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What’s
News

Business 25 Finance
e

prohibition that ks under con-
sideration in Washington. Al

* Deutsche Bank has

on wvictims. AL
* Target's sales suffered in

sex-trafficking ving,
Iawyers who sued the bank
behalf of alleged vi

make up the bulk of the re-
tailer’s annual revenue. BL

+ Crypto company Tether
pledged to buy more bitooin
for its stablecoin reserves,
adding to the $1.5 billion
of bitcoin already backing
its dollar-pegged token. B1

* Major U.S. stock indexes
rallied, with the S&F 500
and Dow industrials both
gaining 1.2% and the Nas-
daq advancing 1.3%. B11

# Shein raised 52 billion in
its larest fundraising round
that values it at $66 billion,
about one-third less than a
year earlier, according to peo-
ple close to the company. Bl
# Theranos founder Holmes
must report to prison by
May 30, a judge said, after
a court denied her reguest
to remain free pending ap-
peal of her conviction. B3
# Francisco Partners and
TPG are ¥ O

quire
Reli
familiar with the matter. B2

World - Wide

e
# Ukraine is taking aim
at Russia’s ammunition
stores and caches of other
supplies rthat Moscow's
forces need to fight, seek-
ing to weaken them strike
by pinpoint strike ahead of
an expected ground cam-
paign to push back the
Russian invaders. Al, AB

+ Biden will seek to main-
tain unity among allies in
supporting Ukraine and
eountering China's economic
clout at a G-7 summit, as the
threat of default in the US.
complicates that message. A%
#+ House Democrats started
collecting signatures for a
discharge petition to raise
the debt ceiling, a long-shot
maneuver designed to cir-
cumvent House GOP leader-
ship and force a vote, Ad

# Florida Gowv. DeSantis
will officially enter the race
for president mext week as
the Republican’s campaign
donors begin a fundraising
blitz, people familiar with
the decision said. A4

+ A federal appeals court
skepticism of Biden
administration arguments
that judges shouldn't second-
guess the Food and Dreg Ad-
ministration’s approval of a
widely used abortion pill. A4
# The White House has
made periodic calls to the
Kremlin to demand the re-
lease of American detain-
ees Evan Gershkovich and
Paul Whelan, according to
Russia’s foreign minister. A8
# Ecuador’s president dis-
solwed the national legislamire
ahead of an impeachment
vote and amid growing unrest
in the Andean country. A7
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By IsasEL CoLES
AND DaniEr MicHAELS

KYIV, Ukraine—Ukraine is
taking aim at Russia’s ammuni-
tion stores and caches of other
supplies that Moscow's forces
need to fight, seeking to
weaken them strike by pinpoint
strike ahead of an expected
ground campaign to push back
the Russian invaders.

Call it the offensive before
the offensive.

Early this month, four
drones attacked a Russian oil
refinery almost 300 miles

from Ukraine. The next day,

anocther drone hit it. Not long
after another drone bombed a
fuel depot on the other side of
Russia, near Belarus.

Ukrainian leaders said they
are waiting for more Western
weapons to arrive before
launching what has been
billed as a “spring offensive™
that is now likely to play out
over the summer, spearheaded
by newly trained units
equipped with Western-sup-
plied tanks, armored fighting
wehicles and artillery.

To set the stage, Ukraine
has stepped up artacks on po-
sitions well inside Russian-

s, It Takes an Arm and a Leg to Get Ahead

1 h . PR, ;
SLIFPERY SLOPE: U.S. Naval Academy first-year ‘plebes’ take part in the annual Herndon Climb, scaling the 21-foot granite
obelisk coated with wvegetable shortening te knock a ‘Dixie cup’ hat off the top and replace it with an upperclassman’s hat.

Offensive Before the Offensive:
Ukraine Hits Enemy Supplies

held territory, part of what
strategists call shaping opera-
tions, which are aimed at un-
dermining the enemy and
probing for gaps to exploit.

Ukraine staged similar at-
tacks last year using U.S.-sup-
plied Himars rocket systems
before retaking territory in
the Kharkiv region and the
city of Kherson. Now it is
reaching farther, using drones
as well as newly supplied Brit-
ish long-range Storm Shadow
cruise missiles.

For Ukraine, which is battling
a larger military, the artacks ane
important to chip away at Rus-

sia’s battlefield resources.
Any engagement longer than
a few days becomes a logistical
contest, said commanders, so
destroying stores of ammuni-
tion, fuel and spare parts can
be more significont than taking
out individual tanks or artillery
pieces, because the impact can
be hroader. A tank without fuel
or shells is of little use.
“This is the preparatory
Please turn fo page A8

# Russian missile barrages
strike southern Ulcraime ..

* LS. calls Kremin, seeking
men’s release,

AB

Montana
Imposes
Statewide

Ban on
Tik'Tok

It is unclear how the
lawv, which takes effect
Jan. 1, will be enforced;
a legal fight is expected

By STu Wo
AnD MEGHAN BOBROWSKY

Montanas governor signed
the country’s first bill that out-
right bans TkTok in a state, pav-
ing the way for a legal fight that
could determine the fate of a na-
tionwide prohibition that is un-
der consideration in Washington.

Gow. Greg Gianforte, a Re-
publican, signed the bill into
law on Wednesday after Mon-
tana’s Legislature passed it last
month, The legislation drew
eriticism from Chinese-owned
TikTok and free-speech advo-
cates inchuding the American
Civil Liberties Union.

The Montana ban is set to
B0 inte effect on Jan. L Any le-
gal challenge, though, could
trigger an injunction to delay
the ban's start date.

The law would bar TikToek
from operating in the Treasure
State and would forbid app
stores, such as Google's and
Apple’s, from making TikTok
available to download within
Montana. TikTok and app
stores would be liable for fines
of F10000 a day for wiolating
the law. Individual TikTok users
wouldn't be punished.

“Gianforte s
infringes on the First Amend-
ment rights of the people of
Montana by unlawifully banning
TikTok,” a TikTok spokes-
woman said in a statement. She
didn™t say whether the com-
pany plans to pursue legal ac-
tion. TikTok, in an earlier state-

Please rurn to page A6

Overdose
Deaths
Plateau
At Record

Overdose deaths
in the U.S. edged
higher in 2022, a
federal estimate
shows, marking
only the second
time drugs killed
more than
100,000 pecple in
a wear. The high
overdose death
toll reflects
fentanyl's ubiquity
and potency in the
market for illicit
drugs. ALO

019

Provisions
Source: Cembers

Drug owerdose deaths’

month shown

Control and Preventio

Young Americans Are Dying
At Alarming Rates

Four main causes pushed up mortality, reversing vears of declines

By JANET ADanry

For decades, advances in healthcare and
safety steadily drove down death rates
among American children. In an alarming re-
versal, rates have now risen to the highest
level in nearly 15 years, particularly driven
by homicides, drug overdoses, car accidents

and suicides.

The uptick among younger Americans ac-
celerated in 2020, Though Covid-19 itself
wasn't a major cause of death for young peo-
ple, researchers say social disruption caused

problems, including worsening anxiety and
depression, Greater access to firearms, dan-

statistics led by

by the pandemic exacerbated public-health

gerous driving and more lethal narcotics also
helped push up death rates.

Berween 2019 and 2020, the overall mortal-
ity rate for ages 1 to 19 rose by 10.7%, and in-
creased by an additional 8.3% the following
year, according to an analysis of federal death

Steven Woolf, director emeri-

tus of the Center on Society and Health at Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University, published in

JANMA in March.
for two consecutive years in the half-century

That’s the highest increase

Please turn to page A0

Financier Is All Over WeWork Deal

By ELioT BROWN

SoftBank Group's losses on
WeWaork continue to pile up.
& familiar face has come to
the rescue.

Longtime SoftBank finan-
cier Rajeev Misra's new invest-
ment fund, One Investment
Management, recently agreed
to provide nearly $500 million
of high-interesr debt to the of-

fice-space provider. The slug
of cash, disclosed in the fine
print of WeWork securities
filings, is one of the first big
investments Misra has made
since he gave up most of his
duties at SoftBank.

Once a key lieutenant to
SoftBank’s billionaire founder
Masayoshi Son, Misra struck
out on his own last summer,
while agreeing to stay on part-

time to owversee SoftBank’s
first Vision Fund, which held a
13% stake in WeWork as of

late March
The debr deal inwvolvwing
Misra's new fund and his previ-
ous full-time employer puts the
Deutsche Bank executive,
considered one of the worlds
maost prolific debt deal makers,
on two sides of the same deal.
Please rurn topage A4

Where’s Shaq? Lawyers for FTX
Investors Struggle to Serve Him

= E

*

Do legal papers tossed at the basketball
legend’s moving SUV count?

By JoseErH DE AVILA

Shaquille O'Neal, the 7-
foot-1-inch NBA Hall of Famer
turned actor, sports analyst
and entertainer, is all over TV
and has millions of social-me-
dia followers. He is one of the
most recognizable people on
the planet.

There's one group of people

who's had trouble finding
Shag. and that is the process
servers hired to formally no-

tify him he's being sued.
¥Neal is one of several ce-
lebrities named in a proposed
class-action lawsuit filed by
FTX investors against the col-
lapsed cryptocuwrrency ex-
change and the stars who ap-
ease furn fo page A2

INSIDE
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Couples are turning to
new Al tools to
translate their feelings
into wedding vows. A1

Deutsche Bank Sets
$75 Million Accord

With Epstein Victims

By James FangLsr
Anp KHADEEIA SAFDAR

Deutsche Bank has agreed
to pay $75 million to settle a
proposed class-action lawsuit
claiming that the financial in-
stitution facilitated Jeffrey Ep-
stein's sex-trafficking ring. said
lawyers who sued the bank on
behalf of alleged wictims.

A woman who is listed
anonymously as Jane Doe in
court papers filed the sait last
wear in Mew York on behalf of
herself and other accusers of
the disgraced financier. She al-
leged Deutsche Bank did busi-
ness with Epstein for five
vears while knowing that he
was using money in his bank
accounts to further his sex

iff alleged
she was sexually abused by
Epstein and trafficked to his
friends from about 2003 until
about 2018 and was also paid

in cash for sex acts. The law-
suit alleged Deutsche Bank ig-
nored red flags including pay-
ments to NUMercus young
women. The settlement is ex-
pected to compensate dozens
of accuser

fed by suicide in a
federal jail in New York in
2019 while awaiting trial on
sex-trafficking charges.

Dyvlan Riddle, a spokesman
for Deutsche Bank, declined to
comment on the settlement but
said the bank has invested more
than 4 billion euros, the equiva-
lent of $4.34 billion, to bolster
controls, training and opera-
tional processes, and has in-
creased the size of its workforce
dedicated to fighting financial
crime. “In recent years Deutsche
Bank has made considerable
progress in remedying a num-

FPlease furn fo page A6

# Epstein's dealings with
academics detailed. ...
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Are Al tools dangerous?
Unease grows over risks

I Americans surveyed worry that technology I
could be used to spread hate and lies. In Money

Biden
pushes

back over
debt limit

President blasts GOP’s
new work requirements

Joey Garrison

UsA TODAY

WASHINGTON - President Joe Bi-
den pushed back Wednesday at new
work requirements for welfare pro-
grams that Republicans covet in a
package to raise the debt ceiling, in-
sisting that any changes he supports
would be insignificant yvet not taking
the issue off the table entirely.

Expanded work requirements for
recipients of the Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program, the Tempor-
ary Assistance for Needy Families pro-
gram and Medicaid have emerged as a
key sticking point in debt-ceiling talks
between the White House and House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy.

“I'm not going to accept any work
requirements that's going to impact on
the medical health needs of people.”
Biden said in remarks from the White
House Roosevelt Room before he de-
parted to Japan for a Group of Seven
summit. He added that he would not
accept any expanded work require-

See DEBT LIMIT, Page S5A

IN MONEY

No guarantee with deal: Averting
default could still trigger recession. 1B

NYC SUBWAY KILLING

Chokehold
death hardens
a stark divide

Trevor Hughes
USA TODAY

A former Marine stops a violent
homeless man from harassing subway
passengers, choking him into submis-
sion and drawing accolades for his
willingness to step in.

A well-known Black street perform-
er who struggled with mental health
and homelessness for years dies at the
hands of a white military man in front
of horrified onlookers.

Jordan Neely's death May 1 on a
New York City subway train highlights
the Grand Canyon-size rift between
the left and the right in how we see
race relations and social justice amid a
national debate about crime and vigi-
lante justice. It’s a rift that politicians
are eager to exploit as part of the 2024
presidential election, experts say.

Rashad Robinson, president of the
online-focused civil rights group Color
of Change, said many white people see
Penny's actions as justified because
they see police officers doing the same
thing, a situation exacerbated by poli-
ticians who refused to condemn Nee-
Iy¥'s death and oppose vigilante justice.

“It should not be surprising, given

See SUBWAY, Page 4A
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Jack Harlow says acting &&
took him out of music ‘box’

Rapper teams up with actor Singua Walls in
remake of “White Men Can't Jump.” In Life

USA TODAY SPORTS AND
USA TODAY METWORK PHOTOS

ELECTIONS PRIMARIES FIRSTS

A good night for Black
candidates, Democrats

IN LIFE

10 players
to make
impression
at PGA

Scottie Scheffler,
clockwise from top,
Rory Mcliroy and Brooks
Koepka are among picks
to win championship at
Dak Hill. In Sports

- >y

A banner along Spring Garden Street in Philadelphia on Tuesday reminds voters it's election day. Voters cast ballots for
mayor, commissioner, city controller, register of wills, sheriff, at-large council, and district council as well as statewide
and city judicial races and ballot issues. Cherelle Parker won the Democratic mayoral primary. TomM GRALISH/ AP

GOP overrides veto;
12-week abortion
ban to be law in NC

Thao Nguyen
usA TODAY

MNorth Carolina’s Republican-con-
trolled Legislature overrode the gov-
ernor's veto of legislation banning
most abortions after 12 weeks, fur-
ther restricting abortion in the state.

The override vote was completed
in back-to-back sessions Tuesday
night by the state House and Senate
— marking a victory for the new su-
permajority Republican Legislature.
The state now bans abortions after

See ABORTION, Page 5A

Republicans lose in Florida,
Pennsylvania and Colorado

David Jackson
USA TODAY

An off-year set of elections Tuesday
produced a bevy of firsts, particularly
for Democrats and Black candidates.

Philadelphia is poised to elect its
first woman of color as mayor, while
Colorado Springs did elect its first
Black male as mayor.

Jacksonville, Florida, elected its
first Democratic mayor in decades, de-
feating a candidate backed by Repub-
lican governor and likely 2024 presi-
dential candidate Ron DeSantis. The
Jacksonville result also demonstrated
the vulnerability of Republicans in the
Donald Trump era, analysts said.

“Democrats just flipped the biggest
city Republicans controlled,” a tweet
from former Florida congressman and
MSNBC host Joe Scarborough'’s account
said. “"And they did it in the heart of De-
Santis Country. Trump’'s Republicans
keep losing in places like Jacksonville,
Wisconsin, and Kansas. How long will
they keep driving their car off the cliff 7"

Republicans also had some success-
es Tuesday. In Kentucky, GOP primary
voters nominated Attorney General
Daniel Cameron for governor, the first
Black Republican to win such a race in
state history.

A briefrundown of Tuesday’s results:

See ELECTIONS, Page 5A

How families fought a Kkiller chemical — and won

Lauren Atkins took action after her
son, Joshua, died while using a paint
stripper containing methylene
chloride on his BMX bike. “You have

to have persistence,” she says.
“When it comes to somebody’s life,
especially when it's your child, you'll
find It.” PROVIDED BY LAUREN ATKINS

again.

After 3 deaths 10 months apart,
methylene chloride is off shelves

Jamie Smith Hopkins
Cemnter for Public Integrity

A bathtub. A floor. A bike. The items Kevin Hartley,
Drew Wynne and Joshua Atki
at the time of their deaths less than 10 months apart
varied, but what cut their lives short was the same: a
chemical in paint strippers and other products sold in
stores nationwide.

In their grief and horror, their families vowed to
fight like heck to keep methylene chloride from killing

s had been working on

Get it off the shelves. Ban it.
But in the United States, with its checkered history

of weak worker and consumer protections, astonish-

“It's rare that we do this
in America. These
families are my heroes.”
Dr. Robert Harrison

University of California,
San Francisco

ingly few chemicals have ever met that fate. That's
how methylene chloride became a serial killer despite
warnings of its fumes’ dangers before Hartley, Wynne
and Atkins had even been born. No agency intervened
as it struck down
recent decades.

dozens of people — if not more — in

See CHEMICAL, Page 4A
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Do blood tests to spot cancer really work?
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Why Harris is key to Biden’s campaign
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Rising waters
Climate alarm
as Italy floods

Residents are piggybacked through the
Hooded strects of Facnza in Italy yester-
day by members of the national carab
inieri. Dramatic flooding after twe days
of beavy rainfall in northern Ialy have
led to deaths and damage along the
country s Adriatic coast.

The expected return of the E1 Nifio
weather cycle, which involves a warm.
ing of the Pacific Oocan's surface, is sct
to Jead to more extreme weather events
such asthe fooding in Itaby this week.

The Workd Metcorological Organiza-
thon warncd yesterday that global
temperatures were likely to exceed 1.5C
abowe pre-industrial levels for the first
ttimse in human history within the next
five years. Scientists said there was a
&6 per cent chance that the annmal
mezan global surface temperature rise
would temporarily surpass that level in
“at least” one year by 2027,

Glabal warming aceelerates page 2

Rating agencies warn of downgrades
if nations fail to tackle costs of ageing

@ Pension and healthcare bills soar @ Higher rates amplify impact e Sovereign credit profiles at risk

MARY MCDOUGALL — LONDOM

Ageing populativns are hitting public
fimamces across the world, with rating
agencies warning that recent interest
mate rises have increased the impact of
higher pensions and healthcare costs.

As Interest rates soar in response to

surgein inflation for a gener-
ation, Moody's, 3&F and Fitch have all
warned that worsening demographics
are hitting governments' credit rmtings.

They add that downgrades are likely
without sweeping reforms, threatening
o create a vicious circle of higher fiscal
burdens and rising borrowing costs.

“In the past, demographics were a
medium to long-term consideration,”
said Dietmar Hornung, associate man-
aging director at Moody's Investors

Vistalets toils under debt
burden after rapid ascent

Thomas Floh built his private jet
company Vistalets through sudacious
deals, dsrupting 3 market led by
Berkshire Hathaway's NetJets. But a
doubling of net debt fo $4.4bn last
year o fund soquisitions and alcraft
crders has raised questions over his
strategy. While subscriptions to
Wistalets' services have increassd, the
combination of debt and iosses has
cast doubt on its ability 1o confinue as
a going concern, EY has wamed
Disrupter Mies high » PasE »

Service. “Now, the future is with us
and already hitting sovereign credit
iles”

The US Federal Reserve, European
Central Bank and Rank of England all
raizcd interest rakes this month to their
highest levels since the financial crisis —
imcreasing governments” debt servicing
costs,

“While demographics are slow
mcving, the problem ks becoming more
wrgent,” said Edward Parker, global

“The longer governments
defer action, the more
painful that action will be’

Edwand Parker, Fitch

head of research for sovercigns and
supranationals at Fitch, which last
manth downgraded France’s credit rat
ing, warning that President Emmanuc]
Macron's reform agenda could stall,

“We arc well into the adverse effects
in many countries, and they are only
growing,” Parker added.

Rating agencies say the rise in baor-
rowing costs is compounding both the
impact on growth of changes in

working-age and the hit to
public finances from rising healthcare
and pension bills,

That las affected the outlook for debt
in Japan, the US and the EU, where the
share of the population over 65 will rise
from 20 per cent now to 30 per cent by
2050, according to the European
Commission

Marko Mrsnik, lead sove reign analyst
at S&P Global Eatings, sa.ldaslrl.glc per-
centage point increase in borrowing
costs would Increase debt to gross
domestic product ratios for [apan, Daly,
the UK and the US by 40. 60 percentage
points by 2060,

“That Is & very significant increase,
and implics [that] reforms that sddress
ageing pressures or other fiscal reforms
would likely be needed if government
debt is to remain sustainable,” he said.

S& sald in January that about half of
the world’s kargest economies would
be downgraded o junk by 2060, up
from around a third, if measures were
mot taken to case the costs of ageing

lations.

It estimated that, in the absence of
reforms to ageing-related fiscal policies,

Penguin sues Florida school district for
banning books on race, sex and gender

ANDREW JACK — HEW YORK

Penguin Random Houase is suing a Flor-
il school district for banning several
of its books, in the latest pushback by
companies and organisations against
“amil-woke” action by US political
oonservatives.

The publisher joined forces with Pen
America and a groupod affected authors
after it claimed the Escambia County
School Board “unlawfully removes or
restricts access to books about race, rac
Ism and LGETQH identities”,

The district, which borders Alabama,
withdrew books including works by
Penguin authors Tonl Morrison, Kart
Vonnegut and Khaled Hosseinl.

Penguin's action follows a series of liti-
gations after politicians led by Ron
DeSantis, Florida's Republican governor
and probable contender in the 2024 US

presidential race, endorsed measures
constraining tesching in schools and
colleges, and limiting broader efforts,
inchading among employers, to support
diversity.

Walt Disney has become the most
prominent iom to sue the state
of Florida, claiming that its retaliation
for its stance on DeSantis's “Don't Say
Gay” law violated its constitutional
righte. Free speech organisations,
including Fire and Pen America, have
alsn sought injunctions against a range
of recent legislation in Florida and other
USstales.

Penguin, which is requesting restora-
thon of the books to lbraries plus costs,
sald the litigation was the first such
action it had undertaken.

Hut, in co-operation with Pen Amer-
fea, it is exploring actions in other states
that have taken similar measures.

“Books have the capacity to change
lives for the better and students in par-
ticular deserve equitable access Lo a
wide range of perspective,” said Nihar
Malaviya, Penguins chiel executive.
“Censorship, in the form of book bans
like those enacted by Escambia County,
are & direct threat to demiooracy and our
constitutional rights™

Suzanne Nosscl, chicf executive of
Pen America, sald: “In Escambia
County, stale censors are spiriting boaks
off shelves in a deliberate attempt to
silence pluralism and diversity. In a
nation built on free speech, this cannot
stand ®

Since Jamuary 2021, her organisation
has tracked 306 “oducational gag order
bills" introduced in 45 US states, while
22 have bevome law in 16 states. It has
bdentified 4,000 individual bans from
July 2021 to December 2022
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the typical government would run adef-
icit of 9.1 per cent of GDF by 2060, a
huge increase from 2.4 per centin 3025,

S&F also forecast that pension costs
would rise an average of 4.5 peroentage
points of GDP by 2060, reaching 9.5 per
cent, albelt with a large vartation among
countries. The rating agency projected
that between 2022 and 2060, healthcare
spending would rise by 2.7 percentage
pointsof GDP for the median country.

“The longer governments defer
action, then the more painful that
action will be,” sakd Parker.

Analysts say that central and south-
ern European countries have among the
worst demographic profiles worldwide,
while singling out Germany, whose pop-
ulation is ageing at one of the fastest
ratesin the world,

Briefing

= UBS calculates lower gail
hmﬁndil&l‘hﬁefhﬂf‘m
The Swiss lender has sabd it will
make a nearly $35bn accounting
gain from the takcover of its rival,
less than some had calculated, in
a U5 filing.— PAGE & LEX. PAGE 18

» Ecuador in snap election
President Guillermo Lasso has

fired a close abde over a nepotism
scandad that has hurt his Green
party and dealt 2 blow to its
environmental agenda.— FasE 7

‘technical recession omn the back of
a pecovery in household spending
and tourism although exports
remain a weak point.— page &

= Sunak in China U-turn
‘The UK prime minister has
backiracked on his pledge o ban
Confucins Institutes from
‘perating in Britain to ease
relations with Beijing.— rage 3

= VW enters Huawei talles
The German carmaker ks in
discussions with the Chinese
group and others on the use of its

techmobogy despile a western
push tocut China links.— pace u

Ozone hole shrinks
Annusl maximum and mean
Antarctic azone hole area (mn km')

Sines pactu such s Tha Moniras! Prosecsl
ere agreind oo phasi g pul erene:
doplatiog utntamein, M alms pretic
lavials harve bean faling. As & result, fha
sine of The hole In B czone liyer has
D dereasing i eCent years.
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Ukrainian troops of the 28th Mechanized Brigade on the outskirts of the eastern city of Bakhmut, where territory has been retaken.

MILESTONE VOTE
IN PHILADELPHIA

A Woman Wins in a City
in Need of a Boost

By CAMPBELL ROBERTSON

PHILADELPHIA — The after-
noon before Election Day, Jenni-
fer Robinson, 41, was rying to
manage her two small children in
the quiet cormer of a public library
in a pocker of her city that had en-
dured generations of abandon-
meni. She was despondent about
the state of Philadelphia, most of
all about the crime, bue she talked
about the mayoral primary as if it
had little bearing on any of it.

“Mobody has any answers,” Ms.
Robinson said, shifting her rest-
less  1l-month-old from arm o
arm. “It's a feeling of hopeless-
ness"

This is the y that Cherelle
Parker will be leading as mayor if
she wins the general election in
November, and these are the sen-
timents she will be trying to turn
around. On Tuesday, Ms. Parker, a
former swate legislator and City
Council member, secured a sur-
prisingly decisive victory in a
Democratic primary that had
been seen as a tight five-way race
up until Election Day.

The huge number of undecid-
eds in the last polls appear 1o have
broken heavily for Ms. Parker, 50,
the only Black candidate of the
five main contenders hoping to
lead a city where Black people
make up more than 40 percent of
the population and where the
Black neighborhoods have been
especially hard hit by gun wio-
lence and Cowvid.

If she wins the general election,
which she favored to do given
that registered Democrats out-
number Republicans in Philadel-
phia more than seven to one, Ms.
Parker will be the first woman ina
lime of 100 mayors.

That list of men goes back cen-
wuries, before the city had estab-
lished itself as the cradle of Ameri-
can independence, and long be-
Fore President Biden came to In-
dependence Hall last Seprember
to warn the nation about threats to
democracy.

For Philadelphia, Ms. Parker's
primary victory is a sign of how
the city has changed in just the
last half-century. For most of the
18705, the mayvor was Frank Rizzo,
a former police commissioner
who embraced brutal police tac-

Continued on Page AlG

Uneasy Questions for Chokehold Witnesses

By CHELSIA ROSE MARCIUS
As Jordan Meely struggled o
free himself from a chokehold in
the Mew York City subway earlier
this month, there were the pas-
sengers who pinned him down
and the passengers who watched.
Two men helped restrain Mo
MNeely while Daniel Penny, an ex-
Marine, held him on the floor of an
F train that had stopped in a Man-
haman station, a four-minute vid-
en of the May 1 episode shows,
Around 10 passengers observed
the three holding down M Neely,
30, who slipped into unconscious-
ness. A woman tried to walk
around the cluster of people on the
floor, but seeing Mr. Neely flail his
legs, she bit her lip and stepped
back, the video shows. Another

Subway Riders Had No
Legal Duty to Step In
to Avert a Death

woman  typed on  her phone,
looked at Mr. Neely, then glanoed
out the subway doors. One man
stepped into the train and told Mr.
Penny, “You're going to Kill him.”
He was not seen to phy: Iy in-
tervene.

MNor, under New York law, did he
have o

Mationally, the killing of Mr
MNeely, who the pol said had
been acting in a "hostile and errat-
ic manner,” has set off a broad po-
litical debate: Many Democrats

called for Mr Penny's arrest,
while conservative political fig-
wres called him a hero. Supporters
have donated almost $2.5 million
for his defense.

But in New York, one of the na-
tion's most densely populated cit-
ies, the death has prompted con-
wversation about what moral duty
onlookers have toone andother and
wx the most trowbled people
among them.

The legal standard is clear: No
LLS. si
ian strangers to physicall
vene when they see an adult in
danger, though some impose a
duty o report wrongdoing  and
two set an ambiguous standard of
rendering assistance. The value of
such legislation has hbeen debated
for years, according vo people who

Continwed on Page A21

For Gen Z, Playing Influencer Comes

By SAPNA MAHESHWARI

Rachel Aaron, a 24-year-old
who works in public relations in
New York, recently dressed up for
a work event at Bloomingdale's.
In the era of “get ready with me™
videos on TikTok, it was a golden
OPPOrtUnity to create content.

Ms. Aaron, who has just 3,300
followers on TikTok, filmed her-
self chatting to the camera while
selecting a black Skims dress, a
blazer and a belt. Her post gar-
mered a few hundred views and
some favorable comments like
“Slay mamas.”

Ms. Aaron is not a major Soc
media star, nor is she a celeb
Ar beast not ver. But she is partofa
generation that is increasingly
posting on social media in the
manner of professional influenc-
ers: sharing daily routines, pitch-
ing or unboxing products, mod-
eling clothing and advertising
personal  Amazon  storefronts.
These videos are often viewed as
cool and entrepreneurial by peers
(and sometimes by bemused par-
ents). They can also lead o free
stuff and extra cash.

Ms. Aaron lists an email for
hrand inquiries on her TikTok pro-
file and a link o her page on Link-
tree, a site that gathers her com-
mercial affiliations int one place
as a way o signal r clout as a
tastemnaker. Among the links is
her Poshmark page, where she re-
sells her clothing.

‘s more generally accepred
among people my age to speak v
Continued on Page A 20
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Rachel Aaron, 24, shares product recommendations on TikTok.

Small Advance
Kindles Hopes
For Kyiv Forces

Mouve Puts Russia on [ts
Heels Near Bakhmut

By MARC SANTORA

DONBAS REGION, Ukraine —
Russian forces spent nearly a
year carving a path of devastation
and death in their bid v surround
the city of Bakhmut eAstern
Ukraine, and by March it seemed
they were close to sucoeeding.

“The pincers are closing”™ said
Yevgeny Prigozhin, the founder of
the Wagner mercenary group that
spearheaded  Russia’s  bloody
drive,

He was wrong. The pincers
never closed, and now Ukrainian
forces have pried them farther
open, taking back territory north
and south of the ruined city in a
few days that it took the Russians
many weeks to capture.

Moscow's troops still hold moss
of Bakhmut itsell, Ukraines re-
cent gains around the city are not
large and there is No guarantee
that they will last. But for the first
time in months, Ukrainian sol-
diers are on the offensive and the
momentium in the longest and
hloodiest battle of the war appears
to have shifeed their way — at
least for now.

Continued Ukrainian advances
would reverse the situation of a
few months ago, putting the Rus-
sians inside Bakhmut at risk of be-
ing surrounded and trapped, and
would demonstrare that the deep,
fortified lines the Russians hawve

built across Ukraine can be
breached.
Success around Bakhmut

would also provide a major morabe
boost for Ukraine and a serious
blow to Russia, denying it the only
military achievement that for
months had seemed within its
grasp.

The possible reversal of for-
tunes comes as Ukraine is prepar-
ing to mount a broader counterof-
fensive, aiming for a dramatic
breakthrough in a war that has
settled into a grueling slugfest,
with much blood spilled bt itthe
ground gained. While the dynam-
ics around Bakhmut are some-
what specific o that banle,
Ukrainian commanders say they
hope to buikd on the lessons
learned there when they try to at-
tack in other places along the 600-
mile front line.

“When you retreat it is very dif-
ficult to stop,” said Col Andriy

Biletsky, the commander of
Ukraines 3rd Assault Brigade,
whose soldiers made the firss

breakthrough of the Russian lines
last week. “When you want o ad-
vance, it is very difficult to start.™

He cautioned that he was wait-
ing to see if "there is a chain of
five, six, seven wvictories” before
assessing the state of the fighting,
bt he was hopeful.

“We can say that the phase of
blind defense near Bakhmut has
passed and now at least there will

Continued on Page AT

UKRAINE'S ALLIES
SPAR OVER A PUSH
TO SEND F-16 JETS

LS. REBUFFING EUROPE

Americans Doubt Need,
but They've Relented
on Other Weapons

By LARA JAKES
and ERIC SCHMITT

ROME — A fresh push by Brit-
ain and the MNetherlands to pro-
wvide Ukraine with F-16 fighter
planes has exposed the latest fault
line among Western allies who
have wrangled repeatedly over
sending powerful weapons of war,
once again pitting a reluctant
United States against some of its
closest European partners.

Several European allies are
prepared to give their F-16s to
Ukraine. But the Biden adminis-
tration, which must approve any
transfers of the American-made
planes, remains unconvinced that
Ukraine needs the expensive jets,
which are a of many mod-
ern military arsenals.

So deep is Washington's skepti-
cism that Kyivs pilots are cur-
rently not even allowed to train on
the F-16s that are owned by Euro-

SIESE VEENSTRASSFP. — GETTY [MACES

The Dutch need U.S. approval
to provide Ukraine with F-16s.

pean states, according to a senior
Ukrainian official who spoke on
condition of anonymity to frankly
discuss the sensitive diplomartic
issue.

American reluctance o allow
training would severely limit a
proposed new European coalition
to help Ukraine obtain and fly
F-165 — whether in the current
conflict or to protect against any
furure aggressions by Moscow af-
ter the West turms its focus from
the 15-month war,

“What's really important here
is vo signal to Russia that we as na-
thons have no philesophical or
principled objection to supplying
Ukraine capabilities that it needs,
depending on what is going on in
the battlefield” the British de-
fense minister, Ben Wallace, said
on Wednesday in Berlin. He add-
ed: “This isup to the White House
to decide whether it wants to re-
lease that technology:"”

Continued on Page A&

Harry, Meghan and the Frenzy
That Follows Their Every Move

This article is by Chelsic Rose
Marcius, Mark Landler, Hurubie
Meko and Michael M. Grynbausm,

The statement was alarmuing,
unmistakably evocative of the car
chase that killed Princess Diana
26 years ago: Prince Harry and
his wife, Meghan, had been “in-
volved in a near catastrophic car
chase at the hands of a ring of
highly aggressive paparazzi” ac-
cording to an unnamed spokes-
person for the eouple.

That story, of a chaotic and dan-
gerous pursuit through Midwown
Manhattan on Tuesday night, rico-
cheted all over the world on
Wednesday momming, making
headlines on both sides of the At-
lantic. CNN, which like Sky News

and outlets all over the world pro-
wvided minute-by-minue updates,
reported that a member of the
couple’s security team said the
episode “could have been fatal.”

But as more details emerged on
Wednesday from the accounts of
the police and a waxi driver who
was briefly involved, the picture
became more complicated.

It illustrared any number of is-
sues surrounding the Duke and
Duchess of Sussex: their incan-
descent fame and the news me-
dias endless appetite for stories
about them; their frosey relation-
ship with the Crown and their
fight for a royal security detadl;
and their determination to avoid
the paparazzis kenses, surely in-

Continued on Page A20
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Abortion Pill Access in Doubt
A federal appeals coun appeared pre
pared to curtail the availability of a

PAGE Al7

common abortion medication.

New York's Crumbling Garages
A fatal collapse last month raised ques-
tions about the state of the city’'s many

aging parking structures,

PAGE AlB

INTERMATIONAL A4.9

emberzlement charges.

Ecuador Congress Dissolved

- President Guillermo Lasso disbanded
the Mational Assembly as the opposi-
on-led body was trying to oust him on

A Hidden Anti-Gay Bias

Japan is under pressure to show great-
er support for equality, but a religious
group is pushing the other way. PAGE AB

BUSINESS B1-5

PAGE A7

Buyers Eager for Electric Vans
Passenger cars dominate the E-V. mar-
ket as production problems slow the
transition to electric by large commer-
cial fleets and small operanors.  PAGE Bl

Lawsuit Filed Over Book Ban
A Florida school district is accused of
violating the First Amendment and the
equal protection clause.

ARTS C1.6

PAGE BS

OBITUARIES B11-12

ween Parade, He was 87,

Father of Fantastical Puppets
Ralph Lee was also the creator of a
MNew York tradition, the Village Hallo-

SPORTS BE-10

PAGE Bl2

Megro Leagues History |
Hinchliffe Stadium in Paterson, N.J., will
begin its new life as a minor league park
and a Negro Eagues museum.

ATiE

PAGE BS

Life After ‘Succession’

The longtinee actor Alan Ruck, who
plays Connor Roy in the HBO series,
reflects on embodying a creep. PAGE CI

Brooklyn’s Batcave Reborn

A cavernous hall once known as a can-
was for graffiti artists is reopening as a
PAGE CI

$130 million art (actory.

THURSDAY STYLES D1.6

Earmuffs as Fashion Staple
Aliyah Bah, 20, cultivated her quirky
aesthetic online. Now Lizzo is one of her
three million ardent followers. PAGE DS

Decluttering Like a Star
The actress Chloé Sevigny held a sale of

clothing from her closet. Hopeful shop-
pers lined up around the block. PAG)

OPINION Az2.23
Gail Collins
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Deal could
stanch the
Colorado
River crisis

Three key states would
curb water use for over
%1 billion in federal funds

BY JosHua ParRTLOW

After nearly a vear wrestling
awver the fate of their water supply,
California, Arizonaand Nevada —
the three key states in the Colora-
do River's current erisis — have
ooalesced around a plan to volun-
tarily conserye 4 mijor portion of
their river water in exchange for
maore than $1 billon in federal
funds, according to peophe famil-
iar with the negotiations.

The consensus emerging
among these states and the Biden
administration aims Lo conserve
ahouat 13 percent of their alloca-
tion of river water over the next
three years and protect the na-
ton's largest reservolrs, which
provide drinking water and hy-

ower for tens of millions of
people.

But thormy issues remain that
could complicate a deal. The par-
ties are trying to work through
them before a key deadline at the
end of the month, aceording to
several current and former state
and federal officials familiar with
the situation.

Participants are discussing
cutting back about 3 million aere-
feet of water over the next three
vears, the majority of it paid for
with federal money approved in
the Inflation Reduction Act. But
the parties are still negotiating
how much of those water savings
will go uncompensated. In meet-
ings over the past momnth, repre-
sentatives for the three states,
which form the river's Lower Ba-
sin, have also raized doubts about
the federal governments envi-
ronmental review process that is
mow underway to formally revise
the rules that govern operations
at Lake Powell and Lake Mead.

State officials have sugpested
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In Ukraine, erasing Russia’s imprint

Democracy Dies in Darkness

A ST PARIES PICTUNES PO THE WASHIMGTON POST

A pedestrian in Kyiv takes a photo of a vandalized statue of 19th-century writer Alexander Pushkin, one of
Russia’s greatest poets. Across Ukraine, officials and activists are taking down monuments, place names and
other symbols of the Soviet and czarist eras, “I'll be satisfied when evervthing is removed,” said one. Story, A12

Long-idle 1873 law finds

BY Dan DrasmonNn
AND ANN E. MARIMOW

The future of abortion access in
the United States may soon de-
pend on how courts interpret a
150-year-odd law that hadn't heen
applied for nearly a century — and
whose author originally intended
for some abortions to remain le-
al
The 1873 Comstock Act, the sig-
nature work of an anti-vice cru-
sader who sought to impose his
moral and legal rubric on the na-
tion, banned the mailing of “inde-
cent”™ materials such as pornogra-

Comstock Act is being
wielded against FDA
approval of mifepristone

phy and sex toys but also included
provisions limiting accessto abor-
tion and contraception drugs sent
by madil.

The law and similar efforts
helped reshape American society
before being steadily whintled
down by Congress and the courts,
particularly after Boe o Wode in-

stituted a national right to abor-
tion in 1973, The law’s namesake,
Anthony Comstock, alsoexpressly
supported  doctors  performing
some abortions, according to an
interview he gave hefore his death
that was reviewed by The Wash-
ington Post.

Mow, the Comstock Act, which
most experts say was rendered
obsolete decades ago, is being
used — some =ay inaccurately —to
place further restrictions on abor-
tion drugs after the Supreme
Court overturned Roe last year
The fight this week moved hack to
the TLE. Court of Appeals for the
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[ have nothing. ... Everything was there.
How one family escaped the war in Sudan — and what they carried with them

[P—

BY SronHAN OFGRADY
AnD HEBA FAROUE MAHFOUZ

ASWAN, EGYPT — The family of
four packed their bags guickly
There was only room for essen-
tials.

The mather, Sheraz Himad, a
dentist, hid her gold jewelry in a
package of menstrual pads and
handed their house key to a neigh-
bor — not knowing if, or when,
they might be back.

It was early on the morning of
April 23 in the Sudanese capital of
Ehartoum. After a week of heavy
fighting between rival military
forces, foreign nations were rush-
ing to evacuate their citizens and
diplomats. Sudanese were left to
fend for themselves.

As Sheraz, 40, and her hus-
hand, Yasir Sami, 50, a university
professor, rushed to the bus sta-
tion with their two young sons,
fighter jets pounded the cine

Behind them was the only
home their children had ever

SEE SUDAN 0N Al

Civilians: Factions target doctors,
activists amid broken pledges. Al4

INTHE NEW

‘ot [AAB FOR THE WASHINGTON FOST

Ammar Satti, 12, and Abdelrahman Satti, 9, at their hotel in Aswan, Egypl, along the banks of the
Wile. Thonsands of Sndanese have made their way to the Egyptian border over the past month.

traction in abortion case

Sth Circuit, which is reviewing a
muling from a federal judge in
Texas that would suspend access
to the abortion pill mifepristone.
It’s also part of a mounting legal
effort by activists and some Re-
publican officials to invoke the
long-forgotten law to potentially
ban all abortions nationwide.

“If a future president were to
enforce these federal statutes,
then they could shut down every
abortion facility in America” said

SEE ABORTION ON Al

Pill access: Appeals court appears
likely to restrict abortion drug. A18

Overdose preventlion cente
are opposed despite sue

Worries that supervised
sites encourage drug use
make them a tough sell

BY DaAviD OVALLE

Bhode Island officials recently
announeed the proposed loca-
tion of a place where people
could safely use illegal drugs
under the watch of staff trained
to reverse overdoses — only the
second such program in the Unit-
ed States. Visitors would also be
able to get meals and showers,
test their own drugs for deadly
substances, get HIV and hepatitis
C testing, and access support
groups and addiction treatment.

Wi know people’s lives are
going to be saved,” said Colleen
Daley Ndoye, executive director
of Project Weber/Renew, the
nonprofit tasked with manning
the Providence site slated to open
Xt year

But in Pennsylvania, where

| another nonprofit with similar

MAY 18, 2023 - $3

Test of
nerves
on debt
ceiling

PRESSURE ON BIDEN
TO BYPASS GOpP

HURSDAY,

14th Amendment, olher.
solo steps dain support

BY JON WAGNER,
MarianNa SOTOMAYOR
AND JEFF STEIN

Top aides to President Biden
and House Speaker Eevin Mce-
Carthy (R-Calif.) continued nego-
tiating directly over the
celling and the federal budget
Wednesday, but Democrats in
‘both chambers of Congress start-
ed pushing for unilateral options
that could head off a catastrophic
defanlt without the need for talks
with Republicans, a sign of grow-
ing anxicty among liberal law-
makers over the contours of a
passible deal.

Even as Biden and MeCarthy
expressed some optimism about
resolving the debt ceiling stand-
off before the deadline — which
could be as soon as June 1 —
efforts were underway on Capitol
Hill to put together altermative
plans.

Some Senate Democrats were
circulating a ketber urging Biden
to prepare to  invoke the
14th Amendment to resolve the
debt ceiling standoff without in-
wolving Congress, according to a
copy obtained by The Washing-
ton Post ahead of its release.
Meanwhile, House Democrats
started to collect signatures for a
discharge petition to move legis-
lation that would raise the debt
celling without any other palicy
changes, a long-shot procedural
move aimed at bypassing the
chamber's Republican leaders.

The Senate letter, signed by
five senators as of late Wednes-
day afternoon, reflects growing

SEE DEBT CEILING O A8

SS

aspirations iz mired in litigation,
the state Senate overwhelmingly
wioted May 1 to ban such centers,
sometimes called supervised in-
jection sites. The vote came six
days after Colorads lawmakers
killed a bill in committee that
would have anthorized the sites
in that state,

“We need to prioritize sobriety,
not just allow addiction to con-
tinue and spiral,” said Pennsylva-
nia state Sen. Christine Tartagli-
one, a Fhiladelphia Demaocrat,
whao introduced the bill and rep-
resents parts of the neighbor-
hood of Kensington, the epicen-
ter of the city's opioid epidemis,

The contrasting approaches
reflect the wariness of overdose
prevention sites in the United
States despite the staggering loss
of life feom dmg deaths. Addic-
tion experts amd others regard
the facilities as ways to reach
people who use drugs where they
are — and keep them alive —
despite questions about the sites'

SEE OVERDOSE 0N Ad

The tall: More than 100,000
overdose deaths st year. A3
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sia's claims that it had breached network of
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Second-guessing With Kemal Kilicdaroglu,

abave, trai

1 in Turkey's presidential race,

the opposition fears it has misread voters, Al

THE NATION general report sabd she
MNew York police and o abused her power to in-
cabdriver reconmted fluence an election. 4
Prizce Harry and

Meghan's pursuit by
“highly aggressive
paparazzi.” A2
Loved ones of victims
in the 2017 terrorist at-
ek om . MNew York bike
parth spoke in court as
the man responsible
was sentenced to life in

EBachael Bollins, the
top federal prosecutor in
Massachusetts, will re-
sign after an inspector

THE CLIMATE

Small farm operations
and backyard gardeners
can make planting deci-
skons that deliver more
environmental bang for
the back, Michacl J.
Coren writes. AS

The EPA would oversee
more of the nation’s coal
waste dunps, which can
harbor chemicals associ-
ated with cancer, under
a new proposal, A7

destroyed one of the
Western-donated Patri-
ot air defense systems.
and a U.S. official said
one was damaged but
still operational. a1
Ecuadoran President

lerme Lasso, on the

legislature. As

THE ECONOMY

The power grid is in
rough shape heading
imto what could be an
especially hot summer,
LS, regulators said, A1

Metrn, which was re-
peatedly warned about
security concerns, a re-
port revealed. Bl
The Capitol Police
chief wants to beefup
resaroes aroamd the
wountry to address secu-
rity gaps for members of
Congress. B
Arianna Davis, the
10-year-old girl hit by
stray gunfire while trav-
}

of her injuries, accord-
img to D.C. police. B
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The actor at the center of
sansational trial last year
gats a warm welcome. C1
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ANALYSIS

Standoff
threatens
foreign
relations

Biden's diplomatic

efforts in Pacific are
cut short amid GOP
threat on debt limit.

By COURTNEY
BUBRAMANIAN

WASHINGTON — Pres
dent Biden will arrive at the
Group of T summit in Hiro-
shima, Japan, on Thursday
with a substantial to-do list:
Reassure Western allies of
U.5. commitments in the
Indo-Pacific region while
calling for economic unity
against China and Russia.

But political dysfunction
at home was und
Biden's foreign p«
da even before Air Force One
took off from the U.S. on
Wednesday moming. On
Tuesday he scrapped plans
to visit Papua New Guinea
and Australia next week,
and will instead return to
Washington this weekend
for ongoing debt Hmit nego-
tiations with congressional
Republicans,

Biden scrubbed the last
leg of the trip after talks
with House Speaker Hevin
MeCarthy and other con-
gressional leaders failed to
¥ield a deal to raise the gowv-
ernment’'s debt ceiling and
avold a default that could
roil markets, choke off the
flow of capital and trigger a
global financial crisis. The
Treasury Department has
warned that the government
could run out of cash for the
first time as soon as June 1.

“The entire credibility of
this country ... our leader-
ship in every capacity would
be affected by a default”
warned Chuck Hagel, a for-
mer Republican senator
from Mebraska who was De-
fense secretary under Presi-
dent Obama. “Especially at
a time when China is chal-
lenging America as the pr
eminent power in the world.”

House Republicans have
refused Lo ralse the debt lim-
it — aonece perfunctory prac-
tice that has devolved into a
political fight in recent years
— unless the White House
agrees to budget cuts. Biden
hasbeen firm that the two is-
sues are separate. He has
said he is happy to negotiate
on budget cuts going for-
ward. but has insisted that it
is Congress’ responsibility to

[See Analysis, All]
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TARGETING HIS AGENDA

Gov. Ron DeSantis throws a pen to supporters at an evangelical Christian school in Lighthouse Point,
Fla., on Tuesday. He signed several anti-LGBTQ+ bills into law on Wednesday. maTionN, as
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At UC Berkeley, spreading
the gospel of data science

care.

abed.

Mantxxa SLoss -

STUDENTS walk on the UC Berkeley campus in Novemnber.

“We want to expand access to computing and
the possibilities of how people can learn these
skills that will get them a better job.”

— Eric Van DuseEN, datasciences faculty member

By TERE

Campus aims to increase
access to high-demand and
high-paying field with a new
college and free curriculum.

A WATANABE

They comb through troves of legal
records and video i
lenge wrongful convictions. They or-
ganize medical data to help person-
alize health treatments for better
They
seores to investigate inequities. Find-
ing safe drinking water
thanks to an analysis tool they cre-

scrutinize school test

is easier

UC Berkeley's faculty and stu-
dents are marshaling the vast power
of data s
to address tough problems.
the university is set to accelerate
those efforts with a new college, its
first in more than 50 years — and is

nee acress myriad fields
And now

providing free curriculum to help
spread the gospel of data science to

California community colleges, Cali-

[See UC Berkeley, A14]
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Newsom, lawmakers
need clearer stance
on reparations issue

GEORGE SKELTON
TN SACTRAMENTO s

e
Grow. Gavin { %

e pmilpy
5 J J -

il soon

yohr s 4=
sweeping set of £
recommended s
reparations for African
Americans whose ancestors
suffered economically from
slavery and racial discrimi-
nation. Thenwhat?

Then the governor and
lawmakers will need to
emerge from cover, face the
public and devise a better
response than we've been
hearing: “I'm waiting for the
final report of recommenda-
tions."

The report will be sent to
the state Capitol by July 1.
That’s the deadline for the
California Reparations
Task Foroce — ¢ Led by
Newsom and le
to finish its two years of
often-acrimonious work.

This will be a tough one
for every politician and
policvmaker who tries to
create a balance between
providing some realistic
semblance of justice with-
out breaking the state bank.

And there'll be some who
just flat-out think that
major reparations are un-
reasonable but hesitate to
say it publicly,

“I'ma hard ‘no,’ ~one
influential Sacramento
Democral told me. When
asked whether I could quote
him. he responded: “Oh,
sure, and then I'll be called a
big racist and get all kinds of
crap.”

It wasn't so much the
cash reparations that
bothered this personbut a
long wish list of other pre-
liminary recommendations,
such as enactment of a
single-payer healthcare
system that has been re-
Jjected twice by the Legisla-
ture,

One person willing to
speak on the record was
Demoeratic political con-
sultant Stewve Maviglio, a
veteran Capitol operative.

“Democrats need to
tread carefully on this one,™
he told me. “There needs to
be an aggressive education-
al component about the
recommendations to over-
come voter skepticism that
has been reflected in polling
so far"

There hasnt been a

[See Skelton, AT]

DAVID BROWN denies al] thc- allegations against hlm

stinm by JiM COOKE Loz Ange

ograph courtesy of I —

I'm not some bad guy.’

Fraud claims dog a maker
of Hollywood ‘dreams’

Suits, judgments pile up for producer David Brown

By Noan GOLDBERG

Bennetl LeBarrewas ina
rush.

He had been brought on
toa David Duchoviy project
as the line producer and
needed a production aec-
countant guickly.

In August 2022, he hired
David Brown, who had
reached out to him on previ-
ous projects. Brown, charm-

ing and confident, under-
stood budgets, cash flow
and union protocols, accond-
ingto LeBarre,

LeBarre thought every-
thing had gone smoothly af-
ter shooting wrapped Ffor the
film, “Bucky Frcking Dent,™
about a sonwho fakes a Bos-
ton Red Sox winning strealk
for his ill father. Soon after,
however, he began receiving
complaints about crew and
background actors not be-

ing paid.

The production, it turned
out, was over budget, and
hundreds of thousands of
dollars had been “stolen” by
Brown, according to a law-
suit Almmakers Aled against
Brown in Los Angeles last
month.

“He truly sets the house
on fire and walks away.,”
LeBarre said.

Over the last M years,

[Ses Producer, AS]

mes

latimes.com

LEAD IN
WATER
AT MANY
DAY-CARE
CENTERS

Testing reveals
dangcr(:us levels at
25% of licensed
facilities in California.

By DoranNy PINEDA

In test results that sug-
gest thousands of California
infants, toddlers and chil-
dren continue to be exposed
to brain-damaging lead.,
data released by the state
Department of Social
Services have revealed that
1in 4 of the state’s child-care
snters have dangerously
high levels of the metal in
their drinking water.

Lead., a potent neuro-
toxin that poses a particu-
larly grawve threat to chil-
dren, was discovered in the
water systems of nearly 1,700
child-care centers licensed
by the state, The highest re-
sults came from a facility in
San DMego that recorded
11,300 parts per billion at the
time of testing — well above
the state’s limit of 5 ppb in
child-care centers. One ppb
is the equivalent of one drop
of contaminant in 500 bar-
rels of water.

“These findings show
that California children who
are spending the majority of
their hours in licensed care
are consuming water that
has very high levels of lead,
and this is very concerning.”
said Susan Little, senior ad-
wvocate for California govern-
ment affairs for the nonprof-
it Environmental Working
Group.

The results mark the first
time in state history that
child-care facilities have
been required to test for
lead. Of the 6.866 facilities
whose test results have been
disclosed, eight sites ex-
ceeded the 5-ppb limit by 200
times, T6 surpassed it by 20
times, and 183 by 10 times.
Some L6590 locations tested
below the state's threshold
of 5 pph.

Experts say that even at
low levels, lead can lower a
child’s I, impair devel-
opment and hearing, con-
tribute to learning and be-
havior problems, and dam-
age brains and nervous sys-
tems. Lead in drinking water
cannot be Seen or tasted.

“Not only are we seeing
wvery clear evidence that
there is & problem in our
child re centers and in dif-
ferent care settings, but that
thisisreally the tipof the ice-
berg,” Little said.

“Parents and decision
makers really need to pay at-
tention to these findings,
and we need to step up and
try to make sure the water
children are drinking at
these centers and elsewhere
is free oflead.”

Beveral child-care cen-

[See Lead, Al4]

Justices OK ban
Supreme Court allows
Ilinois to bar sale of
some assault firearms
amid 2nd Amendment
appeal NATION, AT

County leaders
decry 1943 riot
Board of Supervisors
condemns the racist
avtacks on minority
souths who wore zoot
SUits. CALIFORNIA, Bl

Restaurant fee
investigation
Workers at high-pro-
file eateries say they
didn’t get their share
of a 5% charge added
ta bills. BUSINESS, Al0
Weather

Morning clouds.

L.A. Basin: 76/69. B6
Printed with soy nks on
partially recyeled paper. e‘;
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nueva vork Enrique y Meghan denuncian
una persecucion de fotografos

cine Almoddvar rodara en EE UU
su primer largo en inglés ez

La ONU avisa de temperaturas
en “limites desconocidos”

La crisis climatica y un nuevo episodio del fendmeno ‘El Nifio” arrojan un
98% de probabilidades de que se batan los récords de calor en cinco anos

MANUEL PLANELLES, Madrid
La Organizacién Meteorolégica
Mundial (OMM) advirtié ayer de
que las emperaturas del planeta
se elevardn “hasta limites desco-
nocidos™ por el efecto combinado
del cambio climatico y €l nuevo
episodio de El Nifio, el fenémeno

que caldeazonas del océano Paci-  seguridad alimentaria, la gestion
fico. “Esto tendri repercusiones  del agua y el medioambiente. Te-

de gran alcance parm la salud, la

nemos que estar preparados”,

Veto al proyecto turistico junto a Dofiana
por la sequia y el suelo inundable 24

amincid ¢l organ ismo de pendien-
te de la ONU. El afio mis célido
desde que hay registros fue 2016,
cuando hubo un episodio intenso
de El Nifio. La OMM calcula un
98% de probabilidades de que el
récord se supere en los préximos

cinco afios. Biases 26

mmmmumwummmhumm;mmmum

Un City abrumador
despide al Madrid

Los de Guardiola golean (4-0) y jugaran
la final de la Champions contra el Inter

JOSE SAMAND

Un Manchester City abrumador;,
absolutista, aped a un Real Ma-
drid cenagoso, momificado, de la
de Europa Rodri liderd a los
dtizen y Bernardo Silva fue un tor-
mento, autor de dos goles antes
del descanso. Fl equipo de Pep
Guardiola no se parecio al de la
ida, cuando se limieh a trastear
con la pelota, y se mostnd con -

nelaje, agudo. Bl Gty iba y venia;
el Madrid estaba en cualquier si-
o menos en Minchester. Mostrd
miis mondida en el segundo acto,
pero no tenia carrete. Un remate
de Akanji rebotd en Militao y pu-
so distancia; Juliin Alvarez sen-
tencid en el dempo afiadida El
equipo inglés se medird al Inter
de Milin en la final de Estambul
el 10 de junio. Blamas 3234

Feijoo zanja el

debate en el PP
v no cree viable
la ilegalizacion
de Bildu

La Fiscalia descarta
intervenir contra las
listas con exetarras

E G. DE BLAS / J. 1. GALVEZ, Madrid
El presidente del PP, Alberto Ni-
fiez Feij6o, busca zanjar el deba-
& sobre la ilegalizacion de EH
Bildu —alentado por Isabel Diaz
Ayuso y por Vox— ponque consi-
dera que no es viable legalmen-
te. El equipo juridico del partido
ha analizado esta cuestion y ha
concluido que “no hay férmula”.
La Fiscalia de la Audiencia Na-
cional descartd ayer intervenir
contra las candidaturas que In-
cluyen a exetarras. Paguas 34 v 15

La compra de
viviendas frena
en seco por la
subida de tipos

S LOPEZ LETON # J. L ARANDA
Madrid

Las siete subidas de los tipos de
intéres decididas por el Banco
Central Europeo (BCE) desde ju-
lio han frenado la compra de vi-
viendas y lafirma de hipotecas en
Espafia Las previsiones de distin-
tas organizaciones apuntan a que
las compravenias de pisos caerdn
este afio hasta un 30%. La lista de
quienes buscan una vivienda, pe-
ro ya no pueden pagarla, se am-
plia con el euribor cerca del 4%,
cuando hace un afio estaba por
debajo del 0.3%. P 38
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5
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Leer sin limites

es comprender las leyes
que impactan en

la educacion de tus hijos

EL PAIS

El presidente de
Ecuador disuelve
el Parlamento
antes de que vote
su destitucion

CAROLINA MELLA, Guayaqul
El presidente de Ecuador, Gui-
llermo Lasso, tomd ayer una de-
cisitn dristica para frenar el jui-
cio politico contra él en la Asam-
blea Nacional Por primera vez
en la historia del pais, el presi-
dente decretd la disolucion del
Parlamento, lo que obliga a ade-
lantar las elecciones presiden-
ciales y legislativas. Pigaus2y3



: s
arln ) Jueves 18.5.2023
- BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA - PRECIC: § 350,00

RO
Julidn Alvarez e ._ ~/™Wghitarroni,el escritor dela

5 minutos, 1gol y finali

erudiciony la generosidad

Destacado critico, autory editor,

El Arafia cerrd el 4-0 del City, que destron@- eal murié ayer a los 64 afios. s

Madrid y definira la Champions frente al Inter. a0

Tema del dia » El oficialismo en crisis por las elecciones j;:E ALA DEFENSA;ITCHTER?TA
° ® [ ® 2/, [ ° Vanzad el juiCio
Sinindicacion de Cristina, |vorcorrupcion
° contraeljuez
creceenelperonismoel  |Bentoenia
Magistratura

debate sobre el candidato i

dictamen para iniciar el proceso de
destitucion del magistrado federal

EnelFrentede Todosnohayacuerdo  briunnombredeunidad. EnSmatase  actofrentealaCasa Rosada. Ayer, va- mendocing. También ordend que se
sobrela boleta presidencial ytampoco  reunieron sindicalistas y dirigentes rios cristinistas pidieron que la vice lo suspenda, perola definicion que-
estd definidosiel oficialismollegarda  cristinistasy anunciaron que la vice- sea la ordenadora del espacio y que ter- dara en manos del plenario, gue de-
las PASO convarioscandidatososiha-  presidentahablardel 25demayoenun  minedefiniendolaslistas“adedo”.r3 finird el 31 de mayo. .10

MARTIN BONETTO
LA INTERNA EN LA CIUDAD

Lacandidatura
del PRO porteiio,
enmanos de tres
encuestadoras

A pesar dequedijoque desconfia
del método, Jorge Macri aceptd
que tres consultoras hagan en-
cuestas para determinar antes del
2de junio quién sera el candidato
del PRO que competird en las PA-
50 de Juntos por el Cambio por la
Jefatura dela Ciudad. p12

MURIERON CUATRO JOVENES

Condenarona
.,
cuatro policias por
lamasacre de Monte
En mayo de 2019 persiguieron y le
- - 1 .
Otrodiade caos porunacampe piquetero dispararon a un auto que choc
contra un camién. Dos agentes
El Polo Obrero marché ayer al Congresoy luego fue hacia la Plaza de Mayo, donde por 1a noche armaron un campamento. recibieron prisién perpetua. .32
Hoy volveran a manifestarse en el Centroy se sumara el sector de Grabois. Caos en el transito de la zona durante horas. p14
GOBERNARA POR DECRETO Elmandatario frené asiel juiciopoli-  bernar por decreto. La Asamblea fue Héctor Gambini
= 4 tico que buscaba su destitucion,im-  desalojada y ayer la situacion se
LBSSD dlSDlVlﬂ pulsado por los seguidores del ex pre-  mantenia en calma, mientras los co- Cristina el ataque de
'El cnﬂgrESO de sidente Rafael Correa y otros sectores  rreistas calificaron de “ilegal” la me- )
E d ll 2 de la oposicidn. Lasso,amparandose  dida. Desde EE.UU,, el Departamento Los COpltOS Y la guerra
cuador 4mo enunarticulode la Constitucion, de Estadorespaldd la decision de : : ; 3
. Y convocoaeleccionesenunplazode  Lassoy sefiald que susrelaciones con por la Pl sta Imaginaria
d EIECCIOHES seis meses, duranteel cual podrago-  Quito“permanecen fuertes”.p.2z P.2
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Deltan diz que
sua cassacao é
festa para Lula
e corruptos

0 deputado federal Del-
tan Dallagnol (Podemos-
-PR) afirmou gue perdeu
omandato —cassado, por
unanimidade, pelo TSEna
terga (16)— por combater
acorrupgao, “Hoje é dia de
festa para corruptos e para
Lula’, disse. A vaga do ex-
-coordenador daOperacdo
Lava Jato ird para Itamar
Paim (PL-PR). Politica A6

Publicidade do governo
zomba do deputado em
tuite com PowerPoint as

Ibama impede que
Petrobras explore
foz do Amazonas

0QIbama negou ontem pe-
dido da Petrobras para
perfurar abacia da foz do
rio Amazonas e explorar
petrdleo na regifio. O or
gio afirma que a dreaé de
extrema sensibilidade so-
civambiental por abrigar
unidades de conservacio,
terras indigenas, mangues
e espécies ameacadas de
EXTInCA0. Ambiente BS

M. Herminia Tavares

O meio ambiente
no governo Lula 3

Se a longo prazo a agen-
da ambiental ¢ um jogo
de ganha-ganha, no ime-
diato ela necessariamente
impde perdas e contraria
interesses e visbes enraiza-
das nasociedade e no pro-
prio governo, Nao faltara
ocasiao para testar a fir-
mezade seus compromis-
s0s ambientais. oOpinisoaz

Justica censura
video de humorista
que cagoa minorias

ATustica acatou pedido do
Ministério Piiblico e man-
dou o humorista Leo Lins
apagar video de um show
especial de comédia de seu
canal no YouTube que con-
tém piadas sobre minori-
as. Segundo ele, a ordem
dewve “abrir precedente pe-
rigoso para a comédiae a
arte em geral”, nustradacz

Presidente do Equador

dissolve o Parlamento

Acusado de corrupcao,
Guillermo Lasso dissol-
wveu a Assembleia Nacio-
nal, controlada pela oposi-
CA0, & COMmocou novas elei-
¢oes para barrar processo
de impeachment. Nunca
antes usado, 0 ato tem res-
paldo constitucional. a0

Apds vetos, Portugal
chancela lei que
autoriza eutanidsia
Mundo ATl

S8 14145733
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Deltan Dallagnol no salao
verde da Camara dos Depu-
tad0s Ton Molina/Fotearana Folhagesss

QUINTA-FEIRA, 18 DE MAIO DE 2023

Camara aprova urgéncia
para votacao de arcabouco

Governo atua para ampliar gasto em até R$ 82 bi; liberacdo de emendas cresce

A Camara dos Deputados
Aprovol ontem por 367 vo
os a 102a urgéncia do proje-
tode lei complementar que
cria novas regras paraa ges-
tdo das contas publicas —o
novo arcabougo fiscal. Na
pritica, isso significa que o
texto, prioridade da equipe
do ministro Fernando Had-
dad (Fazenda), cortarda fila
de tramitagio na Casa.

Rede e Psol, governistas, se
opuseram a urgéncia. PT, PC
do B, PSD, MDB, Uni&o Bra-
sil, PSDB e Cidadania apoia-
ramamedida, gue teve 20vo-
tos do PL de Jair Bolsonaro.
O placar indica que, embora
desnecessario, alei deve che-
garao patamar de aprovacio
de uma emenda constituci-
onal, meta do presidente da
Casa, Arthur Lira (PP-AL).

Em regime de urgéncia, a
proposta poderd ser votada
rapidamente no plenario,
sem passar pelas comissoes.

Sob pressiao apos uma sé-
rie de percalgos recentes no
Congresso, o Planalto plane-
ja agora liberar mais um lo-
te de emendas parlamenta-
res, que pode che aR$1
bilhio, a fim de destravar
sua agenda no Legislativo.

R$ 6,00

Manobras do Executivono
texto do arcaboucgo ja tur
binaram a possibilidade de
gastos federaisematé R 82
bilhdes em 2024, apurou a
Folha. Para economistas, as
alteragdes, com o texto janas
mdos do relator, o deputado
Claudio Cajado (PP-BA), evi-
denciam dificuldade do go-
VEIno em Cumprir sua pro-
pria regra. Mercado A13 e Ald

i

Andreas Solaro /AFP

PAPA FRANCISCO PARALISA AUDIENCIA PARA ATENDER CELULAR E DEIXA MULTIDAO ESPERANDO

0O pontifice ao telefone durante evento semanal na praga Sao Pedro; publico aguardou por mais de um minuto, e Vaticano ndo comentou a ligacdo mMunde arz

turismo C11
Filadélfia, nos EUA,
atrai amantes de arte
e histdria com Rodin,
Duchamp e Renoir

ilustrada C1

Curte e compartilha

Com roupas de grife que se acumulam,
estilistas apostam no aluguel de pecas

equilibrio Bé6
Semaglutida, usada
contra a diabetes,

€ promissora contra
efeitos do Alzheimer

6# edicio
= Abertura (on-line)

MEDIACAD:

Cris Guterres
jornalista, escritora e
apresentadora de TV

ae wvo 2 folha.com Sviclenciaim famtil

Violéncia Sexual
Infantil

Minidoc "0 caso Sophia” (produzido pela TvFolha)

Gabriel Chalita
adwvogade, professor, escribor
foi secretanio de Educacio
do Estado e da cidade de
530 Paulo
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Demtincias de abuso
e de estupros contra
criancas sobem 48%
O wtal de denincias, via
Disque 100, de estupros,
abusos, exploracio e ou-
ras violéncias sexuais con-
tra criangas e adolescentes
crescel 48% nos quatrne pri-
meiros meses de 2023 em
relagdo ao mesmo periodo
de 2022. Foram 9.500 re-
gistros no pais. cotidiane &3

Brasil tem ao menos
80 mortes violentas
de LGBTSs até abril

Cotidiano B3

EDITORIAIS A2

Atritos com o campo
Sobre o desgaste entre Lu-
la e a bancada ruralista.
Sem palavras

Acercade desempenho do
pais em exame de leitura.
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CANNES

France metro

L'HOMMAGE DU MONDE
DU CINEMA A MICHAEL
DOUGLAS paces 30 ET 3

Beawmarchais

LITTERATURE

GRANGE, VARGAS, THILLIEZ..
LE BEAU PRINTEMPS

DES ROMANS NOIRS paces 32 ET 33

OPPOSITION

La fronde gronde
anouveau

chez les Insoumis

ETHIOPIE
Apréslaccord de
paix, les habitants
du Tigre tentent
de se reconstruire

l_’HUf_'Hf: ORIENT
A Gaza,

la «résistance »
reste mobilisée

RELIGION

La lente mais
certaine ascension
des femmes

dans lEgll'SE PAGE 10

CLIMAT

Les cing prochaines
annees devraient
étre les plus
chaudesracz s

EUROFPE

La Gréce se releve
mais peine
arapatrier

SEs cerveaux

{ « En Correze,
~ l'omniprésent
~ héritage de
— Jacques Chirac
«Les
chroniques
dEugénie
Bastié, de
Charles Jaigu et
de Luc Ferry
* Les tribunes
de Jean-Louis
Thiériot
et dHerve
Lehman

« L'analyse de
Dmah Cohan

PAGES 16 A

CHAMPS |

Répm:se':i ah question
de mercredi :

Etes-vous inquist

de l'entrisme des Fréres
musulmans en France ?

U1 NON
@

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 168252

Votez aujourd hui

sur lefigaro.fr
Etes-vous inquiet

de la mantée du climat
de viclence en politique ?

l‘q,,-t,_ Lo
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me.
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Malgré de for[es plules pendant le prmtemps p]us des deux tiers des nappes phreanques
sont a des niveaux trés bas. Le gouvernement se prépare a de nombreuses pénuries. racessers

Inquiétudes face

a la montée de la violence

en politique
L'annonce de la démission de
Yannick Morez, maire de

tensite.

Pour montrer que
I"exécutif a pris conscience du

* Condamné en appel,
Nicolas Sarkozy
se pourvoit en cassation

Alors que le ministére public  ferme, comme son avocat

suggerait un sursis intégral

Thierry Herzog et I'ex-haut

Saint-Brévin, a pris des allu
res d'électrochoc. Lagression
du petit-neven de Brigitie
Macron en a augmenté I'in

probléme, Elisabeth Borme a
recu mercredi Yannick Morez,
dont la maison et la voiture
ont été incendiées. PAGE3

dans 1'affaire dite des «écoutes
Bismuth =, "ancien président
de 1a République s*est vu infli

ger trois ans de prison, dont un

magistrat Gilbert Azibert. Leur
pourvoi en cassation suspend
l'exécution de la sentence.
PRAGE 2 ET LEDITORIAL

EDITDRIAL par Vincent Trémolet de Villers viremclet@lefigarofr
Justice derivante

ue reste-t-il aux politiques?® On

sinquiéte de I'étendue de leur

autorité sans voir qu'elle s'atro-

phie inexorablement. Ce qui de

vrait inquiéter les Frangais, ce

n'est pas la pulssance de ceux qui
nous gouvernent mais leur faiblesse. Les con-
tre-pouvedrs dévorent tout le pouvoir. Sur
veillance meédiatique jour et nuit, principan
tés administratives en embuscade, justice en
renfort : Big Brother is watching vou! Un an-
cien président de la République est done
copdamné 4 trols ans de prison (dont deux
avec sursis) pour avoir conversé au télépho-
ne, sous une fausse identité, avec son avocat.
La conversation est fowe, la conséquence
is ils se sont parké, Pire encore, Ni
colas Sarkoey aurait songé a user de son in-
fluence pour une nomination qu'il n'a pas
sollicitée pour quelgu'un gqu'il ne connaissait
pas, avec espérance d’avoir en retour des
informations sur un dossier pour leguel il a
&t depuis blanchi. Coupable d'intention non
réalisée el non caractérisée | méme la théolo
gie morale la plu.-inxigvﬂnhene s'est pasaven-
turdée jusgue-La! Pourtant, cela prive un an
clen président de la République de sa liberté
etdudroit de vate.

Pour parvenir a ce «délit diintentions, on a
relevé les fichiers téléphoniques tous azimuts,
On a employé les grands moyens, comme si
T'om était sur La piste d"un grand criminel, On a
hafoud les principes de notre démocratie, aus
si, en enregistrant secrétement les conversa
tions entre un avocat et son client. Que reste-
t-il aux droits de la défense si elle est mise sur
éooute? On a accepté beaucoup trop facile
ment ceite pratique appeleée derivante mais fi

s nalement ar-
« La VIE des hitraire  des
autres» version L'c]:cml!lcti -

; MoTIgUes
frangalse [I:L:H(J'llq Ha-
mon, alors ministre, I'avail justifié en ses ter
mes : « Sian s rien 4 cacher, on n'a pas de pro
blémes & éfre éooudé, » Cétalt La Vie des autres,
version francaise. Ces écoutes d'avocat, o'est
potirtant le moment ol vacille I'Etat de droit.
Mais s°il n'y a pas d'affaire « Bsmuths», c'est
que les magistrats, les uns aprés les autres, se
somt trompés. Clest du temps passé, de lNangent
dipensd, des fopctionnaires mobilisés en pure
perie. Sarkozy innocent, cest la justice coupa
ble d'acharnement. Cette obstination mortifi
re risgue d"emporter avec elle Ia justice comme
la politigue. m
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FPreaident Xi linping ehakes hands with visiting Kazakh President Kassym-fomart Tokayev during & meeting in Xi'an, Shaarnsd prowince,

on Wednesday. LU BN XIKHWL

Sino-Kazakh ties to deepen

Presidents call for broader steps to
strengthen pragmatic cooperation

By XUWEI in Xian
remvei @ chkinadaily.com o

China and Kazakhstan agreed
on Wadnescday e build up eoogeer-
ALON 0N econny, trade, produoc-
tionm  capacity, investment
emerging sectors such as remnewa-
ble encrgy, as part of broader

HIGHER GROUND

steps to strengthen pragmatic
onoperation.

FPresident Xi Jinping and visiting
Eazakh President Kassymi-Jomsart
Tokayey reached e oonsensos
during their talks in Xyan, Shaanxi
province, on Wednesday.

The two leaders signed a joint
staternent in which the two nations

agreed to promote cooperation on
transporiation o stabilioe indestry
and supply chains, inchuding steps
to explore bailding a third cross-
border paifway line and constret-
kg new rakbway border ports.

Both sides underscored the sig-
nificance of ssfeguarding political
SECUrity and opposing  foreign
fterferenoe in the demestic affirs
e pwo nations, and they agreed
{1 e OO rHN O Prevent
g “color revolutions”

Experts: Nation remains hot spot for FDI

By ZFHONG NAN
st e h ity e o

China will remain a highly
favored investment destination for
glohal companies this year, gven its
latesst policy measunes to boost ¢
ket confidence and efforts to rein-
force its position in global Industrial,
inmovation and  capital chains,
EPErts and DUSiNess exectives said
on Wedrnesday:

Despite a slowdewn  in the
growth pece of wilizing foreim
direct investment during the firs
four months of 2003, compared
with the first gquarter, experts
believe that China's efforts to intro-
duce consumption stimulus packa-
ges, launch the yearlong “Invest in

Job prospects

China™ campaign, and create more
nevess to modern servioe industries
continue Lo sttt FIM amid
s extermal uneertinties
China’s pctunl use of FD grew by
22 percent year-on-vear to 400 46
hillioa yuan (5714 billion) in the
first four months of 2023, data from
the Minkstry of Commeeree showesl.
The coumiry saw FDI increase 4.9
[PETCETIE s r-a-enr 0 W0 A5 billson
yuan in the first quarter of this year.
China has accelerated the pace of
furthes releasing its market poten-
tial and smoothed chanmels for
coordination amd communication
between the government and for
cign companics, said Fhang Fei,
deputy director of the Chinese
Academy of Internatbonal Trade

University graduates consult a mecrudtment officer at a job tair in Hailow,
Hadnan province, on Wednesday. More than 110 companias participated

in the event, alfering ower 2,000 VBcancies LU YUNFELS

CHINA NEWS SERVICE

and Eeonomic Coosperation’ Insti-
turte of Foreign Investment,

To atiract more global eapital,
over 20 promotional events will
take place this year, These will help
foreigm investors learn more about
Chinas imvestment polickes, basi-
ness environment and  emenging
market opportunities, Shu Jueting,
a spokeswoman for the Ministry of
Commerce, sail recentiy,

Multinational corporations have
been capitalizing on market oppor-
tunities  and  accelefating  their
invessient efforts in China, Specifi-
cally, ey have shown conskberalile
imeerest in highe-end consamgtion
ard manufacturing, healtheare and
sreen sectors, satd Sang Baichusn,
dbean of University of Internstional

Tokayey arrived in Xian on
Wediesday fior o sk vist and o
attenid the China-Centrl Asia Sum-
mit on Thurscay and Fricy, Wednes-
dkay alsno was the 70th birthday of
Toieaye, the first Central Asian leader
bo arrive in Xifn for the summit

See Tiew, page #
Inside

Comment, page §

Businessand Economics Institute of
Intermational Econony.

Among the majoer sources of FIDL
the influx from Franoe jumped
F7.3 percent year-on-year during
the January-April period, while
that from the United Kingdam
surged percent, aocording to
the Ministry of Commeroe,

Chen Yodong, president for China
at Robert Bosch GmbH, a German
industrial and techoology grouap,
sakl China has enormous potertial
in the areas of intelligent. elecirified
mohility, smart manacturing and
carbon  neatrality, offering many
opporiumities boghobal companies.

Joerg Wuttke, president of the
European Union Chamier of Com-
merce in China, said China will con-
tinue to play an imporant robe,
given the siae of the Chinese econo-
my andl its level of integration with
the phobal ecomomy.

chinadaily.com.cn
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Shaanxi urged to further
advance modernization

By CAC DESHENG in ¥ian

npurl.zmnrculmnm)) Xi saicd While

i en

President Xi Jinping has urged
Shaanxi province to actively serve
and integrate itself into the nation’s
new development paradigm and
play an exemplary role in advane-
ing Chinese modernization in the
COUNTTY's Western reghon.

Xi, whois also general secretary of
the Communist Party of China Cen-
tral Committes and chairman of the
Central Militury COmmisssen. meade
the remsrks on Wednesds
the provineial capital, when hearing
& work report about Shannad's sock-
ecofomis develepaent.

Hie is in Xian to chair the China-
Central Asia Summit, which will be
held on Thorsday and Friday

Hearing the work report by Zhan
Yide, Party secretary of Shaanx, Xi
sakd that the province should lever-
age its own strengihs based on its
actin] conditions in WiSting a new
chapter of advancing Chinese mod-
ernization, while keeping in mind the
primary task of high-quality growth
el the nation's overall development.

Flee stressed the nesd for the proy
ince to promote innovation in
ence amnd  technology, build a
modern industrial system, bolster
the coordinated development of
urban and ruralareas, expand high-
level opening-up and strengthen
ecological conservation.

Efforts should be focused on devel-

« hn bk e a1 s inits
trafiticanal palar inelustries, the prov-
in0e neads 10 e ol encugh b foster
cxm petitiveness in new filds, e sid.

Xi asked Shannxd to bear in mind
the nation's strategic needs and the
frontier fields of international com-
petition, carry out major national
schentific and technodogical projects
and overcome difficultbes in core
technologies in key fields.

Efforts should be made 1o build
Xian into s comprehen:
al scientific center
inmovation cente
base for high-tech industries and
manufacturing, Xi said.

Maoting that the most arduous
task for advancing commaon pros-
perity lies in promoting the develop-
ment of the countryside alled
for narrowing the development gap
between urban and rural areas,

Efforts shoukd be made to actively
Promote the CORSAMCON of NEw-
iype townships at the (uum; level

taire sl paldic

i called for improving policies
and mechanisms that contribiote o
the integrated development of urban
and mral areas to enable pesounces
In urban areas to flow into the coun-
tryside in an orderly manner, and
ultimately promote the vitaliy of
agricultural and rural development.

See Shavanrd, pogre 3

Xi orders all-out efforts for
rescue of capsized boat’s crew

By CAO DESHENG

President Xi Jinping has ordered
all-out search and rescue effons
after a Cliinese € e fishing
vesse] capsized on Toesday in the
Indian Ocean with a 309-member
crew on baand.

The crew memibers of Lu Peng
Yuan ¥i 028, comprising 17 Chinese,
17 Indonesian and five Philippine
sadlors, have been missing since 3 am
on Toesday when the incident
occurred in the cendral part of the
Enslian Ocean.
instruction, Xi, who is also
aeretary of the Commu-

1 of the Central
Commission, wrged rele
It Gepartments te activate the
CMeEency response mechanism
immediately, send more rescue pro-
15 to the scene and coondi-
nate with international maritime
search amd rescue teams.

He ordered that effors be made o
further stremgilen the e
ing system to prevent potential risks
in deep-sea of tions so as o
ensre the safety of life and property,
separate instruction, Premier
ng urged allout effors o
reduce casuakties and  strengthen
safety management of fishing vessels
ter ensure safer maritime transport
and operations.

HIGH HOPES VOICED FOR
CHINA-CENTRAL ASIA SUMMIT
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Xi'an gathering to boost economic and trade collaboration

By XU 'WEI in Xian

lour, edible oil and honey
wakl-
Iseen
available at markets in

products from
stan have long

resadents a

cha o make thei

steamed bread or blanghiang

noodles.
One

the starting p

ar

t of the
ent Silk Road, the city bocame
an important market for produce

%depth

from Kazakhstan after Xitan Aiju
Grain and il Industrial Gooup
laniniches] a series of projects to
l“LI‘tII':"I' with farmers in Central
Asin. The company is one of the
mmnin food processors pnd traders
in Xi'an.

Lin Dongmeng. deputy general

manager of the group, said the
projects, inspired by the Belt and
Road Initiative, have delivered
win-win outcomes for Kazakh
frmers, businesses and Clyiness
EONSUmers,

“Through these projecis, we
have put better food on res
dents” tables in Shaansi, in addi-
tion to helping growers in
Centrad Asin put foux] on their
own tables” he said.

Ser S, page 2

The eapsized vessel was owned
by Penglal Jinglo Fishery Co, a
major fishing company based in
Naneng provinee,

The: Ministry of Agriculture and
FRural Affairs, the Ministry of Trans-
port aml Shandong province have
activated the emengency response
mechanism to organise rescune work,

China has deployed two vessels
— the Lu Peng ¥Yoan Yu 015 and
Yisan Fu Hei — to assist in the res-
cue operation. The Forelgn Minks-
iry has launched an emergency
mechanism for consular protec-
tion, involving embassies and con-
8ri Lanka, the

Blaldlives,
nes and other
As of preas b nmm-u:nl:u miss-
ing pepde had hesn fonamd an res
e efforts remained underway
Speaking at a regular news con-
ference on Wednesday, Forelgn
Ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin
said that China will continue to take
all messures to search for and res-
e the crew of the capsized vessal,
China appreciaies Australkia's time-
Iy assistance and is efforts o ooordi-
Tiate otler pRssing foreign vessels
Jurita thie reseue opemion, Warng skl
It is hoped that neighboring
countries will work with China to
contine the joint scarch and rescue
operation, and not give up the hope
of saving lives, he added.

INSIDE
Taxidermist
helps preserve
natural legacy
Life, page 17
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