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What’s
News
Business 23 Finance

# FTX is moving ahead with
plans to restart its flagship in-
ternational oryptocurrency ex-
change, an effort that will face
major challenges as regula-
tors ratchet up their owersight
of the industry and the com-
pany works its way through
bankruptcy proceedings. Al

# The Fed’s Powell, in a
panel discussion at the ECE's
annual symposium, said he
doesn't expect core inflation
to return to the U.S. central
bank’s target until 2025, AZ

# The Fed said the biggest
WS, lenders remain healthy,
a wote of confidence for the
fimancial system after a se-
ries of midsize bank failures
earlier this year. B12

# A jump in Apple and Tesla
shares pushed the Masdaq
03% higher, while the S&P 500
and the Dow slipped 0.04%
and 0.2%, respectively. B13

#* Mvidia's CFO warned of
possible severe long-term
consequences from potential
new restrictions on the sale
of artificial-intelligence
semiconductors to China. B1

+ Prosecutors are investigating
whether a securities broker and
his associates traded on infor-
mation illegally obtained from
Morgan Stanley about planmed
M&A, according to people
familiar with the matter. B1

* General Mills said sales

took a hit in its most recently
completed quarter as volumes
continue to weaken and retail-
ers trim their inventories. B1

World - Wide
L e

#+ Wagner chief Prigozhin
planned to capture Russia’s
military leadership as part of
last weekend's muting,
Western officials said. and
he accelerated his plans af-
ter the country’s domestic-
intelligence agency became
aware of the plot. Al, AB

* Metanyahu said he would
drop one of the most contro-
wersial parts of his plan to re-
make Israels court system,
stripping it of a prowvision that
would have given the national
legislature the power to over-
turn Supreme Court rulings. Al

# The Chinese spy balloon
that floated over the U.S.
early this wear was loaded
with American-made equip-
ment that helped it collect
photos, videos and other in-
formation, US. officials said. AT

#+ Biden touted “Bidenomics™
im a Chicage speech, part of
a messaging blitz aimed at
turning areund perceptions of
Americans who disapprove of
his handling of the economy A2

# The East Coast was bracing
for the heavy smoke that blan-
keted Chicago and the rest of the
Midwest this week as the U.S.
continues to contend with fall-
out from Canadian wildfires. A3

+ The man who placed Jordan
Mealy in a fatal chokehold on a
Mewe York City subway pleaded
not guilty to criminal charges. A3
# Died: Lowell P. Weicker Jr.
92, farmer LS. senator and
Connecticut governar, AS
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Bits of Doomed Sub Hoisted Ashore

PAUIL DALY/TH
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GRIM TASK: Workers in Newfoundland unload d-l:ri‘:
Titan that killed five people near the wreck of the Titanic on the Atlantic Ocean floor. A4
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from the implosion of the submersible

Netanyahu Drops Contentious
Element of Judicial Overhaul

By Dov LIERER
Anp MicHAEL Anon

JERUSALEM —Prime Minis
ter Benjamin Netanyahu of Is-
rael said he would drop one of
the most controversial parts of
his plan to remake the coun
ry's court system, pushing
ahead with legislation stripped
of a provision that woubld have

given the national legislature
the power to overturn rulings
by the Supreme Court.

“It's out,” Netamyahu said
in an interview with The Wall
Street  Journal that  also
touched on relations with the
U.S., his decision not to supply
weapons to Ukraine and his
concerns about deepening ties
between Russia and Iran.

Netanyahu’s initial judicial-
overhaul plan, which sparked
large-scale unrest that para-
lyzed the country earlier this
year, was opposed by many
secular and liberal Israelis who
said they feared the measures
would give the government too
much power and lead to a roll-
back in civil liberties.

Please turn topage Al2

Revolt Leader
Aimed to Seize

Military Chiefs

Western intelligence
officials say Russia
learned of Wagner
owner's plot early

By Bouan PANCEVSKD

Mercenary leader Yevgeny
Prigozhin planned to capture
Russia’s military leadership as
part of last weekend’s mutiny,
Western officials i, and he
accelerated his plans aflter the
country’s domestic-intelli-
gence agency became aware of
the plot.

The plot's premature
launch was among the factors
that could explain its ultimate
failure after 36 hours., when
Prigozhin called off an armed

march on Moscow that had
initially faced little resistance.
Prigozhin  originally  in-
tended to capture Defense Min-
ister Sergel Shoigu and Gen.
Valery Gerasimow, the chief of
Russia’s general staff, during a
wvisit to a southern region that
boarders Ukraine that the twao
were planning. But the Federal
Security Service, or FSB, found
out about the plan two days
before it was to be executed,

Western officials said.
Gen. Viktor Zolotov, com-
Flease turn to page AIQ

# Putin’s inmer circle backs
hirm, for oW e A

#+ Russian turmoil undercuts
China's diplomatic push.. A8

#+ Series of phone calls led to
end of uprising..._..._.._ A8

Putin Seeks Tighter
Control of Wagner

In the hours after Yevgeny
Prigozhin's army of ex-con-
victs amd mercenaries halted
their advance on Moscow, the
Kremlin set out to seize full

Ey Benoit Faucor,
Joe Parkinson and
Drew Hinshaw

control of the global empire
built by the notorious military
entreprenaur.

Russia's deputy foreign
minister flew to Damascus to
personally deliver a message
rian Fresident Bashar al-
d: Wagner Group forces
would no longer operate there
independently. Senior Russian
foreign ministry officials

phoned the president of the
Central  African  Republic,
whose personal bodyvguards
include Wagner mercenaries,
offering assurances that Sat-
crisis wouldn™t derail
E 's expansion into Africa.
Government jets from Russia’s
Ministry of Emergency Situa-
tions shuttled from Syria to
Mali, another of Wagner's key
foreign outposts,

The rush of diplomatic ac-
tivity reflected Viadimir Pu-
tin's attempt to play down the
chaos at home and to assure
Russia’s partners in Africa and
the Middle East that Wagner
operations there would con-
tinue without interruption ac-

Please turn to page A0

China Spy
Balloon
Carried
U.S. Tech

By Nancy A Yousser

The Chinese spy balloon
that floated owver the ULS. early
this year was loaded with
American-made equipment
that helped it collect photos,
videos and other information,
ULS. officials =said, citing pre-
liminary findings from a
closely held investigation.

Several defense and intelli-
pence agencies, along with the
Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, have analyzed the debris
retrieved after the U.S. mili-
tary detected and shot down
the balloon nearly five months
ago in an event that added
fresh, unexpected volatility to
the already fraught U.5.-China
relationship.

That analysis found the bal-
loon was crammed with com
mercially available U.S. gear,
some of it for sale online, and
interspersed with more spe-
cialized Chinese sensors and
other eguipment to collect
photos, video and other infor-
mation to transmit to China,
the officials said. Those find-
ings, they said, support a con-
clusion that the craft was in-

Flease turn topage A4

# Mvidia warms on costs of

China Al chip curbs....... B

INSIDE

Simone Eiles plans a
comeback, two years
after harrowing Tokyo
Qlympics. A6

By ALEXANDER SAEEDY

FTX is moving ahead with
plans to restart its flagship in-
rernational cryptocurrency ex-
change, an effort that will face
major challenges as regulators
ratchet up their oversight of
the industry and the company
works its way through bank-
ruptcy proceedings.

The company “has begun
the process of soliciting inter-
ested parties to the reboot of
the FTH.com exchange,”™ said
Chief Executive John J. Ray TII,

who took over in Movember
when FTX filed for bankruptey.

The company has been hold-
ing early talks with investors
about backing a potential re-
start of the FTX.com exchange
through structures including a
joint venture, people familiar
with the discussions said. FTX
would likely rebrand as part of
amy restart, these people said.
The talks include possible com-
pensation for certain existing
customers, possibly by offering
them stakes in any reorganized
entity. the people said.

FTX Begins Talks on Reboot
Amid Regulatory Crackdown

Elockchain technology com-
pany Figure has indicated its in-
rerest in helping back a restart
of FTX, people familiar with the
matter said. Figure was part of
an investment group that bid
for the rights to restart Celsius
MNetwork, another bankrupt
crypto business, but lost cut to
a consortium backed by For-
tress Investment Group.

Dther parties that might
want to help finance or partici-
pate in the restart of FTX must
submit initial indications of in-

Please turn fo page AG

By AaroN KURILOFF

The America's Cup spies
have come in from the cold.

For generations, teams in
pursuit of yachting’s top prize
have dispatched undercover
operatives  seeking crucial
sneak peeks at their rivals™
boats and technology. Now the
surveillance teams, long-lens
photographers and frogmen
have gone legit.

“Do you have what it takes
to be an America’s Cup spy?”

The America’s Cup Takes the Fun
Out of Snooping on Competitors

- =

Secret surveillance and frogmen are banned

as espionage goes legit al top yacht race

asked one solicitation from the
Cup's New Zealand organizers.
Applicants should be “capable
of capturing good recon at 45
knots™ on the waters off cities
including Barcelona, Auckland.

Cagliari and Pensacola.
Enown as the “Joint Recon-
naissance Programme,” the ef-
fort aims to improve transpar-
ency, increase safety and reduce
costs ahead of next year's Cup
competition in Barcelona—scat-
tering what had become an ar-
Please turmn fo page AG

Natural-Gas Prices Cool Off

Matural-gas futures for July delivery are down &60% from a year
ago, when Europe rushed to replace supplies from Russia, B1

Matural-gas futures price, front-month contract

$10 per millian Eritish thermal units

20 #1

Source: FactSet
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Will Gibraltar be the last victim of Brexit?

BIG READ, PAGE 15

USA $2.50 Canada C53.00

Why Brussels is banking on a digital euro

MAIREAD MCGUINMNESS, PAGE 17

Ukraine war
Kyiv pins faith
on next push

Volodymyr Zelenskyy addresses parlia-
ment in Kyilv yesterday, hours after at
hekst e people were killed and S0
more injured when a Russian missile
struck a popular pizza restaurant in the
eastern Ukrainian city of Kramatorsk.

The latest attacks hit as Ukraine’s
defence minister told the Financial
Times that recent modest gains against
Russian occupiers were merely a “pre-
view” of a much bigger counteroffensive
‘to come., Dlcksiy Reznikoy said: “When
it happens, you will all see i

Ukraine's troop reserves, including
most brigades recently trained in the
‘west and equipped with Nato tanks, had
yet 1o be used in the operation, he sajd.

But Reznikov cantioned that Ukraine
should not bank on further “mutinies
and riots" in Russia, saying there were
v skgmes of & collapse in morale.
“Main event” still to come page 7
Test for Wagner's resilience page 3

Interest ra"tésv will keep risilig and
stay elevated, central banks warn

e Fed, ECB and BoE resolute e Inflation blamed on tight labour market  IMF flags systemic crisis risk

HARTIN ARMNOLD — SINTRA

The world's topcentral bank chiefs have
signalled their readiness Lo increase
interest rates further and keep them
high, as they warned that tight labour
markets are still pushing up wages and

prices.

The hesds of the US Federal Reserve,
the European Central Bank and the
Bank of England warned at a conference
in Sintra, Portugal, that more action
might be needed to bring inflation down
towards targets of about 2 per cent,
despite some economisis” predictions
that further rate rises could trigger a
recession or fin; dal crisis.

“Although policy is restrictive, It may
ot be restrictive enough and it has not
been restrictive for long encugh,” Fed

UN push to discover fate
of Syria’s disappeared

UN stafes vole loday on the creation
of 3 unique body to uncover the fate of
02000 peaple estimated to have
gone mitssing since war broke out in
Syria in 207 Enforced disappearances
have been common among all parties,
inchuding lslamic State millitants. But
CAMpakINers sa¥ Mest were carmed
St by Governiment forces. As the
nehabilitation of the Damasous regime
begins, they see tha UN body as ane
af the few pathways left to justice.
Hopes on probe » FAGE &

chair Jay Powell told the much-watched
central bankers’ conference.

“The labour market is really pulling
the economy,” he added, signalling the
Fed could raise interest rates at its next
bwo meetings aller pausing this month.

The futures market priced in a 79 per
cent probability of a july rate rise by the
US central bank, up from 74 per cent
before Powell spoke.

Frederik Ducrozet, an economist at
Pictet Wealth Management, said the

‘Although policy is
restrictive, it may not
be restrictive enough’
Jay 1L, Fec

bankers "seem ready totolerate a mild
recession il Uat's the price Lo pay™ to hit
their targets.

However, IMF deputy directer Gita
Gaopinath warned the conference that
central banks might need to sacrifice
their fight against inflation if higher
rates triggered a systemibc crisis.

Investors expect the Fed, the ECB and
the BoE o increase their policy rates a
coupleof times mare in coming manths,
particularly as economic growth has
remained relatively resilient, labour
markets are still very tight and wages
are rising rapidly.

Inflation has been falling in the US
and in the eurozone but, excluding
encrgy and foed prices, It has been
slower to decline. Powell said that while
goods and housing prices had fallen, the

Fed still had mot seen “any real improve-
ment” in the labour-intensive services
sector. The Fed chair added he still did
ot think a recession would be required
to bring labour supply and demand into
balamnce.

“Wage pressures are still high bt they
are definitely coming down,” he said,
noting there were still 1.7 vacancies for
every unemployed American.

BoE governor Andrew Bailey said
there could be “very big jurnps down” in
inflation in coming months, But he
added that the core inflation rate —
excluding energy was "much
stickicr™ and the UK's shrunken labour
force meant high wage growth could
keep price pressures ehevated.

Even Bank of Japan governor Kazuo
Ueda said the growth of wages and

| Wind farms generate 40% upsurge in

British monarchy’s real estate profits

WILLIAM WALLIS, ARILA QUINID AND
RACHEL MILLARD — LONDOM

Profits from the British menarchy’s
mubtibillion-pound legacy portfolio of
land and property holdings have
surged more than 40 per cent, provid
ing a welcome boost o UK public
linances in the wake of King Charles’s
decision ta reduce the royal take from
ollshore wind furms.

The Crown Estate, which also owns the
secabed surrounding Britaln for up to 12
nautical miles, said yesterday that its
profits had increased £129.%mn to
E442.6mn in the last financial year,

The increase (s largely explained by
income from six offshore wind farm
licences that came into effect in January.
That offset an averall dec! in the
value of its property portfolic.

Strong wind speeds and relatively

shallow waters have helped the UK
dewelop a huge offshore wind industry
over the past 20 years, with installed
capacity of almost 14 gligawatts, scoomnd
anly to China. Offshare wind supplisd
about 11 per cent of UK electricity in
2021, with the government aiming to
reach S0CW by 2050,

The six lease agreements announced
in January inchade projects off the coasts
of Yorkshire and Cumbria, developed
by companies including BF and
TotalEnergies. The marine portfolic
now accounts for more than a third of
ithe Crown Estate’s overall value.

Dan Labbad, Crown Estate chicf cxcc-
utive, said the estate had created a
“world-leading offshore wind market™
that had contributed £3.2bn to the
Treasury over the past decade, with the
walue of its portfolio rising to £16bmn.

Thecoomrchy bs Brssnced by s “sover

eign grant” made up of 25 per cent of
profits from the Crown Estate. Partly
because of the boom in offshore wind
farming; the monarchy has reccived a
huge increase in the amouant it is paid by
the Treasury. It received £86.3mn last
year against £7.9mn in 2011, when the
Conservative gowernment changed the
wany Lhe monarchy was funded.

The six newwind farm leases were st
Lo generate more than EEbn for the
Crown Estate over the next decade. Peo-
ple campatgning for reform of the mon-
archy, including the former Liberal
Democrat minister Norman Baker, have
said the 25 per cent share to which the
royal family is entitled is in effect a tax
on renewable energy.

Howewer, King Charles announced in
January that he would be redirecting his
share in the profits from wind farms wo
{he wider pablic good”.
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World Markets

prices was picking up in his country,
after decades of near-stagnation, allow-
ing officials to start considering the
prospect of abandoning its ultra-loose
mionetary policy. “Wages have started to
rise al 2 per cent or so for the frst time in
maore than three decades — we are start-
ing to see changes in inflation expecta-
tions and changes in wage-sctting
behaviour,” sabd Ueda, who took charge
af the Baj this year, “Thisisa good sign.”
Christine Lagarde, president of the
ECB, said her institution was “not seeing
enough tangible evidence of underlying
inflaticn — particularly domestic prices
— stabilising and moving down™
Eurozone inflation is 6.1 per cent,
compared with 4 per cent in the US and
8.7 per cent inthe UK.
Markets Insight page T

Briefing

= Adler Real Estate offices
raided in accounting probe
Police have raided more than 20
Iocations in an mvestigation into
suspected false accounting and
market manipulation at the
GETman Property Erouph— PAGE

= Steel tariffs threat looms
Brussels has rebuffed a proposed
US solutkon toe end tariffs on steel
and aluminium, heightening
concerns over a reawakened
vransatlantic dispute.— Fage &

= US e curbs
The White House is loolking at
new expart controls on chips for
artificial intelligence, to make it
harder for China to develop
military applications.— pacs 8

» Sri Lanka debt shake-up
The cabinet has approved a
restructuring of the country’s
$42bn domestic debt, a move it
says is needed to comply with the
termms of s IMF ballout.— pace &

= Pw warns of pay squecze
The firm has told its 25,000 UK
staff to expect smaller pay rises
and bonuses, if not freczes, this
year becanse of “challenging”
market conditions.— race &

= Paris riots after shooting
Unrest has broken out in several
suburbs of the French capital
after police shot and killed a
17-year-old driver who tried to
evade traffic officers.— pase 2

Alpine meltdown
Armsl change in loe wolume (5)
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LATE EDITION
Today, smoky from Canadian wild-
fires, poor air quality, haze, high 84,
Tonight, hazy, poor air quality, low
68, Tomorrow,  poor air quality,
high 86. Weather map, Page AZ4.
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Putin Signaling
Plan to Punish
Allies of Rebel

Prigozhins Contracts
Under a Microscope

By ANTON TROLANOVSKI

As President Viadimir V. Putin
secks to assert contrel in R ia,
is moving to punish people who
enabled the mercenary boss
Yevgeny V. Prigozhins rebellion
over the weekend, but Mr. Prigo-
zhin's deep connections with the
ruling elite are complicating those
efforts.

The question of 'u-hn gets pun-
ished for the mu zh
stakes for the Russian leadership,
especially because some of Mr
Prigozhin's key allies and sympa-
thizers are believed to be inside
the military and the government.

There was intense focus in Mos-
cow about the fate of Gen. Sergei
Surovikin, a senior military offi-

id vo have

publicly and who is
known about the rebellion in ad-
vance; he has not been seen pub-
licly since early Saturday. Several
pro-war Russian blogs reported
that the authorities were investi-
gating military service members

with ties to Mr Prigozhin, but
those reports could not be inde-
pendently confirmed.

Mr. Putin fed speculation about

a broader crackdown on Tuesday
evening i & closed-Soor -meeting
with Russian media lig
Kremlin. In the meeting,
presenved himself as a leader in
wotal control, and said he was delv-
ing inte Mr Prigozhin's business
contracts with the Russian De-
fense Ministry.

Mr. Putin also portrayed him-

" SPUTHIK Via REUTERS
President Vladimir V. Putin

leading & meeting Wednesday.

selfl as having been fully engaged
throughowt the 24-hour uprising
last weekend by Mr. Prigozhin,
the leader of the Wagner param
wary group, according to a news-
paper editor who attended the
meeting, Konstantin Remchulkow.
“Putin said he didn™ sleep for a
minute during the rebellion™ Mr.
Remchukov said in a phone inter-
view from Moscow,

In the aftermath of the rebel-
Lion, when Wagner forces seized a
military installation and headed
voward Moscow, he said, Mr. Putin
appeared focused on the eco-
nomic motives guiding Mr. Prigo-
zhin. And he signaled that the au-
thorities would seek out “who
signed what and lobbied for or-
ders, or for uniforms, or for weap-
ons"”

“Hes deep in the numbers of
the Prigozhin comracts, the
money flows.” Mr Remchukov
said.

Continued on Page A9

A Whistle, an Explosion, Then Death

Rescuers at a restaurant in Kramatorsk, Ukraine, after a missile blast killed 11. Dliners heard a whistle before the destruction. Page A8

MLURSCID LIMA FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Could Beijing
Export Its Way
Out of a Dip?

By KEITH BRADSHER

SHANGHAI — China domi-
nates the global sale of solar pan-
€15 and has caught up with Japan
as the world's largest car eXporter.
It is even gaining in the worldwide
sale of low-tech products like
shoes.

Mow Beijing is weighing
whether to deploy its consider-
able poWer as an exporter to try to
stabilize an economy laboring un-
der distunctly homegrown prob-
lems a real estate crisis and
weak spending by consumers still
cautious after nearly three years
of stringent  pandemic restric-
tions. The decision could rever-
berate throughout the global
economy and provoke a backlash
among trading partners that are
already under siege by China's ex-
ports.

“For the second-largest econ-
omy in the world to rely on the rest
of the world vo bolster its growth
would not be a good portent for
global economic prospects,” said
Eswar Prasad, an economist at
Comell University.

Top Chinese govermment offi-
cials have said they plan to invest
in upgrading industries and in
promoting more domestic com-
merce, and not just flood foreign
markets  with  manufactured
goods e electric vehicles. But
‘economists say the experience of
countries with consumer-spend-
ing problems suggesis that a
wave of Chinese exports is likely.

Relying on P'xpnr:q 1w juice
growthis: d-true formula
for Chin 1 oW
erful lever in its currency, the ren-
minbi, which it has allowed 1o de-
cline about 7 percent againsi the

Continued on Page A8

The Earth’s Axis Is Shifting, and We're the Reason

BY RAYMOND ZHONG

Around the turn of the millen-
nium, Earth's spin started going
off-kilter, and nobody could quite
say why

For decades, scientists had
been watching the average posi-
vion of our planet’s rotational axis.
the imaginary rod around which it
urns, gently wander south, away
from the geographic North Pole
and toward Canada. Suddenly,
though, it made a sharp wrn and
started heading east

In time, rechers came to a
startling realization about what
had happened. Accelerated melt-
ing of the polar ice sheews amd
mountain glaciers had changed

Groundwater Pumping
Is Factor in Altering
the Planet’s Spin

the way mass was distribured
around the planet enough to influ-
ence its spin.

Mow, some of the same scien-
tists have identified another fa
tor that's had the same kind of ef-
fect: colossal quantities of water
pumped out of the ground for
crops and households.

“Wow” Ki-Weon Seo, who led
the research behind the latest dis-
covery, recalled thinking when his

caleulations showed a strong link
between groundwater extraction
and the drifting of Earth’s axis. It
war- a “big surprise,” said Dr. Seo,
ophysicist at Seoul National
Unl ersit

Water experts have long
warned of the consequences of
groundwater overuse, particu-
larly as water from underground
aquifers becomes an increasingly
wvital resource in drought-stressed
areas Iuke the American West.

damaging homes and infrastroc-

wre and also shrinking the
amount of underground space
that can hold water thereafter:
Between 1960 and 2000, workd-
Continued on Page A5

MARLS MAGOALENA ARRELLAGA FOR THE NEW TORK TIMES

Floating Supermarket at Risk

The only ferry in a South American floodplain larger than Greece may soon disappear. Page AG.

SMOKE-FILLED AIR
ENGULFS MIDWEST,
THEN HEADS EAST

MANY AVOID OUTDOORS

New York Urged to Ag
Brace for Wildfires
Menacing Haze

By JULIE BOSMAMN

CHICAGO The Great Lakes

region was enveloped in smoke
and haze from Canadian wildfires
for a second day on Wednesday,
promping millions of Americans
to stay indoors in the heart of sum-
mer to avoid the unhealthy air.
In Chicago, the city’s famous
skyline was shrouded in whitish,
smoky clouds as President Biden,
wisiting for the day, delivered
specch downtown on his eco-
nomic policies. Pools and summer
camps in Madison, Wis., were
closed down, forcing parents to
scrambie to find child care. Cleve-
land residents who ventured out-
side could ste the smoke in the
air, the worst conditions that
many had seen since the first
wave from Canadian wildfires de-
scended into the northern Unived
States this month.

“You can even see the quality of
the air is awful” said Vincent
Radzilowski, 59, a mail carrier, as
he walked his route in suburbamn
Cleveland wearing a mask for the
first time in ages. “I'm going to be
out here 10 or eight bours today, so
that's a long day to be breathing in
this kind of air”

Forecasters predicted that by
Thursday, the worst of the smoke
would largely move on from the
Midwes:, where hazardous air
paralyzing daily life re-
mains a rare event. But the smoky
air was threatening the Northeast
and Mid-Atlantic regions once
again, and officials in New York
warned residents that they should
brace themselves.

Adr quality had reached un-
healthy levels in parts of the state
on Wednesday, and was expected
to worsen on Thursday, according
o offu‘lah

a news conference on
'.!-edneaday Mayor Eric Adams of
MNew York City urged residents io
take precautions. “In particular,
wulnerable residents may want to
adjust your outdoor activities,” he
said.

In Chicago, the Air Quality In-
dex had reached 217 by dafier-
noon, according o AirMNow, a web-
sive and app administered by the
Environmental Provection
Agency; in Detroit, the index had
reached 203; in Cincinnati, 185,
Any reading above 100 on the in-
dex is a warning to people with
mnr:,-'condi!ions to take pre-

(,I:m:uet]mugehas rned once
improbably high temperatures
im0 more commonplace oocur-
rences, and is “the elephant in the
room” that is worsening wildfires
and their effects on air quality,
said John C. Lin, a professor of at-
mospheric science at the Univer-
sity of Utah.

They are now burning longer
and more ferociously, and churn-
ing out more smoke that contains
a complex mix of gases, hazard-
ous air pollutants, water vapor
Continued on Page Al2

Biden, in Campaign Mode, Lauds the Economy

By MICHAEL . SHEAR
nd JIM TANKERSLEY
ICAGO President Biden
began a concertved campaign on
Wednesday to claim credit for an
economic revival in  America,
powered by polickes that he said
represent a fundamental break
from the Republican approach
“that has failed America® middle
class for decades.”

Flanked by blue signs with the

Says Republican Moves
Failed Middle Class

word ~Bidenomics,” Mr. Biden de-
livered what aides called a corner-
stone speech of his presidency. In
it, he hailed the impact of his eco-
nomic agenda as the 2024 cam-
paign cycle heats up.

“The trickle<down approach

failed the middle class,” he told an
audience of about 200 sUppPOrters
in Chicago, referring to economic
policies favoring lower taxation
im'lhe\.\-e.lllhy that were pﬂpular—
in the
it blew
up the deficit, it increased inequi-
ty and it weakened our infrastroc-
ture. It stripped the dignity, pride
and hope out of Communites, one
after another.”

By contrast, Mr. Biden asserted

Continued on Page AI&

Giuliani Voluntarily Spoke to Jan. 6 Prosecutors

This article is by Ben Proless,
Alan Feuer and Maggie Haberman.

Rudolph W, Giuliani, who
served as former President Don-
ald J. Trump's personal lawyer,
was interviewed last week by fed-
eral prosecutors investigating Mr.
Trump's efforts to overturn the
2020 election, people familiar with
the matter said.

The voluntary interview, wihich
took place under what is known as

Discussed Schemes to
Keep Trump in Power

a proffer agreement, was a signifi-
cant development in the election
nterference investigation led by
Jack Smith, the special counsel,
and the latest indication thar Mr
Smith and his team are actively
secking witnesses who might co-

operate in the case.

The session with Mr Giuliani
the people familiar with it said,
touched on some of the most im-
pontant aspects of the s
counsel's inquiry into th
that Mr. Trump sought to m
his grip on power after losing the
election to Joseph R. Biden Jr.

“The appearance was entirely
woluntary and conduct
fessional manner; id Ted Good-
man, an adviser to Mr. Giuliani.

Continued on Page Al5
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In some places, educated young people
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Why the Universe Hums
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Kennedy’s Unlikely Coalition
Condemning “censorship,” Robert F
Kennedy Jr is using his name, a liber-
tarian bent and support from the tech
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Cafeteria Food Guilty Verdict
An official overseeing the feeding of
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Rescue workers attempt to free a person from the rubble after a missile killed at least 11 people, inelud-
ing three teens, at a popular restaurant in the city of Kramatorsk in eastern Ukraine. WoORLD, AS

Disputing a fee on the bill

A lawsuit alleges Jon & Vinny’s 18% service charge violates state’s
gratuity law. The restaurant says it’s making pay more equitable.

By CiNnDY CARCAMO

At one point

almost  ew

she would say.

Sometimes people

the tip?"

Sharma started her table-side per-
formance when she noticed diners were
leaving her less In tips for her service.
The confusion about the 18% service

in 2021,
Sharma was 5o exasperated with her
losw tips at the Jon & Vinny's restaurant
in Fairfax that she learmed to approach
Ty diner with what
dubbed her “monologue.™

“Hi, all. Here is the check. Take your
time, norush at all.” She sald she'd seek
to explain an 18% service fee added to
the check to each customer. “If you do
want to leave an additional tip, it is
more than appreciated, not required,”

would
Sharma out. Often, she got a question:
“What do you mean you're not getting

Jasmine

she

hear

[See Service fee, A10]
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Hate crimes rise
sharply in state;
AG cites vitriol
on social media

Artacks on Black
people jump, report
shows, and anti-Asian
incidents decrease.
BY ANDREW J. CAMPA

Hate crimes soared in
California in 2022, with year-
over-yvear rises recorded in
crimes targeting wvirtually
every demographic sroup,
according to a report re-
leased Tuesday.

All told, there were 2,120
reported hate crimes, a
20.2% jump from the year
prior, figures from the Cali-
fornia Department of Jus-
tice show.

Owverall, the number of
such events has risen M5.7%
since 2M3. California’s all-
time high in reported hate
erimes was 2,261 in 2001

State Atty. Gen. Rob
Bonta attributed the rising
numbers to what he charae-
terized as an encirclement of
hate

“Hate-filled rhetoric fills
our social media feeds and
dominates the news cycles.”
he said during a news confer-
encein front ofthe Los Ange-
les Central Library on Tues-
day. “It infiltrates our
schools and our community
gatherings. It seems to be at
50 many places; it's so perva-
sive.”

A major departure from
the top-line trend was the
number of anti-Asian hate
erimes — which have soared
recent years, partly due to
acially motivated attacks
related tothe COVIDAAS pan-
demic. but declined sharply
from 2021 Lo 2022,

But that was one ofonly a
few silver linings presented
by Bonta, who implored
those interpreting the stat-
istics to “remember the con-
trast since 2020" in anti-
Asian hate crimes

Nearly 1,300 crimes re-
ported In 2022 were sus-
pected to be motivated by bi-
as against someone's race,
ethnicity or national origin.

Roughly half of those, 652,
were directed at Black resi-
dents — a 2T1% increase
from the year before.

“The statistics on the
numbers for African Ameri-
cans really set me back.”
sald Robert Sausedo, presi-
dent and chiel executive of

the Leimert Park-based
Community Build Ine.,
which offers  education,

training and employment
placement assistance.

Hate crimes targeting
members of the Black com-
munity have increased rap-
idly since the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic. There
were 243 anti-Black hate
erimes in 2019,

Tnlike other groups,
Sausedo said, there are "no
mare  African American
communities” to give refuge
to residents, but “just com-
munities where African
Americans live.”

Anti-Asian hate crimes
fell to MO0 in 2022, a decrease
of 43.3% and the first year-
over-year drop since 2018,

Last years figure is still
significantly elevated from
the historic lows of the
mid-2010s. There were 19
anti-Asian events in 2004 and
2015 and 35 or fewer in all but
one year between 2013 and

L.

Whenasked what worked
[See Hate, A5]

2,120

Reported hate crimes
in California in 2022, a
20.2% jump from the
year prior.

2,261

California’s all-time
high in reported hate
crimes, set in 2001

145.7%

The overall rise in hate
crimes in the state
since 2003,

BIRDWATCHERS who discoverad a balby,
sought to keep the raptors” location sec

Dovo GILLARD

hawk being raised by bald eagles have
: to prevent erowds from gathering.

THAT S JUST WILD

The brutal saga of a baby hawk abducted and raised
by bald eagles has riveted Bay Area birdwatchers

By Susanne Rust

SOMEWHERE IN SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIF.

It's been a rough month
for Tuffy.

He was kidnapped from
his parents and watched his
abductive foster father evis-
cerate his sibling. In recent
days, his humongous step-
sister seems hellbent on
pecking out all feathers
and making him scream.

Tuffy is a baby red-tailed
hawk who was stolen from
his nest by a bald eagle on
May 20. He now liveswith the
regal-looking kidnapper, her
mate and their biological off-
spring, Lola, in a Bay Area
forest. By all accounts, his

foster parents are bringing
him food, and he's growing
quickly. Just last week, he
took a few successful flights
away from — and back to —
the birdnappers’ aerie.

The avian drama has
been playing out before a
bevy of astonished bird-
watchers, who describe bald
eagles and red-tailed hawks
as “mortal enemies.”

Armed with high-pow-
ered binoculars and long
camera lenses. the birders
Insist the clreumsiances are
exceedingly rare. The phe-
nomenon has been recorded

in the wild only four other
times.

No one is entirely sure
what is going on or why it
happened, but sewveral ex-
perts sald the female eagle
was probably getting food
for her eaglet when she
wrabbed the red-tailed
chick. Once the chick was in
her nest and squawking, she
probably got confused.

“I have read a few reports
of similar ‘adoptions’ and
the researchers have always
concluded that the nestling
hawk was delivered as prey,

[See Hawk, AS]

Mystery surrounds burnout

of ‘bright, shining’

Bitwise Industries sold
a powerful dream.
Now its 900 laid-off
workers feel betrayed.
By JarMie DIiNG

In retrospect, the signs
that trouble was brewing for
Bitwise Industries had been
piling up for months.

Lawsuits. Bounced pay-
checks. Missed property tax
payments.

But for the last decade.
the Fresno company had
been  selling a powerful
dream to cities across the
Central Valley and the coun-
try — places that had been
left behind in the digital

transformation of the econ-
omy. Bitwise offered work-
force training to the under-
served, software services,
and co-working spaces to re-
vitalize downtowns. City of-
ficials and community mem-
bers rallied behind the busi-
ness. (Gov. Gavin Newsom
ewven thanked the company
for its services during the
pandemic.

That dream was abruptly
shattered when Bitwise fur-
loughed all 200 of its employ-
ees on Memorial Day, with
no explanations from any of
its leaders ever since. Em-
ployees later received notice
that their jobs had been per-
manently eliminated.

“We are facilitating here a
fairly significant transition
of our regional economy,

tech star

[and] we felt like they were
going to serve a critical role,”
said Ryan Alsop, Eern
County chief administrative
officer. “They were a bright
and shining star.™
Bitwise's board of direc-
tors has sinee fired co-Chiefl
Executives and co-founders
Irma Olguin Jr. and Jake So-
Beral and hired Ollen Doug-
lass, CEO of consulting firm
Hanover Street Advisors, as
interim president, the board
said in a news release June 3.
Meanwhile, former employ-
ees are pursuing legal action
over missed paychecks and
alleged labor violations.
“The board of directors
was recently made aware of
the company’s cash deficit
by management and took
[Sec Bitwise, AT]

Yankee throws

a perfect game
Domingoe German is
the first pitcher since
2012 to achieve the feat
as he blanks the Oal-
land A's. SPORTS, BS

Fliers brace for
July 4 travel

LAX expects some of its
largest crowds in pears
Airlines already are
dealing with disruptions
across .S, BUsSINESS. A8

Weather
Partly sunny.
L.A. Basin: 7TE/680. BG
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SMOKE FROM CANADA

Unhealthful haze from wildfires settles over Chi-
eago on Tuesday, above, and other cities. More is
on the way, a meteorologist warns. NATION,. A4
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Mutiny
shakes
Putin’
standing

Lack of a tough response
dents image of strongman
with firm grip on power

By Lz SLy

Chver the past decade, President
Vladimir Putin has won friends
and admirers worldwide as the
embodiment of a strongman, us-
ing military interventions in the
Middle East and Africa to restore
Russia’s role as a world power and
promoting himself as an authori-
tarian alternative to the United
States and the West.

The weekend muoting by the
Wagner Group and its chaotic af-
termath have jeopardized that im-
age, jolting many assumptions
about Putin’s autocratic creden-
tials, Russia's stability and the
likely course of the war in
Ukraine.

With events continuing to un-
Fele, it is still too early to tell how
badly Putin has been weakened,
analysts caution. The Wagner
Group could be dismanthed and
its leader, Yevgeniy Prigozhin,
mow i exile in nelighboring Bela-
mus, could end up detained or
killed. Putin may yet launch a
broad crackdown against all his
eritics that could leave him more
control than he was be-

But the Russian leader's failure
so far to take a tough
against the mercenaries, or pun-
ish thoseinvolved in the muting
denting the cultivated image that
he always controlsevents — some-
thing the Kremlin projected to the
wider world, as well as in Russia,
sald  Dmitri  Alperovitch, a
foreign-policy analyst whe heads
the Silverado Policy Accelerator
think tank.

“This is shocking to dictators
becanse this is not v they
would put down a muting® he
sail. “Many of Putin’s supporters
arequite confused and wondering
about his ability to be the strong
Jeader and strong authoritarian
dictator he portrays himself tobe™

Despite U.S. efforts to rally in-
ternational support for Ukraine's
efforts to fight off the invasion, a
majority of countries, notably in
the Glabal South, have refrained

SEE RUSSIA 0N A0

Mavalny: Lensency with Prigozhin
stuns jailed opposition leader. AS

Democracy Dies in Darkness

Where “a whisper

BY FRANCESCA EREL
AND KAMILA HRABCIHUK
1IN KREMINNA FOREST, UKRAINE

7 or five days, the attacking
Bussians threw ewvery-
thing they had at the
Ukrainian  brigade  de-

fending a patch of forest here on
the eastern front — mortar, artil-
lery, flamethrowers and tank fire
— mowing down whatever stood
in their way. By the sixth day,
bodies littered the smoldering
terrain. Only ascorched field and
blackened tree stumps remained.

“We had to retreat” said an
infantryman, who goes by the
call sign “Master describing the
battle earlier this month. “It was
very challenging for the infantry
e hold the front, hecanse we
were being pushed very hard by
the Russians, without sdequate
artillery cover.”

The forest, just west of Kremin-
na, a4 Russian-occupied towm in
Ukraine® Luhansk region, is now
an epicenter of some of the war's
fiercest fighting. But unlike else-
where on the eastern and southern

SEL UKRAINE ON Alo

THURSDAY,
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Lips off the enemy

As Kyiv pushes counteroffensive elsewhere, pitched fighting in forest finds Moscow on the attack

TOP: A Ukrainian artillery mlilmualmiml infantry Saturday on the eastern front, where
Russians have songht to retake towns and cities liberated by Ukraine. ABOVE: A Ukrainian

unit commander, 27, in the forest near Kreminna, site of some of the war's fiercest fighting.
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South
bakes
in heat
wave

WEATHER, FOUL AIR
PUT LIVES AT RISK

Smoke from Canada fires
blankets Great Lakes

Bv ERicAa WERNER,
DAN STILLMAN
anD KaTE SELIG

Much of the United States felt
like a blazing inferno on Wednes-
day, as record heat attacked the
South like a blowtorch, thick
smoke from Canadian wildfires
blanketed the Great Lakes region,
and  triple-digit  temperatures
threatened to wallop California
for the first time this vear.

Scientists said climate changes
helped shape the weather condi-
tions that were causing misery
and putting lives at risk from
Mexico to Canada. There was no
disputing the impact: If it wasn't

Mtuu.smuk Vi

saying,
used to lhe .lrE&l, but mot to this

degree” said Mayor Victor Trevi-
fio of Laredo, Tex., which record-
ed temperatures of 115 degrees
last week, tying its all-time high.
There were nine heat-related
deaths, Webb County Medical Ex-
aminer Corinne Sterm told county
commissioners Monday, adding
that “I think our county was
canght a litthe off-guard.”

If Laredo and elsewhere in the
South were canght off-puard by
the heat, much of the rest of the
Country was getting an unexpect-
ed dose of horrendous air quality
because of dense wildfire smoke
rolling in from Canada. Air quali-
ty alerts related to the smoke
were in effect for parts of some 17
states, covering nearly a third of
the LS. population.

Det: - Chicago and Minneap-
olis were among the cities with
the worst alr quality in the world
Wednesday, according to TGAIr.
Unhealthy Code Red and Purple
conditions stretched from east-
erm Iowa aeross Chicago and the
lower Great Lakes region and
toward the Appalachian Moun-
tains, according to AirNow.gov,

“Poor air guality due to smoke
from Canadian wildfires will
continue through™ Thursday, the

SEE HEAT 0N AS

Beyond Mar-a-Lago. charges
mmp’s N.J. club

focus on'I'r

Prosecutors say classified
documents were shown
at Bedminster estate

BY JACQUELINE ALEMANY,
Josu DAWSEY
AND SPENCER 8§, Hsu

The 48-page indictment
against Donald Trump for allez-
edly mishandling classified docu-
ments and ohstructing justice is
Targely focused on how boxes of
sensitive documents ended up
crammed into the nooks, cran-

INTH

N AW

nies and even a chandelier-
adorned bathroom of Trumps
Florida estate, Mar-a-Lago.

But two of the indictments
most vivid scenes took place
about 1,200 miles to the north.

Scientists riding high on
evidence of space-time waves

Teams concur on key eleme

BY JOEL ACHENBACH
AanD VieToRIA JAGOARD

The very fabric of the cosmos is

Prosecutors accuse Trump of
showing off classified documents
to employvees and others not au-
thorized to see them — not once,
but twice at his sprawling golf
club on the rural plains of New
Jersey.

According to the indictment,
Trump bragged in July 2021

SEE BEDMINSTER ON AS

GOP race: Trump's enthusiastic
crowds reflect his wide lead. A3

constantly being roiled and rum-
pled all arcund us, aceording to
multiple international teams of
selentists that have independent-
found compelling evidence for
ng-theorized space-time waves.
‘he clalm that telescopes
across the planet have seen signs
of a “gravitational wave back-
ground” has sent a thrill through
the astrophysics community,
which has been buzzing for days
in anticipation of the papers that

it of Einste

's theory

were unveiled late Wednesday.
The discovery seems to affirm an
astounding implication of Albert
Einstein’s general theory of rela-
tivity that until now has been far
too subtle to detect.

In Einstein’s reimagined uni-
verse, space s not serenely empty,
and time does not march smooth-
1y forward. Instead, the poawerful
gravitational interactions of mas-
sive objects — including super-
massive black holes — regularly
ripple the fabric of space and
time. The picture that emenges is
a universe that looks like a

SEE GRAVITY ON A2

Jasti S s strength.,
Casting insult as strength
president owns “Bidenomics’

Term takes a star turn
in policy speeches th
prioritize middle class

BY MaTT VISER
AanD CLEVE R, WooTrson JR.

President Bidenm was midway
through a recent speech at a labor
rally when he turmed to an expla-
nation of a kitchen-table eco-
nomic philosophy that he says
was formed, lterally, at his par-
ents’ kitchen table. “The press has
now called [it) ‘Bidenomics,™ he

THE MATION

The LS, debt is cxpect-
wed o soar to historic lev-
wls omver the nest three
decades. the Congres-
sional Budget Office pre-
dicted, despite the
Republican-led budget
standoffthis spring. A3

from the Marth Atlantic
s believed to include -
FIADN PeImains. Ar

THE WORLD
In Egypl young chefs

countey’s ey
campaign of private din-
ners using local culinary

copyrights and privacy
when it used data
scraped from the
internet to train Chat-
SPT. A12

THE REGION

A 15-vear-old boy who
was fatally shot Tuesday
night in Svuthcast
Washington was the
fourth youth killed by

entity. i

Teachers at DnC.'s
Eaton Elementary are
demanding their princi-
pal's resignation, alkeg-
ingverbal abuse and dis
erimination. B

OBITUARIES
Lowell P, Weicker Jr.,
G2, was one of Richard

INSIDI

said. “I don't know what the hell
t]utis.

crowd laughed as he of-
fenad Bt ir's working

Twno weeks later, the White
House has mobilized an entire
week around elaborating on, re-
cluiming and defining just what
EBidenomics is — something the
Eiden team has cast expansively
as broadening and benefiting the
middle class.

On Wednesday, the president
deliversd a major speech on his
economic vision, with an  eye
toward the 2024 campaign. It fol-
lowed o four-page memo from
senjor advisers that highlighted

SEEBIDEN ON Ad

-
ro DO

LOCAL LIVING
Children’s chores
A guicie 1o household
responsibilities that are
ape-appropriate
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out of fashion?
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Simone Biles isn’t done
with gymnastics yet

I Four-time Olympic gold medalist will compete l
for first time since Tokyo Games. In Sports
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Putin may
be exposed
after he
‘blinked’

John Bacon
usa TODAY

Russia’s Vladimir Putin is losing the
war in Ukraine and has become “a bit
of a pariah around the world,” Presi-
dent Joe Biden said Wednesdaywy.

Biden said it is “hard to tell” how
much Putin has been weakened by
Yevgeny Prigozhin's ambitious but
ill-fated coup attempt. Some experts,
howewver, say last week’'s chaotic
insurgency stands as the greatest
challenge yvet to almost a quarter-cen-
tury of Putin's authoritarian rule.

Mary Kate Schneider, director of
global studies at Loyola University
Maryland, told USA TODAY that even
in failure, Prigozhin's coup attempt re-
wealed “fissures in Putin's armor” that
can be exploited by other challengers.

“It doesn’t matter that Prigozhin
and his soldiers did not reach Moscow,
and in the long run it doesn't even
matter why he stopped short of Mos-
cow,” Schneider said. “What matters is
that Putin blinked.”

Russian missile attacks persisted
this week, including this strike on a
restaurant in eastern Ukraine.

GENYA SAVILOV/AFP WIA GETTY IMAGES

Zev Faintuch, senior intellipence
analyst at Global Guardian — an inter-
national security firm with boots on
the ground in Ukraine — said Putin's
“monopoly on viclence in Russia is
over” Putin’s power, Faintuch said,
was derived from his ability to control
the "underbosses™ of Russia.

“What is clear is that we are now
witnessing the final act of Putin's
reign, and possibly even that of the
modern Russian state,” Faintuch told
UsA TODAY. “We've all seen gangster
mowvies when the don shows weak-
ness, and we all know what happens
next. That said, it is still far too soon to
predict Putin's imminent fall.”

The Russian president apparently
is trying to present Prigozhin as cor-
rupt and a liar to destroy his reputation
among his Wagner Group personnel
and within Russian society, the Wash-
ington-based think tank Institute for
the Study of War said in its latest as-
sessment.

Also Wednesday, The Wall Street
Journal, citing unnamed Western offi-
cials, reported Prigozhin had planned
to seize high-ranking Russian military
leaders but that he was forced to accel-
erate his plans after the country's do-
mestic intelligence agency became
aware of the plot. The “premature
launch” of the insurrection may have
led to its demise, the Journal said.
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DOUBLE THE PUZZLES, DOUBLE THE FUN

President seeks to boost
confidence in US economy

Experts weigh in on benefits and flaws
of Biden's economic strategy. In Money

Downtown Columbus, Ohio, saw its skyline obscured by smoke Wednesday as Canadian wildfire haze spread in parts

IN LIFE

Ford gets
emotional
over final
‘Indiana’ ride
| |

He also explains why he
got slapped with a fish by
“Dial of Destiny” co-star
Fhoebe Waller-Bridge.

In Life

PROWIDED BY LUCASFILM LTD.

of the Midwest and East, where several major cities were under air quality alerts. DORAL CHENOWETH/USA TODAY METWORK

Harmful air returning
to large swaths of US

Canadian wildfire haze again sends vulnerable groups indoors

Little relief from sweltering heat
For millions in Texas and south-central USA,

danger from record heat persists. 28

Municipal employee

Tony Smith shields his
lungs from the smoke as he
heads to work Wednesday
in Milwaukee. MIKE DE SISTIS
USA TODAY NETWORK

Jeanine Santucci
USA TODAY

Smoke drifting into the U.S. from
wildfires in Canada was making air qual-
ity unhealthy in much of the Midwest,
and East Coast residents were bracing
for another wave of haze

Chicagoans awoke to a clouded, gray
sky that limited visibility, irritated lungs
and filled noses with a thick burning
smell for the second straight day
Wednesday. The sky was smoky in Mil-
waukee, Indianapolis and several other
cities. In Detroit, smoke combined with
a dense fog limited visibility to below a
quarter-mile early Wednesday, forcing
drivers to take extra caution.

Residents on the East Coast were also
under air quality alerts. The air was un-
healthy for sensitive groups in the
Washington, D.C,. metro area. The qual-
ity was expected to worsen and spread
more up and down the coast, into the
New York City region and as far south as
the Carolinas into Thursday.

Particulate levels set record highs on

See SMOKE, Page 2A

NATION’S REPORT CARD

Frustration grows over economy, inflation

52% polled say it’s too
expensive to live in US

Terry Collins
Usa TODAY

By sunrise, Patrice Stinney is whip-
ping up lattes at a coffee shop. At dusk,
she’s scurrying around as an airline
customer service agent at Phoenix Sky
Harbor International Airport.

In whatewver “spare time,” Stinney’s
also a part-time hairstylist, longing to
own a beauty shop. But she recently
mowved in with her clder brother, leawv-
ing her apartment of four years be-
cause of a rent hike. Despite having
three jobs, Stinney struggles to make
ends meet.

“Ewverything costs so much. Food is
high. Gas is high. It's really hard for
me,” Stinney, 40, of Goodyear, Arizona,
said after a recent 14-hour workday. “1

Many Americans continue to feel
the pain of paying high prices for
gasoline, groceries and other basics,
MICHAEL M. SANTIAGO/GETTY IMAGES

ABOUT THIS SERIES

This is the second in a series examining
the state of the United States as we
near Independence Day and lock

ahead to the 2024 presidential election.
The Report Card series examines

the state of democracy, the economy
and inflation, gun viclence and racism.

can only imagine what people with a
family and kids must be going through.™

As Americans look ahead to another
Independence Day and a likely conten-
tious 2024 presidential election, many
are feeling fiscal pain as the prices of
food, shelter, health care and transpor-
tation climb higher than their pay-
checks.

About 52% of Americans participat-
ing ina USA TODAY,/Suffolk Poll said the
United States is too expensive to live in.
And about 7in10 Americans said stifling
inflation and the economy are the na-
tion's top problems today, according to a
new Pew Center survey. A majority
across age, gender and race told Pew
that inflation is “a very big problem.”

“Their spending power has been
minimized,” said Gene Ludwig, former
head of the Comptroller of the Currency,
a U.S. Treasury Department bureau.

See ECONOMY, Page 8A
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Rescatan partes del
Titan y hallan “presuntos
restos humanos”

—el mundo

Las piezas fueron encontradas a 488 metros del
lugaren el gue naufrago el Titanic; llegar a ese punto
era el objetivo del submarino. Paginaé

LA

depories

Martino dirigird a
Messi por tercera
vez en su carrera

El DT v el erack se reencontrardan en Inter Miami,
luego de compartiretapas en Barcelona y la seleccion,

JUEVES 29 DE JUNIO DE 2023 | LANACION.COM.AR

NACION

Massa pidio frenar las
peleas en el Gobierno, pero
no cede la tension interna

eELECCIONES. Lo hizo en la primera reunidn de gabinete en ocho meses; estuvo Alberto Ferndndez

Lanovedad podria ser quedespués
deochomeses el gabinete nacional
volvid a reunirse, con la presencia
del presidente Alberto Fernan-
dez. Sin embargo, el dato mas re-
levante termind siendo el reclamo
del ministro de Economia, Sergio
Massa, quien habld desde sunueva
posicion: la de candidato a la pre-

sidencia de la alianza oficialista.
Alli pidic frenar las peleas inter-
nas para poder posicionar mejor al
espaciode caraalaselecciones, una
claraalusicon a las fuertes tensiones
que sufrio el redenominado Union
por la Patria por el cierre de listas.
En el encuentro participaron
ministrosque quedaron en bandos

diferentes aunque formaran parte
de la misma boleta, como Victoria
Tolosa Paz y Eduardo “Wado" de
Pedro. Huboaplausos para los pos-
tulantes, pero las tensiones en las
filas oficialistas no ceden. Cristina
Kirchner se reunié con Scioli, uno
de los heridos tras las definiciones
de candidatos. Pagina10

En la oposicion
escala el cruce
de acusaciones
entre Bullrich y
Larreta

Pagina13

EL ESCENARIO

Unmar de
incoherencia
para justificar

al candidato

Carlos Pagni

LA NACION

aniobrde hizomanio-
brar asus subordina-
dos durante meses

hasta conquistar la candidatu-
ra presidencial que tanto habia
desmentido v que tanto habia
sofado. Se propuso humillar
asuenemigo Daniel Scioliy lo
logrd. Continta en la pagina12

Uruguay da otro ejemplo de convivencia politica

el mundo

AFF

MONTEVIDED (DPA).— En otra muestra de tolerancia politica y unidad democritica en Uruguay, el presidente Luis Lacalle Pouy sus

antecesores José Mujica, Luis Lacalle Herrera y Julio Maria Sanguinetii recordaron los 50 afios del golpe de Estado de junio de 1973, que interrumpid
lademocracia en ese pais por 12 afos, Lacalle Pou, ademias, homenajeda los fallecidos expresidentes Jorge Batlle y Tabaré Vizquez. Pagina g

Faltan mas de
24.000 aulas
para garantizar
la sala de 3 afnos

INFORME. Lo plantea
Argentinos por la
Educacion; mejoraria

el aprendizaje. pagina23

EL ANALISIS

La victima fake de Jujuy y el “activismo lumpen”

. D e qué nos habla una joven
C. queseestrellalacabezacon-
tra el vidrio de un patrullero para
presentarseante las cimaras, conel
rostro ensangrentado, comao vieti-

Luciano Romidn
LA NACION

madeunarepresion que noexistio?
Nos tranquilizaria pensar que fue
un actode desequilibrio v desvario
individual. Sinembargo, el episodio
ocurrido en Jujuy, en medio de un

brutal ataque contra las institucio-
nes democriticas, tal vez encienda
una alarma sobre un peligro que
acechaenlaArgentina el del activis-
mo lumpen. Continia en la pagina 29

Capitanich
ahora lanza
una ofensiva
contra los
medios

ESTRATEGIA. Denuncia
“mentiras” v toma
distancia del clan Sena

F >
El traslado, anoche, de la
detenida Fabiana Gonzilez

RESISTENCIA (De una envia-
da especial).— El gobernador de
Chaco, Jorge Capitanich, arre-
metid contra los medios de co-
municacién que cubren el caso
de Cecilia Strzyzowski, denuncid
“mentiras” para vincularlo poli-
ticamente con el clan Sena, v en
un cambio de estrategia designd
un vocero que tendrd a su cargo
tres conferencias por semana.
Anoche, cuatro de los detenidos
fueron notificados de un agrava-
mientoen la acusacion. Pagina 17
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0s 20 maiores
municipios do Brasil
1° Sdo Paulo (SP)

2* Riode laneiro (R
3 Brasilia (DF)

4* Fortaleza (CE)

5% Salvador (BA)

6° Belo Horizonte (MG}
7° Manaus (AM)

8° Curitiba (PR)

9° Recife (PE)

10® Goiania (GO)

T° Porto Alegre (RS)
12° Belém (PA)

13° Guarulhos (SF)

14° Campinas (SP)

15° S&o Luis (MA)
Maceid (AL)
17° Campo Grande [(MS)
18° Sdo Gongalo (RJ)
19° Teresina (PI)
20° Jodo Pessoa (PB)

AMNALISE

Vinicius Torres Freire
Levantamento deve
alterar quadro do
mercado de trabalho

J4 estava claro que o pa-
is precisaria de mao de
obra imigrante, em espe-
cial mais qualificada, se a
ecaonomia \"(Tilitﬁ.‘\it‘ acres-
cer. Com 0s numeros do
Censo, parece gue a ne-
cessidade serda maior. Vai
ter de ser assunto de poli-
tica de Estado. Mercadoa23
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Censo revela Brasil menor que o
esperado; pais tem 203 milhoes

Populagao cresceu 0,52% ao ano desde 2010 e esta 4,7 milhdes de pessoas abaixo do que se projetou

0O Censo Demografico 2o
revela que a populacao do
Brasil & menor do que as pro-
jegtes apontavam. Segundo
0 IBGE (Instituto Brasileiro
de Geografia e Estatistica),
O pais tem 203,1 milhdes de
habitantes; sio 4,7 milhdes
amenos do que o previsto.

Populagio total

0s dados divulgados on-
rem CONCrastam com a pré
via feita pelo IBGE em de-
zembro passado, quando
se estimou, com base em
informacdes preliminares,
que o pais chegaria a 207,8
milhdes, ja abaixo dos 213,3
milhdes projetados em 2021.

Er milhies
— Crescimento dos dltimos 203,1
12 anos & inferior ao 1908
ocorrido entre 2000 e 2010 169,6
150
100 94,5
0 51,9
%9 17,4
[}
1872 1900 1950 1570 2000 2010 20232
Fonte: IBGE

O niimero maior partia
do Censo anterior, feito em
2010. Mas o Brasil cresceu
ainda menos do gue o cal-
culado, mesmo tendo sido
consideradaa desaceleracio
iniciada nos anos 1960, logo
apds o pais atingir o pico de
2,99% de crescimento anual.

Populagio das regifies

Participaghe do Brasil, am %

41,8 Sudeste

26,9 Nordeste

14,7 Sul

8,5 Norte
B8 Centro-Deste

Desde 2010, a populacio
brasileira aumentou a um
ritmo anual de o,52% e so-
mou 6,5% habitantes mais
ao total do dltimo levanta-
mento, ou 12,3 milhdes de
pessoas. Em 5o anos de Cen-
s0, esta é a primeira vez que
o avanco fica abaixo de 1%.

Atendéncia a ter menos fi-
lhos é global. Com ela, o Bra
sil se aproxima agora do fim
do “bénus demografico™ a
parcela da populacdo emida-
de de rabalhar pode deixar
de ser maioria, e a de apo-
sentados sobe, com desafi-
08 @ economia. Cotidiano B

Rio, Salvador, BH e outras 6
capitais perdem moradores

Das 27 capitais brasileiras,
g tiveram queda populacio-
nal na comparagao entre os
censos demogrificos de2oo
e de 20022, segundo o IBGE.

A maior reducio foi em
Salvador, com queda de
9,6%, muito mais significati-
va que o Rio de Janeiro, com
1,7%, a segunda. cotidiane B2

Atraso e Covid podem explicar
populacio abaixo do projetado

Cotidiano B3

VOLKSWAGEN SUSPENDE TEMPORARIAMENTE PRODUCAO DE CARROS NO PAIS

Patio lotado na unidade da montadora em Sao Bernardo do Campo (SFP); empresa fala em estagnacgao, e governo vai liberar mais R$ 300 mi para compra de veiculo com desconto mMercado A17

turismo

ainda dd tempo de viajar

E sO se planejar
Roteiro reliine sugestdes de norte a sul do pais
e internacionais para agito ou descanso pa

+ Praia do Pred, no Ceara,
vira meca do kitesurfe p.2

C5

Madonna adia turné
apobs ser internada
com infecgao em UTI

Iustry

610_u7929

+ aspen (EUA) seduz com
esqui e grifes de luxo pao

Guia C8

DaSelva reforga em
Sao Paulo onda de
culinaria amazdénica

PAINEL

Governo de SP homenageia
icone da ditadura militar

Gestao Tarcisio aprovou
lei pela qual um entronca-
mento de rodovias passaa
sechamar Deputado Eras-
mo Dias, militar que inva-
diu a PUC-SP em 1977. A4

EDITORIAIS A2

203.062.512

Sobre as tendéncias reve-
ladas pelo Censo 2022,

Haddad diz que debatera
novo sistema de metas
Fernando Haddad (Fazen-
da) diz que o Conselho Mo-
netario Nacional discutira
hoje o sisterna de metas
de inflacdo. Ele conside-
ra que eventuais mudan-
gasnaoafetam politica de
juro No curto prazo. A9

Barganha opaca

Acercade negociagbesen-
tre governo e Congresso,

Dands Vepa Folhapress

Voto para tornar Bolsonaro
inelegivel cita violacdo de deveres

Relator daagao do PDT con-
tra Jair Bolsonaro (PL), 0
ministro do TSE Benedito
Gongalves votou por tor
ni-lo inelegivel e citou vio-
lagdes aos deveres do cargo.

Lula indica
primeira mulher
negra para o TSE

Politica ATZ

Para Benedito, o ex-presi-
dente é “pessoalmente res-
ponsavel” pela reuniao em
que mentiu sobre o sisterma
eleitoral. O julgamento se-
raretomado hoje. Politicaas
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Fernandez Valdovinos reflota la creacion del Ministerio de Economia

Media sancion expres a ley
para unir Aduanas con la SET

La Camara de Diputados aprobé rapidamente el proyecto presentado el lunes por Pedro
Alliana y Bachi Nufez para la institucion de la Direccion Nacional de Ingresos Tributarios.

PACINA 1D

Sumd apoyo de Noelia Cabrera, del PLRA
Silvio Ovelar, en teoria, ya
tiene los votos necesarios
para presidir el Congreso

FAGMA Z

Calé se despide | Joven herido
del Legislativo | por un agente
con millonario | de Lince muere
proyecto para | tras meses
nueva orquesta | de agonia

PAGIMA S PAGINA 44

Consejeros gastaron . 210
mlllones en combustlbles

DM!!II.'JHHH Pl N 7
En &l IPS. fitondades de ||| yrarcn dineral en combustbdes en 13 meses, en

medio de ascasez de remedios @ NSUMoSs que suiren asegurados PAGINA LY

Nuevo gobierno quiere revisar acuerdo firmado con los EEUU Empresarios presentaron demanda para que no sean plblicos

A pedido de Pefia aplazan estudio Via judicial bloquean en web de
del plan maestro de la hidrovia  DNA datos sobre importaciones

PAGINA L2 PAGINA 13
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Procés Griveaux :
apres les déballages
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au tribunal saes
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ENVIRONNEMENT
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pour le climat
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une transformation
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ENTREPRISES
Les zones a faibles
eémissions, casse-
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Nanterre, craignez-vous
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Apres Nanterre,
Iexécutif cherche
a éviter la cont

agion

La mort dujeuneNahel, tuépar an polluer aprec un refus d' r:l‘:tempue r, a déclenché ure
s urbaines que les forces de I'ordre tentent.deé contenir. sacesz s erv#nmoniac

rague de violence

Consommation : pourquoi
les prix ne baissent pas
dans les rayons

Malgré les pressions du gou-
vernement, les prix se sont
tout juste stabilisés en juin
dans les grandes surfaces. Les

contrats longs avec leurs four-
nisseurs, estiment ne pas pou-
voir répercuter la baisse des
prix des matiéres premiéres

industriels, liégs par des

sur leurs tarifs.

PAGES 20 ET 21

EDITORIAL par Vincent Trémolet de Vilers viremlet@lefigarodr
Tragédie francaise

ien ne justifie la mort dun jeu-
e, aditle président de la Ré-
publicpue. C'était la I"expression
de "humanité la plus élémen

taire. «Mmexcusables, a-t-il
poursuivi, condamnant de fait le policier qui a
tu Je jeune Nahel. Etrange pratique de la pré-
somption d’innocence, Les images sont terrd

hlement choquantes, mais la justice n’est pas
une capture déeran; o'est elle, pas Emima-
nuel Macron, qui déterminera si le geste ho-
micide de ce policler est coupable, Le serait-11,
pourquod  déclenche-t-il  automatiquerment
l'embrasement d'une partie de nos ban

lieues ? La France est un Etat de droit, et o'est
4 la Justice de prononcer la sanction. Pour les
bavures policiéres, elles sont exemplaires.
« Rien ne justifie que 'on brile des voitures,
des éooles, Pantenne diune mairiess, aurait
done di poursuivre le garant de "ordre pu

blic. I ne I'a pas fait. Son verbe incertain
I'éloigne de Nicolas Sarkozy et le rapproche
de Francois Hollande. Vision univoque d’une
République présumée coupable face a la
«jeunesse» des oquartiers». Rhétorigque
Iriable qui, au nom de Pémaotion, oublie de
condamner des violences indéfendables.
L'émaotion fut grande aprés les attentats, la

<

décapitation de Samuel Paty, 1attagque d'An
necy. Personne pourtant n°a bril la voiture
de son voisin, incendié des poubelles, balancé
dies cocktails Malotow.

La vérité est que cette tragédie de Nanterre,
c’est la crainte secréte qui hante tous les gou-
wvernants. Ces territoires perdus on bes régle-
ments de comptes se font 8 ciel ouvert, o les
mineurs roulent pied au plancher dans des
voitures volées, oi la

Da-ns ces police, les pompiers, les
quartiers médecing  sublssent
.y chague jour des agres
poudrieres, sons gratuites, i,
i i dans "abandon péndé-
ﬂ_SUﬁlt ralisé, les forces de l'or
d'une dlre restent en premiére
étincelle Lgne : c'est une pout-

driere qui attend 1" étin-
celle. L'hybridation du «on est chez mous
communautalre et du quadrillage mafieux par
les trafiquants est fantasmiée par extréme
gache comme un brasier révolutionnaire. La
France insoumise souffle dessus en espérant
T'événement qui permettra 1 alliance du Val
Fourré et du canal Saint-Martin...
Tout #tait en place, malbeureusement, pour
ces jours fragiques. |

0400 € - ESP 4000 - GR - 260 € - LUK 350 € - MAR : 37 Dt - MTOAGLP - 490 € - PORT.CONT - 430 € - REL: 450 € - Tul: TL00 Thil S5 0i82 S843

En Cisjordanie, la reprise
de la colonisation
nourrit les tensions

En permettant une accéléra
tion de la colonisation israé-
lienne en Cisjordanie, inédite
depuis dix ans, le gouverne-
ment de Benvamin Netanya

hou se trouve confronté & une
explosion des violences entre
Palestiniens et colons juifs,
dont les expiéditions punitives
se multiplient. PAGESBETS
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Krishnan
Guru-Murthy
on success,
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and

barefaced
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Crisistalks ©
as Thames
Water faces
£10bn deficit

Exclusive

Anna Isaac
Alex Lawson
Jillian Ambrose

The government has “no true grasp
on the costs” involved in preventing
a collapse of Thames Water, with
estimates presented to ministers
and regulators suggesting the com-
pany could face a hole of E10bn inits
finances, the Guardian can reveal.

The company, which serves 15 mil-
lion customers, is in emergency talks
with the water regulator, ministers
and government departments after
the departure of its chief executive
and amid concerns over its ability to
continue operating without a multi-
billion cash injection.

Measuresunder discussion include
placing the company into temporary
national ownershipinorder tosecure
a refinancing package that would
need public funds and might mean
higher bills for customers.

Other options invelve an onward
sale of the company. The existing
sharehaldersare large Canadian and
UK pension funds, and investment
vehicles for state money from China

Windfarms drive record

and Abu Dhabi, who could now be
at risk of losing at least some of their
investment.

Those involved in discussions,
which began in recent weeks, have
been told Thames Water could need
asmuchas £10bn more thanbudgeted
toget its infrastructure up to regula-
torystandards, although officialsare
still scrambling to estimate the even-
tual cost. Itis understood that figure
does not include the cost of interest
payments on its £14bn debt pile.

Agovernment minister, who asked
not tobe named, said the government
had “no true grasp on the costs” or
how much support might be ulti-
mately needed from the taxpayer. But
Thames and other water companies
werein distress, with “wounds which
need to be cauterised”.

The UK business minister, Kemi
Badenach, saidon Sky News that the
government was "looking at what
we can do” in arder to “make sure
Thames Water as an entity survives”,

AThames spokesperson declined
to comment on the size of the cash
injection needed, but said the com-
pany had “astrong liquidity position”.

It was working “construc- oe
tively™ with shareholders

profits for crown estate

Jillian Ambrose
David Batty

The crown estate has generated
record profits of almost £450m from
BEritain’s offshore windfarms as talks
continue over how much of the wind-
fall should be shared with the king.

The royal property manager made
£443m in profits in its last finan-
clal year, up by almost £130m from
the year before, largely because of
payments by renewable energy com-
panies for accessing the seabed.

Six new offshore windfarms,

which could power 7m oe
homes, have helped to

-

FHOTOGRAFH: STU FORSTERJGETTY

Thursday
29 June 2023

1an

Newspaper of the year

= R >

A

Tenth of pupils in GCSE
year absent each day

Exclusive
Richard Adams
Education editor

One in 10 pupils in their GCSE year
have been absent from school in
England each day this year, up 70%
since before the Covid pandemic, a

Guardian investigation has found.
Thousands more are attending part-
time as anxiety, illness and the cost of
living crisislead toabsences, includ-
ing a growing rate of unauthorised
absences, which are more than twice
as highas they were before Covid.
Analysis of state school rolls by the
FFT Datalab research consultancy

Caught out
Just Stop Oil
protesters
interrupt start
of second Test

News Pqg

estimates that year 11 students, aged
15-16 and studying for their GCSE
exams, missed 4.5% of all sessions
for unauthorised reasons up to mid-
May, compared with 2.1%in 2018-19,

Combined with a further 6.4% of
sessions missed through illness or
other authorised reasons, year 11
students missed nearly 11% of their
scheduled time in school, compared
with 6.4% in 2018-19.

School leaders have turned to a
new wave of attendance officers and
education welfare officers tofill gaps

left by lecal authority cuts. @e
Schools are now employing



