablicos
ydejar sin respaldo financieroa
la nueva gestion.
Laoposicidnvienedenuncian-
do que, tras ser derrotado en las
elecciones provinciales, Rodri-
guez Sad realizd cientos de nom-
bramientos irregulares, aumen-
1 partidas discrecionalmente y
ocupo cargos politicos. Pagina 13

Productores
atrincherados
en un ente de
La Campora

PROVINCIA. Ocupanun
organismo del agua dirigido
por militantes. pagina17

Messi hizo magia en la seleccion

-

SANTIAGD FILIPUZZ

deportes—Quedaban 13 minutos y el partidocon Ecuador amenazaba con terminar sin goles en el debutde
la Argentina porlaseliminatorias sudamericanas, rumboal Mundial 2026. Peroun tiro libre para la seleccidn
fue unaoportunidad que la pegada de Lionel Messi no desaprovechd: 1-0vy fiesta del campedn del mundoen
el estadio Monumental repleto. El equipo de Scaloni jugara el proximo martes ante Bolivia, en La Paz.

Se confirma
la inflacion
de dos
cifras: 10,8%
en la ciudad

PRECIOS. Es la mids alta
desde 2012; los alimentos
subieron 12,5%; es similar
a los cdlculos nacionales

La devaluacion del peso y el salto
del ddlar blue tras las elecciones
PASO del 13 de agosto ya mues-
tran el impacto sobre los precios.
La inflacidn en la ciudad de Bue-
nos Aires subid 10,8% en agosto,
3.5 puntos porencima del mesan-
terior y el registro mas alto desde
2012, cuandose empezo a medirel
indice portefio. El rubro alimentos
v bebidas aumentd 12,5%.

Con el dato conocido ayer, la in-
flacidn acumuladaen laciudaden-
treencroy agostode este afio fuedel
79,8%, mientras que en doce meses
suma 127,3%. Elnumero de agosto
coincide con los cilculos privados
paracl IPC nacional. Pagina14

DESDE ADENTRO

[La politica se
queda, los
inversores se van

Florencia Donovan
PARA LA NACIHON

eed Jobs, el hijo del funda-
R dor de Apple y uno de los

jovenes més influyentes
del planeta, hizo una visita re-
lampago por la region el altimo
dia de agosto. Semanas antes
habia presentadoen sociedad su
fondoYosemite, conel que quiere
imvertir en startups de biotecno-
logia en América Latina, que le
permitan luego financiar su bis-
quedade unacuraparael cincer.,
Continiia en la phgina 16

Artilugio para
que en YPF
no paguen
Ganancias

sUELDOS. Benefician a
14.000 empleados con una
maniobra contable. pagina1s



FOLHA DE S.PAULO

DESDE 1921

Y ok

UM JORNAL A SERVICO DO BRASIL

AND 103 & N® 3449

Rei Charles
tenta manter
monarquia
relevante

Um ano apés a morte de
Elizabeth 2*, o desafio de
Charles 3° ¢ manter a mo-
narquiaviva. Nova CuLi-
samustraqueuﬁz%gg bri-
ténicosacham que anacdo
deve continuar com essa
forma de governo. Entre
0§ mais jovens, o apoio €
menor, tendéncia ja nota-
da anres do fim do reina-
do da matriarca. Na faixa
etiria de 18 a24 anos, 37%
sao favordveis. Mundo Al0

SEXTA-FEIRA, 8 DE SETEMBRO DE 2023

R$ 6,00

Mauro Cid entrega proposta
de delacao premiada ao STF

Ministro Alexandre de Moraes precisa aceitar e homologar compromisso para que tenha validade

O ministro Alexandre de Mo-
raes, do Supremo Tribunal
Federal, recebeu em seu ga-
binete, na quarta-feira (6),
uma proposta de delacao
premiada feita pelo tenente-
-coronel Mauro Cid, ex-aju-
dante de ordens do ex-pre-
sidente Jair Bolsonaro (PL).

0 acordo, para ter valida-
de, ainda precisa ser aceito
e homologado por Moraes.
Segundo pessoas proximas
as investigagdes, para isso
ser feito, resta saber o gue
Cid vai apresentar de novo
em relacio as investigacbes
e guais provas vai oferecer.

O militar estd preso desde
maio, sob suspeita de ter in
serido dados falsos de vaci-
nagio contraa Covid na car-
teira de imunizacio de Bol-
sonaro. Ele também é inves-
tigado por suposta partici-
pacio na venda de joias re-
cebidas pelo ex-presidente.

A partir do alto, o presidente Lula e a primeira-dama Janja durante desfile do 7 de Setembro em carro aberto na Esplanada
dos Ministérios, em Brasilia, e 0 governador de Sac Paulo, Tarcisio de Freitas, em tanque no Anhembi, na capital paulista

EDITORIAIS A2

Corrupgio estimulada
A respeito de decisio de
Toffoli contra a Lava Jato.

Brutais e ineficientes

Sobre acao policial e baixa
resolucio de homicidios.

ATMOSFERA
Sao Paulo hoje
29°

15°

ah  Sh TR TEh 34h
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Laura Cardoso em sua casa,
€M SP sduards Knapp fFelhapeess

INustrada C1
A hora da estrela

Laura Cardoso

No ar com a reprise de
“Mulheres de Areia”, atriz
de 96 anos diz que nove-
las eram melhores antes e
critica novos atores, que
“deviam fazer outra coisa”.

B6

Esporte

IHustrada CS
Ludmilla estreia
no The Town

Cantora se apresentou no
palco principal do evento
comshow classudo e cheio
de hits, provando que
merece mais espaco em
festivais brasileiros,

Empate na ida

Ferroviaria e Corinthians terminamem 0 a 0
no 1° jogo da final do Brasileiro feminino

A audiéncia em que foi
relatada a opcio pela dela
a0 contou com a presen-
ga de Cid e de seu advoga-
do, Cezar Bittencourt, que
disse anteriormente que o
ex-ajudante de ordens ndo
incriminou Bolsonaroa Poli-
cia Federal no caso dasjoias.

Bittencourt é critico dade-
lacio premiada e havia des-
cartado essa possibilidade.

Para a PF, Bolsonaro usou
a estrutura do governo pa-
ra desviar presentes de va-
lor dados por autoridades
estrangeiras, com enrigque-
cimento ilicito. politica as

Lula tem 7/9 com chefes de
Poderes e ‘climio’ pés-reforma

Em Brasilia, o presidente
Lula (PT) celebrou o pri-
meiro 7 de Setembro de seu
terceiro mandato em meio
aum "climio” no governo,
um dia apds reforma minis-
terial. Ele esteve acompa-
nhadoda presidente do STF,
Rosa Weber, e do presiden-
te do Congresso, o senador
Rodrigo Pacheco (PSD-MG).

0 evento contou com Zé
Gotinha, mascote das cam-
panhas de vacinacio, em
MAis Wm contraponto a0 ex-
-presidente Jair Bolsonaro.

Em Sao Paulo, o governa-
dor Tarcisio de Freitas (Re-
publicanos) subiu num blin-
dado do Exército no desfile
realizado no Sambdédromo
do Anhembi. Politica ASe A6

MPF busca blindagem apoés
provas anuladas por Toffoli

Procuradores estudam saida juridica para proveger mem-
bros de possiveis punigoes depois que o ministro do STF
Dias Toffoli invalidou o uso de provas vindas dos acordos
de leniéncia da Odebrecht na Lava Jato. Politica A9

Setor aéreo retraca
rotas de voos para
reduzir poluentes

0O setor de aviagao esta re-
calculando rotas tracadas
por avides para encurtar
viagens e, assim, poupar
combustivel e reduzir polu-
entes. O Departamento de
Controle do Espago Aéreo
OINAard permanentes 7.5 ro-
tas de 300 trajetos alterna-
tivos criados para otimizar
otrifegn aéreo. MercadoAls

Alunos ficam

fora de politicas

de alfabetizacao

A pandemia de Covid-1g
agravou uwm cendrio ja co-
nhecido nas escolas da re-
de ptiblica brasileira: estu-
dantes chegam aos anos fi-
nais do ensino fundamen-
tal com a alfabetizacio in-
completa. Por lei, os alu-
nos deveriam aprender a
ler e escrever até o térmi-
no do2® ano. cotidianoe B2

Com Kopenhagen e

Brasil Cacau, Nestlé
deve expandir lojas
A confirmacio de gue a
Nestlé deu inicio a compra
da Kopenhagen, da Brasil
Cacau e da Kop Koffee de-
ve fazer com que, em 2026,
onamero de lojas das trés
empresas chegue a cerca
de 3.000 no Brasil, quase
o triplo do gue ha hoje.
Megocio deve ser finaliza-
do em 2024. Mercado Al4

Tati Bernardi
Minha amiga

faria 45 anos

Ainda sonho com minha
amiga Priscila quase to-
dasemana. Emalgum mo-
mento do sonho, nés nos
olhamos e sabemos que
ela val adoecer, e entio fi-
camos melancolicas, sem
conseguir dizer muita coi-
sa, Estamos nos despedin-
do, mas minha amiga sorri
maisdoque el Cotidiano B3

Mais lulistas que bolsonaristas
dizem tomar vacina da Covid

Aadesao de eleitores lulistas
a vacinagao contra a Covid
foimaior do gue a de bolso-
naristas nas fases de refor
godaimunizacio, assim co-
mo no inicio da campanha.

Numes rebate
criticas e diz que
espera proximidade
com Bolsonaro
Politica A&

Aconclusio é de uma pes-
quisa que entrevistou 1,295
pessoas de todo o pais e foi
desenvolvida pelo SoU_Ci-
éncia, da Unifesp, ao lado
do Instituto Ideia. saide g

ICMBio expulsou

coronéis de cargos,
diz novo presidente
do orgio ambiental

Amblente B&
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Acusado por narcotrafico cumplié la pena minima sin tener una sentencia

Asuncion, viemes 8, sebermitre 2023
AfloL - M 17 327 - 48 péginas - G. 10,000

veno

APF
7
i ATN
sponsor oficial =

N

Ay gl

Por errores fiscales, Cucho
logra arresto domiciliario

Primero presentaron la acusacion, pero no las pruebas, y fue anulada tras varias chicanas.
Después, la Fiscalfa acciond de inconstitucionalidad y la Corte la rechazd después de 2 afios.

PAGINA 2

Paraguay gnaliza ir a_l Tribunal del Mercosur
Argentina retiene barcaza

paraguaya y no permite el
pago de peaje para liberarla
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En China logran
cultivar rifiones
humanizados
en embriones
de cerdos

PAGINA 38

CON ESTA EDICION

Dinavisa emitio
alerta sobre
productos con
registros
vencidos
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COMPRA OPCIONAL

Carlos Carvallo asumié sus funciones

El nuevo presidente del
BCP promete preservar
la estabilidad del guarani
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Magro inicio. Faraguay, pese a tener un jugador més, no pudo vencer a Perd en

su primer partido por las Eliminatorias para el Mundial 2026 PAGINA 46 ala 48

Haran una revision de los llamados Hablé desde la clandestinidad

El nuevo Consejo del IPS | EI presunto narco préfugo
cancela megalicitaciones | alias Macho denuncié que
de la gestion de Batagﬁ!}ia jefe policial lo extorsigna

e oo Dx 4x2 LA MEGA FERIA DEL INCLUYE iTUTRA.
a — RO . GRUPO CUOTA ENTREGA
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IN THEIR OWN WORDS |

DR DAVID ATKINSOM

Youth at risk amid
fentanyl explosion

Expert alarmed as drug's
use has surged among
voung North Texans

As told to SHARON GRIGSBY
Stall Writes

sarigsbyEdallasn ews.com

This story is part of @ series of
as-told-to acoounts for The Dal-
las Morning News' “Deadly Falke"
project on the fentanyl crisis. Dr.
David Atkinson, medical director
of the Teen Recovery Program ot
Children's Health, specializes in
adolescent substornce wse. e is

DEADLY FAKE
30 days irmside "
» D

fertaryl's orip

on Morth Texas
alen an associate professorof
peychiatry ar UT Southwestern
Medical Center:

I am alarmed by how un-
alarmed peaple are about the
fentanyl crisis. Especially in the
last 18 maonths, it mush-
roomed among young people in
MNorth Texas, Everyvbody's kid is at

See DRUG Page @A

Dr. David Atkinson, addiction expert and medical director of the
Teen Recovery Program at Children's Health, is at the center of the

fentanyl epidemic’'s impact on adolescents.

Tam Fox,/'Staff Photographer

PAXTON IMPEACHMENT

Former

hijjacked

‘Hundreds of man-hours’
were devoted to real estate
developers concerns, he says
By PHILIP JANKOWSKI
and LAUREN MCGAUGHY

Auustin Bureau

Runners mark 25 years of the Katy 5K

Runners took off from the start line on Turtle Creek Boulevard near Reverchon Park for the 25th annual Katy Sk on Thursday. Mare than
Z.000 runnars came owt for the race, which followed Turtle Creek before returning to Reverchon Park via the Katy Trail. The race ended with

a picnic at the park with free beer and food for the racers,

CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES

Sex traffickers pose risk

to foster kids,

Rings target vouths lacking
placement who are stayving
in unlicensed facilities

By ROBERT T. GARRETT
Aurstin Bureau
ORI SIEWS LM

AUSTIN — Human trafficking
rings lurk near makeshift housing
for abused and neglected children,
although the locations are supy
to be seceret, three Central Texas
Judges warned this week.

judges say

XOCHITL

GALVEZ isa
At least twio teenage girl the senator and
state’s Child Protective Services' coalition

custody recently walked off from a
“children without placement” loca-
tion in Bell County and are feared to
have then been taken across state
lines and emploved as prostitutes,
the family court judges charged
with overseeing them said at a gath-

candidate.

b

Smiley M. Pooly/Staff Photographer

MEXICO

AUSTIN — In sometimes tearful
testimony Thursday, Ken Paxton's for-
mer top deputies said the attorney
general abused his power to help real
estate developer Nate
Paul and to “target
and harass law en-
forcement.”

Ryan Vassar testi-
fied that a group of
staffers reported Pax-
ton to the FBI in Sep-

R tember 2020 for al-
rectifi leged corruption be-
ectified
on Day 3 cause “hased on our
oftho tria,  Eood  faith  belief,
. criminal activity had
occurred”

“The concern was that it would on-
Iy get worse,” he added, “that Paxton’s
use of the office would only continue
to be more extreme, to benefit Nate
Paul, and the potential for us to be la-
beled as co~conspirators”

Paxton’s defense lawyer J. Mitch
Little asked Vassar whether they knew
that the attorney general broke the
Laar.

“That'’s the point of the good faith
belief” Vassar replied. “We had no evi-
dence that we could point to, but we
had reasonable conclusions that we
could draw”

Little capitalized on the statement,
saying: "Respectfully, sir, we are not
here in this hisworic event for your
good faith beliefs”

Paxton's defense team hopes the
testimony will cast doubt on the verac-
ity of the allegations eight former top
staffiers in Paxton’s office made against
their former hoss in 2020 — accusa-

See AG Fage DA

First woman president
likely to be elected in °24:

Former mayor selected
by ruling party; senator
is opposition candidate

By ALFREDO CORCHADO

Bordar-Mexico Corraspondant
acorchadomdallasmee s com

ering in Austin this week., CLAUDIA
When CPS cant find a placing SHEINBAUM MEXICO CITY — Mexico
agency that will take in a child, the WES MEyor will likely elect its first woman
of Mexico president in next year's election,
See JUDGES Page 54 City. the culmination of a historic

campaign pitting a physicist-
turned-mayor against an out-
spoken senator.

Claudia Sheinbaum, &1, the
former Mexico City mayor, a
st with a doctorate in en-
V] ental engineering, was
selected Wednesday evening by
the ruling party, Morena, as the
candidate to succeed Mexico's
current president, Andrés Ma-
nuel Laper Obrador, her politi-

cal mentor.

“I will support Claudia,” said
Lopez Obrador during his
Thursday morning news confier-
ence. He added he will meet
with Sheinbaum sometime dur-
ing the day “to pass on the ba-
ton.” He didn't elaborate.

Her selection sets up a politi-
cal campaign against the top op-

See TWO Page 8.4
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Record heat INSIDE NATION & WORLD
Nation/Warkd Jumbla GE
"5 T4 (B Rmeries o Buoys can stay — for now

Dyin o MA Sports TV n An appeals court granted Texas’

H106 Editorials nn e request to let it keep its anti-migrant

L 8o Business __ BBA  [ear Abdy, Has, ficating barrier in place pending
Autos. BB Movies, Takeisian, appeal of a lower Court ruling the
Classifies e fomEsedPuides  puoys were installed illegally. 4A

BUSINESS

Heat powers emergency

The Biden administration declared a
power emergency in Texas as elec-
tricity demand soared. ERCOT can
waive air-pollution Bmits so genera-
tors can produce more power. 38

SPORTSDAY

Big opportunity for prospect
Adolis Garcia heads to the 10-day
injured list, leaving the Rangers to
call on their top prospect, Evan
Carter, It's & major opoortunity for
him, says Evan Grant. 1C

RETHINK
YOUR BANK

RHZA1B60

Suwiterr to RBFCUX

rbfeu.org

4.65

%

18-MONTH SUPERSAVER CERTIFICATE
SOLID. SAFE. LOW-RISK.
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BREAKING NEWS AT CHICAGOTRIBUNE.COM

omplaints pile up

After May disclosure, parents and
experts say more needs to be done

By Sarah Macaraegz
Chicago Tribune

Less than an hour after Chicago
Public Schools disclosed its multi-
ple violations of state law regarding
the physical restraint of students
in May, parents began responding
with complaints.

“(MDy child has been hit by a

cps teacher the principal and staff
are aware ... nothing has been
done please help,” wrote the first
of several parents and puardians
who emailed CPS over the summer
regarding physical restraint and
timeout procedures, known as
PRTO.

In the emails, released to the

Tribune by the Tllinois Stare Board

of Education, all individuals’ and
school names are redacted. CPS
didn’t comment on whether new
PRTO investigations have been
opened since May, directing the
Tribune to file a records request.
Multiple parents claimed
mistreatment of their children:
| “My child was restrained ... and
in anather incident my child arm
was pulled on.™
| “T am the parent of a CPS student
whose rights has definitely been
VIOLATED by the CPS STAFF. ...
Ir"s abourt time thar you ook time to

against CPS

finally lock into the abuse my child
and others have had to endure

B “My son was physical restrained
on several occasions at (redacted)
when he attended several years ago
and T had written notice to NOT
restrain him nor put their hands
on him as this touching was against
his (Individualized Education
Program). They violated this and
because of this he refused schaol
for several years and needed
intense therapy. Was (redacred)
investigated for this? This was
extremely serious bur no one

listened.”

Other parents and guardians
wrote to ask whether a violation
occurred at their child's schoaol.
Teachers emailed to correct their
certification status. And principals
expressed confusion regarding the
annual training requirements ISBE
mandated the district to meet.

By the first day of school last
month, the distriet announced
its “full compliance” with PRTO
training requirements, meet-

Turn to CPS, Page &

Board enthusiasts brave big waves

Mike Calabro rides a wave as he and other surfers gather at the Whi
Thursday. With waves 4 to 7 feet high and temperatures in the high 60s around midday, the water off Whiting Lakefront Park was dotted

with about a dozen people on boards in wet suits close to the BP refinery.

ng lakefront to take advantage of the large waves in Lake Michigan on

KYLE TELECHAN/POST-TRIBUNE

COVID-19
appears to be

on the rise

Experts see return
to dark days as unlikely,
despite new variants

By Apoorva Mandavilli
The New York Times

Jill Biden, the first lady, tested
positive for COVID-19 on Monday.
Gov. Kathy Hochul of New York
has announced that the state will
send high-quality masks and rapid
tests to school districts that request
them. Already, schools in Kentucky
and Texas have closed, citing wide-
spread respiratory illness among
students and staff.

The coronavirus is in the air
again. Literally.

A steady uptick in cases since
July and reports of worrisome
new variants have fueled concern
that the virus is ised to make a
comeback this fall and winter. But
in interviews, experts offered reas-
surances that the country will not
see a return to the nightmarish
scenarios of previous years.

ere is no evidence that any of
the wariants in circulation cause
more severe disease or evade
immunity adroitly enough to
render vaccines ineffective. And
although hospitalizations and
deaths are increasing week by
week, the numbers remain low,
noted Gigi Gronwvall, a biosecu-
rity expert at the Johns Hopkins
Center for Health Security:

“These increases are more
alarming by statistics than in real-
ity” Gronvall said.

Hospital admissions for COVID-

Turn to COVID-19, Page 12

Historic bail reform
measures set to take
effect this month

By Madeline Buckley
Chicago Tribune

Ahead of the implemen-
tation of large-scale pretrial
criminal justice reforms, state
and county officials on Thurs-
day offered a first look at
specifics of how the complex
Cook County bond court
system will change when
cash bail is abolished later this
month.

Cook County Judge Mary Marubio speaks as officials talk about bond reform during a panel discussion
Thursday at Loyola University Chicago's Water Tower campus. ANTONIO PEREZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Cook County details how
court systems will change

The historic reforms will
take effect Sept. 18 across the
state, marking a major change
in the way decisions will be
made around whether a defen-
dant will be released from jail
while awaiting trial. Though
other jurisdictions have mo
to eliminate or reduce money
as a factor, Illinois was the first
to pass it in the form of state-
wide legislation.

Cook County State’s
Attorney Kim Foxx, Public
Defender Sharone Mitchell,
state Sen. Robert Peters and
other officials spoke during a
media event at Loyola Univer-

sity’'s Water Tower campus,
highlighting changes coming
to the statewide court systems
and ongoing preparations for
the reforms, which became a
flashpaoint for controversy in
recent vears and were put on
hold after Tllinois prosecutors
filed a lawsuit seeking to block
the measure, passed as part of
the SAFE-T Act, the sweep-
ing criminal justice reform
measure signed into law in
2021, m taking effect.

“We have had a human-
itarian crisis in that jail for

Tuwrn to Bond, Page 8

Aldermen
consider

loosening
work rules

If done, off-duty cops
would be allowed to
work security at bars

By A.D. Quig and Sam Charles
Chicago Tribune

Despite Chicago having one of
the most lenient moonlighting
policies for big-city police offi-
cers, some aldermen are look-
ing to make the rules even looser
and allow off-duty cops to begin
working security at bars and liquor
stores.

A panel of City Council
members is expected this month
to tackle the controversial idea
thatis part of a citywide policy that
also prevents police officers from
owning taverns or being bartend-
ers. The ownership restrictions
would remain in place under the
Propos;

The measure is supported
by some aldermen but was first
pushed by West Side Ald. Jason
Ervin, 28th. While Ervin said bars
and llquor stores can be “magnets

* he doesn't

those businesses from hiring secu-
rity puards who can arrest people,
if needed, or for the city to prevent
officers from legitimate employ-
ment.

“Regular security officers don’t
have the power to arrest, dom™t
have any statutory authod to
do anything other than security™
Ervin said, adding private security
guards can only detain people until
an officer arrives.

“A police officer can work at
Home Run Inn but not a liguor

Turn to Police, Page 7

INSIDE

White Sox manager Pedro Grifol.
CHRIS SWEDA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

White Sox hope to

avoid tragic number
Must finish 9-13 to avoid suffering
100 losses — a fitting exclamation

point to a horrid 2023 season,
Paul Sullivan in Chicago Sports

Sides clash at hearing
on Ryan Field rebuild
Residents have voiced objections

an proposal to hold concerts at the
wvenue. Chicagoland, Page 3

Redevelopment eyed
for warehouse
Proposal includes four-star hotel

with office. retail spaces and public
riverwalk in Chinatown. Business

Low 59

Complete Chicagoland forecast on Page 14
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Les alliés de I'Ukraine
réaffirment leur soutien

conquete du monde.

et des All Bh

ﬁm._ee_]usqu au 28 oct

Les Oecidentanx veulent wvoir
un encouragement dans les
premiéres percées de I'armée
ukrainienne a travers les i

gnes de défense musses, «Les
Ukrainiens gagnent du terrain
et cela prouve [importance de
notre goartien «, a souligné jeudi

le secrétaire général de 1"Otan,
Jens Stoltenberg. Le chef de la
diplomatie américaine, Ante
ny Blinken, a aussi salué la
« résilience extraordingire » des
Ukrainiens, annoncant a Kiev
1 milliard de dollars d’aide
supplémentaire. PAGES

EDITDH_[AL par Yves Thréard ythreard@lefigarofr

Au-dela du rugby

= une Coupe du monde a
4 Tautre, la France
E coup changé en s
j Et son rugby aw
- — q1.lI Flle accue
partie des matchs de la compe :|1|un en 2007,
elle n*éait pas lavorite, loin de L. L'enthow
slasme fur pourtant tel que le nombre de li
cenciés dans les chubs explosa dans la foulée.
Aujourdhud, en 2023, on sent la méme envie
dans ce pays éruptil, irritable, fractuné, mais
que les vertus du sport apaisent, =i I'on en
croit Emmanme]l Macron. Avec son inimita
ble sens de la formule, Antoine Blondin di
sait aimer I'ovalie pour sa rondeur, sa facalid
A rassemnbler dans la bonne humeur., Qui plus
est, les Bleus comptent cette fois parmi les
favoris. §'ils I'emportent en finake, le 28 oc
tobre prochain, la féte pourrait done ére
compléte chez les « Gaulois réfractaires = !
Certes, mais il faut d'abord gagner. Dés ce
soir, contre les mythiques et véloces All
Blacks, triples champions du monde. Lors de
leurs dernieres prestations, ils ont c
passage 4 vide, mais gare au poids
au godl de la victoire dans les mo
ments importants. 5i notre équipe les a bat
tus en quarts de finale en 2007 au terme

contre de folie, les Néo-Zélandais
perdu un match de poule dans
un mondial {31 victoires). Face & ces guer

riers sublimés par leur « hakas, les Tricolo

res devront jower la «sainte trouille= au
ventre, cette saine peur qui pousse i se
transcender; et faire preave du légendaire
« French flair =, cette tomche d extravagance
dans 'action qui déroute 1"adv ire. lls

. pourront  s’appuyer

DI‘J. aime sur la philosophie de
1 1 jeu de leur sélection

lﬂvahE neur, Fabien Galthie,

pour sa faite = de combar et de

rondeur, contrile de sod s, Sans

oublier leur demi de
safacultéa mee, consacrsé
meilleur  joueur du
rassembler monde, Sur la pelouse
comme dans le vestiaire, Antoine Dupont est
plus quun caplitaine, ¢ un genéral |
Trois fois finalistes de la Coupe du monde
(1947, 19949, 2011), les Bleus ont plus que ja
mais les moyens d'aller plus loin. Il ne faut
pas demander au rugby davantage qu'll ne
peut offrir, mais leur succes donnerait des
aibes 4 tout un pavs, pour kes Jeux olympigques
et an-dela des seuls terrains de sport... m

Impots, dette, JO...
La rentrée sous pression
d’Anne Hidalgo

A mi-mandat, la malre socta
liste de Paris n'échappe plus
aux critiques de ses oppo
sants, de certains de ses ad
ministrés et d"une partie de sa
majorité. 5i elle nfexclut pas

NEW BR 03 4
TIMEINSIRUMEN'I

de briguer un nouveau man
dat en 2026, I"édile de la capi-
lle devra d
réussir les numbrL ux deéfis qui
I"attendent pour cette année
4 hauts risgques. PAGES10ETI1
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Escape of terror suspect
prompts prison cuts row

Ministers are blamed for
staff shortages in jails on
second day of manhunt

Haroon Siddique
Dan Sabbagh
Aletha Adu

The escape of a former soldier from
a London prison provoked a furious
raw vesterday as ministers were con-
demned over cutsand staff shortages
that have left patentially dangerous
inmates in low-security prisons.

Swimmers attempting to cool down at

With the hunt for Daniel Khalifa,
21, involving 150 counter-terrorism
officers, the police were urgently try-
ing to establish whether he had help
fleeing from HMP Wandsworth. They
said Khalife - who faces espionage
and terror charges - had strapped
himselfto the bottom of a lorry, rais-
ing questions about the equipment
heused, and how he was not detected
as the vehicle left the prison.

The chiefinspector of prisons, the
chairof parliament s justice commit -
teeandthe Prison Officers Association
{PDA}all said HMP Wandsworth was
known to have staffing issues, adding
to pressure on the government over
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Parliament Hill Lidoin north London yestérday. which the Met

the escape on Wednesday moming,
which Labour said “beggars belief™.

Khalife's presence in a category B
prison when accused of such serious
offencesalso prompted concerns that
other high-risk inmates may be held
in security conditions not commen-
surate with their alleged crimes.

He is accused of planting fake
bombs and collecting information
that could be useful to an enemy
country, in breach of the Official
Secrets Act. The country is under-
staod to be Iran, though it is unclear
how strong the link is alleged to be.

The head of the Met's counter-ter-
rorism command, Dominic Murphy,

f s *

said: “If there are people out therein
London today, or anywhere else in
the UK, who are supporting Daniel
and have supported his escape and
are continuing tosupport him to pre-
vent his capture and return to prison,
those individuals commit sericus
criminal offences.”

While the hunt involving the
counter-terrorism police plus offic-
ers from the Met and other forces
remained largely focused on Lon-
don, the government faced questions
about the state of prisons and the
criminal justice svstem more widely.

Charlie Taylar, the chief
inspector of prisons, sald

M

Office provisionally said was the hottest day of the year, witha high of 32.6C in Surrey. News Page 7—

Friday
8 September 2023
]

Newspaper of the year

Five million
vapes being
binned each
week in UK

Sarah Marsh
Consumer affairs correspondent

Five million single-use vapes are
thrown away in the UK every week,
afourfold increase on 2022, research-
ers have found, prompting new calls
foraban. Councils and paediatricians
are among those demanding action
onvapesbecause ofhealthand envi
ronmental concerns.

Scatt Butler, theexecutive director
of Material Focus, the non-profit
organisation that conducted the
research, said the “prablem with sin-
gle-use vapes has got further out of
control” since it published research

| last year. “Single-use vapes are a
strong contender for being the most
environmentally wasteful, damag-
ingand dangerous consumer product
ever made,” he said.

Discarded vapes pose a threat to
public safety because their lithium
batteries can become flammable
when crushed. The potential cost
of collecting and recycling them is
£200m, according to Material Focus,
which it says should be paid for by
producers, importers and retailers,

Sales of disposable vapes have
soared to more than 360m annually,
with the number of young women
vaping every day more than tripling
in a year, government figures show.
Paediatricians sayitis “fast becoming
an epidemic among children”, and

bandispossblevapes. @@
One year into
his reign, is he
King Charles
the cautious?
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