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What’s
News
Business 2 Finance

* An appeals court ruled the
SEC must reconsider crypto
asset manager Grayscale's
application to launch the
first bitcoin ETF. the latest
setback for Gensler's efforts
to regulate the industry. A1

+ Employers reported
fewer open jobs last month,
adding to signs that the
solid labor market is gradu-
ally cooling in & higher-inter-
est-rate environment. A2

+ Major U.S. stock indexes
rose for a third consecutive ses-
sion, with the S&P 500, Nasdag
and Dow adwancing 1.5%, 1.7%
and 0.8%, respectively. B12

+ Warner Bros. Discovery is
in advanced talks to name
Mark Thoempson, a former
top executive of the Mew
York Timeas and the BBC, as
CHN's new leader. B1

#* Former Qualcomm boss
Paul Jacobs is taking over as
chief executive of Globalstar,
a satellite company that sup-
ports Apple's ermengency-Com-
munications capabilities. B1

# Google is selling broad ac-
cess to its most powerful &l
technology for the first time as
it races to make up ground in
the doud-software market. B4

# LS. Steel said it has =n-
tered into confidentiality
agreements with "numercus
third parties” and is starting
to share due diligence infor-
miation as it reviews bids for
the company or parts of it B2

#+ Meta said it took down an
online covert-influence oper-
ation aimed at advancing
China's interests and dis-
crediting its adversaries. B4

#+ Best Buy's sales and profit fell
in the second quarter as demand
for electronics moderated after
gains during the pandemic. B3

World - Wide
-

# The government named
10 drugs that will be subject
to the first ever price negoti-
aticns by Medicare, taking
aim at some of the most ex-
pensive and widely used
medicines in the U.S5. A1

+ Saudi Arabia is offering to
resume financial support to the
Palestinian Authority, Saudi offi-
cials and former Palestinian offi-
cials familiar with the disoussions
=aid, a sign the kingdom is mak-
ing a serious effort to overcome
obstacles to establishing diplo-
miatic relations with Israel. Al

+ A graduate student was
charged with first-degree
murder in the fatal shooting
of a professor at the Univer-
sity of Morth Carolina at Cha-
pel Hill, authorities said. A3

* An intemational law-enforoe—
ment operation has dismantled
a network of hundreds of thou-
sands of computers that crimi-
nals used to laundh cyberattacks
against critical industries world-
wide, LS, authorities said. A4

#* Wagner chief Prigozhin
was buried in S5t. Petersburg,
his press service and state
media reported, days after
the jet he was on crashed in
Russia, killing him and sev-
eral top commanders of his
paramilitary organization. A16

#+ A court in Pakistan sus-
pended Imran Khan's three-
year sentence in a corruption
case, a legal victory that comes
amid a continuing crackdown
on the oppesition leader
and his political party. A&

+ Air pollution is the world's
top threat to public health, re-
sponsible for reducing average
life expectancy by 2.2 years
worldwide, a report by the
University of Chicago's Energy
Policy Institute concluded. A6
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ON COURSE: Hurricane Idalia intensified over the Gulf of Mexico on Tuesday and was forecast to make landfall early
Waeadnesday in Floridas Big Bend region, where amergency preparations and evacuations were under way. A3

SEC Setback on Bitcoin E'TF
Drives Rally in Crypto Markets

By Pavr KiERNAN

WASHINGTON—A federal
appeals court ruled Tuesday
that the Securities and Ex-
change Commission must re-
consider crypbo asset manager
Grayscale Investments' applica-
tion to launch the first bitcoin
exchange-traded fund, the lat-
est setback for SEC Chair Gary
Gensler's efforts to regulate the
upstart industry.

P
¥

Bitcoin-related assets surged
on the news with traders bet-
ting the decision would pave
the way for broad investor ac-
cess o the Cryptocurrency.
Coinbase Global, the largest
publicly traded crypto ex-
change, rose 15%, and bitcoin
futures climbed more than 7%.

“The denial of Grayscale’s
proposal was arbitrary and ca-
pricious because the Commis-
sion failed to explain its differ

Idalia Strengthens as It Whirls Toward Florida

ent treatment of similar
products,” Circuit Judge Neomi
Fao, who was appointed by
then-President Donald Trump,
wrote on behalf of the court,
noting that the SEC has ap-
proved bitcoin futures ETFs.
The ruling was unanimous ina
panel of three judges, two of
whom were appointed by Dem-
ents,
decision by the US.
Court of Appeals for the D.C.

oy

Circuit marks the most recent
blow to Gensler's approach to
regulating crypto markets, The
agency had denied Gravscales
application to convert its bit-
coin trust, known as GETC, o
an ETF on the basis that spot
markets for bitcoin are unregu-
lated and subject to market

manipulation.
Grayscale called the ruling
“a monumental step for Ameri-
Please turn topage A5

U.S. Lists
10 Drugs
Subject Lo
Medicare
Price Culs

Government plans to
negotiate with firms

for first time in effort
to reduce spending

BY JARED S. HOPKING
AND STEPHANIE ARMOUR

The s, FOvVernmeant
named 10 drugs that will be
subject to the first ever price
negotiations by Medicare, tak-
ing aim at some of the most
widely used and costliest
medicines in the country.,

At stake is argushly the
povernment’s strongest effort
to date to tackle high drug
costs—if drugmakers can’t
persuade courts to scuttle the
negotiating powers that Mexdi-
care was granted last year.

Om the list of targeted med-
icines announced by the Biden
administration Tuesday are
treatments for cancer, diabe-
res and heart disease that can
cost tens of thousands of dol-
lars a year or more, including
blocd thinner Eliguis and dia-
betes treatment Jardiance.

Medicare spent $50.5 bil-
Lion on the drugs last year, JP-
Morgan Chase estimated.

“This is a major step to-
ward reducing drug spending,”
said Stacie Dusetzina, a health
policy professor at Vanderbilt
University School of Medicine
who studies drug costs.

Lawmakers seeking to ad-
dress high and increasing
drug costs had spent years
rying to authorize gowvern-
ment negotiations. President
Biden said the administration
wouldn't back down from the

Flease turn topage A2

Saudi Arabia Offers
Palestinians Funds
As It Courts Israel

By Dron Missesaaum
AND SUMMER Sarn

Saudi Arabia is offering to
resume financial suppaort to
the Palestinian Authority,
Saudi officials and former Pal-
estinian officials familiar with
the discussions said, a sign
the kingdom is making a seri-
ous effort to overcome obsta-
eles to establishing diplomatic
relations with Israel.

Saudi officials said they are
trying to secure Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas's
support for open ties with Is-
rael, providing maore legitimacy
o any eventual agreement and
forestalling any accusations the

kingdom would sacrifice Pales-
tinian efforts to establish an
independent state to advance
its own goals. Recognizing [s-
rael is especially sensitive for
Saudi Arabia because it hosts
Islam's holiest sites, giving it a
special status in the Muslim
waorld, where Palestinian state-
hood remains a rallying cry.
The Saudi outreach has
fueled a debate among Pales-
tinian leaders about whether
to back the kKingdom's owt-
reach to Israel—a move that
would represent a significant
shift from officials who ac-
cused Gulf leaders of stabbing
them in the back when they

INSIDE

SPORTS
Angels’ Ohtani keeps
averyone guessing
about his plans to
treat injury. A2

BUSINESS & FINANCE
Blackstone joins with
“Vornado to develop
new film, TV studic in
Manhattan. en

A Lile in

Hiding

Hunted by Taliban

An Afghan interpreter is a target after
years working with U.S. Special Forces

By Sune ENGEL RAsMUSSEN

Ahmad Jawed wakes at 7
a.m. in a daily routine that
has so far kept him alive.

He packs milk and bread
into the backpacks of his 8-
vear-old son and G-year-old
daughter and walks them to
school, hop 1o PASS LU=
ticed. There and back, he
wears sunglasses, a pan-
demic-era surgical mask and
the type of skull cap worn
by Pashtuns, the ethnicity of
most Taliban.

When he returns to the

family's fourth-floor apart-
ment in Kabul, he has break-
fast with his wife, Palwasha.
After the meal, she leaves
for work as a hospital mid-
wife, the familyv's sole sup-
porter. Jawed spends the
rest of the day at home with
his 3-year-old daughter, tap-
ping at his laptop and
watching TV, afraid to wen-
ture outside, trapped in idle
humiliation. I live like a
prisoner," he said.
A decade ago, Jawed
worked as an interpreter for
Please turmn topage A8

College
Characters
Hit Weddings
Fans pay to have

mascols attend

personal events

By MeGan TaGaml

Brianna Dial was taking
photos with her family after
her wedding ceremomny in
Aloha, Ore., when she spotted
a guest she hadn't previously
noticed, or even invited.

She gasped—and then ran
straight into the arms of the
guest, “Benny Beaver,” the mas-
cot of Oregon State University.

“1 am not exaggerating, 1
was more excited to see Benny
than T was to do a first look
with my husband,” said Dial.

Maost people know mascols
as zany costumed characters
that dance around college sta-
divms and whip up the crowd.
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Despite Big

By Jonw KEmwsan anvo Bos Trra

2N reached a $£6 billion set-
tlement this week to end the
largest single mass tort in U.S.
history, and it agreed in June
to pay up to $12.5 billion to
resolve litigation on so-called
forever chemicals.

But its legal troubles are
far from owver, clouding the
prospects of one of the U.5."s
best-known manufacturers.

The continuing legal mo-
rass ls adding to 3M's costs,
eating into its profits and de-
manding the attention of its
executives as the company
tries to contain the fallout
from products developed de-
cades earlier.

Thousands of people are
suing the Minnesota-based
manufacturer, alleging that
3M products containing chem-
icals known as PFAS made
them sick. States have filed
lawsuits, too, claiming 3M and
other companies contaminated

Legal Wi

oes Remain

Settlements

their scil and waterwaws.
Analysts said those cases
could add billions of dollars
on top of what 3M has already
committed to pay to hundreds
of municipal water systems al-
legedly contaminated by PFAS.
and thousands of military wet-
erans who claim earplugs pro-
duced by a 3M subsidiary
failed to protect their hearing.
Kevin Rhodes. the com-
pany's chief legal affairs offi-
cer, said it is too early to dis-
cuss how the remaining PFAS
cazes may be resolved. “That
will take time,"” he said Tues-
day on an investor call.
Lawsuits related to PFAS
and the military-grade ear-
plugs have swelled to become
some of the biggest product 1i-
ability litigations in history,
with hundreds of thousands of
claims [iled against 3M, the
maker of Scotch tape, Post-it
MNotes and Nexcare bandages.
The legal challenges have
Please turn topage A4

Salesforce.
#1 CRM.

Ranked #1 for CRM Applications based on
IDC 2022 Revenue Market Share Worldwide.
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Will Italy squander its €190bn EU bonanza?

G READ, PAGE 13

USA $2.50 Cansda C53.00

JANMAN GAMNESH, PAGE 15

Goldman Sachs bought UK and US
companies using Chinese state cash

sas

o ‘Partnership fund’ set up in 2017 & Targets in critical sectors e Deals defy west’s unease over Beijing

KAYE WIGGINS — HONG KONG

WILL LOUCH — LONDON

Goldman Sachs has used a fund set up
with Chinese state money to buy a series
of US and UK companics, inchading one
with a.cyber security business that pro-
vides services to the British gowern-
ment, cven as tensions rise between
Beijing and the west.

The Wall Strect bank has struck seven
deals using cash from a $2.5ba private
equity “partnership fund™ it sct up in
2017 with the sovereign wealth fund
China Investment Corporation, scoond.
ing to multiple people with knowledge
ot Fmd aewd s Operatisns.

The deals include a start-up that
tracks global supply chains, a consul
tancy that sdvises on clowd computing,
adrug testing company and a manufac-
turer of systems used for AL drones and
electric-vehicle batterics. The bank
announced it had invested in the com.
pankes, but did mot say the deals were
financed at least partly from the fund.

The deals show how private equity
funds have helped sovercign wealth
[T B T T O e e —"
pandes kncrithcal sectors as westerngov-
emments ramp up scrutiny of foreign
investoent, particulariy from China.

The bank's then-chiel exocutive Lioyd
Blankfein launched the China-US
Industrial Co-operation Partnership
Fund during Donald Trump's state visit
o Beljing in 2007, The bank said C1C

e an “anchor investor™ and play
an active robe in helping the companics
it bought to expand kn China,

Despite fraught ties between Beijing
and the west, Goldman has stepped up
the fund's activity, making four invest.
ments in 2021 and one last year.

In 2021, Goldman used the partner-
ship fund with CIC to help finance its
purchase of LROQA, the inspections and
cyber unit of UK maritime classifica-
thons group Lloyd's Register. LROW car-
ries out certification services, and oper-
ates in the aerospace, defence, energy
and health industrics among others.

The business includes cyber security
group Nettitude, which says on its web-
site that it s an service pro-
vider for the UK government and helps

Berlin rent restraints fall to

ease pain for city’s tenants
Limits on kease increases, incuding an
attempt fo impose 3 cap, and strong
fenants” rights are nod enough ho avert
hardship for Berlin's renters. In a city
where 84 per cent of households renf,
competition is ferocious. The image of
the artists” haven has been shattered
by an influx of newcomers from tech
nomads fo . and waves
of refugees. As house building traed
demand, rents doubled between 2018
and 200, tripling in fashicnable areas.
Soaring demand » racz 3

hina ri

Issues flagged C

Trade relations: US co

perce secretary Gima Ra.lumbdo-andi.‘hinas vice-premier
in Beijing yesterday. Raimondo warned that U5 companies were

Lifeng head to their seats Fo

ming to see China as too risky to invest in Beifing u

mreeting at thrl..rﬁl IIaJInElJlrI'\mp]c
rped o redh

to “strengthen government and defence
organisations across the world™. Its
work includes “ethical hacking®, in
which its staff attempt v hack clients”
systems to assess their vulnerabilities.

Purchased groups include
one with a cyber security
arm that provides services
to the UK government

In the LRQA deal and others, the
Gobdman-CIC fund invested alongside
private funds that the bank manages,
mcaning Uhat Beijing's financial involve-
ment was relatively small. But the sow-
ereign fund i more closely involved
with the companies it buys than typical
imvestors inmost buoyout fands.

“China represents 40 per cent of the
global certification market and we are
currently under-represented there,
which is something we are secking to

address in part with assistance from the

[Goldman-CIC) fund,” LRQA said. It
said that Nettitude had no business in
China and neo plans to set up there, and
had mo interaction with CHC.

Goldman said: “The co-operation
fumd s a US fund run by a US manager,
and is managed 1o be in compliance with
all laws and regulations. It comtinues to
imvest in US and global companies, help-

ing them increase their sales into the
China market.”

The fund has also invested in US com-
panies Cprime, a cloud computing

Breach at]atiah cyber séCurity agéncy
blamed on Beijing-backed hackers

LEQ LEWIS — TOKYD

The srganisation responsible for
Japan’s national defences against cyber
attacks has itsell been infilirated by
hackers, who may have gained access
to sensitive data for as long as nine
ot s

According to three government and
private sactor sources familiar with the
situation, Chinese state-backed hackers
were believed to be behind the attack.on
Japan's Mational Center of Incident
Readiness and Strategy for Cybersecu-
rity, which began kast sutumn and was
not detected until June.

The discowery of the incident and the
sensitivity of the target comes ak a time:
of un nted scrutiny of Japan's
vulnerability to cyber attack. Tokyo is
embarking on deeper military oo sper-
ation with the US and regional allies,

inchuding work on a joint fighter project
with the UK and Italy, in which secret.
technological data will be exchanged.

Governmeni cyber securily experts in
both the US and UK have expressed
strung reservations about Japan's ability
tosafely handle data

This month The Washington Post
reported the discovery of an attack on
Japan's defence networks by Chinese
military hackers in 2020. In July, the
port of Nagoya was temporarily closed
in what was believed to be a Russlan

attack. But

raised in Tokyo owver whether the Lm'l-
dient was part of a push by state actors
such as China to test Japan's defences.

MISC announced in carly Augast that
some personal data linked to email
exchanges between October last year
and June this year might have leaked
after its email system was hacked. The

breach appeared to have been via the
account ofa member, NISC:

NISC sent a series of emailed notices
1o private and governmental partners in
Japan and overseas warning them that
dlartaa msigght have been comgpromised.

MISC sits within the Cabinet Office,

amd two people Bamiliar with the attack
said it had triggered an investigation
into whether the access gained had
allowed hackers to target other, highly
sensitive servers within the same buaild-
img in Todoyo.
China's foreign affairs ministry dis-
missed claims that the country was
behind the attack. It said the NISC state-
ment did not mention China and urged
Tokyo to book instead at the US, which it
said was known for spyingonallies.

Additional reporting by Kana Inagaki in
Tukye and foe Leaty in Beijing
Last lessons from Ukraine page 2
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adviser; Parexel, a drug testing group;
Project44, a start-up that tracks supply
chains; Aptos, a retail tech group: Visusl
Comfort & Co, a lighting company, and
Boyd Corporation, a maker cooling sys-
teems fior machine kearning.

A UK official said the government
could not commient on specific acquisi-
tions, but added that it would not hesi-
tate to wse its powers o protect any
mational seeurity conoermns.

Additional reparting by Cheng Leng and
Jarmes Politi

We need to care more about the rule of law

Briefing

= Credit Suisse lawsuit
against blog settled by UBs
UBS has reached a deal in a case
against & popular finance blog
over what Eiled lender Credit
Suisse claimed were abusive
reader comments. It is UBSs
Iatest move o clear up begacy
disputes sinoe its resoue.— FAGES

= Ulcraine funding threat
Disagreements among EU states
have delayed funding to shore up
Kyiv, as war sceptics in Europe
and the US point to the limited
gains made by Ulraine's summer
affensive against Russia — pase 2

protect their hearing. — racr &

» Sign of US jobs cooling
Vacancles have hit the lowest
level in mare than two years, with
fewer people quitting. The figures
fuel hopes that the market Is cool
enough to allow the Fed to forgn
e rabe rises this year.— race &

maturing next week in the latest
sign of distress in the country’s

Property secior.— PAGE B

» German drone arrest
A German of Russian origin has

drones deployed in the Ukraine
war, the problem of

sanctions evasion.— PAGE 3

» Berlin in €7bn tax break

relief in & move aimed at reviving
a faltering economy and polishing
the image of a three-way coalition
weakened by squabbling. — Face 2

= Franoe tourism record
France's tourism ministry has

projected spending by overseas
tourists will reach €64bn-€67ba

cost of living pressures.— pace 5

FTWeekend

HTSI, inside FT Weekend
Saturday and Sunday
2-3 September

FT.COM/HTSI




“All the News
That's Fit to Print"
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LATE EDITION
Today, partly cloudy, showers and a
thunderstorm into the early after-
mooa, high 84, Teakght, clear, low 64.
Tomorrow, sunny, less humid, high
75. Weather map is on Page BI12.
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Guarding Over the Dead

The burial of the mercenary Yevgeny V. Prigozhin was shrouded in misinformation, preventing a public display of support. Page A7.

Beijing Dispels
Economic Pain
Felt on Streets

By VIVIAN WANG
SHANGHAI — To the residents
vl business owners of Chedun, a
working-class neighborhood in
the soumhwestern owtskirts of
Shanghai, the signs of an anemic
economy are all around. The fac-
tories that once drew workers
from around the country have
moved away. Those that remain
have slashed wages. Around the
affordable eateries and motley
shops where workers once
crowded, employees eagerly latch
onto anyone passing by:

“Mo one has money now, it's ob-
Wil " Cherry Qian, 25, said as
she sat inside the electronics store
she manages. On Sunday after-
noon it seen  only one
customern.

But there’s one place the down-
urn isn't as ious: in the gov-
EFMIMENt’s Socount of it.

A gulf has emerged between the
Chinese economy as many Chi-
nese are experiencing it, and Bei-
jing's narrative of it — and that
gulf is only widening. For many
ordinary Chinese, one of the worst
economic slbowdowns the country
has faced in decades has translat-
ed into widespread pessimism
and resignation. But state media
and officials continue to declare
thar any challenges are blips.

Concerns about the economy,
propaganda outlets have insisted,
have been inflated by Western po-
liticians and media outlets en-
gaged in "cognitive warfare” One
social me account backed by
China's state broadcaster re-
keased a video that purported to

Continued on Page A6

Homes Lost, Maui Struggles to Save Its Schools

By NICHOLAS BOGEL-BURROUGHS
KAANAPALI, Hawsail The
flames that ripped through La-
haina needed only a few hours to
take nearly everything from Aina
Kohler. Her house. Her surfing
school and cafe. And her parents’
home, where she was raised.

Three weeks later, the flames
are gone but they have continued
to take, robbing Ms. Kohler's 12-
year-old son — and hundreds of
other children — of what was sup-
posed to be the first few weeks of
the school year.

The deadly fire on Aug. 8 de-
stroyed King Kamehameha 111 El-
ementary School in Lahaina and
forced all three of the other public
schools in vown to close until offi-
cials determine that the air and

Parents See Returning
to Classroom as Vital
to Recovery

water are safe. As of Monday,
nearly 60 percent of the 3,004 pub-
lic school students in Lahaina, a
historic town in West Maui, had
not enrclled in another public
school or signed up for remote
classes, essentially wvanishing
from the school system.

Ms. Kohler’'s son, Kimo Varona,
whaose first day of sixth grade was
supposed to be the day after the
fire, still hasn't returned v class
weeks later as his family staysata
West Maui house that was offered

as a refuge by a family they had
never met. Kimo, whose educa-
tion was already upended by
Covid-19 closures, longs for some
sense of normalcy with his class-
miates.

“The kids are having 1o grow up
really fast right now” said Ms.
Kohler, a firefighter on Maui who
helped respond o the Lahaina
blaze and has turned her focus to
finding an adequate school pro-
gram for her son.

In recent interviews, parents
and teachers said that they lived
in West Maui because of the
vightknit community there and
thart they now fear losing it if the
state cannot quickly reopen
schools in Lahaina.

There are no obvious solutions

Continued on Page A%

BATLEY ROBERTS FOR THE MEW YORK TIMES

After the deadly Lahaina fire, Kini Varona landed a coveted spot at Maui Prep and is back in class.

Military Pilots
Train to Fight
Beside Robots

Tests of A.J. Wingmen
Signal Shift for U.S.

By ERIC LIPTON

EGLIMN AIR FORCE BASE,
Fla. — It is powered into flight by
a rocket engine. It can fly a dis-
tance equal to the width of China.
It has a stealthy design and is ca-
pable of carrying missiles that can
hit enemy targets far beyond its
visual range.

But what really distinguishes
the Air Force's pilotless X(Q-58A
Valkyrie experimental aircraft is
tha is run by a cial intelli-
gence, putting it at the forefront of
efforts by the LS, military o har-
ness the capacities of an emerging
technology whose vast povential
henefits are tempered by deep
concerns about how much autono-
my to grant io a lethal weapon.

Essentially & next-generation
drone, the Valkyrie is a prototype
for what the Air Force hopes can
hecome a potent supplement woits
fleet of traditional fighter jets, giv-
ing human pilots a swarm of
highly capable robot wingmen to
deploy in Dattle. [t5 mMission is to
marry artificial intelligence and
ntify and evalu-
nemy threats and then, after
getting human sign-off, to move in
for the kill

On a recent day at Eglin Air
Force Base on Florida's Gulf
Coast, Maj. Ross Elder, 34, a test
pilot from West Virginia, was pre-
paring for an exercise in which he
would fly his F-15 fighter along-
side the Valkyrie.

“[t's a wery strange feeling’
Major Elder said, as other mem-
bers of the Air Force team pre-
pared to vest the engine on the Val-
kyrie. “I'm flying off the wing of
something that's making its own
decisions. And it's not a human
brain”

The Valkyrie program provides
a glimpse into how the LS. weap-
ons business, military culture,
combat tactics and competition
with al mations are being re-
shaped in possibly far-reaching
ways by rapid advances in tech-
nology.

The emergence of artificial in-
telligence is helping to spawn a
new generation of Penmagon con-
tractors who are seeking to under-
cut, or at least disrupt, the bong-
standing primacy of the handful of
giant firms who supply the armed
forces with planes, missiles, tanks
and ships.

The possibility of building fMleets
of smart but relatively inexpen-
sive weapons that could be de-
ployed in large numbers is allovw-
ing Pentagon officials vo think in
new ways about taking on enemy
foroes.

It also is forcing them o con-
fromt questions about what role
humans should play in conflicts
waged with software that is writ-
ten to Kill, a question that is espe-
cially fraught for the United
States given its record of errant
strikes by conventional drones
that inflict civilian casualties. And
gaining and maintaining an edge
in artificial intelligence is one ele-
ment of an increasingly open race
with China for technological supe-
rority in ional security

Continued on Page A 10

U.S. NAMES DRUGS
SELECTED TO FACE
PRICE BARGAINING

A FIRST FOR MEDICARE

Pharmaceutical Industry
Among Those Suing
Over the Program

By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG

and REBECCA ROBBINS

The Biden administration on
Tuesday unveiled a long-awaited
list of the first 10 medicines that
will be subject to price negotia-
tions with Medicare, kicking off a
landmark program to reduce drug
spending that is being fought by
the pharmaceutical industry in
court.

The medications — which treat
diabetes, cancer and oth -
tions — are taken by mi
older Americans and cost Medi-
care billions of dollars annually.
e Centers for Medicare & Med-
icaid Services selected the drugs
through a process that prioritized
those that account for the highest
Medicare spending, have been on
the market for years and do not
Fel [ace competition from rivals.
Additional medications will be se-
lected for price negotiations in the
coming years.

Me-di

nes Up for Negotiation

Eliquis Bristor Myers Squibh and Pizer
Prevanting strokes and biood clots
Jardiance Soetvinger Ingeiem and £V Lk
[uabetes and heart failune

Xaretto sohnson & sonnson

Strokes and blood clots

Jamandia Ak

Duabstes

Farxiga AstraZonocn

[wabetes, heart failure and chronic
kidney desaase

Entresto hovartis
Heart failure

Enbrel Amgen

Arthritis, avtoimmune conditions
Iemabrurvica Absivie and orsan & Johnson
Blood cancers

Stelara Johnson & lohnson

Crohn's disease

Fiasp and NevolLog vovo Nordisk
Insulin products for diabetes

The list of drugs had some over-
lap with what experts had ex-
pected. Its release was an impor-
tant moment for Democrats, who
have campaigned on a promise to
lower the cost of prescription
drugs. President Biden marked
the occasion with remarks at the
White House, in another sign that
he intends to make reducing
health care costs a theme of his
2024 re-election campaign.

“This is a long time in coming,”
Mr. Biden declared after being
troduced by a Tl-year-old Morth
‘Carolina man wiohas a rare biood
cancer and diabetes. The presi-
dent assailed the pharmaceutical
industry over the cost of drugs,
saying. “We're going to Keep
standing up to Big Pharma, and
we're not going to back down™

In a statement, Stephen J. Ubl,
the chief executive of the Pharma-
ceutical Research amd Manufac-

Continued on Paoge A13

Trump Divides and Diminishes Michigan G.O.P.

By NICK CORASANITI

The Michigan Republican Party
is starving for cash. A group of
prominent activists — including a
former statewide candidate
was hit this month with felony
charges connected to a bizarre
plot to hijack election machines.
And in the face of these troubles,
suspicion and infighting have
been running high. A recent state
committes ng led to a fist-
fight, a spinal injury and a pair of
shatered dentures.

This turmoil is one measure of

g

Deniers of Election Keep
Donors on Sideline

the way Donald 1 Trump's lies
about the 2020 election have rip-

ed through his party. ile Mr
Trump has just begun  wrestle
with the consequences of his
tions — including two indictments
related to his attempt to oOverturn
the 2020 results — the vast ma-
chine of activists, donors and vol-
unteers that power his party has

been reckoning with the fallout for
VEears.

As the party looks toward the
presidential election next year,
the strains are glaring. Mr
Trump's election lies spread like
wildfire in Michigan, breaking the
state party into ardent believers
and pragmatists Wanting o move
on. Biter ues, pOWer strug-
gles and contentious primaries
followed, leaving the Michigan
Republican Party a husk of its

The battleground has steadily
grown safer for Democrats. No

Continued on Page Al6

Theaters Thrived on Subsecribers, Till They Quit

By MICHAEL PAULSON

ENOXVILLE, Tenn. — As a
group of siagehands assembled
train cars for the setof “Murder on
the Orient Express,” Ken Martin
looked grimly at his email. His
first year as artistic director at the
Clarendce Brown Theater in
KEnoxville, Tenn., was coming to
an end, and the theater had
missed its income goals by sev-
eral hundred thousand dollars,
largely because it had lost about
half its subscribers since the start
of the pandemic,

Pandemic, Video Apps
and Age Contribute

“I've already had o tear up one
show, because of a combination of
cost and I don't think it's going o
sell,” he said. “1"'m in the same boat
as a kot of theaver companies:
How do I get the audience back,
and once | get them in the door,
how do I keep them for the mext
shiow 2™

The nonprofit theater world's

industrywide crisis, which has led
1o chosings, layofifs and a reduction
in the number of shows being
staged. is being exacerbated by a
steep drop in the number of peo-
ple who buy theater subscrip-
tions, in which they pay upfront to
see most or all of a season’s shows.
The once-lucrative subscription
model had been waning for years,
but it has fallen off a cliff since the
pandemic struck.

It is happening across the na-
tion. Seattle’s Sth Avenue Theater
had 13,566 subscribers last sea-

Continued on Page A20
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Testing Uganda’s Antigay Law

A 20-year-old man has been charged

with “aggravated homosexuality” a

crime punishable by death under a

statute passed in May. PAGE A5
Menace [srael’s Arabs

At least 155 Arab citizens have died this

year in violence largely atributed to
organized crime. PAGE A4

\ v T
MNATIONAL AS8-17, 20
A Toddler’s Slow Recovery

Catherine Arias was shot in the head in
January. Now 2, she requires therapy

five days a week. PAGE AS

Grieving in Jacksonwville

A community remembers a recent
graduate, a “bright soul” and a doting
dad, all victims of a rampage. PAGE Al12

SPORTS B7-9
A Late-Blooming U.5. Hope

Tommy Paul, a rising American who
gives Carlos Alcaroe fits, has taken a
bumpy road to tennis success. PAGE BY
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FOOD D1-8

Making Marvelous Macarons

Making these French cookies can be
challenging, but it's doable for any

home baker, Claire Saffitz says. PAGE D2

Martini, Please, No Umbrella

Many men still avoid drinking owt of

glasses, garnished with fruit and other
items, they deem wo feminine. PAGE D1

China's Risky Reputation

Gina Raimondo, the commerce secre-
tary, emphasized ULS. concerns over
harsh treatment of foreign companies
and national security issues in a meet-
ing with top officials in Beijing. PAGE Bl

Tech Bros Plan a City

Investors from the technalogy industry
with an audacious dream are behind the
mysterious purchases of $000 million
worth of remote California land. Now

the political fight begins. PAGE B
OPINION Al1E-19
Esau McCaulley PAGE Al9

ARTS C1-8
Aiming to Be the Exception

The creator of the Neiflix series “One
Piece” hopes o defy a discouraging
track record for Eve-action manga
and anime adaptations.,
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Biden
targets
10 drug
prices

U.S. announces first
items for negotiations
in an effort to reduce
Medicare costs.

By ToM MURPHY,
AMANDA SEITE
AND CHRIS MEGERIAN

President Biden touted
the potential cost savings of
Medicare's first-ever price
negotiations for widely used
prescription drugs on Tues-
day as he tries to convince
Americans that he has im-
proved thelr lives as he runs
for reelection.

The drugs include the
‘blood thinner Eliquis, diabe-
tes treatment Jardiance and
eight other medications.
The negotiation process was
authorized under the Infla-
tion Reduction Act, which
Biden signed last year, cap-
ping decades of debate over
whether the federal govern-
ment should be allowed to
haggle with pharmaceutical
companies.

Any lower prices won't
take effect for three years,
and the path forward could
be further complicated by
litigation from drugmakers
and heavy criticism from Re-
publicans.

But the eflfort is a center-
piece of Bidens reelection
pitch as the Democrat tries
to show Americans he's de-
serving of a second term be-
cause of the work he's doing
to lower costs while the
country is struggling with in-
flation. The drug negotia-
tions, like many of Biden's
‘biggest policy mowves. will
take time to play out, and his
challenge is to persuade Lhe
public ta be patient.

"Forall of you out there, T
get it. and millions of Ameri-
cans get it," Biden said at the
White House. “I promise
you, I'm going to have yvour
back and I'll never stop
Elgat.lng for you on this is-
sue.”

He noted that he got *no
help from the other team™ —
meaning Republicans —
when it came to lowering
prescription costs,

The drugs on the list an-
nounced Tuesday ac-
counted for $3.4 billion in
out-of-pocket costs for Med-

[See Medicare, A9]

MNew pricing ahead?

The 10 prescription drugs —
and their commaonly

treated conditions —
targeted for Medicare's
pricc negotiations:

m Elig Prevention and
trBatment of blood clots

treatment of blood clots:
reduction of risk for pa-
tients with coronary or
peripheral artery disease

- Jarlu\r a: Diabetes
- Far::lga' Dlabetes' neart
failure; chronic kidney dis-

ease

= Entresto: Heart failure

- Enhra Rncumatmd
arthritis; psoriasis; psoriatic
arthritis

- |l’|’lbl’ll\l'IC-E Blood cancer

m Stelara: Psoriasis: psoriat-
ic arthritis; Crohn's diseass;

PenFill: Diabetes

2028 WSCE
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POWERFUL IDALIA

TaMIL LAGE AFP/Getty Imoges

A man carries a woman in Batabana, Cuba, on Monday as Tropical Storm Idalia neared. On Tuesday.
Idalia strengthened to a Category 2 hurricane as it approached Florida's Gulf Coast. NATION, Ad

BY LOUIS SAHAGON

GLANT

by recent wildfires,
The animal

really decent howl.™
“All T could think was,

right ™™

Southern

SEQUOLA NATIONAL
MOMNUMENT, Calif. — On the morn-
ing of July 6, Michelle Harris saw a
huge canid with yellow eyes dash
across a fire road lined with charred
snags and giant sequoias blackened

“paused, started to
pace and made clipped barking
sounds — like it was very worried
about something,"” recalled Harris. a
biologist whowas working on a resto-
ration project in the area. “Then it
tilted its head back and let out a

‘It doesn't
look like a coyote, but it has to be,

Animal tracks and DNA analysis
of scat and hair samples determined
it was an adult fermale gray wolf, the
leader of a previously undetected
pack settling into Giant Sequoia Na-
tional Monument — a reglon of the
[See Wolf, AG])

A NEW PACK IN TOWN

Gray wolves return to Giant Sequoia park after 100 years

Califarnia Department of Flah and W

GRAY WOLF OR-93 traveled from Oregon to Southern Califor
in 2021, a journey that presaged the endangered predators’ return.

ia

mmes

latimes.com

ANALYSIS

Student
privacy
rights

at issue

Does telling a parent
their child identifies
as trans violate state
law? Experts unsure.

By PRISCELLA VEGA

As a wave of California
public school districts ex-
plore policies around stu-
dents and gender identity,
the extent to which state law
grants young people privacy
rights from their parents has
come under a sharp spot-
light. And while the state’s
Democratic leaders contend
such privacy rights are clear-
cut, constitutional experts
say the legal reali
more nuanced, igniting a
heated debate likely to mowve
its way through the courts.

The guestion of what re-
sponsibility schools have for
alerting parents if students
say or do something to lden-
tify as gender-nonconform-
ing is popping up on schoaol
board agendas in conserva-
tive pockets across Califor-
nia. In many cases. the
policies are being pushed by
a newly elected class of
emphatically conservative
trustees, ushered in last vear
as part of a broader revolt in
“red” California agalnst
COVID-related mask man-
dates and school closures.

The Chino Valley Unified
School District in San Ber-
nardino County in July be-
came the first to adopt a pol-
icy requiring schowols to in-
form parents if a student
identified as transgender or
gender-nonconforming, fol-
lowed soon after by Murrieta
Valley TTnified and Temecula
Walley Unified in Riverside
County, The policy is under
discussion in other districts,
including Orange Unified

TUnder Chino Valley's pol-
icy. district staff are reguired
to notify parents in writi
within three days if they be-

[See Gender, A6]

Some in Hawaii are
considering leaving
for California or Las
Vegas after wildfire.

By JAWEED KALEEM AND
SampHYA KAMBHAMFPATI

Since the Lahaina fire in-
cinerated her apartment,
Tatiana Kamelamela-Liua
hasbeen at a crossroads.

A lifelong inhabitant of
the islands whao is of Native
Hawallan and FPacifle Is-
lander heritage, she knows

no home bult Hawaii and
feels close to “the aloha of
the community that you
can't find anywhere else.”

But she's afraid that the
tourism that sustains her
family won't return and that
after thousands of homes
were lost in the deadly fire on
Maul, they won't find an arf-
fordable place Lo live.

That's what led Hame-
lamela-Liua, 26, to broach
a previously unthinkable
qguestion.

“I asked my husband ifwe
should mowve to Vegas," she
sald, suggesting the couple
and their toddler could cre-

Jax C. HONG Assoclated Press

RESIDENTS OF Maui worry that tourism won't rebound and they won't be able
to find affordable housing. Above, crosses in Lahaina, Hawaii, honor fire victims,

On Maui, mainland beckons

ate a new life in the desert
city affectionately called
“the ninth island™ for its
large population of Hawai-
ians and former Hawaii resi-
dents.

“We have family there,”
Kamelamela-Liua sald. “It's
cheaper_And they have a ton
of hotels to work in.”

The allure of the main-
land has long won over peo-
ple from the state with the
nation's highest cost of liv-
ing. Now, experts fear the
fire and the redevelopment
that follows could speed up
gentrification of Maul and

[Soe Maui, A5]

Digital footprints
are tricky to erase

State Senate bill aims
to assist consumers,
but business groups
are objecting.

By QUEENIE WONG

John Gllmore knows how
tough it is for pecple Lo scrub
their personal data from the
internet. even in California,
where consumers have pri-
wacy rights.

“It's & '.'ery labor-inten-
sive process,” said Gilmore,
who heads research at
DeleteMe. a company that
people can pay Lo remove
their information from wels-
sites. "There's no way for the

average person to under-
stand whether the efforts
they're making help or not.”
California was on the cut-
ting edge when it passed a
digital privacy law in 2018,
but one of the protections it
granted has proved difficult
for people to use. Though
the law gives Californians
the rght to ask businesses
to delete their personal in-
formation, it requires mak-
ing the reguest one at a time
to potentially hundreds of
companies. That has made
it hard for people to erase
their digital footprints, es-
pecially because the law has
exceptions that allow busi-
nesses Lo deny a deletion re-

Cuest.
[See Drigital, AS]

Tears in court for
L.A. politician
There was good reason
to cry at Mark Ridley-
Thomas’ sentencing.
Erika D. Smith writes.
CALIFORNIA, B1

Volunteer pilots
save shelter dogs
The nonprofit Amelia
Air ferries animals from
cerowded facilities to
rescues. CALIFORNTA, Bl

Hottest shows

on TV are reruns
As the strikes continue,
“Suits” and “Ugly Betty™
stream to legions of ew
fans. cALENDAR, E1
Weather

Mlostly suniy.
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Concerns
grow with
teacher

vacancies

Study finds a worsening
shortade that leaves
schools serambling

By MoRian BaLiNGiT

Jackson Green, the principal
of Charles M. Sumner Education
Campus in rural Maine, said he
will start the year with just one
vaeaney. But that achievement
was possible only becanse about
80 percent of open teaching
positions this vear were filled
with long-term substitute teach-
ers after he was unable to find
qualified edwcators. Long-term
subs don't need teacher traini
or a college degree. Many of his
mew hires lack both.

Last year, desperate for a math
teacher, he recruited a waitress
from & local restaurant, even
though she did not have a college
degree. She still works in the
district whllt she earns her col-
lege degre:

Hewaﬂ:h published last week
shows that teacher shortages are
worsening in seweral states, and
it was not a pandemic aberra-
tion. Instead, it seems to be part
of a worrisome trend: Teachers
are leaving the classroom at
higher rates, and the pool of
eandidates is naot big enough to
replace them.

Tuan Nguyen, o Kansas State
University education professor,
last year set out with two col-
leagues o collect statewide data
on teacher shortages. They
counted more than 36500 va-
cancies in 37 states and DUC. for
the 2021-2022 school year. On
Aug. 23, they published updated

SEE TEACIHERS ON AT

She made
Booz Allen
answerable
to the U.S.

Whistleblower’s filing on
billing practices brought
3377 million settlement

BY Diavin Nakaniora

Omly a few months into a new
finance job, Sarah Feinberg was
stunned when a senior manager
with a Northern Virginia-based
defense contractor called federal
anditors “too stpid” to notice
overcharging, according to a fed-
eral cum'plmnt she filed.

Feinberg
said  she had
warned the
manager that
the company,
Booz
Hamilton, was
losing  tens of
millions of daol-
lars and, in her
viemay, Iling
more than it should on US. gov-
ernment contracts to cover the

During the ensuing nine
months, she repeatedly ralsed
concerns with senior executives,
including internal compliance of-
ficials and the chief financial offi-
cer, acconding toe the 37-page civil
complaint she filed against Booz

SEE WHISTLEELOWER 0N A&

Internet cafes in the Phili

Democracy Dies in Darkness

More than 2 million people in ﬂle P}li.linp‘l‘rles perform this type of

MAATIN G4 SO0 FOR:

The Al boom’s army works

overseas in ‘digital swealshop

By REBECCA Tan

AN REGINE CABATO

CAGATAN DE ORO, PHILIPPINES — In
a coastal city in the southern Philip-
pines, thousamds of young workers log
online every day to support the boom-
ing business of artificial intelligence

In dingy internet cofes, jampacked
office spaces or at home, they anno-
tate the masses of data that American
companies need to train their artifi-
cial intellipence models. e workers
differentiate pedestrians from palm
trees in videos used to develop the
algorithms for automated driving:
they label images so Al can generate
representations of politicians and ce-
lebrities; they edit chunks of text to
ensure language models like ChatGPT
don't churn out gibberish

More than 2 million people in the
Philippines perform this type of

Idalia gather

A troubling

By Lort Rozsa,
Morry HENNESSY-FISKE,
DANIELLE PAQUETTE
AND ANNIE GOWEN

CEDAR KEY, FLA. — Bapidly in-
tensifying Hurricane Idalia bar-
reled acrozs the Gulf of Mexico
toward its Wednesday impact
with Florida's northermm  Gulf
Coast, where it threatened a cats-
strophic storm surge, tornadoes
and flooding across a wide swath
of Florida and other states.

The Mational Hurricane Center
=aid late Teesday that Idaliainten-
sifled as it moved across the warm
waters near Floridas upper west
eoast, with winds of 110 mph.
Its forecasters said the hurricane
wonld make landfall as a Catego-
ry 4 storm.

As [dalia spun and gathered
strength, Floridians nailed ply-
wood over theirwindows, stocked
up on supplies or evacuated to
higher ground, Officials said $0
shelters — many of them special

SEE IDALIA ON AZo

Storm surges Deluge may render
areas uninhabitable for weeks. A0

What is seen as
human-free learning
relies on plenty of labor

“crowdwork,” according to informal
government estimates, as part of Al's
vast underbelly, While AT is often
thought of as human-free machine
learning, the technology actually re-
lies on the labor-intensive efforts of a
workforee spread across much of the
Global Scuth and often subject to
exploitation.

e mathematical models under-
pinning Al tools get smarter by
analyzing lange data sets, which need
to be accurate, precise and legible to
be useful. Low-quality data \'IE]ﬂS
loweguality Al So click by click,
largely unregulated army of humans
is transforming the raw data into Al

feedstock.

In the Philippines, one of the
world's biggest destinations for out-
sourced digital work, former employ-
ees say that at least 10,000 of these
workers do this labor on a platform
called Remotasks, which is owned by
the £7 hillion San Franciseo start-up
Scale AL

Scale Al has paid workers at ex-
tremely low rates, routinely delayed
or withheld payments amd provided
few channels for workers to seek re-
course, according to interviews with
workers, internal company messages
and payment records, and financial
statements. Rights groups and labor
researchers say Scale Al is among a
number of American Al companies
that have not abided by basic labor
standards for their workers abroad.

Of 34 current and former freelance

SEE AT ON AlD

strength. hurtles toward Florida

proportion of residents plan to ride out the storm despite emergency evacuation orders

=

THORAS GIRACHETT | -0 THE WASHIRG TON POST

Misty Hurst stacks sandbags in front of Tons's Restanrant in Cedar Key, Fla. The Gulf Coast is bracing
for Idalia, which is predicted to land as a Category 3 storm, aceording o forecasters,

E WASHINGTON PO
by workers who sort and label data for artificial intelligence models.
‘erawdwork,” according to informal government estimates.
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Drug

pricing
targets
named

U.S. TONEGOTIATE
PRESCRIPTION COSTS

10 medications on list

are used by millic

BY AMY GOLDSTEIN
AaND DANTEL GILBERT

The Biden administration
Tuesday bdentified 10 expensive
preseription drugs it has chosen
for price negotiations with phar-
macentical manufacturers as the
government seeks to ease the
financial burden on older and
disabled Americans. The an-
nouncement marks an unprec-
edented step in a long political
war over the nation's exorbitant
drug costs even as the pharma-
ceutical industry is still trying to
block the plan.

More than half the drogs se-
lected for an initial round of price
negotiations are medications to
prevent blood clots and  treat
disbetes, and were taken by mil-
lioms of people on Medicare in the
past year, according to a list
released by federal health offi-
cials who oversee Medicare, the
vast public health insurance sys-
tem. Others are used to treat
heart trouble, autoimmune dis-
eases and cancer. Consumers will
not see benefits swiftly — the
lower, negotiated prices are due

SEL MEDICARE ON AS

Drugmakers react: They dacry
the caps, but their stocks rise, ALS

Deep racial
subtext on
Trump’s
route to jail

Pride. outrage as Black
Atlantans witness trip
on history-soaked streets

By EnmanveL FELTON,
FENTT NIRAPFIL
AND Camiia DECHALUS

ATLANTA — Up and down Jo-
seph E. Lowery Boulevard, At-
lantans stopped what they were
doing to witness history coming
again to their community.

Former president Donald
Trump was on his way to surren-
der on charges of having con-
spired to overturn the 2020 el
tion in Georgia. His motercade’s
route from Atlanta’s airport to
the Fulton County Jail on Thurs-
day evening took him through
the heart of predominantly Black
neighborhoods with a recurring
role in the nation's civil rights
struggle.

He passed Lovell Riddle, 39, at
the corner of Lowery and TP
Burruss  Senior  Drive, both
named, like many of the streets
in the area, for local Black pas-
tors.

“I see them bringing people to
Rice Street every day” said Rid-
Adle, using the colloguial name for
the Atlanta jail. “But this was like

SEE TRUMF ON Ad
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GIVE YOUR BRAIN A WORKOUT WITH EXTRA PUZZLES

Beyonceé, Taylor Swift spur
summer of fast fashion

I Sustainability experts caution how stars’ tours,
social media influence consumerism. In Life

USA TODAY

THE NATION'S NEWS | $3 | WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2023

Community members gather for
prayer in Jacksonville, Fla., after a
shooting Saturday at a Dollar General
store that killed three people.

JOHN RADUX /AP

Racist
attacks
spread
unease

Black communities reel
from targeted violence

Deborah Barfield Berry, Terry Collins
and Marc Ramirez
USA TODAY

When MaliVai Washington heard
about Saturday’s racist attack — a mass
shooting in Jacksonville, Florida — his
first thought was: Is it someone I know?

Washington's MaliVai Washington
Youth Foundation, which helps hun-
dreds of Black students attend after-
school homework and tennis pro-
grams, is less than 2 miles from the
Dollar General where three Black
people were shot and killed by a white
former store employee.

“It"s still frightening and shocking
that in this day and age, we still
hawve this in the United States, in
my hometown, in my home state.”
MaliVal Washington

Jacksonville, Florida

“The shooting is tragic and espe-
cially hit close to home,” said Washing-
ton, who in 1996 was the first African-
American male tennis player to reach
the Wimbledon final since Arthur
Ashe in 1975.

Washington said he was stunned
that there are still mass murders that
are “purely racially motivated. ...
Haven't we evolved to a point where
we're past that?”

“It's still frightening and shocking
that in this day and age, we still have
this in the United States, in my home-
town, in my home state.”

The Jacksonville shooting comes as
Black communities are still reeling
from other racial attacks, including
last year's killing of 10 Black grocery
shoppers in Buffalo, New York, and the
murder of nine churchgoers in
Charleston, South Carclina, in 2015.
Some say they worry media attention
and intense rhetoric may have em-
boldened more extremists. And they
worry the racially motivated attacks,
which hark back to more viclent times
in the nation's history, will continue.

Renee Watson, director of the Bexar
County small business and entrepre-
neurship program in San Antonio, said

See UNEASE, Page 6A
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Justin Thomas among
Ryder Cup captain’s picks

Zach Johnson announces his six selections
to complete 12-member team. In Sports

Is it risky
to drink
coffee, tea
on planes?

IN LIFE

Cruising altitude
columnist Zach Wichter
talks to experts, EPA
about in-flight water
safety. In Money
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Powerful Idalia: It’s not
to ‘mess around with’

Ominous skies loom over Fort Myers Beach in Florida as
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Hurricane Idalia curved to the north-northeast and was expected

S

to gain power and speed late into Wednesday with wind speeds of up to 125 mph by landfall. ANDREW WEST/USA TODAY NETWORK

Florida’s Gulf Coast on alert as novel hurricane gains speed

Hot waters may make
Hurricane Idalia stronger

Path through warm Gulf of Mexico
could give storm burst of energy. 3A

Floridians in Spring Hill on the state’s
Gulf Coast gather sandbags Tuesday
as the storm drew near. “We're staying
here,” one resident said. “But if it
starts coming at us, we're gone.™
MEGAMN SMITH/USA TODAY

John Bacon, Dinah Voyles Pulver
and Christopher Cann
use TODAY

SPRING HILL, Fla. - Historic Hurri-
cane Idalia intensified to a Category 2
storm Tuesday as it powered through
the Gulf of Mexico, a treacherous trop-
ical cyclone driving a potentially deadly
storm surge toward the Big Bend area of
Florida's west coast.

The National Weather Service
warned of a “life-threatening, danger-
ous situation,” saying the storm could
make landfall as a major hurricane
Wednesday — meaning winds in excess
of 110 mph.

“To put this system into the historical
context, there are no major hurricanes
in the historical dataset going back to
1851 that have tracked into Apalachee
Bay. None,” the advisory said. “Don’t
mess around with this.”

Idalia was expected to gain power
and speed as it curved to the
north-northeast late into Wednesday,
reaching sustained wind speeds of up to

See IDALIA, Page 3A

Conservatives

‘Rich Men’ strikes chord,
stirs up political fervor

Marco della Cava and Patrick Ryan
uUsa TODAY

To call the viral country song “Rich
NMen North of Richmond”™ a surprise hit
with millions of fans is to court ex-
treme understatement.

Consider it more a lightning rod that
just channeled a billion volts of cultur-
al electricity.

Released Aug. 8 on YouTube, Oliver
Anthony's raw and controversial pae-
an to the working class quickly caught
fire with listeners as well as conserva-
tive politicians and pundits.

That spotlight helped land the song
at the top spot on the Billboard Hot 100
chart, a virtually unheard feat for a to-
tally unknown and unsigned artist.
“Rich Men” then stunningly became
the lead-off topic at the recent Repub-
lican presidential debate. Tt retained

assert pop culture influence

= g
Oliver Anthony became an overnight
sensation this month when his song
“Rich Men North of Richmond” went
viral. KENDALL WARNER/THE VIRGINLAN-PILOT

its No. 1 position for a second week and
currently has 30 million listens on Spot-
ify and 46 million views on YouTube.
Within its first week of release, it sold
nearly 150,000 digital downloads, ac-
cording to entertainment data company
Luminate.

But far more significant than those
numbers is the way in which “Rich Men™
has become another highly visible salvo
in the nation’s roiling culture wars —
ewen if its unwitting creator didn't in-
tend it as such.

Its success — akin to the surprise box
office haul of “Sound of Freedom” and
coordinated attempts to restrict access
to certain books — speaks directly to
ways in which conservative voices are
no longer willing to cede the cultural
high ground as the nation hurtles to-
wards another election.

“There’s absolutely been more of a
concerted effort in the conservative
world to push into pop culture as one of
their big battlegrounds,” says Joel Pen-
ney, associate professor at Montclair
State University and author of “Pop Cul-
ture, Politics and the News: Entertain-
ment Journalism in the Polarized Media
Landscape”

Late conservative blogger Andrew

See POP CULTURE, Page 4A
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deportes

Un golfista puso en
riesgo su carrera por
mal comportamiento

Elrosarino Alejandro Tosti fue suspendido en
el circuitoy peligra su clasificacion al PGA Tour.

LA NACION

espectaculos

Venecia, un festival

sin estrellas, pero con
peliculas prometedoras

El parode actores en Hollywood afectd el desfile
porlaalfombra roja; Santiago Mitre, en el jurado.

CLUBLAMACION COMLAR | RECARGO POR ENVIO AL INTERIDR: CORDOSA, SANTAFE, ENTRE RIS, LARAMPA T BUENOS MRES: $100. CAPITAL, GEA Y LA PLATA

MIERCOLES 30 DE AGOSTO DE 2023 | LANACION.COM.AR

Doce distritos rechazaron
el bono y el Gobierno
amenaza a las empresas

crisis. Varias provincias y CABA alertaron que no pueden pagar mas a los empleados ptiblicos

Maria Julieta Rumd y

Gabriela Origlia

LA rACHIN

Después de los primeros reparos de
intendentesy asociaciones empresa-
riales, docedistritos serebelaronayer
contra la presion de Sergio Massa,
candidato presidencial v ministro de

Economia, paraque paguen un bono
de$60.000alosempleados pliblicos,y
SESUMAarcn nuevascimaras privadas
alas eriticas contra las medidas.
Ayer se manifestaron asila Union
Industrial Argentina (ULA) v la Fe-
deracion deComercioe Industriade
la Ciudad de Buenos Aires (Fecoba),
entre otras entidades. También

los gobiernos de Santa Fe, Cordo-
ba, Misiones, CABA, San Juan, La
Pampa, Entre Rios, Neuquén, Ju-
juy, Catamarca, Tucumin y Santa
Cruz sostuvieron que no abonaran
el refuerzo. El Gobierno respondic
conamenazas contra las empresas
¥ asegurd que sancionard a las que
no cumplan. Contimia en la pagina 8

El blue subio $200
enun mesy se
disparan los
ddlares financieros

Paginal9

EL ANALISIS

Un intento
monumental
de sobornar
a la sociedad

Joaguin Morales Sold

LA NACION

n alto funcionario le
preguntd a un impor-
tante dirigente empre-

sarial silaeconomiallegariaen
lasactualescondicionesal 10de
diciembre, dia en que Alberto
Fernandez le entregari el go-
biernoa otro presidente (o pre-
sidenta). Continiia enla paginall

Con optimismo, arteba desatfia la incertidumbre

!

SANTIAGO FILIPUZEL

cultura —Conventas yaconfirmadas (Bocanada, de Graciela Sacco,en la foto) y reservas realizadas antesde la apertura de la feria, arteba pone una nota
optimistaen el contextoecondmico preelectoral. Ayer,en una recorrida porel montaje en Costa Salguero, se pudoconstatar el entusiasmode los galeristas,
quedesde el viernes recibirin al pablico; se podra pagar en pesos, dolar billete, blue, MEP y un tipo de cambio propio: el délar arteba. Pagina 24

Conmocion
por un ataque
con machete en
una escuela
EscoBAR. Un estudiante

de 141 afios agredio a una
alumna y una docente

Fagina 26

El Vaticano intenta aplacar las criticas
por los elogios del Papa a la “gran Rusia”

Elisabetta Piqueé

CORRESPONSAL EN ITALIA

ROMA —Control dedafios. Eslogue
el Vaticano se vio obligado a hacer
ayer, después de que algunas pala-
brasdel Papa,que enunavideocon-

ferenciallamaa jévenes rusosano
olvidarse de su gran herencia his-
térica y de “la gran madre Rusia®,
provocaron reacciones airadas de
Uerania. Alli, en efecto, ese elogio
al gran pasado ruso, que suma a
los emperadores Pedro el Grande

yCatalinaIl,y queel Vaticano elimi-
nddelatranscripeidndel discurso,
cayd comouna bomba: seinterpre-
to como un respaldo a la agresion
rusa, inspirada justamente en los
suefios imperialistas de Viadimir
Putin. Contimia en la pagina 2

Pata Medina:
la Justicia

fallo a favor
de todos los
exfuncionarios
“GESTAPO”. No considerd

un delito impulsar causas
confra el sindicalista

La Camara Federal anuld todos
los procesamientos contra exfun-
cionariosde Juntos porel Cambio
yexintegrantesde la Agencia Fe-
deral de Inteligencia (AFI) en el
casoconocidocomo “Gestapa™,en
el que estaban acusados de haber
coordinado el armado de causas
contra el sindicalista Juan Pablo
“Pata” Medina, exreferente de la
Uaocra platense. Los jueces enten-
dieron que habia motivos para la
“preccupacion” estatal por la ac-
cion de Medina. Piginals

Veranoenla
costa: precios
dolarizados y
muchas dudas
Por la inflacidn, la mayoria
evita por ahora cerrar
operaciones; expectativa

por un nuevo Previaje

Pagina23
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IHustrada C2

Veneza com
~ .

polémica
Festival de cinema, com
menos estrelas por greve
em Hollywood, vai mos-
rar os novos filmes de So-
fia Coppola, Michael Mann
ede um trio no ostracismo
—Woody Allen, Roman Po-
lanski e Luc Besson.

INustrada C3
Ali Kamel deixara
comando do
jornalismo da
Globo em janeiro

Esporte BY
Simone Biles, maior
ginasta da histéria,
volta poderosa apas
dois anos de pausa
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Yarmil Lage/AFP

TEMPESTADE IDALIA VIRA FURACAO E RUMA A FLORIDA

Moradores atravessam inundagao em Batabano, Cuba, onde fenémeno fez estragos; mais
forte, ele deve chegar hoje ao sudeste dos EUA, onde ha 14 milhdes sob alerta munde a10

R$ 6,00

81% no comércio de
SP se opoem a fim de
parcelado sem juros

Para 85% de pequenos estabelecimentos na cidade, cliente
perderia com o fim da modalidade no cartéo, diz Datafolha

Pesquisa feita pelo Darafo-
lha com responsdveis por es-
tabelecimentos comerciais
gue tém até 49 funciondrios
na cidade de Sdo Paulomos-
tra que 81% deles se opdem
ao fim da venda parcelada
sSem juros no cartao de cré-
divo. Aqueles que se mani-
festam a favor da ideia sao
15%, enguanto 3% se dizem
indiferentes e 1% nao opina.

0O presidente do Banco
Central, Roberto Campos
Neto, declarara em 10 de
agosto gue a entidade cogi-
tava uma tarifa parainibir a
compra parcelada a crédito.

Dias depois, afirmou que
a modalidade ¢ muiro im-
portante. Hoje € possivel di-
vidir despesas em até 12 ve-
Zes sem juro, e 81% dos pe-
quenos comeércios o fazem.

Haddad reitera que Orcamento
vai prever déficit zero em 2024

Ministro da Fazenda disse que projeto de Lei Orcamen-
tdria Anual ird ao Congresso “equilibrado, com receitas
primarias iguais as despesas primarias”. Meta é vista com
ceticismo por integrantes do proprio governo. Mercado A15

Camara aprova urgéncia para
desoneracao da folha até 2027

Mercado ALS

123milhas diz que
deve R$ 2,3 bie
pede recuperaciao

A plataforma de turismo
1zzmilhas pediu recupe-
racio judicial na 1* Vara
Empresarial da Comarca
de Belo Horizonte. Peticao
admite divida de RS 2,308
bilhdes e estima em 250
mil por ano os clientes do
plano Promoia3, cujos ser-
vigos foram interrompidos
em18 de agosto. Mercado A15

Plano deve visar
rentabilidade, diz
lider da SulAmérica

Para Raquel Reis, presi-
dente da SulAmérica, pla-
nos de satide vém de prio-
rizar a rentabilidade para
superar a crise causada pe-
la discrepancia de uso na
pandemia e seu rebote,
mesmo que abram miao
de se expandir. Ela defen-
de flexibilizar franquias e
coparticipacdo. Mercado a1y

Diretor-geral do ONS culpa
dados e nao agentes por apagao

Mercado A1S

. 30 agosto—
03 setembro

Garanta o seu
ingresso online

Para esses entrevistados,
a venda parcelada sem ju-
ros perfaz 50% das opera-
¢oes com cartio de créditoe
45% do faturamento mensal.

Na pesquisa, cuja margem
de erro é de seis pontos per-
centuais para mais ou para
menos, 35% dizem gue abo-
lir a pratica traria prejuizo
aos clientes, e 75%, ao pro-
prio comércio. Mercado A13

Bernardo Guimaraes
Imposto sobre
fundos exclusivos
A tributacio de fundos de
investimento exclusivos
vem sendo ligada a taxa-
¢ao de grandes fortunas.,
De fato, hd um aumento
no imposto sobre o rendi-
mento de quem emmuito
capital. Mas essa medida
¢ mais bem descrita como
WM CONSerto na regra do
impostoatal. Mercado A24

Lula cria 38¢
ministério em
negociacao
com centrao

Emmeio as discussoes da
reforma ministerial para
abrigar o centrio, o presi-
dente Lula (PT) anunciou
acriagdo do Ministério da
Pequena e Média Empresa.
Com isso, o total de pastas
subird de 37 para 38 —uma
amenos que o maximo de
39 no governo da petista
Dilma Rousseff,

Sab Jair Bolsonaro (PL),
o méaximo foi de 23 pastas.
Mo governo Michel Temer
(MDE}, houve 29. Politica A4

Voto de Moraes no STF
abre terceira via sobre
0 marco temporal ss

Portugal vive éxodo e
tem imigraciio recorde
Mais de 2 milhdes de por-
rugueses, ou20% do votal,
vivemn hoje em outros pai-
ses; 60 mil emigraram em
2021, Jia populagio de es-
trangeiros quase dobrou
E11 SETE anos. Mundo A12

EDITORIAIS A2

38 ministérios

Sobre reforma que preci-
saacomodar centrio e PT.
Talentos perdidos

Acerca de impacto da pan-
demia no aprendizado.

ESSN 1414-971
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Zaracho tuvo tratamiento diferenciado en un intento anterior por ahorcar a Katia

Unos 220 feminicidios mientras
discutian el uso de las tobilleras

Varios de ellos podrian haberse evitado, ya que en la mayoria de los casos existia una
denuncia previa de parte de la victima. En lo que va del afio ya asistieron a 4.500 mujeres.

PAGINA 40

Se desmarcan de_ la administracion Abdo
Nuevo Gobierno apunta a

atrapar a financistas de
contrabando a gran escala

PAGINA 10

Lichi asegurd | Cuestionados

a sus leales | politicos fueron

nombrandolos | reciclados en

funcionarios | cargos publicos

de Petropar | importantes
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Destrabaron caso del hijo de 0GD
JEM apercibio a un fiscal

que tuvo por afios causas

{OLIMPIA:

SRemontadassae:

Libertadores. Antecedentes juegan a favor del Decano para revertir resultados

adversos. Hay fe en clasificar a semis ante Fluminense mafana.

Navegantes insisten en cobrar ya

IPS apelo el fallo judicial
que otorgaba jubilaciones

PAGINA 47

Vecinos exigen reforzar la seguridad

Adictos causan danos a la
recientemente restaurada

promovidas por RGD top a algunos marineros | Escalinata Antequera
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*Cowboys, Dolphins swap corners; roster cut to 53 srormsoar

e Dallas Morning News

Texas' Leading Mews Source

$2.99

Dallas, Texas, Wednesday, August 30, 2023
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SOUTHEASTERN U.S.

Floridians flee

Stoked by v
Gulf of Mexico, Idalia
hurtles toward land

By DANIEL KOZIN
The Associated Prass
CEDAR KEY, Fla. — Flori-
da residents living in vulnera-
ble coastal areas were ordered
to pack up and leave Tuesday
as Hurricane [Idalia gained
steam in the warm waters of
the Gulf of Mexico and threat-
ened to unleash life-threaten-
ing storm surges and rainfall.
Idalia also pummeled Cuba
with heavy rains Monday and

growing provinee of Pinar del
Rio underwater and many of
its residents without power.
Idalia strengthened to a
Category 2 syvstem on Tuesday
afternoon with winds of 110
mph by Tuesday evening. The
hurricane was projected to
come ashore early Wednesday
as a Category 4 system with
sustained winds of at least 130
mph in the lightly populated
Big Bend region, where the
Florida Panhandle curves into
the peninsula. The result could

see FUELED Page 74

AT A GLANCE
Idalia info

B

EVACUATIOMNS: 25 coun-
ties hawve some sort of
order in place.
EXPECTED STORM
SURGE: 10 to 15 feat in
Florida's Big Bend region;
up to & feet in the Tampa
Bay area,
WINDS: Hurricane-force
winds are expected to
extend up ta 15 miles
from the center of Idalia.
Tropical storme-strength
weireds will extend up to
50 miles from Idalia’s
center.

The Washington Post

MEDICARE

10 drugs picked for
price negotiations

Effort, years in making
and smaller than some
hoped, faces resistance

By AMY GOLDSTEIN
and DAMIEL GILBERT
The Washington Post

The Biden administration
on Tuesday identified 10 expen-
sive prescription drugs it has
chosen for price negotiations
with pharmaceutical compa-
nies as the government seeks to

ease the financial burden on
olderand disabled Americans,
The announcement marked
anunprecedented stepinalong
fight over the nation’s exorbi-
tant drug costs and drew the ire
pharmaceutical industry,
is fighting it. The lower,
negotiated prices are due to be-
come available in early 2026,
More than half of the drugs
selected for an initial round of
price negotiations are medica-
tions to prevent blood cdots and

treat diabetes and were taken
by millions of people on Medi-
care in the last year, according
to a list released by federal
health officials who oversese
Medicare, Others are used to
treat heart trouble, auntoim-
mune diseases and cancer.

The three Thighest-cost
drugs on the list are Eliquis, a
blood  thinner; Jardiance,
which treats diabetes and heart

Sea INDUSTRY Page 5a

Smiley M. Pocl/Staff Photographer

Higher mortgage rates don't seem to be standing much in the way of home sales in the Dallas-Fort Worth area. Local home prices grew 0.7%
from May to June and 4.8% since January, according to the S&P CorelLogic Case-Shiller home price index

REAL ESTATE

Home prices are holding
their own in North Texas

Optimistic outlook persists despite dip from pandemic high

By MITCHELL PARTOMN
Staff Wiritor
mitchell.partonadallasnews com

Dallas-Fort Worth home prices
increased for the fifth consecutive
maonth in June, approaching the all-
time high set a vear earlier, despite
higher mortgage rates,

Local home prices grew 0.7%
from May to June and 4.8% since

Sunny, hot

s

METRO & BUSINESS
4 found dead in Allen home

January, according to the S&P Core-
Logic Case-Shiller home price index,
a much-watched measure of the na-
tional housing market and 20 major
metro areas,

In March, Dallas-Fort Worth prie-
es saw their first year-over-year de-
cline on the Case-Shiller index since
February 2012, of L2%. The index
shows local prices are still down 4.1%

AT A GLANCE
Leading cause
of death of U.S.

from their pandemic peak in June
2022, San Francisco, Seattle, Las Ve-
gas and Phoenix saw much larger de-
clines in the same period.

Mationally, prices rose 0.9% from
May to June, also rising for the fifth
consecutive month, and were stag-
nant from June 2022,

See SEASOMNAL Page 84

PUBLIC SAFETY

D-FW home prices
tick up toward
pandemic peak
Dallas-Fort Waorth had five
consecutive months of home
price increases following an
8.5% decline from June 2022's
all-time peak.

Case-Shiller Index for D-FW
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June 2023
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EDUCATION

Schools serambling to catch
kids up as 4th, Sth grade
seores slip to 2-decade low

By ARIEL GILREATH
of The Hechinger Report

and JACKIE VALLEY
of The Christian Science Monitor

On a breezy July morning in South
Seattle, a dozen elementary-age stu-
dents ran math relays behind a school.

One by one, they raced to a table,
where they scribbled answers to mul-
tiplication guestions before sprinting
back to high-five their teammate.
These students are part of a summer
program run by the nonprofit School
Connect WA, designed to help them
catch up on math and literacy skills
lost during the pandemic. There are
25 students in the program, and all of
them are one to three grades behind.

One N-yvear-old child couldnt do
two-digit subtraction. Thanks to the
program and his mother, who has
helped him each night, he's caught up.
Now he says math is challenging, but
he likes it.

Other kids haven't fared soowell.

Across the country, schools are
scrambling to catch up students in
math as post-pandemic test scores re-
wveal the depth of missing skills. On
average, students’ math knowledge is
about half a school year behind where
it should be, according to education
analysts,

Children lost ground on reading
tests, too, but the math declines were

See SCHOOLS Page 94

City tackles gun violence with science
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in what investigators say was an
apparent murder-suicide. 18

Job vacancies, quits plunge
The latest employment figures
released Tuesday suggest the labor
market is cooling in a way that could
reduce inflation. 3B

Also: Heat and drought take a toll on
hames and their foundaticns. 18

SPORTSDAY

Prosper coaches arrested
Two Prosper High School softball
coaches were arrested on allega-
tions they failed to report sexual
assaults committed by one of their
players against three others. 1C

children, teens’

1. Firearm-related injury
2 Motor wehicle crash
3. Drug overdase and
poisoning

4. Malignant tumors
S. Suffocation

6. Drowning

7. Congenital
anocmalies

8. Heart disease

9. Fire ar burns

10. Chronic respiratory
disease

SOURCE: Conters for Disanse
Control and Preventian
= Inchuches dats from ©06-2020

Research pinpoints
programs that help
prevent shootings

By MIKE STOBBE
The Associated Press
ENOXVILLE, Tenn. —
“That's where 1 got shot.” said
Rashaad Woods, nodding to-
ward a convenience store in
Knoxville’s “gun zone” There
were bullet holes in a church’s
walls, Nearby was a shuttered
nightelub where some people
were killed.

A GRADUATE STUDENT
was charged in the
shooting death of his
adviser at the Liniversity
of North Carclina. 4A

“There was a point in time I
wasn't comfortable standing
here,” said Kodi Mills, 45, “But
that time is passing”

The men work for Turm Up
Knox, a year-old outreach pro-
gram that mentors kids and de-
fuses situations that could esea-
late into violence. Tts a center-

piece of the Tennessee city’s at-
tempt to follow a science-based
plavbook in fighting a surge in
shootings.

In recent years, research re-
wviews have begun to conclude
theres enough evidence to say
which public health interven-
tions prevent shootings, which
do not, and which need more
study. Knoxville is one of a grow-
ing number of cities teaming
with researchers to develop an
evidence-based plan to stop the

see CITY Page 84
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FOOD & HEALTH

HUNGRY FOR

E JASON WAMBSGAMNS/TRIBUNE

ARTS & LIVING
What might shock
vou about Alice Cooper

The 7S-year-old rocker just released his 22nd
solo alburn and plays Tinley Park this weeskend

Jazz Festival returns
Labor Day weekend

Dianne Reeves, Ron Carter and Chico Freeman
will be among those performing.

ttlnme

BREAKING NEWS AT CHICAGOTRIBUNE.COM

S

.

Chicago firefighters salute as the procession for Chicago Fire Departrmeant Lt. Kevin Ward's body arrives Tuesday at the Cook County medical
axaminer's office. TRENT SPRAGUE/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Firefighter dies weeks
after Norwood Park blaze

Friends say lieutenant who served with department 27 vears *was like Superman’

By Jake Sheridan
Chicago Tribune

A Chicago Fire Department
firefighter seriously injured
while responding to a Norwood
Park residential fire earlier this
maonth died late Monday night,
the Fire Department said Tues-
day morning.

Lt. Kevin Ward, 59, died
at Loyola Medical Center
surrounded by family, the depart-
ment said. He served with the
department for 27 vears.

Ward was one of three -—

procession of fire and

firefighters transported
to hospitals after an Aug.
11 fire at the home at 8336
Balmoral Awve. on the
MNorthwest Side.

e firefighter’s condi-

tion remained serious Ward
but had stabilized with
“steady improvement™ two days

after the fire, CFD spokesman
Larry Langford said at the time.
Ward joined the department in
1996, Langford said.
On Tuesday aftermoon a

L

police vehicles carried
Ward’s body from the
hospital in Maywood to
the Cook County medical
examiner’s office. Four
helicopters hovered above
as the motorcade moved
city-bound on Roosevelt
Road, drifting east until the cars
arrived at the medical examiner’s
office.

There, the procession passed
beneath the outstretched ladders
of two firetrucks. An American

flag hung between the two red
wehicles.

The paramedics, firefighters
and police gathered to receive
Ward's body snapped to atten-
tion as the wehicle carrying him
passe

Firefighters are still trying to
figure out what led to the inju-
ries that ultimately killed Ward,
Langford told reporters at the
medical examiner’s office.

“We were never able to

Tuwrn to Firefighter, FPage <

Peril for
mental
health
funding®

referendums in suburbs
were not legitimate

By Robert McCoppin
Chicago Tribune

Funding for treatment of
substance abuse, mental health
and developmental disability in a
half-dozen suburban townships
and Will County may be in jeop-
ardy due to concerns that the voter
referendums that created them
were illegitimate.

Officials were scrambling last
week to respond to the problem,
and hope that alegislative fix could
avoid having to hold the referen-
dums again.

Last fall, voters approved
proposals to create property
tax levies to fund mental health
programs in Addison, Lisle, Maper-
ville, Schaumburg, Wheeling and
Vernon Hills townships and Will
County.

Recently, Wheeling Town-
ship attorney Kenneth Florey
raised concerns that the refer-
endum language did not require
elements required by the Property
Tax Extension Limitation Law, or
PTELL. That law calls for ballots
for referendums on new taxes to
include various details the referen-
dums generally did not, including
the tax rate and the dollar amount
it would cost for a property value
of $100,0:00.

Vernon Township officials said
they believe they met those stan-
dards on their ballot. But at least
some of the other referendums,
such as ones in Wheeling and
Schaumburg townships, cited tax
rates “not to exceed™ 0.15%, the
maximum allowed by state law,
and did Il.DtSpLle\' how much that
would cost in dollars.

The issue first came to wide-
spread attention in 2021 when
a Kane County judge ruled that
Dundee Township had to meet the
referendum requirements to fund
its mental health boards.

Turn to Funding, Page 12
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Growing hurricane
targets Florida

Hurricane Idalia strengthened
toaCategory 2 storm as
authorities warned residents
of vulnerable Gulf Coast areas
to evacuate. Nation & Waorld

Madigan ally named
to state board

Gow, 1B, Pritzker appoints
Steven Landek, a former state
senatar and longtirme Mike
Madigan ally, to state board.

Drugs listed for Medicare’s 1st cost negotlatlons

President targets
savings on Eliquis,
Jardiance, 8 others

By Chris Megerian, Tom
Murphy and Amanda Seitz
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Joe Biden touted the polc_nti.a]
cost s1v|ngs of Medicare’s first-
ever price negotiations for widely
used prescription drugs Tuesday
as he struggles to convince Amer-
-ans that he has improved their
lives as he runs for reelection.

The drugs include the blood
thinner Eliquis, diabetes treat-
ment Jardiance and eight other
medica ions. The negotiation

rocess was authorized under the
IUH:TIOI‘[ Reduction Act, which
Biden signed last year, capping
decades of debate over whether
the federal government should be
allowed to haggle with pharma-
ceutical companies.

President Joe Biden greets a supporter after delivering remarks Tuesday at the White House about the federal

Chicagoland, Page 3 Turn to Drugs, Page 12 government being able to negotiate the cost of drugs with pharmaceutical companies. SAUL LOEB/GETTY-AFE
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Emmanuel Macran
a-t-il raison de vouloir
recevolr tous les chefs
de parti 4 Saint-Denis?

En quéte de consensus,
Macron convoque les partis

Le président de la République a convié a Saint-Denis, ce mercredi, tous les partis représentés
au Parlement pour tenter d'établir un dialogue et trouver des accords ponctuels.

A la recherche d'un improba-
ble consensus, Emmanuel Ma
cron a convié ce mercredi tous
les chefs de parti 4 Saint-De
nis. Le président s"en remetira
une nouvelle fols aux opposi
tions pour faire émerger une
unité loin dére évidente.

L'abjectif, non avoué, de cette
réunion restant malgré tout la
relance de son second quin-
quennat. Recus collectiverment
4 15 heures, les onze chefs de
parti, la premiére ministre
ainsi que les présidents des
deux chambres &changeront

w«d bdtons rompus= avec le
chef de |'Etat. La quéte d'une
codlition ne sera vraisembla-
Blement plus au menu, il s'agi

ra phitdt de trouver des ac-
cords au cas par cas. Au
programme des discussions - L
situation  internationale, les

2

SRR WRGHER TR

De nombreux Russes saluent la mémaoire du fondateur de la milice Wagner en improvisant des autels funéraires a travers

institutions et leur simplifica-
thon, avant un diner de travail
o1 il sera question de Iautorité
et de la facon de «faire na
tion . Mais, d"ores et déja, les
oppositions ont émis de fortes
réserves sur les débouchés po-
liticues de cette initiative.

- BRUNO CAUTRES : « LE CHEF

FAGES 2,3 16 ET LEDITORIAL

'

En Russie, les hommages
a Prigojine se multiplient

le pays, alors que les obséques d'Evgueni Prigojine se sont déroubées i 'abri des regards, mardi, 3 Saint - Pétersbourg. pAce 4

- EDITORIAL par vves mréard ythreardaietigarofr
Illusion démocratique

a fameuse «inifiative politique

d'ampleur» a désormals un

nom : les Rencontres de Saint-

Denis. Mais de gquod cette initia

tive lancée au coeur de 1'été par
le chef de 1'Erar est-elle surtout le signe?
D'un pouvoir exdcutif en quéte d'oxyge-
ne, qui tatonne, cherche désespérément
une solution i son absence de majorité,
tout en s"efforcant de réanimer le dialogue
démocratique,
Quand il est arrivé 4 I'Elyvsée en 2007, Em
manuel Macron avait promis 1'émergence
d'un «nouveau monde =, hors des partis
traditionnels, avec de « nouveaux visages et
usages ». Six ans plus tard, en dépit de sa
réélection, le constat ne peut étre que séve
re. Certes, le paysage politique est comphé-
tement chamboulé, mais les piliers de sa
recomposition paraissent introuvables.

ent de la République n"a pourtant
pas meénagt sa peine devant les obstaclhes : il
vy eut le grand débat pour éteindre la fidvre
des «pilets jaunes»; la tenue de deux
conventions citoyennes, I'une sur "écolo-
giec et "autre sur la fin de vie; puis un
Conseil national de la refondation, chargé
de récolter les doléances des Frangais sur

plusicurs sujets. Autant d'opérations aux
appellations ronflantes qui ont fait pschirt.
Quant aux partis, qu'Emmanuel Macron di-
sait dépassés, voicl qu'il leur tend la main
en les invitant a Saint-Denis pour « bdtir
ensemble des textes législatifs ».

Dans un pays éruptif comme la France, oi
T'aptitude au dialogue est relative, oi la
culture de l'opposition est supérieurs a l'es

prit de coopération, ol chaque parti voit
midi i sa porte, toutes ces tentatives sont,
bien siir, moins reques comme des signes de
bonne volonté que

Un pouvolr comme des entre
executif a Prises suspectes pour

Ty le  poisson.
la recherche Lillusion démocra

! s tique ne trom T
d'oxygéne  tiuen pe pe
Pour donner une réelle portée a son «ini
tiative politique  d’ampleur =, Emmanuel
Macron dispose de quelques armes. Non
factices, celles-ci. Le remaniement com-
plet de son gouvernement avec un premier
ministre n"émanant pas de sa majorité en
est une, L'organisation d'un référendum,
sur I'immigration par exemple, en serait
une autre.. ®

AMD: 430 € - BEL - 150 € - CH- &40 75 - CF: TH 2K - 0 400 €~ £S5 1400 € = GR: 150 € = LUK : 150 € - W : 57 D~ MIGVGLP - 4,00 - PORT.OONT <310 € - REL - 430 € - TUM- TLOD THD IS5H 01802 552

La crise de
I'immobilier
se traduit
par une
pénurie

de locations

En cette rentrée, période ol
la demande est traditionnel-
lement élevée, la recherche
d'un logement 4 louer se
transforme  en chemin de
croix. L'offre de biens, sur-
tout dans les grandes villes,
se tarit. La hausse des taux
bloque chez eux des locatai-
res qui souhaitent acheter,
les passoires thermiques sor

tent du marché locatil, tout
comme les appartements ré

serviés a4 Airbnb. Une situa-
tion dont profitent, au passa

ge, les escrocs. PAGES J0ET X
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Britain must take China’s human
rights abuses seriously, say MPs

Call for tougher stance
likely to embarrass
Cleverly on Beijing trip

Patrick Wintour
Diplomatic editor

Britain must take a tougher stance on
China over its severe human rights
abuses and help Taiwan build its
defences to deter a potential artack
from Beijing, an influential group of

Wagner chief Pringhin

MPs says today. With the foreignsec-
retary, James Cleverly, due to land
in China today for a first UK official
visitin five years, the report from the
foreign affairs select committee says
ministers have to call out the coun-
try’s repression at home and abroad.

China’s behaviour, it says, iz a
threat to world security that cannot
be ignored.

“The CCP [Chinese Communist
partylis seeking tosilence criticism of
its human rights abuses and impose
its foreign policy and Xi Jinping’s
thought beyond its own borders.

-

buried in private funeral

This is a challenge to the function-
ing of demoeracies globally.” said the
committee, which is Tory controlled,

Among policies it suggests is that
more Taiwanese students teach
Mandarin in Britain soas tocurb the
influence of Chinese government-
run Confucius Institutes on British

Campuses.

In an embarrassment for the
foreign secretary, the committee
accused him of leaving a void in the
government's China palicy, which it
says hasbeen kept secret from minis
Ier_li-Iaavinguniwrﬁil]em{'ﬁmpanip:&

and Whitehall departments confused
about what interactions with China
are permissible. It proposes ministers
publish an unclassified version ofits
China Strategy.

Cleverly’s long-planned visit had
been diplomatically choreographed
to give the impression that Britain
was seeking to repair political and
economic cooperation with Beijing
on issues such as the climate crisis,
trade and Ukraine, without abandon-
ing western values. Hels dueto meet
his counterpart Wang Yiand the vice
president, Han Zheng.

Yevgeny Prigozhin, who died when his jet crashed
last week, was buried without fanfare yesterday
inalittle-known cemetery on the outskirts of his
home town of St Petersburg. News Page 26—

The timing of the report, just as
Cleverly arrives in Beijing, was a
coincidence, sources said, stressing
that publication had always been
planned for the first half of this week,

It remains to be seen whether the
Chinese government dismisses the
blunt select committee findings as
a coincidence and irrelevance, or
instead views the report as a way
for the UK government to convey its
true hostility to the leadership of the
Chinese communist party.

With ministers hoping to oe
sel IJF]H summit hET'WE‘E'l'I

'US nuclear

bombs may
be stored
in Britain

TJulian Borger Washington
Dan Sabbagh

The US air force has secured $50m
(£39m) funding next year for a project
that could pave the way for American
nuclear weapons to return to British
soil for the first time in 15 years.

In justifying the expenditure on
a144-bed dormitory at RAF Laken-
heath in Suffolk, the USAF told
Congress the building was intended
ta“house theincrease in enlisted per-
sonnel as the result of the potential
surety mission”, whichisjargon typi-
callyused by the Pentagon torefer to
handlingof nuclear weapons, accord-
ing to experts.

Construction of the dormitory is
due to start in June 2024 and last
until February 2026. It is the latest in
aseries of signs that preparations are
under way for a possible return of US
nuclear weapons to British territory.

Matt Korda, of the Federation of
American Scientists (FAS), who first
reparted on the budget request, said:

“The mention ofthe arrival oe
of the potential surety



