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What’s
News
Business 25 Finance

U.a. economic

slipped in the first
quarter amid still-high in-
flation and rising interest
rates, adding to worries
about a possible recession
later this year. GDP rose at
a L1% annual rate. Al

+ Amazon reporbted surging
growth as the tech giant re-
bounded from stagnant sales
after a postpandemic slow-
down, but cloud computing
showed signs of cooling. Al
# Chinese authorities
have embarked on a cam-
paign to bring foreign busi-
nesses to heel, just months
after Beijing delivered an
open-for-business message
to global investors. Al

+ U.5. stocks rallied after
a strong round of earnings
helped reverse a selloff earlier
this week. The S&F 500, Nas-
dag and Dow rose 2%, 2.4%
and 1.6%, respectively. Bl
» Intel suffered its largest-
ever guarterly loss and said
it would remain in the red
as it prepares for the mar-
ket recovering from the
sharp fall in PC sales that
hammered its business. B1

* Airlines say travel demand
is picking up heading into the
summer travel season, fueling
their expectations for profits
after what was in some cases
a more lackluster winter. BL
* Snap registerad its first
guarterly sales drop and in-
dicated a revenue rebound
wionld be slow as the
grapples with disruptions
in the digital ad market. Ba
#+ Coinbase said it would
fight the SEC owver the
agency's claim that muach
of its business is illegal. B1O

World-Wide

Economy Cools Amid Recession Fears

U.S. gross domestic
product grew at 1.1%
pace in first quarter,
slowing from 2.6%

By AusTEN HUFFORD

s, economic zrowth
slipped in the first guarter in
the midst of still-high inflation
and rising interest rates, add-
ing to worries about a possible
recession later this vear,

sross domestic product, a
measure of the value of all the

goods and services produced
in the country, rose at an in-
flation-adjusted and season-
ally adiusted 1.1% annual rate
from January to March, a sig-
nificant slowdown from 2.6%
growth in the fourth guarter,
the Commerce Department
said Thursday.
Consumption—the main
driver of the economy—was a
bright spot. Consumers
propped up growth with a
surge of buyving early in the
vear, fueled by an ability to
spend from higher incomes and
built-up savings. That trend has

since abated, however.

Businesses pulled back
sharply, drawing down inven-
tories, cutting equipment pur-
chases and reducing housing
investment.

Stocks rallied Thursday af-
ter Strong corporate earnings
helped reverse a selloff earlier
this week, with Facebook par-
ent Meta Platforms Inc. lead-
ing the way. The tech-heavy
Nasdaq Composite gained

Please turn fo page A2

# Heard on the Street: its not
wet time for a recession.. B12
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Secret Service, but Just for the Day

" LINE OF DUTY: President Biden hosted Take Your Child to Work Day at the White House on Thursday, as staffers’ children
played roles such as Secret Service agents. The president also took questions from children of the White House press corps.

Amazon
Rebounds,
But Woes
Hit Cloud

By SEnasTian HERRERA

Amazon.com Inc. reported
surging growth as the tech gi-
ant rebounded from stagnant
sales after a postpandemic
slowdown, but its clowd-com-
puting business showed fur-
ther signs of cooling.

Stronger-than-expected
performance in its adwertising
and international businesses
was initially greeted warmly
by investors

But shares fell after-hours
as the company revealed in a
call with inwvestors that Ama-
zon Web Services, or AWS—
long a central engine of the
tech company's profitability—
has seen revenue growth in
April fall to about 11%, down
from the nearly 16% increase
in the first quarter.

The January-to-March
growth rate at AWS was the
lowest year-over-year increase
since the company began sep-
arating out the unit's perfor-
mance in 2015,

Flease furn to page A7

#* Democrats continued to
say that the nation’s bor-
rowing limit must be raised
without conditions, waving
away Republican demands to
begin talks after the House
passed a bill coupling an
increase in the debt ceiling
with sharp spending cuts. A4
# Pence testified Thurs-
day before the grand jury
investigating Trump’s ef-
forts to remain in power
after the 2020 election,
according to a person fa-
miliar with the matter. A6

# A lawyer for Trump
sparred with E. Jean Car-
roll at a civil trial, guestion-
ing the writer over what he
said were inconsistencies in
her allegations that Trump
raped her in the 1990s, AG

# Iran's naval forces seized
an oil tanker bound for Texas
in the Gulf of Oman, a move
that drew condemnation
from the U.S. military amid
heightened tensions between
Tehran and Washington. Ag
# A judge was considering
Thursday whether to further
detain the airman charged
with taking and sharing
classified intelligence docu-
ments, after prosecutors ar-
gued he would obstruct their
probe if he were freed. AT

# Lilly"s drug Mounjaro for
Type 2 diabetes helped people
who are also overweizht or
obese lose up to 15.7% of their
pody weight, in a new study
that could pave the way for
the firm to promote the drug
as a weight-loss treatment, A3

# Died: Carolyn Bryant
cuser. Ad . Jerry Springer,
79, daytime TV host. Ad
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A Fights Assaned

DeSantis vs. Disney
Turns Into a Slog

By Arian Campo-FLORES
Anp Rossie WHELAN

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis
suggested it would be a short
fight when he first threatened
to strip Walt Disney Co. of the
power to govern its magic king-
dom of theme parks, water-
slides and hotels around Or-
lando.

A vear later, Mr. DeSantis is
enmeshed in a drawn-out con-
flict with the entertainment gi-
ant that has shifted from the
political realm into the courts,
with no end in sight.
battle pits Mr, DeSantis,
a rising Republican star and
likely 2024 presidential candi-
date, against Robert [ger, a
heawinweight chief executive

who recently took back the
reins from Bob Chapek at the
company he previously ran for
15 years.

Mr. Iger's return has given
Disney's lobbyists more confi-
dence they can persevere in the
fight, according to people whao
woork with them, and legal ex-
perts say it will be a long one.

Meanwhile, some lawmakers
in the GOP-dominated legisla-
ture, which has backed the Re-
publican governor, say they
hawve begun to question Mr. De-
Santis's strategy on Disney.

Mr. DeSantis signed laws in
the past year meant to under-
mine Disney’s control of the
special tax district encompass-
ing Walt Disney World Resort

Please rurn to page A&

INSIDE

WORLD
Russia is hit with new
sanctions on detainees;
Griner pledges to fight
for their release. AB, 14

U.S. NEWS
Biden policy to make
nearly all migrants who
ilegally enter the LS.
rapidly deportable. A2

China Ratchets Up
Pressure Campaign
On Foreign Firms

By LincLING WEL

Chinese authorities hawve
embarked on a campaign to
bring foreign busines: to
heel, just months after Beijing
delivered an open-for-business
message to global investors.

In recent weeks, Chiness
authorities hawve guestioned
staff at consulting firm Bain &
Co.'s Shanghai office in a sur-
prise visit, launched a cvber-
security review of imports
from chip maker Micron Tech-
nology Inc., detained an em-
ployee of Japanese drugmaker
Astellas Pharma Inc. and

raided the Beijing office of
LS. due-diligence company
Mintz Group.

The government has broad-
ened its spy law to counter
perceived foreign threats, in-
cluding allowing for the inspec-
tion of baggage and electronic
devices of those suspected of
espionage, significantly raising
the risks for Western compa-
nies operating in China.

For the past few years, Xi
Jinping, the Chinese leader
who has long distrusted capi-
talist forces, has been on a
campaign to rein in China's

Pigase turmn to page AIQ

A Battle Over
Refrigerating
Butter

= = *
Soft butter is easy
to spread, but is it

safe to keep out?

By KrisTinNA PETERSON

Butter ewangelist Joelle
Mertzel is spreading the word.
The 49-year-old small-busi-
ness  owner, author  and
mother of three is on a mis-
sion to convince American
households and federal offi-
cials that it is safe and prefer-
able to keep butter at room
remperature instead of refrig-
erated, particularly for those

with a taste for it on toast.
Her quixotic crusade would
liberate butter sticks from a
liferime in the cold, moving
from refrigerated trucks to the
chilled dairy case of grocery
stores to built-in refrigerator
Please turn to page A17

By PETER GRANT
Anm Jrma CariToN

Before the pandemic, San
Francisco's California Street
was home to some of the
world’s most valuable com-
mercial real estate. The cor-
ridor runs through the heart
of the city's financial district
and is lined with offices for
banks and other companies
that help fuel the global tech
ECOMOIY.

One building, a 22-story
glass and stone tower at 350
California Street, was worth
around $300 million in 2019,
according to office broker
estimates.

That building now is for
sale, with bids due soon.
They are expected to come
in at about $60 million, com-

Office-Building Values
Sink in San Francisco

Vacancies soar and gquality of life weighs
on the market, which a sale is about to test

mercial real-estate brokers
say. That's an 80% decline in
wvalue in just four vears,

This is how dire things
have become in San Fran-
ciseo, an extreme form of a
challenge nationwide. Nearly
every large U5, city is strug-
gling, to some degree, with
reduced office-worker turn-
out since the pandemic
spurred remote work. No
market was hit harder than
San Francisco, for reasons
including its high coses, reli-
ance on a tech industry
guick to embrace hybrid
waork, and quality-of-life is-
sues such as crime and
homelessness.

Many of the city's maost
prominent corporate tenants,
from Salesforce Inc. to Face-

Please turn to page AIT
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Turkey poll
Germany blow
for Erdogan

Expat Turks arrive at their consulate in
Berlin for early voting in their country’s
general election, which takes place in
Turkey on May 14.

Berlin yesterday rejected Ankara’s
request to dowbde the umber of voting
booths in Germany on security grounds,
dealing a blow to Recep Tayyip Erdofian,
wha boasts strong support among the
L5mn expat Turks in the country.

The decision risks reigniting bilateral
tension, but offers the Turkish presi-
dent a fresh opportunity to round on
Europe in the final weeks of the hardest
campaign of his 20 years in power,

Erdogan himsell has cancelled cam-
paign events in the past two days alter
falling ill on live television. Ankara,
however, has rejected rumours of severe
heakth problems and the president's Jus-
thoe and Development party dismissed
the speculation as “immaral false news®.
Pussh for diaspara vate page 2
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US growth slows as Fed gains ground
in battle against rampant inflation

e GDP climbs 1.1% e Further quarter-point rate rise expected e Consumer spending remains strong

COLBY SMITH AMD HARBIET CLARFELT
HEW TGRK
CHRES GILES — LONDOM

US esonamic growth slawed sharply in
the first quarter of 2023 despite strong
consumer spending, as the Federal
Reserve ploughed abhead with its his-
toric monetary tightening campaign.

The world's largest economy grew
1.1 per cent on an annualised basis
between January and March, according
to preliminary data released by the
commerce department yesterday,

The figures marked an abrupt decel
eration from the L6 per cent pace pegis-
tered in the final thres months of last
year and came in well below econo-
mists’ expectationsof a 2 per cent rise.

‘Other countries have cutperformed
expectations in the first quarter, with

Microsoft investors move
past Activision deal block

Micrasaft’s imeestors have brushed off
the blocking by the UK regulater of irs
£75bn deal fo buy Activision Blizzand.
The LIS softeare glant’s shares rase

7 per cent on a resurgence in its cloud
compitirg it and after it reiterated
its interitian to build on its genarative
Al lead. This is & sign that the tech
landscape has shifted in the % months
since The bid shocked the gaming
warkd and that the deal for the Call of
Dury maker is now seen as peripheral
Rofusal shrugged off » PasE 7

China growing at an annual rate of
4.5 per cent driven by a consumer
spending rebound after Beijing cnded
the zers-Covid palicy.

The eurszone figures for January to
March will be published today and are
expected to show anmual growth of
1.4 per cent, Belginm and Sweden yes
verday both exceeded expectations,

The US slowdown suggests that the
Fed's year-long push against rampant
inflation is starting to take effect. Since

“This looks like a fairly
robust GDP report despite
the weak headline number’

Aditya Bhave. Bank of America

March last year, the US central bank has
lifted its benchmark policy rate from
near zero to just under 5 per cent, the
fastest increase in decades.

Officials are set to deliver anether
quarter-point rate rise next week, which
wouild lift the federal funds rate to a tar-
get range of 5-5.25 per cent, They are
then expected to consider a pause in
their tightening campaign. Other west
ern ecanomies, however, are still grap-
pling with soaring prices. Official data in
the UK this manth showed inflation lad
fallen less than expected in March, stay
lirng stulsbornly bnthe double digivs.

US government bonds sold off on the
G data, pus.lnng the two-year Treas-

ks

points to4 per cent. The benchmark 10-

year yield rose (W8 percentage polnis to
152 per cent.

Despite the ebbing momentum, the
US data reflected pockets of strength.
“Really peeling back the layers, it is very
positive in terms of consumer spend-
ing,” said Kristina Hooper, chicf global
miarkets strategist at Invesoo,

Consumer spending rose al a 3.7 per
cent adjusted annual rate, up from 1 per
cent in the bast quarter of 3022,

“This locks like a fairly robust GOP
report despite the weak headline
number,” said Aditya Bhave, senior US
economist at Bank of America. “The
concern is that a bot of the strength was
driven by what happened in January.
The handoff to the second quarter
doesn'’t look particularly encouraging.™

The resilience of the US consum

‘Waning appetite for cheese lollipops
sparks fears over Chinese economy

LEG LEWSE — TORFS

Goldman Sachs has lost its faith in
China's appetite for chveese — and the
snacking habits of its children — in the
latest reassessment of the country's
CONSKMCE tastes,

At the centre of Goldman's volte face | |sa
iom an Milkgr

the competitive
nary realm of the cheese lollipop —
delight that combimes cheese with sweet
fAavours such as chocolate and banana,
is aimied at the under-12s and claims to
hanve solid nutritional valoe

In June 2022, Galdman initkated ana-
Iyst coverage on Milkground with a
“buy” recommendation, a punchy 12-
manth price target and a 40-page thesis
on the lucrative trajectory for per capita
cheese consumption in the world's sec
ond-biggest econary. Children's snack-

ing was expected to be the main driver
af “multiyear checse market grawth®,

Lesa than & year later Goldman is less
ballish. Investors are “underestimating
the pace and magnimde of deceleration
in cheese penetratio he bank said
thisweek as it switched its view on Milk-
groumd to a“scll”,

Its analysts blamed the effect of the
softer macro backdrop on velatile
spending power. Sales of ehrecne Tolls-
pops, in particular, were hit by the tight-
ening af Family-purse strings.

Markets are struggling to assess the
prospects for China's economy after
wero-Covid curbs ended last year, While
first-quarter econmsmic growth was bet
ter than expected, investors have
dumped Chinese stocks on signs that
consumer confidence remains weak.

Underpinning Goldman's original
was an estimsate that, by 2030,

mainland China's per capita cheese can-
sumption would move from 0.18kg per
year towards 0.5kg per year, or roughly
where Tai i
alice af the 17.3kg per year in the French
cheese market.

With the tailwind of general dietary
change, the analysts estimated that
China's cheese market would double
from $5.6bmn in 2022 to $7.3bn in 2026,

Milkground, formerly known as
Guangze Dairy, Hsted in 2006, introduc-
ing its version of the cheese lollipap, and
soaring to the leading position against
rivals Yili, Milkana and Dr Cheese.

Goldman now sets a 12-month share
price target for Milkground of Rmb17.4,
some G4 per cent below what it vold
investors to expect last year. Milk
ground shares closed ye
Emb26.11 and Goldman's
“eell” recomesendation.
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buoyed by a tight labour market, has
kept afficials an edge. Rut early signs of
cooling in jobs gains and wage growth
have provided some comfort that the
worst of the inflation shock has passed.

Officials maintain that returning
inflation tothe Fed's lomgstamnding 2 per
cent target will require a period of
“bebow-trend growth and some soften-
ing in labour market conditions”, but
they have stopped short of forecasting a
reCession.

As of March, most officials expect
inflation-adjusted GDP growth ta slow
tos 004 per cent in 2023, before rebounsd-
ingto 1.2 per cent the following year.

The unemployment rate, meanwhile,
Is projected tu peak at 4.6

Tiftarw com | B 2023 TA00

= Deutsche Bank hit by wild
swings amid recent turmoil
The lender said a “speculative
attack” that sent bts shares diving
last month prompted clients to
withdraw cash, showing the chacs
that swept the sector.— pase s

= Fired Carlson lashes out
Rightwing firebrand news anchor
Tucker Carlson has launched a
tirade against the lack of “honest™
US political debate, days after
being fired by Fox News.— eaoe 7

= Hopes raised on obesity
Eli Lilly will apply for approval of
an drug that a study showed can
slash a person's weight, raising
hopes for & new treatment to fight
the obesity epidemic.— raae 5

» Ex-Fugeces star convicted
Prakazrel Michel, formerly of the
1990 Fugees hip-hop group, has
been found guilty of illegally
trying ta influence Washington
on behalf of China.— pace &

acts on
Thecllym]ni doubled its tax
on private property purchases by
foreigners to 60 per cent Lo Ly Lo
cool a boom that has been partly
led by buyers from China, — pass «

= Mankind PO lifts market
India’s biggest condom group has
raised $529mm in the country’s
Fargest listing in 2023 Two
wealth funds led a rush o invest
in the well-known brand. - race &

US college fees are falling
Buerage published hurion costs by
type of instisution, 2002 dollars (OOCK

] = Private non-

profif four-
0n—- yoar nstihations
20

Prabilic: four-
10 m—gyrar coliages
Pubiic fwo-
Be——————— year colleges
1993 2003 2015 3023
Seurce: CabegeBiaand

Aftar a duzade of decline i the nurber of
studants enrolling Tt private US college
degress, fees are falling oo, The curment
mcadmeic ymar in the third in o row where
Fhe ot of studying has fallen in real
Berma, & thend nat sesn since the 19705
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Failure of Push
To Add Homes
Deepens Crisis

Picture of Dysfunction
in New York Capitol

By LUIS FERRE-SADURNI
and MIHIR ZAVERT

ALBANY, N.Y. — It seemed like
2023 would be the year that New
York would finally take the most
consequential steps in decades o
address the stabe’s dire housing
shortage.

Rising rents and homelessness
had made housing a top issue for
voters. Gov. Kathy Hochul had un-
veiled a grand plan, focused on ca-
joling communities to build more
homes through new mandates,
that was met with praise from
housing experts and pro-develop-
ment groups. And her fellow Dem-
ocrats in control of the Stave Capi-
tol had pledged to make housing a
priority.

Yet the plan collapsed last week
amid closed-door budget negotia-
tons between Ms. Hochul and
Democratic lawmakers, dragging
down nearly every major housing
proposal with it, in a spectacular
Failure that has prompled a game
of intraparty finger pointing and
now threatens to deepen one of
the worst housing crises in the na-
Hon.

The disintegration underscored
Albany’s often dysfunctional poli-
cymaking process and marked a
significant setback for a new gov-
ernor whohad made housing a top
focus, But it also raised fears that
the trends that threaten the econ-
omies of Mew York City and the
state could continue unchecked,
including the outflow of middle-
class workers, like teachers and
nurses; the departure of families
and subsequent decline of public
schonls; and a rise in homeless-
ness.

“It"s irresponsible o walk away
from this at this moment in time,”
said Rachel Fee, the executive di-
rector of the New York Housing
Conference, a nonprofit group
that advocates more affordable
housing.

Continwed on Page AIT

DEAL Leaders in Albany reached
a handshake agreement on a
F229 billion budget. PAGE Al9
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Judith Harry’s parents grew only maize and tobacco, but she has added crope like peanuts, above.

Climate Shocks Force Small Farmers to Reinvent

By SOMINI SENGUPTA

MCHINJI, Malawi — When it
comes o growing food, some of
the smallest farmers in the world
are becoming some of the most
creative farmers in the world.
Like Judith Harry and her neigh-

rs, they are sowing pigeon peas
to shade their soils from a hotrer,
more scorching sun. They are
planting Vetiver grass to Keep
Moedwaters at bay.

They are resurrecting old
crops, like finger millet and forgot-
ten yams, and planting trees that
naturally fertilize the soil. A few
are turning away from one legacy

In Malawi, Ideas Such
as Varying Crops Are
Vital for Survival

of Eurspean colondalism, the prac-
tice of planting rows and rows of
maize, or corn, and saturating the
fields with chremical fertilizers.
“Orne crop might fail. Another
crop might do well” said Ms.
Harry, who has abandoned her
parents’ tradition of growing just
maize and tobacco and added
peanuts, sunflowers and soy to

her fields. “That might save your
season”™

It’s not just Ms. Harry and her
neighbors in Malawi, a largely
agrarian nation of 19 million on
the front lines of climate haeards.
Their scrappy, throw-everything-
at-the-wall array of innovations is
multiplied by small subsistenoe
farmers elsewhere in the world.

This is out of NeCessity.

It's because they rely on the
weather vo feed themselves, and
the weather has been upended by
150 years of greenhouse gas emis-
sions produced mainly by the in-
dustrialized countries of the

Continued on Page Al0

For President,
Crucial Choice
On Debt Limit

A Stance Against Cuts
Is Put to the Test

By JIM TANKERSLEY

WASHINGTON — This week’'s
vote by House Republicans to cou-
ple deep spending cuts with an
agreement to raise the debt limit
for one year has put President Bi-
den on the defensive, forcing him
o confront a series of potentially
painful choices at a perilous eco-
OIS Moment.

Mr. Biden has long maintained
that he would not negotiate spend-
ing cuts or other efforts to reduce
the federal debt as part of discus-
slons over raising the nation's
debt limit, which must be raised in
arder for the United States to keep
borrowing money to pay its bills.

But business groups, fiscal
hawks and some congressional
Democrats are calling on Mr Bi-
den w  begin  negotiating  in
earnest toward a deal thar would
avoid a default on the debt, which
could come as soon as June or
July.

Mr. Biden and his aides now
must choose how quickly o en-
gage with Speaker Kevin McCar-
thy of California — along with Sen-
ator Chuck Schumer, Democrat of
MNew York, the majority leader;
Senator Mitch MoConnell of Ken-
tucky, the minority leader; and
Representative Hakeem Jeffries
of New York, the House minority
leader — and on what terms.

The president faces a cascading
set of decisions as the nation,
which has already bumped up
against its $30L.4 willion deb L
barrels toward default. He will
need to find what, if any, common
ground on spending cuts he has
with Republicans, who do not
share his preference for reducing
the nation's debt path largely by
raising taxes on corpoerations and
the rich. He will need to determine
if he is prepared to sign any debt
limit increase that is attached wo
conditions demanded by House
conservatives.

Ultimately, he may need o de-
cide how aggressively o inber-
vene in the delicate politics of
House leadership. A potential
debt-limit agreement could spur
revolt by Mr McCarthy's maost

Conrinued on Page Al4

CAROLYN BRYANT DONHAM, 1934-2023

A Storekeeper Who Doomed
Emmett Till With Her Words

By MARGA
Only two people knew exactly
what happened during the minute
they were alone together in the
general store in Money, Miss., on
Aug. 24, 1955, One, Emmert Till, a
Black teenager visiting from Ch
cago, died four days laver, at 14, in
a brutal murder that stands out
even in America's long history of
racial injustice.
The other wa:

s Carolyn Bryant.

She was the 21-year-old white pro-
prietress of the store where, ac-
cording to her testimony in the
September 1955 trial of her hus-

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Emmett Till, who was mur-
dered in Mississippi in 1955.

LIT FOX

band and his half brother for the
murder, Emmett made a sexually
suggestive remark to her, grabbed
her roughly by lhe waist and let
loose a wolf whist]

Mow  Mrs. Bryant. more re-
cently known as Carolyn Bryant
Donham, has died at 88. On Thurs-
day, Megan LeBoeuf, the chief in-
vestigator for the Calcasieu
Parish coroner's office in Louisi-
ana, sent a statement confirming
the death, on Tuesday, in West-
lake, a small city in southern Loui-
siana. Ms. LeBoeuf did not pro-
vide further information.

With Mrs. Bryant’s death, the
wruth of what happened that Au-
gust day may now never be clear.
More than half a century after the
murder, Timothy B. Tvson, a Duke
University historian who inter-
viewed her, wrote that she had ad-
mitted to him that sl had per-
jured hersell on the witness stand
to make Emmett’s conduct sound
more threatening than it actually
was — serving, in Dt Tyson's
words, as “the mouthpiece of a
monstrous lie”

=“She said with respect to the

sical assault on her, or any-

thing menacing or sexual, that

that part isn"t true,” D Tyson vold
“CBS This Morning™ in 2017.
Continued on Page A20

Holding Out Hope in Ukraine
The Arch of Freedom in Kyiv, once dedicated to Russia’s friendship. More coverage, Page AS

ECONOMY GROWS
AT SLOWER PACE;
SPENDING SURGES

G.D.P. RISES 1.1 PERCENT

Consumers Provide Lift,
but the U.S. Housing
Market Shrinks

By BEN CASSELMAN

The housing market is slowing.
Businesses are pulling back on
hiring and investment. But Amer-
ican consumers are keeping the
eConomMYy out of & recession — at
least for now.

Gross domestic product, ad-
justed for inflation, rose at a 1.1
percent annual rate in the first
quarter, according to preliminary
data released by the Commerce
Department on Thursday. That
was down from a 2.6 percent rate
in the last three months of 2022
but nonetheless a third straight
quarter of growth after output de-
clined in the first half of last year.

The Federal Reserve’s efforts to
ool off the economy are having an
effect. The housing sector shrank
for the eighth consecutive guarter,
and business investment in equip-

Gross domestic product
Quariany Changs al annuas
raes, adjusted for inflaton

& 10

Source: Buroau of
Economic Analsis

12 14 18 1A | 3
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ment fell for the second quarter in
arow. Both areas are heavily influ-
enced by interest rates, which
policymakers hawve raised repeat-
edly over the past year to tamp
down inflation.

But those declines were more
than offset by robust spending by
consumers, which rose at an an-
nual rate of 3.7 percent, the fastest
growth since mid-2021, when the
Convid-189 vaccine rollout lifted the
economy. Consumers have been
buoyed by a strong job market
and rising wages, which hawve
helped them weather the combi-
nation of rising prices and higher
borrowing costs,

“You never want vo bet against
the US. consumer is what you
learn over and over again,” said
Stephen Juneau, an economist at
Bank of America.

Spending on services such as
travel and restaurant meals con-
tinued to rebound from pandemic
lows, and spending on goods also
rose after four straight quarters of
dechines.,

It isn't clear how long that resdl-
ience  can  continue,  however
Spending slowed as the guarter
progressed, and forecasvers said it
could weaken further amid head-
lines abowut layoffs, bank failures
and warnings of a possible reces-
sion. Savings rates have been edg-
ing higher, a sign that consumers
msy be growing more cautious,
more Americans are falling
Continued on Page A 14

Where Award Shows, Hallmark Dramas and Reality TV Meet

By ELENA BERGERON

The MN.EL. has televised its
draft since 1980, and soon aner,
sports leagues realized they could
sell rights to their selection shows
to  emerging cable networks
thirsty for content. In the decades
since, football’s rookie roll call has
far eclipsed those of its sports
peers, giving the N.F.L. draft pop-

N.FL. Draft Is About
More Than Football

ularity on a par with whoever
headlines the Grammys and big-
ger than HBO's “Succession”

For three days, a sport built on
viole collisions  holds  what

amounts to a foothall festival that
wraffics in heart-tugging stories
and innocent fun. At last year's
draft, N.F.L. Commissioner Roger
Goodell — a brawny former play-
er himsell — tumed w greet
Dewin Lloyd, the G-foot-3 lime-
backer who'd just been selected,
and offered the customary hand-
shake and hug. To Mr. Goodell's
shock, Mr. Lloyd leaned in and
snatched his new boss off the

ground in a motion so fluid that
Mr. Goodell simply tucked his feet
back and broke out into a laugh.
Mr. Lloyds mother, Ronyta
Johnson, said she'd told him o do
it on a whim. “I just wanted to see

Continued on Page A 18

TOP PICK Carolina selected Bryce
Young, a guarterback. PAGE BS

MNATIONAL AL1-19

Pence Testifies to Grand Jury
The former vice president is a key
witness in an inguiry inte Donald J.
Trump's efforts to retain power after
losing the 2020 election. PAGE AlE

Trump’s Accuser Grilled

E. Jean Carroll, who testified that the
former president raped her in the 1900s,
had a tense day on the stand as his Law-
ver questioned her memory.  PAGE AlS

Legislator Works From Hallway
As Montana's House entered the final
days of its session, one of the state’s tanog
wransgender lowmakers was beft exiled
from the House chamber. PAGE Al
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BUSINESS B1-7
Musk on A.L: It's Complicated

The billionaire plans to compete with
OpenAl, the ChatGPT developer he
helped found, while noting the risks of
artificial intelligence. PAGE B1

Meet the New Boss

Mike Cavanagh, now in charge of NBC-
Universal, is meeting with talent, in-
cluding Lester Hole and Jimmy Fallon,
as he ponders the future. PAGE Bl

Chaos Rules at Twitter
Eliminating check marks that helped
authenticate accounts has comvulsed a
platform that once seemed indispens-
able for breaking news PAGE B1

INTERNATIONAL A4-10

Uneasy Coexistence in Sudan
In parts of Khartoum, the civilians who
hawe not fled the city live fearfully
among the paramilitary fighters who
are battling the regular army. PAGE A4

He'll Give the Pope a Gag Gift
Eduard Habsburg, Hungary's ambassa-

dor to the Vatican, brings an offbeat
approach to diplomacy. PAGE AS

OBITUARIES A20-21

Host of Outrageous Talk Show
Jerry Springer, whose daytime program
set a new standard for tawdriness on
American television, was 7O,

WEEKEND ARTS C1-16
A Maestro Worth Watching
Cutfits worn by Yannick Mézet-Séguin,

the Metropolitan Opera's music director,
bring pizazz to the orchestra pit. PAGE CI

Color Them Provocative
Brazil's female artists have long focused

on abuses of universal rights. Below,
Berna Reale in “Palomo™ PAGE C12

SPORTS B8-10
Knicks and Heat Battle Again

When the teams clash in the N.B.A.
playvoffs, they really clash, as their
postseason history shows. PAGE BI0

Ravens Lock Up Quarterback

Wihen contract talks stalled last month,
Lamar Jackson wanted out of Balui-

more. Now he's there to stay.  PAGE B10
OPINION A22.23
Brent Staples PAGE A22
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Missed
warnings
about a
sexual
predator

Santa Monica police
knew of employvee’s

arrest but still let him
be a youth volunteer.

By RicHARD WINTON

Santa Monica police al-
lowed a civilian employee to
wvolunteer in a youth pro-
gram where he went on to
molest more than 200 chil-
dren — despite a 1991 back-
ground check that revealed
he was arrested as a teen for
molesting a toddler he baby-
sat, according to a report, re-
wviewed by The Times.

Beginning in the late
1980s, Eric Uller preyed on
the maost vulnerable
children in the predomi-
nantly Latino neighbor-
hoods of Santa Monica,
often traveling in an un-
marked pollce vehicle or his
personal SUV, which was
outfitted with police equip-
ment, according to court re-
cords. It took decades for
Uller to be exposed before he
was ultimately arrested and
charged in 2018.

This week, the Santa
Monica City Council ap-
proved a $122 5-million
payout to settle hundreds m‘
claims against the city's
top systems analyst, who
died by suicide before his
first court appearance. The
total settlements now top
$220 million
costly single-perpetrator
sexual disbursement for any
municipality.

Revelations that police
knew of the teenage arrest
heighten growing concerns

about why Santa Monica
police el repeated
warnings that Uller was a
predator.

News of the report was
especially wunsettling for

John AM Doe, one of hun-
dreds of former Police Activ-
itiles League youths who
sued the city over sexual

[See Uller, AT]
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guez might have left. Camarillo.
Rachel Zendejas was sexually assaulted and

slain in the small, sleepy city in Vent

ra County

in 1981, her naked body found across the street
firom the apartment she shared with Rodriguez.

Every year on Jan. 18 — the anniversary of her
death Rodriguez made the solemn call to de-
tectives, asking for updates and begging to con-
tinue the search for her killer.

He kept calling long after the case went cold.
His parents died without any answers. His
brothertoo. Rodriguez could not move away. He
wondered whether the killer lived in the area or
was someone he knew.

Now, 42 years after her killing, police say the
man who ended Zendejas’ life was close at hand
for all those years. Tony Garcia, a children’s kar-
ate instructor, was arrested Feb. 9 in Oxnard,
about 10 miles from where Zendejas” body was
dumped.

The 68-year-old Navy veteran was charged

Two unsolved
killings left
police and

families
frustrated. A
breakthrough
finally led to

an arrest.

By Noah Goldberg

EDwWaRD KINSELLA For The Times

COLD CASE HEATS UP
AFTER 42 YEARS

Were it not for his sister’s Killing, Roy Rodri-

with murder not only in Zendejas’ slaying but

also in the death
Gondek. the same ye

r.
"It's just like she died all over again,™
“It just makes you wonder if we ever
- He was hiding in plain

guez said
were in the same place,

of another womarn,

Lisa

Rodri-

sight. We used to drive by that karate place all
the time."™

While prosecutors have not provided a specif-
ic motive in the slayings, Ventura County Depu-
ty Dist. Atty. Richard Simon said Garcia —
whom he called a “serial kil Ier — had been sup-
pressing his violent tendenc

“He's been holding it in Tnn desires that he
has, the unges that he has, have been held in fora
long time,” Simon said in court,

Crarcia has denied the charges, which inclhade
anenhancement for rape.

The search for Zendejas' and Gondek's killer
has been an odyssey spanning generations of de-
tectives in Ventura County, one filled with starts
and stops and a misstep [See Cold case, A12]

Airman accused of
leak spoke of mass
killing, officials say

I’T(JSLLLIt{)rH call Jack
Teixeira a threat, flight
risk. Defense argues
he should be released.

BY ALANNA
DURKIN RICHER,
Eric TUCKER
AND Tara CoPp

WORCESTER, Mass. —
The Massachusetis Alr Na-
tional Guardsman accused
of leaking highly classified
military documents kept an
arsenal of guns and said on
cial media that he would
like to kill a “ton of people,”
prosecutors said in arguing
‘Thursday that Jack Teixeira
should remain in jail for his
trial.

The judge at Teixeira's
detention hearing put off an
immediate decision on
whether he should be kept in

custody or released to home
confinement or under other
conditions. Teixeira, 21, was
led away from the court in
handecufls, black TOSAryY
beads around his neck,
pending that ruling

Court filings raise new
que.sL]ons about why Teix-
eira, who held the rank of air-
man 1st class, had such a
high security clearance and
access to some of the na-
tion's most classifled se-
crets. Prosecutors said he
may still have material that
hasn't been released, which
could be of "tremendous val-
ue Lo hostile nation states
that could offer him safe har-
bor and attempt to facilitate
his escape from the United
States.”

‘The defense argued that

the government has not
shown he intended the
leaked information to be
widely disseminated, but

[See Teixsira, A7]
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HOMELAND SECURITY officials expect the number of migrant arrivals to
skyrocket after Title 42 orders end May 1. Above, the border crossing in Tijuana.

Colombia, Guatemala to
host U.S. migrant centers

Officials brace for record arrivals once Title 42 ends

Panthers draft Young with WNo. 1 piclk

Alabama quarterback heads to Carolina. Chargers
tap receiver Quentin Johnston at No. 21. SPORTS,. B10

Jerry Springer,
king of trash TV
The controversial host
of a daytime talk showr
“circus"” and former
mayor of Cincinnati dies
at age 79, CALENDAR, E1

Weather
Turning sunmy.
L.A. Basin: 74/65. B6

Musk broke a
Twitter hallmark

His ruining of a once-
useful platform will cost
us all, Brian Merchant
writes. BUSINESS, A8

A

BY ANDREA CASTILLO

WASHINGTON The
United States will establish
regional processing centers
for migrants in Colombia
and Guatemala in an effort
to reduce arrivals at the
southern border after a pan-
demic-era policy ends next
month, Biden administra-
tion officials announced
Thursday.

The administration is
also in talks with additional
Latin American countries
about the possibility of es-
tablishing more processing

ecenters, said Homeland Se-
curity Secretary Alejandro
M. Mayorkas.

Several thousand mi-
grants will be screened at
the centers each month for
eligibility under the U5, Ref-
ugee Admissions Program
and other humanitarian and
labor pathways, AL a news
conference with Mavorkas,
Secretary of State Antongy .JT.
Blinken said he expects
many more people to stay
near the regional centers
and wait for their chance to
seek legal protections.

Blinken sald Spain and
Canada will accept referrals

from the regional centers.

“Migration is the defini-
tion of a challenge that no
country can solve alone,” he
said.

The announcement
comes two weeks before the
expected end of Title 42 or-
ders, which were imple-
mented amid the COVID-19
pandemic and prevented
migrants from reguesting
asylum, allowing border
agents to returm many of
them swiftly back to Mexico.
Migrants have been expelled
from the U.S. nearly 2.8 mil-
lion times under Title 42

[See Migrants, A4]

A new
voting
system
reality

Shasra County, which
ditched Dominion,
learns hand-counting
will come at a cost.

By JESSICA GARRISON

Weeks after deciding to
dump Dominion Voting Sys-
temns and become the largest
government entity in the
.8, to hand-count its voles,
Shasta County officials are
now grappling with the com-
plex logisties of actually car-
rving out that approach, ac-
curately and legally, in a
county of 200,000 peaple.

Ina Board of Supervisors
meeting Tuesday spiced
with angry personal attacks
— and during which Super-
visor Kevin Crye was served
with recall papers on the da-
is midsession — county staff
told board members that
hand-counting ballots could
cost an additional 3 million
over two yvears. The board ul-
timately voted to fund seven
more staff positions to carry
out the effort, even as fMab-
bergasted citizens in the au-
dience bemoaned what they
said were absurd new ex-
penses for & county strug-
gling to provide healthcare
and homeless services.

The board’s decision ear-
lier this year to sever the
ecounty's long-standing rela-
tionship with Dominlon, one

[Ses Voting, A0]
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Fissures
emerge on
abortion in

red slates

Thwarted S.C., Nebraska
bills show infighting on
how far limits should go

BY BRITTANY SHAMMAS,
Dan RoOSENZWEING-ZIFF,
RACHEL ROUBEIN
AND CAROLINE KITCHENER

Strict mew abortion restric-
tions failed to advance in two
conservative-dominated state
legislatures Thursday, signaling
a mounting fear among some
Republicans that abortion bans
eould lead to political backlash.

A near-total ban on abortion
failed in South Carclina, just
hours before a sivowesk  ban
fizzled in Nebraska. Abortion
remains legal in both staves until
22 weeks of pregnancy.

In le and often im|
sioned speeches on the South
Carolina Senate floor, the state's
five female senators — three
Republicans and two Democrats
— decried what would have been
a near-total ban on abortion.

Ome, Sen. Sandy Senn (R),
likened the implications to the
dystopian novel “The Hand-
maid’s Tale,” in which women are
treated as property of the state.

Abortion  laws, Senn said,
“have always been, each and
every one of them, about control
— plain and simple. And in the
Senate, the males hawve all the
eontrol.”

While it was women whao
helped defeat the measure in
South Caroling, in Nebraska it
was an SO-vear-old man who
stalled it

Sen, Merv Riepe, a longtime
Republican who would have
been the decisive vote to advance

SEE ABORTION ON A0
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In California, rising fear

Democracy Dies in Darkness

After a long drought, record snowmelt may be poised to flood 1'II—|Jrepa|'ed farm towns
G

ol a doomsday deluge

BY BRIANNA SACKS
109 CUTLER, CALIF,

ayden Martiner walked across the cracked mud of the

canal that flosded his family’s home last month, his

Pokemon-themed Crocs crunching on

and rocks. Standing on the bank, the 9-year-old looked at
the channel, partially clogged with trash, and recoumnted
how the surging water broke through, turning his street
into a river and leaving his family and neighbors 10 minutes:
to grab what they could and get out.

Jayden, his mother, Juanita Martinez, and dozens of
other rezidents in this central California farming town are
trying to rebound from a flood brought on by relentless

es of concrete

rains, a shock after enduring vears of extreme drought.
Now, as wet mattresses and furniture still dry out in front
yards, some residents who live along the canal, including
Martinez, had no idea that immense amounts of water
might impact their lives again.

In the coming weeks and months, Cutler, located about
three hours north of Los Angeles in Tulare County, and

other towns in the San

Joaguin Valley are facing the

prospect of catastrophic flooding from what could be the
largest amount of snowmelt in state history — and much of

A girl stands on the bank of a stream in Cutler, Calif,, that overflowed this month during
infrastructure here may be put to a test with billions of gallons of water coursing through already saturated waterways.

Va. diversity
‘hief talks

SEE FLOOD ON A8

rain. The

down ‘equity’
in VMI visit

BY LAN SIarims

Virginia's chief diversity officer
was blunt. He took the stage last
Friday at Virginia Military Insti-
tute — a college embroiled in a
tense debate over racism, sexism
and diversity reforms — and
slammed the whole concept of
diversity, equity and inclusion,

“Let’s take a moment right now
to kill that cow. DEI is dead.” said
Martin D. Brown, who was ap-

pointed by Gov. Glenn Youngkin
(It} in November. “We're not going
to bring that cow up anymore, It's
dead. It was mandated by the
General Assembly, but this gover-
mor has a different philosophy of
civil discourse, civility, treating —
living the golden Tule, right?™

Brown, a Black Republican
who is a former Heritage Founda-
ton fellow and worked for two
previous GOF governors, wis the
featured speaker at a mandatory

Carolyn Bryant was 21 years
old in 1955, a former beauty
queen with ivory skim, high
cheskbones and piercing dark
eyes, She lived a quiet Tife, rais-
ing two sons and working at her
hushand= Miszissippl grocery,
until a Me-year-old  African
American, Emmett Till, stopped
in the store for bubble gum one
August evening and wis said to
have wolf-whistled at her on the
way out.

Drays later, on Aug. 28, 1955,
Till was abducted, tortured and
shot. His body was tethered with
barbed wire to a cotton gin fan
and submerged in the Talla-
hatchie River. Hiz mother, Ma-
mie Till-Mobley, insisted that
herson’s remains be displayed in
an open casket, laying bare for
news photographers and the
public the horrors of racism in

annual  “inclusive  excellence™ the Deep South.
training session for VMIs faculty When Mrs,
and staff members. VMI recorded husband,

the speech and made it available
after The Washington Post asked
to see it

SEEWMI 0N A6

IN THIE NEW!

half brother JW. Milam stood
trial for Till's murder, Mrs. Bry-
ant testified in court that Till

Bryant‘s then-
Bryant, and his

CAROLYN BRYANT 1934-2023

Wife of one of boy’s killers wi
episode that helped spur civil rights movement

Her accusation led to murder of Emmett Till

central to

BY EMILY LANGER

ar

1A BOTSFOAD THE WASHINGTON POST

Penee testifies The former viee president
spent several hours belfore the grand jury
investigating the Jan, 6, 2021, Capitol riot. AZ

610_u7929

THE NATION

A massive project ana-
Iyzing 240 mammals’
wenomes, including that
of Balto the sled dog.
seeks to rewrite our un-
derstanding of evolu-
tiom, A6

A photo of a noteen
in President Biden's
Tarad revealed one of
the diry little secrets of
White Howse news con-
ferences. A%
Overriding the Dermo-
cratic governor’s veto,
Kansas I.m.m.lk.c-rx
passed w

called one of the st
sweeping anti-trans
bathroom bills in the
nation. A10

THE WORLD

“The Azov Brigade,
hailed in Ukraine for its
tenacity during the Fus-
sian siege of Mariupol,
is racing to rebuild for a
spring offensive after
heavy combat losses. An
Four people who fled
the fighting in Sudan
shared their stories of
escape with The Wash-
ington Post. A12

had propositioned her — a trans-
gression that would have been
unforgivable to a White man in
the Jim Crow era.

Drespite an avalanche of in-
criminating evidence, an all-
White jury in Sumner, Miss.,
acquitted Bryant and Milam af-

ter little more than an hour of
deliberation. One juror re-
marked that they would have
reached a verdict more quickly
had they not “stopped to drink
pop” Shortly thereafter, the de-
fendants confessed to the mur-
der in a paid interview with
Lowok magazine,

Mrs. Bryant, a central and
ultimately el figure in a
Iynching that stunned the na-
tion with its hrotality and
helped spur the civil rights
movement, died April 25 at her

SERE WK A

In Angust 1955, 14-year-oll Emmett Till stopped in the Mississippi
grocery vwned by Carolyn Bryants husband while she was in the
store and was said to have wolfwhistled at her. Days later, Roy
Bryant and his half brother abducted, tortured amnd shot Till.

thom said it will set up
immigration processing
cemters in Latin Ameri-
ea to help curb illegal
crossings at the ULS,
southern border. az

THE ECONOMY
Sudden bipartisan
momentum in Congress
to reinstitute tariffs on
Chinese solar compo-
nents had the U8,
dustry alarmed.

THE REGION

A coalition of busi-
nesses is sesking to
change a rule that limits
the number of lomg-dis-
tance flights on Reagan

Her death was confirmed by
the Calcasien Parish coromer’s
office in Lake Charles, La. Mo

cause was given in the s

National Airport’s

home in Westlake, La. She was
EE

SEE BEYANT 0N AZ
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Growth
in GDP
slows

sharply

GLOOMY OUTLOOK

Expansion rate of 1.1
reveals ‘growing cracks’

BY ABRNA Bruarranan

The L5 economy wobbled in
the first months of 2023, growing
at an annual rate of 1.1 percent, as
higher interest rates and a bank-
ing crisis dragged down activity
ACIOSS SECtors.

The latest figures, released
Thursday by the Bureau of Eco-
nomic Analysis, mark a sharp
slowdown at a time wihen Wall
Street is already bracing for reces-
sion, in part because of fears that
the banking sector’s troubles will
curtail lending. By comparison,
the TLS. economy at an an-
nual rate of .6 percent inthe last
three months of 2022,

“The economy is in a very un-
settling, dicey  situation” =said
Joseph LaVorgma, chief econo-
mist at SMBC Wikko Securities
America. ‘Al forwand-looking
mesures are pointing to signifi-
cant slowing.”

Three years after the 2020 cor-
onavires recession — the steepest
and shortest on record — the ULS.
economy remains resilient but
shaky, Businesses are hiring, peo-
ple are getting raises, and families
are continuing to spend.

But retail sales have fallen for
‘e months in a row, manufactur-
ing output is slumping, and bank

SLE GDF ON A1

Debt Hmit: Biden digs in heals on
nornegotiations stance. AS

Carroll cites
#MeToo as
inspiration
Lo go publi

BY SHAVNA JACOBS,
K BELLWARE
AND Mark BERMAMN

NEW YOREK — E_Jean Carroll, who
has accused Donald Tromp of
raping her tw decades before he
became resident, testified
Thursday that the sMeToo move-
ment inspired her to speak out
after years of remaining silent.

“Woman after woman stood
up,” Carroll said, “T thought, well,
this may be a way to change the
culture of sexual violence. .. 1
thought, we can actually change
things if we all tell our stories.™

Taking the atand for a second
day as part of her civil lawsuit
against Trump, Carroll was gques-
tioned by Joe Tacopina, the for-
mer president’s attorney, who ap-
peared focused on picking apart
her allegations and generally
weakening her credibility with
jurors.

Carroll, a writer and former
adviee columnist. said Trump
raped her during a chance en-
counter at a Manhattan depart-
ment store in the mid-1000s, She
publicly accused him in 2005,

SEE CARROLL 0N Ad

schedule. B
The retirement of DuC
Police Chicef Robert J.
Contee T will leave a
wvoid, Mayor Muriel E.
Bowser said, i
tiomwiche ge

replacerment h‘e-_ujns. B1

OBITUARIES

Jerry Springer, 79,
presided over televie
sion’s most notorions
tabloid talk show. B4

SPORTS
Commanders pick
Emmanuel Forbes
The Mississippi Samwe
carmer adds yauth, speed
to the secondary. DL
WEEKEND

Ballpark basics

A guide 1o help you e
the most out of your visit
to Nationals Park.

SPORTS

Lamr J; amd
the Bavens agreesd on a
five-year contract, end-
ing a stalemate with the
former NFL MVP.
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Doctors accused of
preying on patients

to protect people from sexual

I State medical board failed
misconduct. In Weekend Extra

Leak
suspect
kept an
‘arsenal’

No immediate ruling on
whether to release him

Bart Jansen and Tom Vanden Brook
USA TODAY

Prosecutors argued that Jack Teix-
eira, the Air National Guardsman
accused of releasing Pentagon secrets
on social media, had an “arsenal” of
weapons and could flee the country if
released from jail, during his detention
hearing Thursday.

Teixeira, 21, of North Dighton, Mas-
sachusetts, is charged with unautho-
rized retention of national defense in-
formation and unauthorized removal
of classified documents.

1.5, Magistrate Judge Dawid
Hennessy didn't rule immediately
whether to release Teixeira with con-
ditions, as his lawyers requested, or
keep him jailed until trial.

‘A wirtual arsenal of weapons’

In a court filing Wednesday, prose-
cutors said he kept a gun locker near
his bed that held weapons including
handguns, bolt-action rifles, shotguns
and an AK-style high-capacity weap-
on. FBI agents searched the dumpster
outside his house and found a mili-
tary-style helmet, a mounting bracket
used to attach a camera to the helmet
and a GoPro camera.

“A search of the Defendant's pri-
mary and secondary residences — that
of his mother and father — also re-
wealed the existence of a wvirtual ar-
senal of weapons, including bolt-ac-
tion rifles, rifles, AR and AK-style
weapons, and a bazooka,” prosecutors
said.

Teixeira also appeared fixated on
mass Killings, according to prosecu-
tors:

e In November 2022, he said he
would “kill a (expletive) ton of people”™
because it would be “culling the weak-
minded.”

See TEIXEIRA, Page 3A
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Find the right
financial adviser

Unsure where to turn for investment
help? The inaugural Best Financial
Advisory Firms list, developed for
usa TODAY by a leading market
research company, points you in the
right direction as you search for the
company best suited to your needs.

Read more in Money, 5B
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5 MLB trends that
could stick around
We're only a month into season,

but these seem to bring the signal
as much as the noise. In Sports

WEEK IN REVIEW THIS WEEK'S TOP NEWS, 6A

WARA SHAHIDI
AS TINKERBELL
PROVIDED
BY DISHNEY

HIKEND

‘Peter Pan & Wendy’
updates characters

injects some modern sensil es,

I Live-action version of 1953 classic
corrects racist stereotypes. In Life

E2

After years of drought, California saw its snowpack hit a record high of 237% of normal, according to state officials. While
that’s helping to replenish depleted reservoirs, melting snow has raised concerns about flooding. MaARIC TAMA/GETTY IMAGES

The ‘Big Melt’ begins as
temps rise in California

nowpack, meet heat wave. With near-record highs expected this weekend, California is starting to
experience what has been called the “Big Melt.” And although the snowpack has helped quench the
state's drought for now, experts, state officials and residents are concerned the water will be too

much of a good thing. Winter storms contributed to a snowpack that stands at 237% of average —

equivalent to 61 inches of water. The snow won't melt all at once, of course, but the water has already caused

two rivers to run high, leading officials to order closures of parts of Yosemite National Park. The hot weather
won't last too long, forecasters say, but the cooldown could bring rainstorms that exacerbate flood risks.

Read more on Page 3A

Martha Dejulian Ronquillo works at a hotel in Wilmington, N.C. In 2019, she

found out she was at risk for uterine cancer. KEM BLEVINS/USA TODAY NETWORK

Latino women see ‘staggering’
increase in uterine cancer

Nada Hassanein
UsA TODAY

For six years, Martha Dejulian Ron-
quillo suffered anemia and depres-
sion. The mother of two in her late 30s
often called out of work as a house-
keeper because of fatigue and pain.

In those years, Ronguillo bled daily
and heavily outside of her periods. The
blood loss led to chronic depression
and so much iron deficiency that she
needed three iron transfusions.

Clinicians prescribed medicines to
stem the bleeding, but they didn’t work.

“It was a very terrible time,” said
Ronguillo, who lives in Wilmington,
MNorth Carolina. “I didn't want to exist
anymore. [ just wanted to die.”

Finally, in the summer of 2019,
doctors referred her to a specialist who
took a biopsy. Ronquillo’s uterus had
precancerous cells that probably
would progress into cancer, the doctor
told her.

Two months after turning 39, Ron-
guillo had a hysterectomy.

“I feel very grateful,” said Ronguillo,

See CANCER, Page 4A

Debt limit

showdown
begins

in earnest

White House’s message
to GOP: “We pay our bills’

Candy Woodall
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — After House Re-
publicans narrowly passed their debt
limit plan, the White House reminded
them why the celebration should be
short lived.

The bill, which would raise the debt
limit into May 2024 and slash spend-
ing, is “dead on arrival” in the Senate,
according to Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer, and President Joe Biden has
said he would veto it.

Despite the pats on the back in the
House chamber Wednesday evening,
lawmakers are no closer to increasing
the government's borrowing power
and preventing the U.5. from default-
ing on its debt.

In a statement after the vote, White
House press secretary Harine Jean-
Pierre called on House Republicans to
“act immediately” to avoid default.

Republicans have said they will not
raise the debt limit without getting
spending cuts in return, and the presi-

See SHOWDOWN, Page 34
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especitaculos

Drew Barrymore, de
actriz de comedia a
nueva reina del talk show

Su humor v espontaneidad la convirtieron enuna
referente para las nuevas generaciones.

cultura

Esta vez, la Feria del
Libro abrio sin
estridencias politicas

P A diferencia del afio pasado, el discurso

inaugural no buscd la provocacidn; la gran cita
cultural ofrece una nutrida agenda. Pagina 24

LA NACIO

VIERNES 28 DE ABRIL DE 2023 | LANACION COM.AR

Cristina respaldo a Massay
culpo al FMI por la corrida
cambiariay la inflacion

acto. Llamod a reformular el acuerdo; insinuo que no sera candidata v confronté con Milei

En su reaparicidn en un acto pibli-
co después de 40 dias, la vieepresi-
denta Cristina Kirchner expresd su
respaldoalagestiondel ministrode
Economia, Sergio Massa, v respon-
sabilizd al Fondo Monetario Inter-
nacional (FMI) por la corrida cam-
biaria porquedemorden habilitarla
intervencidn del BancoCentral enel

mercado. Enunactoenel TeatroAr-
gentinode La Plata, con formato de
clase magistral que se extendid du-
rante casiuna horay media, dijoque
hay que reformular el acuerdo con
el FMI, al que calificd de “inflaciona-
rio”. Después criticd largamente la
propuestadedolarizacion de Javier
Milei,a quien definidcomoun here-

dero de Domingo Cavallo.

Ante un auditorio militante que
varias veces cantd “Cristina presi-
denta”, lavicepresidenta buscodes-
activar la hipdtesis de una candida-
tura. “Yoya di loque tenia que dar”,
fuela frase méis clara. Nohizo ningu-
namencional corrimientoelectoral
de Alberto Ferndndez. Paginag

EL ESCENARIO
Una “clase” para
condicionar
Claudio Jacquelin
Pagina 10

Revolucion Maratea: $324 millones en 7 horas

deportes
timdque ‘enl0ol5dias” se podrian conseguir los més de US§20 millones queadeuda el clubde Avellaneda. Lagentereacciond inmediatamentey en unas
7 horas se recandaron mas de $324 millones. En medio de la erisis, varios exfutbolistas de la entidad, como Miguel Angel Santoro, respaldaron la causa.

Santiago Maratea lanzdayer la colecta paraayudaraIndependiente y sacudid nosoloal ambiente del fistbol. El influencer fue optimistay es-

Ordenan llevar
a carceles a los
detenidos en
comisarias

RESOLUCION. Un fallo
aceptd el reclamo de la
Ciudad v fijd plazos para
el traslado. paginaze

El transporte publico, en crisis. Las fallas de
un sistema que degrada la vida cotidiana

Trenes, subtes y colectivos en el AMBA, con faltas de inversicdn y flotas obsoletas

Lamovilidad enel sisterna de trans-
porte piiblico del drea metropoli-
tanade Buenos Aires (AMBA) fun-
ciona bajo un estrés permanente,
con la sensacitén de que cualquier

eslabdnen malas condiciones pue-
de provocar un desastre. En esa
area geografica, se realizan mas
de 10,000 viajes diarios, los trenes
transportan 830.000 personas por

jornadayméasde 300,000 recurmen
a los subtes. Los subsidios atrasa-
dos, las flotas sin renovar y hasta
paros por diversos reclamos afec-
tan la vida cotidiana. Pigina 22

Suben otra
vezlatasay
se acent!ia

la sangria
dereservas

MERCADOS. El BCRA
vendid USS79 millones:
el interés pasd del 81%
al 91% anual

El Banco Central (BCRA) cedid
ayer otros USS79 millones de
sus reservas netas. Acumuld asi
el segundo saldo negativo con-
secutivo, algo inédito en tiem-
pos de ddlar soja, al sacrificar en
esos dosdias US$128 millones. Al
mismo tiempo, con ¢l objetivo
de calmar el mercado cambia-
rio, volvid a subir ayer la tasa de
interés de referencia solo una se-
mana después de haberla actua-
lizado. La tasa anual fue llevada
del 81% al 91%, loque implica una
tasa efectiva anual de 141% para
depositos a plazo fijo, por enci-
ma de las expectativas de infla-
cidn del mercado (120%). Paginals

DESDE ADENTRO
Un ministro
dispuesto a
todo para
llegar a agosto

Florencia Donouvan
PARA LA NACION

Paginald

Pérsico dijo
quevana ir

PRECIOS. El funcionario y diri-
gente piquetero Emilio Pérsico
reveld que el ministro de Econo-
mia, Sergio Massa, les pidid a los
movimientos sociales y gremios
que salgan a “apretar” a empre-
sarios para bajar los precios. El
referente del Movimiento Evita
dijo que ¢l mensaje de Massa fue
parte de la reunitn con gremios
v organizaciones de piqueteros
paraimpulsarunacuerdode pre-
ciosy salarios. Pagina 14
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Nao aceitamos
focinheira ou
coleira, afirma
lider do MST

Em entrevista 4 Folha, o
coordenador nacional do
MST, Jodo Paulo Rodri-
gues, 43, defendeu auto-
nomia dos sem-terra em
relacio ao governo Lula e
disse gue a criagao de CPI
contra o movimento € in-
constitucional. “J4 passa-
mos por quatro CPIs, e o
MST saiu mais forre de to-
daselas’, disse ao defender
as invasoes do abril verme-
lho e cobrar agbes para re-
forma agraria. Politica A10

STF suspende
julgamento sobre
correcio do FGTS

O ministro do STF Kassio
Nunes Margues pediu vis-
ta no julgamento gque dis-
cute possivel mudanca na
correcio dewvalores depo-
sitados no FGTS. A acio
debate a constitucionali-
dade das atuais regras, e
oresultado pode elevar os
recursos a que trabalhado-
res tém direito, Mercade a9

ST]J decide que qualquer

saldrio é garantia de divida
Decisdo, para a qual cabe
recurso, diz que o saldrio
de qualguer valor pode ser
garantia de divida. Regra
atual s6 libera penhora
de gquem ganha acima de
50 saldrios minimos. ae

ClecCs

Jards quer
amor e paz

“Estavanahorade fazerum
disco de amor como gesto
politice”, diz Jards Maca-
1¢, 8o, que lanca “Coracio
Bifurcado®, seu13° de iné-
ditas. Odlbum conta com
Na Ozetti, no lugar de Gal
Costa, e Maria Bethénia.

ilustrada

ilustrada C2
Mauricio de Sousa
perde cadeira na
ABL para o filologo
Ricardo Cavaliere

Um dia apés Joe Biden re-
ceber o sul-coreano Yoon
Sukeyeol, a China advertiu
0s dois paises a nao provo-
carem tensao nuclear com
a Coreia do Norte. a4

ATMOSFERA

Sdo Paulo hoje

©oh  &h 12k 18k 24k
Hajs Amanki
Rio 2217 27 £ 20 27
Brasilia &7 16" 28° £ 16 27
Ribeirdo £>19° 28" & 18 29
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Jards Macalé anda
cantor trata das di

SEXTA-FEIRA, 28 DE ABRIL DE 2023

galo Leme, no Rio de lneiro; novo disco do

rentes formas do amor eduants aaizelFolhapess

R$ 6,00

Cortar isencao como
prevé marco fiscal é
inviavel, diz Receita

Documento sigiloso de 2019 detalha complexidade que
pode prejudicar planos de Haddad de elevar arrecadacao

Uma nota técnica da Recei-
ta Federal 4 quala Folha te-
wve acesso dd uma ideia das
dificuldades gque o ministro
da Fazenda, Fernando Had-
dad, pode ter em seu obje-
tivo de reduzir o chamado
gasto tributdrio, que cor-
responde a perda de arre-
cad: g:aupmvocadagurbe-
neficios e isencoes Oscais.

O documento foi produ-
zido em novembro de 2019
e mantido em sigilo.

&6

Banco Central nio
pode considerar
que suas acies sao
apenas técnicas
Simone Tebet

ministra do Planejamento

0 gue importa

na economia

nao € a Selic

Campos Neto
presidente do Banco Central

Se economia
continuar
desacelerando,
vamos ter
problemas fiscais
Fernando Haddad
ministro da Fazenda

A conta niio fecha,
diz Arminio Fraga
sobre arcabougo

No Senado, o ex-presiden-
te do Banco Central criti-
cou o arcabougo fiscal pro-
posto pelo governo Lula
(PT). Paraele, asmetassio
insuficientes., “Nao é sufi-
ciente zerar o primdrio. E
fundamental caminharna
direcdo de um saldo pri-
mario maior. A aritmeéti-
ca ndo fecha” mercado a18

Justica manda Google tirar
do ar links sobre Melhem

A pedido de Leticia Spil-
ler, a Justiga do Rio orde-
nou gque o Google tire do
ar links da entrevista em
que a atriz fala das denin-
cias contra Melhem. a2z

Caso Cuca reflete rigor da

sociedade contra abusos

Para especialistas, a saida
dotécnico do Corinthians
mostra que futebol nao é
isento de mudancas soci-
ais, sobretudo em relacio
a violéncia de género. Bs

EDITORIAL A2

Quem paga o donibus

Sobre salto do gasto com
subsidios na cidade de SB

Editado ainda na gestao
Bolsonaro, o estudo destrin-
cha a complexidade da es-
trutura das desoneragoes,
que permanece inalterada.
Seizmdo economistas con-
sultados pela reportagem,
o documento, neste aspec-
o, permanece atual.

As isengdes representam
uma perda estimada de
R3 456 bilhdes para a Uni-
do neste ano e devemn che-
gar a R$ 486 bilhdes em 2024.

EDITORIAL A2

Segundo técnicos da Re-
ceita, é invidvel reverter re-
nuncias tributdrias de ma-
neira linear e sem um perio-
do de transigio. Eles desa-
conselham também altera-
¢des pontuais e isoladas. Is-
S0 atrairia a oposicio de se-
tores econdmicos e do Con-
gresso, colocando em risco
arevisio mais eficiente das
desoneracoes dentro da for
ma que interessa, na refor
ma tributdria. mercado a1z

Esgoto para todos

O maior retrocesso na regu-
lacio econdmica patrocina-
do até agora pelo governo
Lula foi a revisao de pontos
essenciais do marco legal
do saneamento, de 2ozo0.

Hi que deixar para tris o
estatismo gque hoje mantém
quase metade da populacio
SEITl ACess0 a esgoto —direi-
to bdsico e servico essencial
para a satde prblica.

Documentos mostram alertas
da Abin sobre violéncia em 8/1

0 entio chefe do GSI, Gon-
alves Dias, e o Ministério
a Justiga, ja sob Flavio Di-

no, foram alertados pela

Abin sobre a possibilidade

de agbesviolentas e invasao

a predios ptiblicos nos atos

de 8 de janeiro deste ano.

Renato Terra
Nao foi Bolsonaro,
foi seu eu lirico

Diante da inexoravel re-
percussio negativa das
desculpas esfarrapadas
sobre golpismo e seu des-
governo, tomo a liberdade
de sugerirao ex-presiden-
te Bolsonaro uma padro-
nizagio das respostas. Al-
go que pelo menos lhe ga-
ranta uma linha de racio-
cinio coerente. fhustrada C1o

Mensagens 4s autorida-
des estao registradas em
documentos obtidos pela
reportagem da Folha, Os
avisos foram enviados em
6 de janeiro, dois dias an-
tes dos ataques golpistas na
capital federal. politica A4

Lula indica que vai
nomear general
Amaro para o GSI
Em reunido com minis-
tros, o presidente disse
que deverd nomear o gene-
ral Marcos Antonio Ama-
ro para chefiar o Gabine-
te de Seguranca Institu-
ciona, no lugar de Gon-
galves Dias, que pediu de-
missdo. Amaro trabalhou
com aex-presidente Dilma
Rousseff (PT). politica A5

Amanda Perobelll/Resters

FOGO NA FAVELA DO PAU QUEIMADO

Incéndio de grandes proporgoes atingiu a comunidade Kam-
pala Chaparralna madru%:da desta quinta, nazona leste de

S80 Paulo, e deixou dois

ridos e 5o familias desabrigadas
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Ministros del TSJE hicieron un llamado a la ciudadania para ir a votar

Desafio para el 30 es superar

@ Santiago Pefia cerro
SU camparia con un
encuentro con medicos.

@ Efrain Alegre termind
su proselitismo con un
acto en Capiata.

@ Comicios en Paraguay
estan en mas que nunca
en la mira internacional.
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que mas cantidad de " I
personas sufragaron.
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Investigaran la supuesta || Se levanté del dolor Denuncian penalmente a
enfermedad de RGD para | para tener un nuevo Sandra Quifionez por mal
no asistir a juicio oral comienzo en familia_ desempefio y prevaricato
P IR BL PACENA PAGRA B
. cRS5s  (@TOYOTOSHI
A | =3 3¢ Ii|I w mersnss LUBIRAX
f 5IN REFUERZIDS R ———
VERSATIL HIT[TY cOMODA e @ e @




3,40€ vendred 28 avril 2073 LE FIGARD - N 24 474 - www_lefigaro. fr - France métropaolitaine uniguement

LEYIGARO

lefigaro.fr

+ Bans la liberte de blimer, il n'est point d'eloge Qateur = Beaumarchais

TENDANCE

LE NOUVEL ART

LEYIGARO
scope

- o Paris:les meilleures adresses pour manger viande et poisson crus
y = Antibes:un week-end azuréen sur les pas de Picasso « Bale du Mont-

L

'\,_1‘4\
N1

DE VIVRE ALA
MP AGNE paces 28 ET 20

b S Saint-Michel : nos tables preférees de Cancale a Granville PAGEsS 34 A37
— i
EELV .
ogement : la nouvelle crise
ambitions L]
de Yannick Jadot

PAGE 4

DIPLOMATIE

qui alarme le gouvernement

Pékin reprend

langue avec Kiev " P " & " o Ea i z

PAGE & La hausse des taux d'intérét a déstabilisé le marché de I'immobilier : déja surréglementée,

ETATS-UNIS la construction est en berne, et I'accession i la propriété devient de plus en plus difficile.

Des activistes noirs _

ameéricains ciblés A entendre le président du  d’une catastrophe dans le do-  acheter. Un grand nombre  ajoutée a une réglementa- de 25% Pan dernier, les

le FSB Medef, Geoffroy Roux de  maine du logement . Enrai- d’entre eux se trouvent tion de plus en plus tatillon-  promoteurs sont dans la

par le russe Bézieux, relayant lessignaux  son de la hausse des taux  contraints de quitter les ne sur la construction, fait tourmente et le gouverne

PAGET d'alarme répétés des profes-  d'intérét, les meénages ont  centres-villes et d'habiter desdégits dans le secteur de  ment a décidé d'envoyer la
. — sionnels de l'immobilier, de moins en moins aceés au loin de leur lieu de travail.  la construction. Avec des  Caisse des dépits a lear se-

SECURITE «la France wva ou-devant crédit et ne peuvent plus  Cette chute de la demande,  ventes dans le neuf en baisse  cours.

Des rodéos urbains
toujours plus
dangereux racs:

GENETIQUE
L'ADN animal,

une clé pour lire

le génome humain
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Comment
Borne a fait
céder

FOOTBALL Macron
Coupe de France: 5
Nantes réwve 'Sur l@ 101 .
d'un double immigration
pour I'histoire -
Pergu comme la future grande
épreuve du feu aprés la réfor-
LN = Aa me des retraites, le projet de
L] = £ - loi sur l'immigration devait
~ Royaume-Uni, §  wvoir le jour avant 'été. Le pré-
= le combat ] sident 1'avait confié en début
o perdu o = de semaine. Son annonce était
—] Eﬂntl'e lobésité I em - l 3 r 3 méme la plus attendue de la
a « Penser Onde a' ricoie cn p"lsnn“ o feuille de route de Ia premiére
;2 - g .-y - - o & ministre. Or Elisabeth Borne a
la Russie, ar la criminalité organisée £ acté son report 2 lautomne.
=
E une urgence 2 De quoi, d'un méme coup,
IE . - . = F = ER . . agacer le président, Gérald
lﬂ: pour IUI'DPE En 2022, les exploitations agricoles ont été la cible de 16000 atteintes aux biens, soit prés d’un fait toutes les trente Darmuanin et les Républicains.
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occipations majeures des Fran

gais, Pour beaucoup d'entre eux,
se logrer correctement, 4 un prix accessible,
est un combat perdu d*avance. Contraire-
ment aux deux ans de travall supplémen
taires de la réforme des retraites, aisés a

qui nous éloigne chaque jour davantage du
réve sarkozven d'une « France des proprid¢
taires =, Prix excessifs, hausse des taux
dlintérét et frilosité des banques écartent
d'emblée une grande partie des candidats

surtout les plus feunes - a 1'acquisition.

: matérialiser et a comptabiliser, la douleur . L'inflation de régle-
Etes-vous convaincu insidieuse du mal-logement ne fait descen- Prix ments  imposés  aux
par la feville de route dre personne dans la rue, Elle n'en consti-  excessifs  promoteurs, aux pro-
gouvernementale tue pas moins une souffrance quotidienne . : priétaires et aux collec
présentée pour tous ceux, nombreux, contraints et frenéS]-e tivités au nom d'impé-
par Elisabeth Borne 7 d'habiter loin de leur lieu de travail, pour  NOIMAtIVe ratifs climatiques ou

JO qui les centres-villes sont devenus inabor : £ £ A . prétendument sociaux
Dmugﬁ I::Ik}?l:;j dables. Une angoisse pour ceux, tout aussi irréfléchie achéve de gripper le

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 145830

Votez aujourd'hui

nombreux, qui arrivent i la fin de leur vie
active sans avoir eu la possibilité de s"ache

ter un toit. Une colére, enfin, pour ceux qui
ne pourront jamais habiter dans leur ré-
gion, prés de leur famille et de leurs racines,
victimes de prix devenus dissuasifs. Des
volx de plus en plus nombrenses s"élevent
pour alerter sur les dangers de cette crise du
logement, qui grossit & vae doeil. 1 faue les
entendre. Car, derriére elle, se profile le
risque d'une autre crise, sociale celle-la,

marché, Soyons humbles : il n'existe pas de
reméde miracle 4 un probléme d'une telle
ampleur, fruit de changements de mode de
vie profonds et d'une frénésie normative
irréfléchie. On doute que la mobilisation
de la Caisse des dépdts, décrétée par le
gouvernement, suffise. En revanche, une
remise A plat de la politique du logement
- 40 millizrds par an... - ainsi qu'un inven-
taire critique de la réglementation relevent
autant du bon sens que de I'urgence. |
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Thesilent
struggles of

Watchdog:
Met may be
failing to spot
serial killers

Emine Sinmaz

The Metropalitan police could be fail-
ing to spot serial killers and identify
murders because they are not prop-
erly investigating unexpected
deaths, the inspector of constabu-
lary has warned.

Matt Parr’s comments came aftera
damning report concluded Britain's
largest force had still not learned
from its “calamitous failures” in the
case ofthe serial killer Stephen Port -
and said “history could repeat itself*.

Port, 48, drugged, raped and mur-
dered four men - Anthony Walgate,
23, Gabriel Kovari, 22, Daniel Whit-
worth, 21, and Jack Taylor, 25 - before
dumping their bodies near his flat in
Barking, east London, between June
2014 and September 2015.

Parr said the murders of the last
three men had been “entirely pre-
ventable” had the Met's investigation
been “competent and professional

from the outset”. He said despite
“glaringly obvious” similarities, offic-
ers had failed tolink the cases oreven
realise the men had been murdered
at first. He added: “Port went on to
kill three more people [when] they
[police] should have, frankly, had
him locked up after the first murder.

“If they're not good enough at
identifying, or they'renot suspicious
enough about unexpected deaths in
the first place, the chance of miss-
ing the odd isclated one, or indeed,
another serial killer cannot be dis-
counted, | couldn't possibly put a
figure on how often it happens, but
it stands to reason that it happens
occasionally”

His comments came in response
toa scathing report by His Majesty’s
Inspectorate of Constabulary and
Fire & Rescue Services (HMICFRS),
which found the Met had not learned
from its failings in the Port case and
must urgently improve. It was com-

missioned after inquests oe
in 2021 concluded that

Delays to crackdown on
gambling ‘will cost lives’

Rob Davies
Emily Dugan

More gambling addicts will dieasa
result of a year-longdelay toreforms,
the government was warned, as
experts branded proposals published

vesterday a “missed opportunity®.
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The Department for Culture,
Media and Sport (DCMS) published
a 268-page white paper laying out
a shake-up of existing regulations,
whichdate from before smartphones
'|]ll| access to 24-hour casino games
and sports betting in every pocket.

The content of the pro- oe
posals, which have already

Flippin’' ‘eck Tucker! Who's set to
return for Grange Hill, the movie?

0 News

Grant's claim
Actor says Sun
burgled flat to
gain private
mfurmatmn

King Charles’s family
link to slavery revealed

David Conn
Rachel Hall

Direct ancestors of King Charles
bought and exploited enslaved peo-
pleon tobacco plantations in Virginia,
according to new research shared
with the Guardian.

Adocument discovered in archives
reveals that a direct ancestor of the
king was involved in buying at least
200 enslaved people from the Royal
African Company (RAC) in 1686,

The document instructs a ship’s
captain to deliver the enslaved Afri-
cans to Edward Porteus, a tobacco
plantation owner in Virginia, and two
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other men. Porteus’s son, Robert,
inherited his father’s estate before
moving his family to England, in 1720,

Lateradirect descendant, Frances
Smith, married the aristocrat Claude
Bowes-Lyon. Their granddaughter
was Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon, the late
gueen mother.

The documents establishing
these royal roots were found by the
researcher Desirée Baptiste while
she was investigating links between
the Church of England and enslavers
in Virginia for a play. The revelation

follows the Guardian'see
publication of a document
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