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News
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ittt

# Inflation cooled in June to
its slowest pace in more
than twao years, giving Ameri-
cans relief from a painful period
of rising prices and boosting
the chances that the Fed will
stop raising interest rates af-
ter an increase this month. Al
#* U.S. stocks rose after the
release of the inflation data,
with the S&P 500, Nasdag
and Dow gaining 0.7%, 1.2%
and 0.3%, respectively. B11

# The FTC is appealing a
judge’s ruling that denied its
bid to block Microsoft from
closing the Activision deal,
which marked the latest set-
back to the agency’s anti-
trust enforcement efforts. A1

#+ The SEC rewrote the rules
for money-market funds for the
third tirme in 15 years in hopes of
praventing bailouts in times of
turmoil, as investors pour money
into the funds this year. B1

# Disney said CEO lger has
agreed to stay on in his post
through 2026, extending his
second term as the enter-
tainment giant contends
with a range of challenges. B1

# The Fed's Kashkari floated
the idea of a new “high-infla-
tion stress test” for banks and
suggested that regulators
could force weakened banks
to cut stock dividends to
make therm more sound. AZ

# The EU fined Illumina the
equivalent of about $476 mil-
lion for proceeding with its
acquisition of cancer-test de-
weloper Grail before the bloc’s
antitrust watchdog decided
whether to approve the deal. BT
# Domino’s Pizza signed a
deal with Uber to list its
menus on the ride-shane com-
pany’s Eats and Postrmates
food-delivery apps acrass 28 of
the pizza chain's markets. B3

World - Wide
-

#* Commerce'’s Raimondo and
senior officials at the State
Department were victims of
a newly discovered Chinese
hacking campaign, U.5. offi-
cials said, a targeted spying
effart in the spring that coin-
cided with a LS. push to calm
Fising tensions with Badjing. A1
+ NATO wrapped up twao
days of meetings in Vilnius,
Lithuania, having reaf-
firmed political commit-
ments to Ukraine and prom-
ised to restock its arsenal,
but without agreeing to a
timealine for the country’s
admission to the alliance. A8

# The FBI's Wray strongly de-
fended his workforce in tes-
timaony before Congress,
where he faced hours of com-
bative guestioning by Re-
publicans who accuse the
agency of overzealously tar-
geting their party, namely
Trurmp and his supporters. A4

+ A dangerous heat wave
has been building across
Southwestern states this
week as millions of people
thara and in the South brace
for record-breaking, and poten-
tially deadly, temperatures. A3

+ Abortion providers filed a
challenge to a newly passed
losva bill that would ban the
procedure after about six weeks
of pregnancy, setting up a new
legal battle just weeks after
the state’s highest cowrt stale-
mated over a similar law. A3

+ A bipartisan group of sen-
ators intreduced legislation to
create an online and search-
able database of the stocks,
muutual funds and other as-
sets owned by senior officials
in the executive branch. A4

+ Died: Milan Kundera, 34,
Crach-born dissidant writer. A8
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Inflation Cools to Slowest Pace Since 2021

Chances grow that
Fed will halt raising
rates after expected
increase this month

By Gwymnn GUILFORD
AnND Nick TIMIRAGS

Inflation cooled last month
to its slowest pace in more
than two years, giving Ameri-
cans relief from a painful pe-
riod of rising prices and
boosting the chances that the
Federal Reserve will stop rais-
ing interest rates after an ex-
pected increase this month.

The consumer-price in-
dex climbed 3% in June from
a vear earlier, the Labor De-

partment said Wednesday,
sharply lower than the recent
peak inflation rate of 9.1% in
June 2022, when gasaoline
prices hit a U.S. record aver
age of $5 a gallon.

The June rate declined
from 4% in May. Inflation was
last close ta March 2021,

“After a punishing stretch
of high inflation that eroded
consumer’s purchasing power,
the fever is breaking,” said Bill
Adams, chiel economist at
Comerica Bank.

Consumers paid less last
mwonth for used cars and air-
lime fares, and their rent in-
creased at the slowest one-
month pace since early 2022,
Frices for car insurance and
recreation services rose.

Investors cheered the fig-
ures, which affirmed the Fed
was making progress in its
work ta stem high inflation.
Stocks rose, with the S&P 500
climbing 0.7% and the Dow
Jones Industrial Average add-
ing 0.3%. Bond yields fell.

Fed officials are on track to
raise rates to a 22-year high at
their July 2Z5-26 meeting be-
cause economic activity hasn't
slowed down as much as an-
ticipated. But the inflation re-

Flease turn topage A2

#* LS. stocks advance after
the CPl report—..—...—..... BTl

* James Mackintosh: A
different take on prices. B10

# Heard on the Street: Not
cool enough for the Fed. B12

Consumer-price index, change from a year earlier
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Summit Yields Mixed Results for Kyiv

[1THE CANADUN MESSRISOC]

PARLEY: Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, seen Wednesday at the NATO summi

Lithuania with UK. Prime Minister

Sunak and LS. President Joe Biden, has pushed to j
the alliance, but members would only offer assurances that Ukraine can join in the future. AB

Corporate Raiders Bring
Guns in Occupied Ukraine

By AusTATR MacDoNALD
AnD Oksana PYROZHOK

KYTW, Ukraine—In occupie
Ukraine, corporate mergers and
acguisitions begin with a visit
from masked gunmen.

Mot long after Russia’s mili-
tary took control of the Uk
nian city of Melitopol, bala-
clava-clad men arrived at the
head office of one of its largest
companies, beat its security
guards and announced the busi-
mess was under new ownership.

Over the next few months,
many other companies in this
south-coast city would follow
the same fate as Melitopolskaya

Chereshnya, ar Melivo-
pol Cherry, one of Ukraine’s
biggest fruit businesses, Now
maore than a year after many of
those takeovers unfolded on the
ground, these companies are
FE-@IMETZINgG On corporate regis-
ters, under new Russian owner-
ship., They are also producing
again, including ammunition
that is being sent to Russia.
The Security Service of
Ukraine, or SBU, is investigat-
ing the seizure of maore than
300 businesses in the Melitopol
area, according to agency brief-
ing documents reviewed by The
Wall Street Jowrnal. The SBU is
probing, among other things,

whether Russia's Federal Secu-
rity Service, or F3B, and parts
of its military have orches-
trated some of these takeovers.
The seized companies’ for-
mer owners, meanwhile, are
launching their own cam-
paigns to get their businesses
back, They hawve filed a lawsuit
in an international court
against the new Russian own
ers and are calling old clients
to stop them from buying
from their former businesses.
“Today, there is not a single
enterprise left in the Melitopal
region that was not in one way
or another in cooperation with
Please turmn topage AS

AT&T and Verizon
Knew of Risk
From Lead Cables

At a gathering of telecom of-
ficials more than a decade ago,
vhn Malone, a senior ATET
anager, cautioned the group
about a little-known danger
crisscrossing the nation.

By Shalini
Ramachandran,
Thomas Gryta,
Coulter Jones,
Sugan Pulliam and
John West

His topic was lead-covered
cables. which once carried
phone service and had long
been obsolete. Weren't these
ancient cables gone?

“NO" his slide presentation
said. “Some older metropolitan
areas may still hawve over 50%
lead cable” the slide said. In
some places, they posed risks
for phone-company workers
and the surrounding environ-
ment, Malone concluded.

For decades, AT&T, Verizon
and other firms dating back to

the old Bell System have kniown
that the lead in their networks
was a possible health risk to
their workers and had the po-
tential to leach into the nearby
environment, according o doc-
uments and interviews with
former employess.

They knew their employees
working with lead regularly
had high amounts of the metal
in their blood, studies from the
19705 and "80s show. Environ-
mental records from an ATET
smelting unit in the 1980s
show contamination in the soil.
Government agencies have con-
ducted inspections, prompted
by worker complaints, that led
to citations for violations in-
volving lead exposure and
other hazardous materials
more than a dozen times over
four decades, records show

Dwver the wears, ATET offi
cials themselves expressed con-
cern about possible worker ex-
posure to lead. Risks include

Please turn to page AIQ

Chinese Hackers
Breached Email
Of Commerce Chiefl

By DusTIN VoLZ
Ann Wiesiam MauvLmn

WASHINGTON —Commerce
Secretary Gina Raimondo and
senior officials at the State De-
partment were victims of a
newly discovered Chinese hack-
ing campaign, U.S. officials said
Wednesday, a targeted spyving
effort in the spring that coin-
cided with a Biden administra-
tion push to calm rising ten-
sions with Beijing.

The breaches of unclassified
email systems. which some of-
ficials and experts said may

have required extracrdinary
technical expertise to pull off,
raise new alarms about the
ability of Chinese hackers to
orchestrate increasingly so-
phisticated attacks and comes
at a fragile point in U.S.-China
relations.

The date of the hack's dis
covery in June closely aligned
withk the timing of Antony
Blinken's travel to China, the
first U.S. secretary of state to

Please turn to page A7

# Canada accuses China of
political interference. ... A9

World’s Oddest
‘Barbie,” Then

Double Feature:
‘Oppenheimer’

=

To some fans, watching the doll movie first

is ‘more unhinged than sleeping ir

By Izzy AMPIL

Colin Hendershott, 35, is
taking the day off work on
July 21 to celebrate a new
summer holiday. He won't be
hitting the beach or barbecu-
ing. Instead, he and seven of
his friends plan to spend more
than five hours in
a dark movie the
ater for a back-to-
back billing of
“Barbie”™ and "0Op-
penheimer,” which
bath premiere that
day.

Greta Gerwig's
“Barbie” is a mad-
cap adventure about what
happens when the iconic Mat
tel doll leaves her pink utopia
for the real world. Christopher
Molan's “Oppenheimer” is a
drama about the lead scientist

Meet Barbenheimer

jeans.

behind World War II's Man-
hattan Project, a top-secret
mission to create the world’s
first atomic bomb. The films,
polar opposites from genre to
colar scheme, seemed des-
tined to divide audiences. In-
stead, fans are strategizing for
double features in what they
have dubbed “Barben-
heimer.”
Hendershott, a
_ customer-support
Crepresentative in
£5, Elgin, 1L, began
. " joking with This
%, friends about a
Barbenheimer
attempt, and the
kidding morphed into a real
plan: His group bought tick
ets to both movies, leaving
just 10 minutes in  be-
tween. Next comes choosing
Please turm fo page AG

FTC Bid to

Police Tech

Is Dealt a New Setback

By Dave MicHAELS

WASHINGTON —Federal
Trade Commission Chair Lina
Khan is taking on the world's
biggest techmology compa-
nies—and losing

Khan failed Tuesday in her
latest effort to block a big-tech
deal when a federal judge de-
nied her agency's bhid to block
Microsoft from closing its pur-
chase of videogame publisher
Activision Blizzard. The FTC,
which is appealing, suffered a
similar setback earlier this year
when it tried to thwart Meta
Platforms® purchase of a vir-
rual-reality gaming company.

Khan, who gained promi-
nence as a critic of Ama-
zon.com, entered office in
2021 vowing to stiffen anti-
trust enforcement. Past en
forcers were too cautioos
about bringing tough cases,
she has said, and failed to con-
front the rise of companies

such as Facebook owner Meta
that gained monopoly-like
power in digital industries.
“I'm certainly not someone
who thinks success is marked
by & 100% court record,” Khan
said last year in remarks at
the University of Chicago. “If
vou  just newver bring those
hard cases, I think there is se-
wvere cost to that, that can lead
to stagnation and stasis.”
Khan is set to testify Thurs-
day before the House Judi
ciary Committee, whose Re-
publican leadership is
investigating her agency’s
oversight of social-media plat-
form Twitter and her adher-
ence to federal ethics rules.
The FTC has said its probe of
Twitter is looking for potential
breaches of a previous agree-
ment in which the company
Please turn topage A2

# LK. competition regulator
ends up in tough spot.. B4
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PERSONAL JOURMNAL
Travelers are paying
more for hotel stays,

but often getting
less. Aan

BUSINESS & FINANCE
The art market slows
as collectors hold on
to more of their
trophies. B1
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Is the west’s love-in with Zelenskyy over?

AMALYSIS, PAGE 3
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Airlines prepare for smooth summer season

PHILIP GEORGIADIS,

Big drop in US inflation raises hopes
that ‘fever is breaking’ after rate rises

e Headline figure hits 3% e Dollar weakens e Tightening forecasts reined in @ Europe and UK struggle

NI(PNILI:SM!EAI’AII)
D — MEW YORK
CDLB\' SMITH — WASHINGTON

US inflation fell sharply to 3 per cent in
June, sending the dellar lower and

highlighting the Federal Reserve’s rela-

tive success at bearing down on price

prossures.

The improved picture in yesterday's
data stands in sharp contrast to other
advanced economies such as the UK,
where the Bank of England is struggling
to controd inflationof 8.7 percent

US markets reacted positively to the
data, with the main stock indices hitting
15-month highs. The two-year Treasury
yheld, which mowves with interest rate
expectations, fell to a two-week low of
4.73 per cent, while the US dollar index
it lts weakest podnit in 15 months.

The annual increase in the consmer
price index showed from 4 per cent in
May to 3 per cenl in June, the slowest
rate of inflation since March 2021, com-
pared with expectations of 3.1 percent.

“After a punishing streteh of high
inflation that eroded consumers’ pur-
chasing power, the fever is breaking.”
said Bill Adams, chicf cconomist at
Comerica Bank.

The headline rate of inflation has
been moving closer to the Fed's 2 per
cent target after peaking at more than
9 per cent last year. However, core infla-
tion, which strips out volatile food and
energy costs, has proved more resilient,
raising expectations Uhat the US central
bank will still need to lift interest rates
further. Core CP1 fell more modestly,
from 5.3 per cent to 4.8 percent.

“Headline inflation Is coming down,
but . . _thereis still quite a distance Lo go
from 4.8 per cent to where the Fed
wants core inflation to be at 2 per cent,”
said Torsten Slok, chiel economist at
Apollo Clobal Management. “Taken
with the employment report, this is still
likely to mean another rate increase ™

Labour market data released last
work suggested that the Fed's aggressive
rate rises were beginning to coal the
eoomsmmy, with jobs growth slowing.

However, it also highlighted contin
ued inflationary pressures, with unem-
ployment still close to & multi-decade

Gaming ruling is setback
for FTC's combative chief

A judge’s decision fo throw aut the US
Federal Trade Commission's request to
bBlack Microsalt’s $T5bn scquisition of
Activision dealt a heawy blow 1o Ling
Khan, the regulator’s boss. Known for a
paper as a young academic thal urged
the break-up of Amazon, she angers
corporate America with her new legal
tactics to hit anti-competitive conduct.
Results are mixed but kwyers say the
latest serback will not curb her zeal
Antitrust ambitions - Face 9

Lex = PAGE 8

low and wages growing well ahave the
levels considered consistent with the
Fed's target inflation rate.

The Fed has raised its benchmark
interest rate to a range of 5 to 5.25 per
cent from close to zero at the start of
2022. Officials kept rates steady at their
mast recent policy meeting in June Lo

Can Bidenomics
changs America?
Big Read, Page 15

Some 40 years after
Reaganomics rejected
government intervention,
the US has embraced an
era of massive subsidies.
But will voters notice?

take stock of the effect of previous rises
but have made clear they expect farther
increases before the end af the year,

Sophla Drossos, an economist at
Point72 Asset Management, said the
Fed was likely to raise rates this month
bat added that the combination of yes-
verday's data and temtative signs of coal-
ing in the labour market “reinforces the
wiew that the path for the Fed is more
uncertainafter July”.

“What we're seeing is consistent with
the market scaling back tightening exp-
ectations after the July meeting,” she
said, “but it doesn't seem that it should
e pricing in scope for rate cuts this year.
This is consistent with higher for longer,
perhaps “one and donc' as the Fod goes

on pause and considers its next mowve.”
Whereas the Fed appears to be closing
in on the end of its monetary tightening
camipakgn, the BoE and the European
Central Bank are expected to plough on
with several more rate rises this year.
Amdlllzlolmur\:smarkﬁs,tbenoll
is forecast Lo Lift its benchmark rate
another percentage point this year to
6 per cent by early 2024. The ECB is pro-
jected to deliver about half a percentage
point more of rate rises this year, China's
economy teetersd on the brink of defla-
ticn in June, with flat annaal CP1 adding
to-calls for more stimulus,
Hopes for end to tightening page 4
Junk bond trade shrinks page 10
Markets Insight page 11

Ch1pdf:51gner Arm woos rival Nvidia to

act as anchor investor at New York IPO

FT REPORTERS

UK-based chip designer Arm is in talks
o g b Nvidia as an anchor investor
as the SoftBank-owned company
presses ahead with plans for a New
York listing as soon as September.

MNvidia, the world's most valuable semi-
condudor group, was last year o
abandon its planned $66bn acquisition
af Arm after the deal was challenged by
regulators,

The Silicon Valley-based chipmaker is
one of several Arm partners, including
Intel, that the UK-based company is
hoping will take along-term stake at the
initial public offering stage, according to
several people bricfed on the talks.

The prospective investors are still
negotiating with Arm over its valuation.
Ome person familiar with the talks said
Mvidia wanled a share price that would

put Arm's total value at $35ba to $40bn,
while Arm wanted to be closer to $80bn.

The aim of bringing in large anchor
investorsas Arm launches an TPO would
be to help support the stock as Soft-
Bank, which bought Arm for £24bn in
2018, sells deown its stake.

Many private tech companbes and
their advisers are watching to see whet.
her Arm succeeds in launching its IPO
after a year-long shumpin new listings.

Securing the sdvance support of a few
anchar investors is a papular tactic dur-
g difficult 1P markets, as it serves o
ensure demand and reassure other
potential investors,

Arm and Nvidia declined to com:
ment. One person close to the situation
sakd the talks had not been conchsded
and might mot lead to an investment.

Arm is expected to be the most valua-
ble company togo public in the US since

auwtomaker Rivian, which listed with a
market capitalisation of §70bm in 2021,

Arm is widely considered Lo be a less
risky prospect than many other IPO
candidates, given (s record as a pablic
company.

People close to SoftBank said founder
Masayoshi Son had been personally

i acekingg snchor linveators for

Arm. Son has been focusing on expand-
ing the chip designer's revenue abead of
its TP SoftBank declined to comment.

Arm and Nvidia have contacted regu-
lators in the US to smooih over any
potential concerns on what is likely to
be a small minority investment, in the
low hundreds of millions of dollars,
according to people chose tothe talks.
Reports by Tabby Kinder and Richand Wters
in San Frameisen, Qianer Liv in Hong Kong,
Nicholas Megrer in New York, Kana Inagaki
i Tk anvd Thirs Beosdishaw in Londor:
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“There is
still quite
adistance
firomm 4.

Lo where
the Fed
wants core
flation
tobe at 2%

Briefing

= EY's Chinese arm locked
in IT tussle with head office
The business has been refusing to
pay fees owed o the firm's global

rx fior a year in a spat
over IT servioes it says cannot be
fally used in China.— pase s

» Diigital tax push thwarted
More than 130 nations have
extended a ban on Big Tech levies
by ancther year to 2025, as they
wrestle L update the ghbal tax
system for the digital age.— pase 2

» Egypt launches sell-offs
Cairo has announced the sale of
51960 of assets inchuding stakes
in ail groups and historic hotels,
iz & push for forelgn currency to
shore up the pound.— e &

» UAE to set climate agenda
The host of the: fort hooméing UN
climate summit is expected 1o

partics to veto a bill that aims to
rewild a fifth of UV kund and sea
habitats from 2000 — PagE 7

» Drought hits olive oil
Prices have sarged farther in to
recornd territory after a long
period of unnsually dry weather
i Spain, the producer, as
well s Maly and Portugal — race

Datawatch

In a jam
Average hours lost by drivers fo
rush-hour traffic. 2022
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LATE EDATION
Today, hot, humid, periodic clouds,
high 90. Tonight, a spotty thunder-
smnmllydmﬂy]uwﬂ Tomor-

row, showers then a thunderstorm,
hlgh 85. Weather map, Page AlS.
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Biden Braces
NATO for Slog
Against Russia

Invoking Cold War —
“We Will Not Waver’

By DAVID E. SANGER

and ZOLAN KANNO-YOUNGS

WVILNIUS, Lithuania — Presi-
dent Biden concluded a meeting of
MNATO allies on Wednesday in Vil-
nius, Lithuania, with an address o
that country, and the world, com-
paring the battle to expel Russia
rom Ukraine with the Cold War
struggle for freedom in Europe,
and promising *we will not wa-
ver” no matter how long the war
CONLNES.

His speech seemed to be pre-
paring Americans and MNATO
countries for a confrontation that
could go on for vears, putting it in
the context of MOMERtOUS COR-
flicts in Europe’s war-torn past.
And he cast it as a test of wills with
President Viadimir V. Putin of
Russia, who has shown no interest
in gEiving up on an invasion that
has not gone according to plan,
but has locked him in a war of at-
trition.

“Putin still wrongly believes
that he can outlast Ukraine,” M
Biden said, describing the Rus-
sian leader as a man who made a
huge strategic mistake in invad-
ing a neighboring country and
now is doubling down. “After all
this time Putin still dowbrs our
staying power. He is making a bad
be,
The speech, at Vilnius Univer-
sity, came after a series of impor-
tamt victories for Mr Biden as
MATOs de facto leader, at a time
of rapid change for the alliance.

His success in cajoling Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan of
Turkey vo drop his objections to
Sweden's admission as the 3Znd
member of NATO makes it possi-
hie to turn the Baltic Sea into a re-
gion bounded almost entirely by
the alliance (though Mr. Erdogan
suggested that Turkey's Parlia-
ment may not take up the issue
until October), NATCO nations
committed to boosting military
spending that the United States
has long complained was inade-
quate.

At the same time, Mr. Biden
managed to quash an effort by
Ukraine, with the support of Po-
land and several of the Baltic na-
tons, o give a timetable for
Ukraine to formally enter the alli-
ance. Under MATO® policy re-
quiring collective defense. the
president has sald that admitting
Ukraine with the war underway
would put the United States in di-
rect conflict with Russia. NMATO

Continued on Page A8

DIVESION AMID UNITY Despite
successes at the NATO summit,
SErious SIrains remain. PAGE AR
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Inflation Slows Down

Wear-over-year percentage change
Ins the Consumers Price Indes:
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Slowing Costs Offer Relief
To Consumers and the Fed

Home and Travel Prices Help Ease Inflation
— May Avert Late-Year Rate Rise

By JEANMNA SMIALEK

Inflation cooled significantly in
June, offering some of the most
hopeful news since the Federal
Reserve began trying to tame rap-
id price increases 16 months ago
— amd boosting the chances that
the central bank might be able 1o
stop raising interest rates after its
meeting this month.

The Consumer Price Index
climbed 3 percent in the year
through June, according to data
released Wednesday, less than the
4 percent increase in the year
through May and just a third of its
roughly 8 percent peak last sum-
mer.

That overall measure is being
pulled down by big declines in gas
prices that could prove m-
eral, which is why policymakers
closely watch a more slimmed-
down wversion: the change in
prices after siripping out food and
fuel costs. That metric, known as
the core index, offered news that
was even better than what econo-
mists had expected.

The core index climbed 4.5 per-
Cent Compal with the previous
year, down from 5.3 percent in the
year through May Economists
had forecast a 5 percent increase.
Amnd on a monthly basis, it climbed
at the slowest pace since August
2021,

Slower inflation is unguestion-
ably good news, because it allows
consumer paychecks to stretch
further at the gas pump and in the
grocery aisle. And if inflation can
come down sustainably without a
big increase in unemployment or
a painful economic recession, it
could allow workers to hang on to
the major gains they have made
over the past three years:
progress toward beter jobs and
pay that has helped to chip away

at income inequality.

The White House, which has
spent over a year on the defensive
over rising prices, celebrated the
fresh report, with President Biden
calling the current economic mo-
ment “Bidenomics in action.” And
stocks soared as investors bet that
the Fed would be able to be less
aggressive in its fight against in-
flation — even haluing its inverest
rate increases after a final July
n light of the new data.

s very promising news,”
ura Rosner-Warburton,
senior economist and founding
partner at MacroPolicy Perspec-
tives. “The pieces of the puzzle are
starting to come together. But it's
just one report, and the Fed has
been burned by inflation before™

Fed officials are likely wo avoid
declaring victory just yet. Policy-
makers are still trying to assess
whether the moderation is likely
1o be quick and complete. They do
not want to allow price increases
to linger at slightly elevated levels
for too long, because if they do,
consumers and businesses could
adjust their behavior in ways that
make more rapid inflation a per-
manent feature of the econamy.

That's why officials have sig-
naled in recent weeks that they
are likely to raise interest rates at
their mesting on July 25 and 26.
Policymakers had also indicated
that one or more additional rate
moves could be warranted after
that.

“Inflation is too high," Thomas
Barkin, the president of the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank of Richmond,
said Wednesday in a speech in
Maryland, according to Bloom-
berg. "If you back off too Soomn, in-
fAation comes back strong, which

Continued on Page Al3

Far-Right Republicans Seek to Defund Ukraine

By KARDUN DEMIRJIAN

WASHINGTON — A group of
right-wing House Republicans
pushing wo load up the annual de-
fense bill with socially conserva-
tive policies on abortion, race and
gender have another demand: se-
were restrictions on ULS. military
suppaort for Ukraine.

The Pressure raises the
prospect of a divisive floor fight
over America’s backing for the
war effort just as President Biden
tries to rally European allies to
support Kyiv in its conflict with
Russia.

The group’s proposals on mili-

Partisan Battle Could
Delay Defense Bill

tary aid stand no chance of pass-
ing the House, where there con
ues to be strong bipartisan sup-
port for backing Ukraine’s war ef-
fort, or going anywhere in the
Senate. But the far right's insise-
ENCE 0N CAStNg vores on the mar-
ter amyway has further imperiled
the defense legislation and trans-
formed what is ordinarily a
broadly supported measure that
provides the annual pay raise to

U.S. military personnel and sets
Pentagon policy into a partisan
battleground that has placed Re-
publican divisions on display.
The House on Wednesday be-
gan debating the S$886 billion
measure, sidestepping the rifts as
Republican leaders toiled behind
the scenes to placate ultracon-
servative lawmakers who are de-
manding wvoves to scale back
Ukraine aid and add social policy
dictates, But those disputes will
evenmually have to be resolved 1o
pass the bill, which had been ex-
pected to receive approval on Fri-
day — a timetable that is now in
doubt as hard right threatens
Continued on Page AlS

AN PIERRE OOUDERE ROCER VIOLLET

Milan Kundera in France in 1979. He left Czechoslovakia in 1975.

MILAN KUNDERA, 1929-2023

‘Unbearable Lightness’ Author
Gave Comical Flair to Despair

By DANIEL LEWIS

Milan Kundera, the Comumunist
Party outcast who became a
global literary star with mordant,
sexually charged novels that cap-
tured the suffocating absurdity of
life in the workers' paradise of his
native Czechoslovakia, died on
Tuesday in Paris. He was 94.

A spokeswoman for Gallimard,
Mr.  EKundera's publisher
France, confirmed the death, say-
ing it came “after a prolonged ill-
ness"

Mr. Kunderas run of popular
books began with “The Joke™
which was published to acclaim in
1867, around the time of the
Prague Spring, then banned with
a wengeance after Soviet-led
troops crushed that experiment in
“socialism with a human face™ a

few months laver. He completed
his final novel, “The Festival of In-
significance” (2015), when he was
in his mid-80s and living comfort-
ably in Paris.

“Festival” was his first new fic-
tion since 20040, but its reception,
tepid ar best, was a far cry from
the reaction to his most endur-

ingly popular novel, *The Unbear-
able Lightness of Being.™

An instant success when it was
published in 1984, “Unbearable
Lightness" was reprinted over the
yvears in at least two dozen lan-
guages. The novel drew even
wider attention when it was
adapted into a 1988 film starring
Daniel Day-Lewis as one of its
central characters, Tomas, a

Continued on Page A20

Violence Reigns
As Drug Cartels

Rise in Ecuador

By JULIE TURKEWITZ

GUAYAQUIL, Ecuador — A to-
tal of 210 tons of drugs seized in a
single year, a record. At least 4,500
killings last year, also a record.
Children recruived by gangs. Pris-
ons as hubs for crime. Neighbor-
hoods  consumed criminal
feuds. And all this chaos financed
by powerful outsiders with deep
pockets and lots of experience in
the global drug business.

Ecuador, on South America’s
western edge, has in just a few
years me the drug trade's
gold rush state, with major cartels
from as far as Mexico and Albania
joining forces with prison and
street gangs, unleashing a wave of
winlence unlike anything in the
country's recent history.

Fueling this wmurmodl is the
world's il demand for co-
caine. While many policymakers
have been focused on an epidemic
of opioids, like fentanyl, that kills
tens of thousands of Americans
every year, cocaine production
has soared 1o record levels, a phe-
nomenon that is now ravaging Ec-
uador SOCIEtY, UMNing a once
peaceful nation into & battle-
ground.

“People consume abroad,” sakd
Maj. Edison Nafiez, an intelli-
gence official with the Ecua-
dorean national police, “but they
don't  understand the conse-
guences that take place here™

It's not that Ecuador is new to
the drug business. Squeezed be-
tween the world's biggest cocaine
producers, Colombia and Peru, it
has long served as an exit point for
illicit products bound for Morth
America and Europe.

But a boom in Colombia in the

Continued on Page A6

SO PR PURDUS. LIrVERSITY

Ninlin Rusn's new paint reflects
98 percent of the suns rays.

A Coat of Paint
May Hold a Key
To a Cool Planet

By CARA BUCKLEY
Kiulin Ruan, a professor of me-
chanical engineering at Purdue
University, didn™t set out vo make
it into the Guinness World
Records when he began trying o
make a new type of paint. He had a
loftier goal: 1o cool down buildings
without torching the Earth.

In 2020, Dr. Ruan and his team
unveiled their creation: a type of
white paint that can act as a reflec-
tor, bouncing %5 percent of the
sun's rays away from the Earth's
surface, up through the atmos-
phere and into deep space. A few
maonths later, they announced an
even more potent Formuokation
that increased sunlight reflection
i 98 percent.

The paint’s properties are al-
mast superheroic. It can make
surfaces as much as eight degrees
Fahrenheit cooler than ambient
air temperatures at midday, and
upto 19 degrees cooler at night, re-
ducing temperatures inside build-

Continued on Page A12

MNATIONAL All-18
Director Defends F.B.1.

Republicans bombarded Christopher A.
Wray with a series of criticisms during
PAGE AlS

a contentious hearing.

Wanted: Larcenous Otter
California wildlife officials are after a
sea otter who rides the waves after
taking surfers” boards.
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War Over Bullfighting Customs
Spain's comic shows at bullfights by
peoaple with dwarfism are under attack.
Performers are fighting back. PAGE A4

Hacking Before China Trip
China targeted State Department
emails before the secretary of state
wisited in June, officials said.  PAGE A8

AL in the Classroom

Newark public schools are trying out
utor bots. The preliminary report card:
“could use improvement.” PAGE B1

Challenging Tech, and Losing
After Microsoft won a ruling, critics of
the Federal Trade Commission’s leader
say her strategy is flawed. PAGE B1

OBITUARIES A19.21

C.E.O. Paved Way for S.U.V.s
Gerald C. Meyers, the executive who
helped American Motors fuel an appe-
tite for off-road vehicles with the Jeep
Cherokee in 1974, was 94, PAGE A21

SPORTS B6.8

The Soldiers of Wimbledon
Nearly 500 members of Britain's three
military branches spend two weeks of
their vacation each year volunteering at
the Grand Slam tournament. PAGE BS

A Pinball Wizard Plays On

The rock opera “The Who's Tommy"
has been reimagined for a new produc-
tion being staged in Chicago. PAGE C1

“Succession” Tops Emmys List
The HBO drama, with, below, Sarah
Snook, Kieran Culkin and Jeremy
Strong, earned 27 nominations. PAGE €1
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Torn to Be Worn
Celebrities like the antigue look of

Magnolia Pearl, but the brand has taken
fire for its “poverty”™ acsthetic,

An Amiable Aristocrat
The Duchess of Rutland found running
a castle to be a big job, then asked other

PAGE M

duchesses for their secrets. PAGE D&
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Gail Collins PAGE A23
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WEATHER EXTREMES — ‘A NEW ABNORMATL®

The LS. in the last two months has resembled the set of a blockbuster disaster movie, with heat waves, wildfires or torrential rain
affecting much of the country. Are we doomed? Scientists say, no, humans can still do something about climate change, NATION, A8

New
head of
Cal State
selected

Mildred Garcia is a
former leader of the
Dominguez Hills and
Fullerton campuscs.
By DEBBIE TRUONG

Mildred Garcia, a long-
Lime higher-education
leader who previously
served as president of Cal
State Dominguez Hills and
Cal State Fullerton, was
named chancellor of the Cal-
iformia State University on
Wednesday, trustees an-
nounced,. stepping into the
top position at a fraught
time for the nation’s largest
public four-vear university
sysbem.

Gaarcia, currently presi-
dent of the American Assn.
of State Colleges and Uni-
wersities, will become the
Oth chancellor and first Lat-
ina to lead the 23-campus
system. She is credited with
improving Cal State Fuller-
ton's four-yvear graduation
rate by 65% and won recog-
nition from a host of state
and national education
groups for closing the
achievement gaps between
Latinos and their white and
Asian peers. Earlier in her
career, Garcia served as
president of Berkeley Col-
lege, a for-profit college with

[See Chancellor, A10]

Shows Em
voters will miss
MNominees include
departing series “Ted
Lasso.” “Succession,”
“Mrs. Maisel™ and
“Barry.” CALENDAR, E1

Inflation drops
to 3% in June
The sharp slowdown
reflects easing prices
for gasoline, airfares,
used cars and grocer-
ies. BUSINESS, A1z
Weather

Mostly sunny

L.A. Basin: 89763, B8
Printed with soy inks on g#
partially recyeled paper. R o
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In area of great scenic beauty,
ground constantly in motion

The Palos Verdes Peninsula — a land
of rolling hills, jagged cliffs and sweeping
views of the city and ocean — boasts
some of the most beautiful terrain in

Southern California.

It’s also long proved to be some of the

most dangerous.

For hundreds of thousands of years,
the peninsula has been plagued by an
ancient landslide complex that slowly
reshapes the topography.
lurches and warps, sometimes slowly,
sometimes rapidly, destroying homes

The earth

and infrastructure along the way.

The latest

damage was dealt Lo

Landslides
on the Palos
Verdes
Peninsula
have ancient
pedigree

By Jack Flemming

through

Rolling Hills Estates, where a major
ground shift led Lo 12 homes being evac-
uated after a fissure snaked its way
the
tions cracked, walls collapsed and some
homes were vis
side upon which they were perched
slowly descended into & canyon.

Land movement is a stubborn, if peri-
odic, reality for much of California —
particularly the coastal
South Bay and Orange County.

Laguna Beach, Laguna Niguel and

neighborhood. Founda-

Ly leaning as the hill-

hills of the

San Clemente have dealt with destruc-

tive slides

in [See Landslide, A8]

mmes

latimes.com

ACTORS
EDGE
CLOSER
TO A
STRIKE

As a mediator joins
contract talks with
studios on deadline, a
deal appears unlikely.

By ANousHA SAKOUI

The union representing
Hollywood actors was in a
showdown with the major
studios Wednesday after-
noon, setting the stage for a
possible second Industry
strike.

A federal mediator was
brought in Wednesday to
help resolve the labor con-
fMict, but few people close ta
negotiations expected SAG-
AFTRA and the Alliance of
Motion Picture and Telewi-
sion Producers to reach a
deal before a midnight dead-
line.

By anoverwhelming 08%,
the union’s membe prewvi-
ously authorized their lead-
ers to call a strike if they
could NoL Secure 8 new con-
tract to replace one that ex-
pired June 30.

Ifapproved by the union’s
national board, which is
scheduled to meet Thurs-
day, a strike could happen as
early as Friday with pickets
in Los Angeles, New York
and other cities. Actors
would join writers — who've
been on  strike for bwo
months — for the first time
sinee in 1960,

A collapse in talks had
been foreshadowed Tues-
day, when SAG-AFTRA
lasted the AMPTE over a
last-minute proposal to
bring in a federal mediator
to help resolve the labor con-
flict,

The alliance, which bar-
gains on behalf of the studios
and streamers, made the re-
quest for assistance from a
federal mediator after sewv-
eral top Hollywood execu-
tives, including Warner
Bros. Discovery boss David

[See Actors, A13]
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MARE WoODWARD

A SEA OTTER chews on a surfboard aftor chasing off a surfer off the coast of
Santa Cruz on Sunday. Wildlife officials want to capture it and find it a new home.

Oh, gnarly! That cute sea
otter will steal your board

Critter attacks and terrorizes surfers in Santa Cruz

By SuUsaNNE RUusT

SANTA CRUZ — It was
Joon Lee's fourth time surf-
ing on Sunday.

‘The 40-year-old Apple
software engineer from San
Jose had rented a board and
driven south Lo Santa Cruz
to catch some waves off the
coast of the iconic surf town.

But about 80 minutes
into his session, he was at-
tacked — by a sea otter.

Since mid-June, an otter
— which remains nameless
— has been attacking and
terrorizing surfers off the
Santa Cruz coastline —in at
least one case, stealing a

Board.

In recent days. the at-
tacks have grown increas-
ingly aggressive.

Lee said he'd been surfing
near an otter for most of the
time he was there — in
Steamer Lane, off Cowell
Heach. “It was being peace-
ful and friendly, and all of us
surfers were like, "Oh, it's 5o
cute,” " he said.

But then another otter
appeared, seemingly out of
nowhere, and swam at an-
other surfer.

YAt first, we were like,
‘Look how cute?” But then it
bit down on the board and
chewed off a plece, and we
were like, ‘“What's going

on?" " he said.

That's when it turned its
eyes on Lee and made a bee-
line for him.

“Iwas scared. Iwas trying
to swim away. but before 1
was able to get far. it bit my
leash.” he sald, referring to
the tether surfers wear
around their ankle that con-
nects themn to the board. “So
I panicked.™

He said the olter jumped
on his board and began bit-
ing it. He tried to flip the
board, but the otter got right
back on — and started lung-
ingat him.

He was ultimately able to
get to shore, but not before

[See Otter, A10]

How a Manson
murderer’s parole
became possible

By SALVADOR
HERNANDEZ AND
RicHaARD WiNTON

For more than 50 years,
relatives of Sharon Tate and
Leno and Rosemary LaBi-
anca vehemently pleaded
with California gowvernors
and the state's parole board:
Never free any member of
Charles Manson's so-called

“If you have a monster
and you are fortunate
enough to have caught it,
and it was condemned to die,
why let it go?” said Tate's sis-
ter, Debra Tate, “I've worked
with Republican governors
and Democrat governors,
and ewvery one has alwayvs
said: “We'll never let them
out.’ "~

That changed Tuesday,
when after having repeat-
edly been denied parole,
Leslie Van Houtern was re-

leased from prison for her
role in the notoricus 1969
murders in Los Angeles.

While Tate and other
family member of the vie-
tims decried the release, the
maove underscores honwr
views of punishment and re-
habilitation have changed in
the criminal justice system,
even when it comes to hor-
rific cases such as the Man-
son murders.

“The crimes were truly
heinous, cruel murders of
strangers,” sald Hadar Avi-
ram, a professor at UC Law
San Francisco and author of
“Yesterday's Monsters: The
Manson Family Cases and
the Ilusion of Parole,” a
book that studies the parole
hearings of those convicted.
“There’'s this idea of: Can
this ever be forgiven?”

But, Aviram continued,
“I think if you really think
about this as a pragmatic,

[See Manson, AS]

Sran Lism Pool Fnota

LESLIE VAN HOUTEN, pictured in 20107, was juﬁl
released from a California prison after 53 years.
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Biden
walked a
fine line
in Vilnius

President’s cautious tone
on Ukraine’s NATO bid
clashed with some allies

BY MicuAaEL BimyNpaus
AND EMiLy BAUHALSY

VILMIUS, LITHUANLA — The nego-
tiations about Ukraine’s glidepath
toward MATO membership had
o down to the wire, and Biden
administration officials believed
they had finally found a compro-
mise: a vow to ease Kyivs mem-
bership process, once the wartime
situation allows it

Then Ukrainian President Vio-
lodyryT Zele rwreighed inwith
a tweet blasting the draft offer as
far too little. Tt crashed President
Biden's careful balance between
two constituencies: his own con-
vietion that a LS. misstep in
Ukraine could start World War I,
and the volces channeling Kyiv's
desire o join the fast track to
MNATO membership.

Felensky's intervention mid-
way through NATO's high-stakes
summit here made members of
the 1.5, delegation “furions.” ane
official said, And it erystallized a
broader tension facing Biden as
Ukraines counteroffensive runs

by
far Kyiv's biggest military backer.
But Biden faces an increasing
challenge holding together the
transatlantic alliance, as other
eountries increasingly push plans
for helping Ukraine that rush past
the lines the White House helieves
eould trigger a Bussian escalation.
Now Biden needs to make a
SEENATO 0N AL

G-7 pledge: Global keaders join in
mijor security pact for Ulkraine. AL1L

F-16 deak: Turkey's agroement is
being linked to a Greek request. AL
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CLOCEKWISE FROM BOTTOM: The ravages of climate change
appeared in severe this week in northern Indiag
Clnq.dinn “Idﬂluﬂlnkhmbmlﬂhtlwdc air to the United
this week in Vermont, where Tyler Jovie carried
his n.:ighm dog to dry groond; and U.S. heat alerts that had
Andrea Washington in Anstin and millions more secking relief.

Democracy Dies in Darkness

BRANDOM BELLY GETTT PAMIES.

Alarms for a
planet on edge:
Flooding. lires
and lethal heat

Warming's link to extreme events is clear.
What isn’t, experts say, is when we’ll act.

BY Saran Karpan

he workl is hotter than its been in thousands of

5, and itk ag if every alarm bell on Earth were
ringing.

The winmings are echoing through the drenched

mountaine of Vermont, where two months of rain

Just fell in only two days. India and Japan were deluged by
extreme flooding.

They're shrilling from the scorching streets of Texas, Flori-
da, Spain and China, with a severe heat wave also building in
Phoenix and the Southwest in coming days,

They're burbling up from the oceans, where forecasters say
temperatures have surged to levels “beyond extreme™

And theyre showing up in unprecedented, still-burning
wildfires in Canada that have sent plumes of dangerous smoke
into the United States

Seientists say there is no question that this cacophony was
caused by climate change — or that it will continue to intensify
as the planet warms. Research shows that human greenhouse
s emissions, particularly from burning fossil fuels, have

SEE CLIMATE ON AS

Vermont: Deluges test stata’s quaint mowsntain towns. AS
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Fresh
signs of
easing
prices

INFLATION CLOSER
TO NORMAL LEVELS

Economic picture starkly
different from a year ago

BY RACHEL SIEGEL
AND ABIA BIATTARAL

A year after inflation seared to
the highest level in four decades,
price increases are returning clos-
er o normal levels, with families
and businesses feeling the differ-
ETICE AS s rise faster than pric-
es and policymakers debate how
mnch more to skow the economy.

Government data  released
Wednesday showed a notable
droprin inflation: Prices rose 3 per-
cent in June compared with the
year before, and 0.2 percent com-
pared with May, the smallest
month increase sinee March 2021,
That marked progress from the
last inflation report, when prices
rose 4 percent eompared with the
previous year.

There is a ways to g0, especially
‘on major categories such as rent.
But encouraging signs were scat-
tered throughout the Burean of
Labor Statistics report. Goods
prices, from used cars to meats,
saw declines compared with the
month before. Categories that
‘bulged over the past vear. such as
airfares and hotels, are also cool-
ing off as demand settles back to
normal

Meanwhile, wages have grown
faster than inflation for four
straight months. Average hourly
earnings rose (b4 percent from
May to June, outpacing inflation
by 0.2 percent, according to a sep-
émteBISthlcastdedm»

Y.

SEE INFLATION ON A18

Cabinet head
among those
hit in Chinese
email breach

BY ELLEN NAKASHIMA,
JOSEFH MENN
AND SHANE HARRIS

Chinese cyberspies, exploiting
a fundamental gap in Microsoft's
clond, hacked email accounts at
the Commernce and State depart-
ments, including that of Com-
merce Secretary Gina Raimondo
— whese ageney has imposed stiff
export controls on Chinese tech-
nologies that Beljing has de-
mouneed as a malicious atbempt to
suppress its companies,

Ralmondo k= the only known
Cabinet-level official to have their
account compromised in the tar-
geted cvberespionage campaign,
according to ULS. officials familiar
with the matter, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity due to the
matter's sensitivity,

The breaches have been miti-
gated, officials said, but an FBI
investigation continues.

The Microsoft wvulnerabdlity

SEE HACKS 0N ALG
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CHIMA'S GLOBAL LEAP
Winning Iriends. and influence, by training workers

Vocational programs in 25 nations emblematic of Xi's push to offer his nation as an alternative to U.S,

BY SHIBANT MAHTANT

PONOROGO, INDONESIA — The
rice fields in this part of East Java
are sl plowed by buffalo. There is
little in the way of manufacturing
or tourism. Every year thousands
of residents follow a well-worm
path to jobs as domestic helpers in
Hong Kong or construction work-
ers in Sawdi Arabia.

Ziofani Alfirdaus, however, be-
lieves he will have a career and a
future here. The 16-year-old is
clear on the source of his opti-
rkam — China.

His boeal school hosts o Loban
Workshop, a Chinese-funded
and -directed voeational teaindng
program that teaches students
how to service Chinese electric-
wehicle engines, operate Chinese
eommercial drones and assemble
Chinese robots. The educational
assistance, all provided at no cost,
has revolutionized the provineial
school here with new technology
and machinery o train students,
s well as trips to  voeational
schaols in China to build the skills

SEECHINA ON AIZ

HDGHUA FWANDH FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Students fix a concept engine in an automotive class at a China-led workshop in Ponorogoe, Indonesia,

THE ECONOMY An ordinary-looking
A growing numberof plot in the DUC subarbs

INSIDI

GOP ouls
carly voling
tactics it has
long vilified

BY Josa Dawsey
AND ISAAC ARNSDORF

Former president  Donald
Trump and Republican  allies
have long vilified mail-in voting
and what is called ballot harvest-
ing, alleging without presenting
evidence that the practices are
rife with fraud and encouraging
Republicans to vote in person
instead.

“There ks no way you can go
through a mail-in vote without
massive cheating,” Trump said in
Aungust 2020, “GET RID OF BAL-
LOT HARVESTING!™ he wrote in
a Twitter message that same year,
referring to entitles in certain
states that are authorized to
eollect ballots and deliver them
to elections officials.

But now, after disappointing
election results in 2020 and
2022, Republicans close o
Trump are seeking to raise hun-
dreds of millions of dollars to

SEE BALLOTS ON A4

travelers will have to an- hiasyielded over 100
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Wh iew On the James Webh Space
Telescope’s lirst anniversary, NASA released
an image of stars forming near Earth. A5
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THE MATION

FEBI Director Christo-
pher A Wiy reba ffed
Homse GOP claims of

conservatives,

The EPA proposed
tougher standards on
lead inpaint in older
buildings, potentially
triggering its removal in
ol Buoames and
schuols, A3

THE CLIMATE

Soall wind is getting
thers is o dean energy
option, but havinga tur—

bine sealed for lorme nse
atill presents major
challenges, Michael J.
Coren writes. As

THE WORLD

Ina drone-alded duwel
insoutheastern Ukraine,
any hopes of gquick wins
against Russia are giving
ey to the grind of
tinn. AR

Israels recent raid in
Jenin exposed the weak-
ness of the Palestinian
Authority, which rmany
inthe West Bank view
as irrelevant, 414

last year, the TSA
announced. AL

THE REGION

Gov. Wes
Maoore sakd more police
and tougher sentencing
are needed to stem esca-
lating gun viclemee. Bl
Omeof the first.J;
rioters to be ident:
Fouth Keepers i
cted of conspiracy
to obstruct the electoral
college vote count and
civil disorder. B1

115 million years odd. B1

OBITUARIES

Nilan Kundera, 94,
the Czech-barn writer of
“The Unbearable Light-
ness of Bring,” mixed
philosophy, political eri-
ticpue and eroticism in
his novels. B

STYLE
MNorthwestern student

journalists suspected

there was more Lo foot-
ball coach Pat Fitzger-
ald's suspension — and
they were right. C1

LOCAL LIVING

Party crashers

Hom Lo enjoy Summer

and protect yous patio

froem mosquitoas.

STYLE

The 2023 Emmys

A look at the nominations
and why things are a

hit messier this year, C1
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CPI report: Inflation cools
for 12th straight month

I Flat grocery prices partly offset o rebowund in
gas costs and still-hefty rent hikes. n Money

TITLE IX COMPLIANCE

Harassed
nonbinary
student
wins ruling
Wisconsin mom feels
‘shocked,” vindicated

Terry Collins
USA TODAY

Abmost two agoniring years. Hop—
ing. Waiting Finally, an “overwhelm
ing™ conclusion.

Brooke Johnson-Paguette said she
also felt vindicated when the U.S. De-
partment of Education sald last week
that Remus, her transgender, norsbd-
nary child, had been continuously ha-
rassed in their rural Wisconsin schaol
district, a vioklation of Title IX, a federal
low that protects students against ha-
rassTment .

For years, Remus, now IT, was called
derogatory slurs commonly associated
with LGBTQ- by classmates in
the small Wiscorsin,
school district and purposely bumped
into other students at school. The Edu-
cation Department’s report sakd the
harassment was severe enough thet
ane high school teacher adnuue:l llu-
couldn’t protect Remus,
ouns are lhl-rfthe-nnheit Froan bﬂl‘l‘,
hamswed by other students.

“I was In fear for my chiid's
life from the mental and
physical abuse. It's very
hard to endure.”™

Brooke Johnson-Paguette
bt OF Ermem e e | meorberuaey CPeind

The anguish became so bad that
Johnson- Paguette said in an exchasive
mtervicw wnh USA TODAY that the

filed a complaint with the federal Edu-
cathon ment's Office for Civil
Rights n 2021

On Thursday, the department told
Johnson- Paguette it reached an agree-
ment requiring the School District of
Rhinelander to comply with Title IX
and provide additional traming to stu-
drul- lnd u'l.nﬂ' on recogndzEng dis-
rt, and bully-

(= L,

"\'i'c'vr been on this jowrney for
nearly five years without some resobu-
tion., until now,” Johnson-Paguette
sadd Monday, adding the decision, and
the mational attention, are still i
in. “This proves that our lves are full of
merit and proofl of what we've been
through ™

‘Unprecedented surge
of civil rl'blseom

The agreement recognizing what
Remus Johnson endured is the kntest
action taken by the Education Dﬁt’;
rnzul s civil right=s arm to corack

t schools using the
Inn:lm gender equity law, as con-
cerns persist about discrepancies in
how students of different genders are

See TITLE IX, Page 2A
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NATO SUMMIT

Zelenskyy defends
use of cluster bombs

PGA Tour commissioner
returning amid trust issues

When Jay Monahan goes back to work, he faces
battie regaining pleyers’ conndonce. In Sports

IN LIFE

orca bohavlor

Full- page graphic oxplabns what kilkor

4 whales are doling to ships and what might

UNRAINE

LS TRA TR S AR Pk LA fUSA TOOukY

be behind thelr actions. In Mews

2
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_d——“ -

Ukrninian Prosident Volodyrmyr
Sunak,

. from NATO mombers including British Prime Ministor Rishi

and
Weodnosday in Vilnkss, LIthaanis. so0L S507T0 87 DOUGE ML S

mmm-mu the NATO-Ukrine Councll during the NATO surmmit

Ukraine leader softens tone on timeline to join alliance

Bidan attends a meating of the MATO-Ukraine Cowuncil with
Zelonskyy. conter, and NATO Deputy Secretary Genaral Mircoa
Geoana. right, ot the NATO summit Wednosday. ravm cos ovorsar

U OO

Ze

Francoesca Chambers and Joey Garrison

VILNIUS, Lithuania - Ukrainian President Volody -
myr Zelenskyy defended his country’'s use of chuster
munitions on Wednesday amid criticism from US.
lowmakers, pledging at a NATO summit to use the

WEDPOTES SYELem pesponsi

that it posed a “challenge™

inthe US. and Congress for the Biden administration
to send his country the bomix that are banned by
manyulhamm inth-e military alliance.

Russia is al
he said, promising jri-vwau
military targets

“It's not going to be used anywhere else,” Zelenskyy
Mlm%-mmmﬂumcﬂﬂm “It's all
about fairmess. We are defending

The Ukrainian leader and U S President Joeo Biden
Inter held a high-stakes bilateral meeting as the

the bombs in Ukraine,
only use the artilery on

oursclves. ™

See NATO SUMMIT, Page 24

Racism instrumental in childhood obesity

Study: Kids’ bodies react
to unfair treatment

Karen Waolntraub
A TOORY

Racism contributes to childhood
obesity, according to 8 study that Fouwnd
children as young as 9 were mone likely
to meet the definition of obesity if they
Foced racism a year earlier,

Though the link between racism
and obesity has long been assamwed.
this wias a clear confirmation in chil-
diren, sakd co-author Adolflo Cuwevas, an
expert on recism and health at the
NYU School of Global Public Health.

Children of color are “able to see
that they are being treated unfairky
based on their skin tone,” Cucvas said
“And this has huge, huge implications
for their life course trajectory when it
comes to their health ™

A large body of rescarch connects

More than 24%

The percentasge of children
mmmmm

y ard who
mmllﬂylomﬂn
definition of obesity,

wiith just 4% of children with
parents in the highast incorme
category.

racial discrimination 1o poor health out-
comes, said Devid Williaons, o leading
figrare in that rescarch and chair of the
Department of Social and Behavioral
Sciences at the Harverd TH. Chan
School of Public Health.

“What we have discovered owver the
years is that discrimination is a type of
stressful life experience that has nega-
tive effects on health just like other

types of stressfiul life experiences. It
leads to worse mental health and phys-
ical health.”

The study is a reminder that individ-

death just by how we treat others.” he

said. “The most important thing we [

need to do is reduce I.heo-cmof
discrimination.”

The study, published Tucsday in
JAMA Network Open, found significant

racial differences in the obesity rates of |

more than 6000 children ages 9 to IL
Lens than 7% of children who identifed
ns white met the medical definition for
hanving

AmeTicans
Alaskan natives, lndmucrwl.ll.nn?d%of
Black AmeTicans.

The more racial discrimination o

See OBESITY, Page 4A
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Milan Kundera. Uno
de los escritores mas
influyentes del siglo XX

cultura

El autor del best seller La insoportable levedad del ser
muriden Paris, donde vivia desde 1975, Pigina 24
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LA NACIO

JUEVES 13 DE |ULIO DE 2023

deporites

Demichelis en 1A NACION:
el hombre detras
de la revolucion River

Enla antesala de la definicidn. una charla intima con el DT
sobre ideasy sentimientos: “Sabia que estaba preparado”.
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Fracaso en el Senado una
maniobra de Cristina para
sostener a una jueza afin

jusTicia. Pretendia mantener en el cargo a Figueroa, que es clave para la causa Hotesur

Lavicepresidenta Cristina Kirchner
fracasdayer en suintento de apro-
baren ¢l Senadola permanenciaen
el cargo por cinco afios méds de la
camarista AnaMaria Figueroay de
evitar que la jueza, de abierta cer-
cania con el kirchnerismo, se vea
obligadaa jubilarse antes del proxi-
mo 9 de agosto, cuando cumpliri

75 anos. Figueroa integra la Cama-
rade Casacion, que decidira sobre
el futuro de la causa Hotesur-Los
Sauces, gue fue cerradaen 2021 en
mediode una fuerte controversiay
en la que Cristina Kirchner fue de-
nunciada por lavado de dinero.

La vicepresidenta habia impul-
sado ayer una sesion con oficia-

listas y aliados para sostener a la
camarista Figueroa; sin embargo,
no consiguio el guorum necesario
para llevar adelante la sesion.

Cristina Kirchner le quitd el cuer-
poalafotode laderrotay noapare-
cid porelrecintode la Camara alta
cuando cayd la sesion por falta de
senadores. Pagina8

Dan por sentada la salida
de la magistrada

Hernan Cappiello

Pagina 9

Santa Cruz, dltima en
calidad democritica
Pagina 14

TE]
SIGUIERON LAS PENURIAS EN ELAEROPARQUE. Los pasajeros que quisieron viajar ayer desde el Aeroparque Jorge Newbery debieron
soportar otra vez demoras y cancelaciones devuelos, como consecuencia del paro de maleteros que el martes habia provocado un caosen laesta-
cidn aérea. Ya con las vacaciones iniciadas en varias provineias, los trastornos afectaron a miles de viajeros. Pagina 23

Temporada de esqui. El
cambio a favor promete
un aluvion desde Brasil

Los operadores turisticos manejan buenas
expectativas en todos los centros invernales;
los prondsticos de nieve son alentadores

Conuncambiodedivisas favorable
v nevadas suculentas en San Car-
los de Bariloche, los brasilenos se
encaminan aliderar el ranking de
turistas extranjeros que llegaran
al pais durante esta temporada de
esqui, que se extendera hasta sep-
tiembre proximo.

Las estimaciones oficiales va
plantean la Negada de mas de
350.000 brasilefios que no solo
disfrutarin de méas de una bajada

en slalom por las pendientes neva-
das, sino que también pasarian por
laciudad de Buenos Aires, atraidos
porlas multiples opciones cultura-
les v gastrondmicas.

El 72% del total de turistas ex-
tranjeros que visitaran el pais du-
rante este mes proviene de Brasil,
de ciudades como San Pablo, Belo
Horizonte y Curitiba, y se alojan
preferentemente en hoteles de
cincoestrellas. Pagina 22

Denuncian
una ofensiva
del Estado
contra
Bullrich
REACCION. La oposicion

rechazo la intervencion
de su fundacién

Lacontrovertidadecisidn del Go-
biernode intervenir lafundacion
de la precandidata presidencial
Patricia Bullrich en plena cam-
pafia electoral pravocd ayer una
oleada de repudio entre los prin-
cipalesdirigentes de la oposicion,
que denunciaron la instrumen-
tacion de una “camparia sucia”.
La avanzada gubernamental se
instruments a través de la Ins-
peccidnGeneral de Justicia (IGT),
que depende del Ministerio de
Justicia, a cargo del kirchnerista
Martin Soria. Pagina 10

EL ESCENARIO

Dos batallas
cruciales en
la campana

Carlos Pagni

LA AT

as dos principales batallas
L‘fe la campafia electoral se

pstdn librando al margen
delproselitismo. Unatranscurre
enWashington ylaotra, en el Se-
nado. Enla primera, se dirime el
comportamiento de laeconomia
paralas proximas semanas: esla
negociacion con el FondoMone-
tario Internacional. Continda enla
pagina 16

Salto el dolar
blue y rompio
la barrera de
los $500

INQUIETUD. Subio $11 en
lo que va de la semana v
cerrd en $503; hoy se
difunde el dato de
inflacion de junio
Paginalg
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CRIANCA DE 11 ANOS MORRE BALEADA EM AGCAO DA POLICIA MILITAR NO RIO; VIZINHOS PROTESTAM

Moradores se manifestam no conjunto habitacional diante do qual Djalma Clemente foi atingido durante patrulha da PM em Marica (RJ); agentes disseram ter sido atacados por criminosos B3

Brecha para tributo
estadual novo pode
encarecer comida

Alcance de contribuicao ainda é pouco claro, mas
tributaristas veem taxagao extra na cadeia produtiva

Lula e Tarcisio
se opdem sobre
futuro de escola
civico-militar

O governo Luiz Indcio Lu-
ladaSilva (PT) iniciou pro-
cesso de extingio total do
programa federal de fo-
mento a escolas civico-
-militares, bandeira de Ja-
ir Bolsonaro (PL). Os esta-
dos podem manter o for
MALC COM recuUrsos propri-
osem sua rede. O governa-
dor de 540 Paulo, Tarcisio
de Freitas (Republicanos),
anunciou programa esta-
dual para instituicoes com
gestao militar. cotidiano B2

Presidente usa magquina
para minar Bolsonaro
com afagos a militares,
evangélicos e agro as

UE aprova legislagao para
combater crise climatica
O Parlamento Europeu
aprovou plano com me
tas de preservacao de es-
pécies. Também preveé re-
abilitar a0 menos 20% dos
ecossistemas europeus de-
gradados até 2030, A

610_u7929

e

Milan Kundera na Praga
comunista, em 1973, pouco
antes do exiliona Franca are

Sérgio Rodrigues
Ao prever ‘tempo
da surdez’ global,
Kundera foi profeta
das redes sociais

Cotidiano B3

[V E. CleC2
Morre
Milan
Kundera

Célebre por ‘A
Insustentavel Leveza
do Ser’, autor tcheco
tinha 94 anos

ust C5
HBO domina as
indicagdes ao Emmy,
com ‘Succession’

no topo da lista

CSs
Planejar evita
perrengues na ltalia,
que esta na moda
e lotada de turistas

A ativista climatica Greta Thunberg exibe dedo do meio em sess&o do Parlamento Europeu que votou plano ambiental rrederdFlerin/srp

SERIES FOLHO

Pais devem buscar
ajuda profissional ao
descobrir que filho
pratica bullying sr

Acriacdodeum imposto pela
Reforma Tributaria podera
elevar o preco de produtos e
afetar o custo do transporte,
de itens industriais e sobre-
tudo dosalimentos, alertam
especialistas em impostos.

A contribuicgio estadual,
inserida no texto da Camara
na iltima hora, contradiz a
meta dareforma de zerara
tributacio da cesta basica.

Brasil tinha 10 milhdes
com fome de 2020 a 2022
Cerca de 104 milhdes de
brasileiros passavam fo-
me de 2020 a 2022, apon-
ta relatdrio da ONU, e a
inseguranc¢a alimentar,
em alta, atingia cerca de
70,3 milhdes no pais. m

O texto prevé permissio
para taxar produtos prima-
rios e semiacabados como
alternativa para manter o
financiamento de fundos
estaduais criados antes de
maio desce ano. Essa con-
tribuicdo poderia seraplica-
da até 2043, dez anos apas
a implementacio comple-
ta da reforma, caso ela se-
ja aprovada em definitivo.

‘Jabutis’ no texto
do Carf ameacam
ganhos da Unido

Acréscimos de tiltima hora
na CAmara ao projeto gue
altera o funcionamento do
Grgao de vltima instancia
para julgamentos tributa-
rios federais podem minar
aarrecadagio que o gover-
no espera obrer com as no-
vas regras e retorno dovo-
tode qualidade. Mercado a18

Levantamento de escritd-
rios especializados identifi-
cou 17 fundos do tipo. Para
o0s tributaristas, ndo esta cla-
ro o alcance gue a contribu-
icAo terd, mas o exuo suge-
re se tratar de um imposto
adicional. mercado a15

Governo precisa de mais
R% 162,4 bilhdes para
meta fiscal de 2024 a6

Isengio de compra

internacional € alvo
do varejo brasileiro

A isencio de imposto de
importacido para com-
pras intermacionais de até
USE 5o pela internet, que
entra em 'Uigl'l]' em 1% (.I("
agosto, tem sido criticada
pelas empresas locais de
varejo, que temem falta de
competitividade do mer
cado interno. Mercado A17

Bolsonaro confirma a PF reuniio
com Do Val, mas nega golpismo

Politica A8

EDITORIAIS A2

Receita universitdria
Sobre financiamento das.
instituigdes paulistas.
Semente langada

Acerca de plantio de maco-
nha para lins medicinais.

ATMOSFERA
S3o Paulo hoje
e L
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ULTIMAHO

Eauncon, juees: L5

www. ultimahora.com

Jarvis inscribia propiedades con garantia hipotecaria para justificar origen del dinero

Por 5 aios la Defensa Publica
alquilo un inmueble de Pavdo

El capo narco usaba sector inmobiliario para lavar sus activos. Victima denuncio que Carlos
Olefiik, vinculado al caso Pavo Real, es usurero y falsificaba comprobantes para cobrar de mas.

PACINAS 2y 3

El candidato es el abogado Enrique Berni
Cartismo opera para poner
a otro de sus leales en el

Consejo de la Magistratura

PAGIMA &

PMT asuncena | El mejor jugador
advirtio que se | historico del
inicia campafla = basquet dice que
“No hay perdén = Paraguay esta
para nadie” atrasado 25 afios
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Afianza pronostico del PIB para 2023 | Tercerizacion de servicios médicos Servicio es precario sobre todo el de Copaco

Actividad econdmica crecid |Bataglia apura licitacion | Solo 2.055 escuelas de
por 5° mes consecutivo y |de IPS a un mes de tener | las 8.900 cuentan este
acumula 6,4% en el afio  |que dejar la titularidad | afio con acceso a internet
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BREAKING NEWS AT CHICAGOTRIBUME.QOM

MICHAEL MADIGAN INDICTMENT

Feds attack efforts to gut case

WHAT'S NEXT? Defense
attorneys. who contend
that federal investigators,
in their zeal to land a prized
political target, cut some
corners in the imvestigation.
have four weeks to file

any reply to prosecutors’
152-page filing. U.S. District
Judge lohn Raobert Blakey
has set a motion hearing
far Aug. 20,

Defense seeks to suppress dozens of wiretapped
calls, secret recordings of former House speaker

Chicago Tribune

Former House Speaker Michael
Madigan’s attempt to suppress
the dozens of wiretapped calls
and secret recordings that form

the backbone of the government's
bombshell racketeering case is a
"ﬂlrns)' effort to create an air of
impropriety where none exlsts."
ederal prosecutors said in a
motion Tuesday.
The 152-page filing also ripped
defense claims tthe indictment

fails to connect any benefits Madi-
gan allegedly received from util-
ity giants Commonwealth Edison
and ATET Ilinois to any action the
powerful speaker took — or didn’t
— nnpsrticmlnrlegislation_
“Without batting an eye, time
and again Mﬁdlgan stood prepared
to take official action in his capac-
ity as an Illinois representative and
Speaker of the Illinois House of

xr
Representatives, at times with the

connivance and assistance of his
confederate (Michael) McClain,
in exchange for legal work 'be-ng
steened to his private law firm,™

7 stated.

'Fhe government’s response to
defense pretrial motions is part
of a protracted legal battle in a
case that roc Illinois politics

and ultimately ended Madigan's
Turn to Madigan, Page 4

CHRIS SWEDA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

At least 1 tornado hits metro

‘Weather sirens in city and suburban communities across the area blared Wednesday evening as strong thunderstorms triggered tornado

warnings in Cook and DuPage counties. At least one tornado was confirmed as having touched down near O"Hare International Airport,
according to the National Weather Service. The poor weather briefly grounded all Aights at O'Hare and Midway airports, according to
the Federal Aviation Administration. While the weather service hadn't confirmed any other tornadoes, fire officials in Elgin were on the
scene of a suspected tornado touchdown that damaged 30 homes. Above, a fisherman walks off the Montrose Beach pier to take shelter
as tornado sirens go off in Chicago. Full coverage in Chicagoland

Under fire from GOP, Wray defends ‘real FBI’

Agency chief rejects
accusations of bias

WASHINGTON — FBI Direc-
tor Chris Wray defended the
“real FBI" during a contentious
congressional hearing Wednes-
day, rejecting a litany of griev-

ances from an; Republicans
who are harshly critical of the
bureau, threatenlng to defund
some operations and claiming
the Justice D nt is unfair
to political conservatives, includ-
ing Donald Trump.

Wray refused to engage in
specific questions about ongoing
federal investigations, includ-
ing those involving Trump and
Hunter Biden. The son of Presi-
dent Joe Biden recently reached
an agreement to plead guilty to

misdemeanor federal tax charges;
Republicans have derided that as
a sweetheart deal.

In testy exchanges with Repub-
licans on the House Judiciary
Committee, Wray rejected the
GOP assertion that the bureau
was favoring the Biden family and
said the notion that the bureau
wras involved in the Jan. 6, 2021,
attack on the Capitol was “T
crous.”

Referring to his own back-

ground, he said the idea that he

harbors bias against conservatives
s “insane’

“The work the men and women
ofthe FBI do to protect the Amer-
ican people goes way beyond one
or two investigations that seem
to capture all the headlines,” said
Wray, a registered Republican
whom Trump neminated to lead
the FBI after firing James Comey
in 2017

The director spelled out the

Turn to FBI, Page 5

Pritzker
to plug
state as
EV hub

Governor's trip to
UK pushes Illinois as
business destination

Gov. JB. Pritzker embarks
Thursday on a trip to the
United Kingdom to sell Illi-
nois as a business destination
as he continues looking for
a marguee win in his push to
make the state a major hub for
the burgeoning electrie vehicle
industry.

The second-term Demao-
crat will be joined on the latter
half of the weeklong trip by a
large contingent of state offi-
cials, including Illinois House
Speaker Emanuel “Chris”
Welch, and leaders in higher
education and business. The
delegntlon, numberis more

e dozen, will include
represenrarwe-—. from Chica-
go-based United Airlines and
the stave’s major utility compa-
nies.

As he did during a trip to the
LK. in 2021 and to the World
Economic Forum in Davos,
Switzerland, earlier this year,
Pritzker — Illin * self-ap-
pom(ed “chief markerting offi-

cer” — is expected to tout the
state’s ambitious plans for elec-
tric vehicle and clean energy
development, along with the
Ecunm:ichamﬁhﬁ‘lhcml’ml
location in the U.S, and its logis-
tics infrastructure.

The governor's office was
unable to give specific exam-
ples of businesses that chose to
relocate to Illinois or expand
in the state as a result of those
earlier trips.

“The govermor has had
productive conversations with
businesses looking to expand
or relocate to Illinois on every
trip he's participated in,” Pritz-
ker spokeswoman Jordan
Abudayyeh said in statement,
without offering specifics. “Itis
important that he sells Illinois

Turn to Pritzker, Page &

GENERAIL ASSEMBLY

In fight to fill open seat in state Senate,
divisions among Democrats on display

By John Byrne

Chicago Tribune

Newly minted Illinois state Sen.
Matalie Toro was posing proudly
for photos with Senate President
Don Harmon earlier thisweek ina
sweltering gym on Chicago’s North
Side when a woman approached
her and shouted a prediction:
“You're gonna lose in March!™

The challenge came minutes
after Toro secured the Senate
appointment over several candi-

dates, including Graciela Guzmsn,
who was bac by many of the
same progressive groups and
officials who helped elect Mayor
Brandon Johnson. After the vote
that gave Toro the win, dozens
of Guzmdn’s supporters vowecd
they'd defeat her next year when
the Senate seat is up for election in
the Democratic primary.

“We want the ballot box!” they
chanted.

Most Chicagoans probably can't
name their state senator, whose

Springfield lawmaking duties
are far remov om the essen-
tial potholes-and-permits power
wielded by aldermen.

But the high emotions and
big crowd that jammed into the
Hamlin Park field house Monday
to see Democratic Party insiders
name a 20th District replacement
for Cristina Pacione-Zayas prove
the impeortance the posts have for
some residents, and for a party

Turn to Senate, Page 6

People pack the Hamlin Park field house in Chicago on Monday as a
committes conducts interviews to fill Sen. Cristina Pacione-Zayas' seat.

TERREMNCE ANTONIO JAMES/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

TODAYS
WEATHER

High 78 Low 68

Complete Chicagoland forecast on Page 14
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+ Sans la liberté de blimer, il n'est poing d"éloge Qameur » Beanmarchais

RECIT

GUERRE DE FAMILLE AUTOUR

ALBERT DE MONACO

«JE VEUX FAIRE PLACE NETTE
DANS LA PRINCIPAUTE »

DES TROIS TESTAMENTS
DE SILVIO BERLUSCONI pacezo

Le§ obsegques
de Siivio Berlusconi,
le 14 juin, a
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du gouvernement
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aremanier, Macron
remet une piece
dans la machine

a spéculation
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A Vilnius, Zelensky
cherche sa place
parmi les allies
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haute tension saces

OCEANOGRAPHIE
La couleur des
océans a change
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Le patron de Nissan
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Renault
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Milan Kundera,
un géant
de la littérature contre
lés totalitarismes

-

L auteur de La Plaisanterie est décédé le 11 juillet, a Paris,
al'ige de 94 ans. Ecrivain tchéque, naturalisé frangais

et d'envergure internationale, ce peintre ironigque

de la condition humaine laisse une ceuvre composée

de romans et d’essais qui expriment une inguidtude

Immigration, s?curité, mérite...
Les exigences
de Wauquiez

pour

une

«union sacree »

Aprés les violentes émeutes qui ont
frappé le pays, le candidat potentiel
de la droite pour 2027 sort du silence

dans «Le Figaro».

Sans s"inscrire dans une « dé
muarche de coalition, de négo
cioton ou de compromiisgsion -
avec 'exécutif, le président
LR de la région Auvergne
Rhine-Alpes estime que le
chef de I'Etat doit «dépasser
temparairement les divisions »
pour adopter « quelques mesu-

res fortes soutemues par umne
écrasante majorité des Fron
coig o, « e ne veuyx pas leisser
notre pays avec le sentiment
que la décadence serail une fa
talité », ajoute-t-il, en disant
voulodr jouer un « rife » pour
o FECORSITUIre » @l o Febdlir s,
PRGE2

De I'école aux administrations, la vie en
société a I'épreuve des revendications trans

En France comme dans be reste
du monde occidental, la notion
didentité de genre concurrence
peu & peu la définition biologi-
que des sexes. Les associations
militantes «exigent = de nom

suppression de la mention du
sexe a 'état civil et sur tous les
documents administratifs, La
« transparentalité » émerge et
franchit méme une nouvelle
efape avec la naissance, dans le

homme né femme et une fem-
me née homme. «Mégenra
gew, transphoble... Les plaintes
pour discrimination apparais
sent, passibles de 45000 euros
d'amende et 3 ans d'empri

n immense esprit européen est
mort. Moins tonitruant que Sol
jenitsyme, Milan Kundera fut o
aussi un acteur du contbat intel
lectuel contre le totalitarisme.
Celui qui fur d'abord Fenfant terrible des let-
tres tchiques se déclarait « aftoche a rien souf o
I'héritage décrié de Cervantés=. Ses romans,
genre ol il voyait Iart le plus sir de mettre en
lumiere I"=étre de U'homme =, ont pour titres
La Flaisanterie ou L'nsoutenable Légéreté de
I'étre. Nowrris d'ironde et d'absurde, (s furent
un eoin puissant, enfoneé dans ke murduo com-
munisme, & 1'Est.
La France 'accueillit au milien des années
15970, Allait-i1 s"endormir sur son aura d"éeri
vain contestataire, jouissant de la ghoire que hui
procuralent ses livees - e qui aurait Jdi i va
loir le prix Nobel ? 1l n'en fur en. La fin du si@
«cle vit naitre un homme inquiet d'une menace
que la défaite du communisme n'avait pas
apaisée : la conspiration contre 'homme se
poursuivait, sous d'autres formes. La culture,
ce rempart dont avait bénéficlé maintes fois
=s0n pays natal pour survivree aux avanies de
I'histoire, était en danger. Et, de cela, I'Ocel
dent, gonflé de certitude, paraissait insouciant.
En cause, plusieurs facteurs réunis sous le

vis-i-vis de la modernite. PAGES 14,15 ET LEDITORIAL
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Un exilé de son temps

nom de medernité, 1 caractérisés par 'uni

formisation économique et technologique du
monde, notamment sous I"action de ce gqu’on
appelait alors les «mass mediare. L'éternel
ait vite pergu les conséquences de ce
ssus. Il craignait pour la littérature me-
nacée par la tyrannie de 'actualité, pour le
temps long balaye par 'instantandéité, pour la
NUAnCe, pour le secret.
Ce nostalgique des Lu-

Il craignait

miéres francaises se di
PDUI lEl sait favorable a la liber
littérature ¢ des opinions (méme

fausses) qu'il convenait
de combattre, plutdt que de confier ce soinala
justice : une offense i la vérité,
Au milien des années 1980, Kundera avait
chaoisi le silence dans un réflexe quasi existen
tiel, fuyant le fracas du monde et le ride que la
sockité médiatique assigne & ceux qui v pren
nent part. Refus d'interviews, d'émissions,
seuls ses écrits, rares, précieux, parleraient
pour lui. Quarante ans aprés, ses avertisse
ments résonnent toujours, amplifies par la for
midable expansion numérique et ses effets sur
la pensée et le débat, qui constituent & tout le
IMOINs un ummense bl“.ll.\"\'(.'!!{-‘.‘l'l'lL'[ll_ aux lll
mensions d une civilisation. m
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presenter at centre of allegations

® Newsreader in hospital
to treat mental health
issues ‘for foreseeable
future’, says wife

@ Police say no evidence
of criminality was found
amid questions over Sun
newspaper's reporting

Valodymyr
Zelenskiy and
his wife, Olena,
with Emmanuel
and Brigitte
Macron before
dinner at the
Nato summit
yesterday

¥

Jim Waterson
Robert Booth

Huw Edwards was named yesterday
asthe BBC presenter suspended over
allegations he paid a young person for
explicit images in a media scandal
that has rocked the national broad-
caster and left him in hospital,
Edwards, one of British telev-
ision's most prominent figures,
is “suffering from serious mental
health issues” and “receiving inpa-
tient hospital care, where he'll stay
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Britain and
US ask Kyiv
for ‘a bit of
gratitude’

-

Dan Sabbagh
Vilrics

Britain's defence secretarvand the US
national security adviser suggested
Ukraine cught teshow more gratitude
for the help from the west yesterday
in a response to Volodymyr Zelen-
skiv's complaints that his country
had not been given a firm timetahle
or conditions for joining Nato.

for the foreseeable future”, his wife
said in a statement yesterday.

Vicky Flind confirmed that her
husband was the man in question
after rumours had swirled on social
media for five days. Shortly before her
comments, two police forces had said
there was no evidence that Edwards
had committed a eriminal offence.

Flind said the allegations “greatly
waorsened matters” for Edwards, who
had suffered from severe depression
inrecent vears. He would respond to
the allegations when well enough,
shesaid, adding that he was “deeply

Their unscripted remarks, at sep-
arate events on the margins of the
second day of the Nato summit in
Lithuania’s capital, Vilnius,appeared
to prompt a change of tack from the
Ukraine’s president, who said later
hewas “grateful toall leaders of Nato
countries” for their support and help,

BenWallace, the defence secretary,
said "whether welikeit or not, people
want to see a bit of gratitude”, when
asked about Zelenskiy's frustration

‘Once well enough, he
intends to respond to

the stories published’

Vicky Flind
Huw Edwards's wife

sorry” that colleagues had been
dragged into the story.

The Sun alleged in a front-page
story that the presenter had paid
a young person, now aged 20, for

at not being presented with a formal
invitation to join Nato - and advised
Ukraine that it might helpifit tooka
different approach.

Presenting his remarks as help-
ful advice, Wallace said Ukraine had
a habit of treating allies, including
the UK, as if they were an Amazon
warehouse with lists of demands
for weapons - and was not always

careful to try to win over oe
more sceptical politicians

photographs. The tabloid suggested
this started when the individual
was 17 - a potentially serious crimi-
nal offence, Officers at Scotland Yard
have now concluded no evidence
exists to support this allegation, leav-
ing the Sun facing questions about
itsreporting. South Wales police also
believes there is no criminal case to
answer.

The young person’s lawver alleg-
edly told the Sun last week that the
story was “rubbish” and no illegal
activity had taken place,
although the tabloid did

Warning to
Sunak as
doctors go
on strike

Denis Campbell and Ben Quinn

Rizhi Sunak’s pledge to cut NHS wait-
ing times will be impossible to meet if
strikesarestill disrupting carebeyond
summer, health service chiefs have
privately warned ministers.

The prime minister promised in
January that “NHS waiting lists will
fall” when he outlined five pledges,
reflecting “the people's priorities”,
by which hesaid voters should judge
his performance.

However, NHS England has told
ministers that hospitals will not be
able to ensure that Sunak fulfils his
pledge because of the disruption
caused by junior doctors” strikes.
Services, including surgery and out
patient appointments, will be hit

again from today when oe
tens of thousands of junior
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