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What’s
News
Business 2 Finance

libaba said it plans to

split itself into six inde-
pendently run companies
that could seek separate
TPOs, effectively disman-
tling a business empire
built over two decades by
Jack Ma just as the tycoon
reappearad in China, Al, A6

# Prosecutors accused
FTX founder Sam Bank-
man-Fried of conspiring to
bribe Chinese government
officials to regain access to
more than $1 billion in fro-
zen cryptocuwmency. Al

# Defaults and vacancies are
rsmgm high-end office build-
ings, in the lam( sign that re-
mwote work and rising interest
rates are spreading pain to
mwore cormers of the commer-
cial real-estate market. Al

#* Traders are pulling hil-
lions of dollars from Binance
as problems plaguing the
world’'s largest cryplto ex-
change continue to mount. BL

#+ Tech stocks fell, con-
tributing to a 0.4% decline
in the Nasdaq, while the
S&P 500 and Dow fell 0.2%
and 0.1%, respectively. B13

+ Facebook parent Meta
Flatforms plans to lower
some bones payouts and to

assess employes

more frequently, according
to an internal memo. B4

# Diageo named Debra
Crew as its next chief execu-
tive, tapping an intermal can-
didate to secceed

ing leader Ivan Menezes at
the helm of the company. B3

4+ Former Aetna CEO Mark
Bertolini will take the helm
of Oscar Health, succeed-
ing Mario Schlosser, who
co-founded the firm. B3

lapse of Silicon Valley Bank
despite identifying risks be-
forehand, while the central
bank’s top regulator blamed
the firm’s executives for
not fixing its problems. AS

+ A federal judge ruled
that Pence must testify be-
fore a grand jury about con-
versations he had with

claims by Trump, people fa-
miliar with the ruling said. A5
# The U.S. has informed
Russia that it will no lon-
ger exchange key data on
its strategic nuclear forces
following Moscow's deci:
sion to suspend its part
pation in the New Start
treaty, U.S. officials said. A7
# Thirty-eight migrants
were killed in a fire at a
migrant-detention facility
in Ciudad Judrez, Mexico,
started by protesting occu-
pants authorities said. A16

tried to prod
BIdenmeslm'nng over
spending cuts as a condition
for raising the debt ceiling, just
as Republicans are struggling
to unite around a blueprint
for iations ahead of dual
deadlines later this yvear. A4

hanl plan after widespread
protests that shook Istael. A6
# The grand junry investigat-
ing Trump's role in paying
hush money to a porn star
has concluded its work for
week, a ing to people
familiar with the matter. A5
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‘Let’s Go”:

Police Release Video of School Shooting Response

Body-Worn Camera.

OMN SITE: Body-cam foctage from the Metropolitan Nashville Police Department shows nfﬁcers responding to the attack

inside Covenant School on Moanday. The shooter, who was fatally shot by police, killed three students and three adults. AZ

U.S. Accuses FTX Founder
Of Bribing Chinese Officials

By James FANELLD
Anp Corinne Ramey

Prosecutors accused FTX
founder Sam Bankman-Fried
of conspiring to bribe Chinese
government officials to regain
access to more than §1 billion
in frozen cryptocurrency, in a
new indictment that charged
him with violating U.S. anti-
corruption law,

The indictment, unsealed
Tuesday, is the third Mr. Bank-
man-Fried has faced since the
collapse of the crypto ex-
change. It alleges that in 2021
he authorized bribing one or
more Chinese government offi-

cials with at least $40 million
in cryptocurrency to regain ac-
cess to aceounts that the coun-
ry's law enforcement had fro-
zen as part of a continuing
investigation into a party that
traded with his crypto-invest-
ment firm, Alameda Research.

The accounts, held with two
of China's largest cryptocur-
rency exchanges, comtained
maore than $1 billion in crypto-
currency, according to the in-
dictment.

Mr. Bankman-Fried directed
Alameda employees to pay the
bribe after months of failed
attempts to regain control of
the accounts, prosecutors said.

The accounts were unfrozen at
the time a first illicit payment
was made, the in tment al-
leges. Mr. Bankman-Fried then
authorized an additional pay-
ment of tens of millions of
dollars to complete the bribe,
the indictment alleges.

At the direction of Mr
Bankman-Fried, Alameda used
the unfrozen crypto to fund
additional trades, the indict-
ment alleges,

Frosecutors said in a letter
to the judge that a grand jury
had handed up the new 13-
count indictment on Monday.
The latest indictment contains
the 12 charges that Mr. Bank-

man-Fried already faces, plus
one additional count, for con-
spiracy to violate the Foreign
Corrupt Practices Act.

A spokesman for the US. at-
tormey’s office for the Southern
District of New York, which
prosecuting the case, decl
to comment. A repmsuntalive
from the Chinese Embassy in
Washington didn*t respond to a
request to comment.

A spokesman for Mr. Bank-
man-Fried declined to com-
ment.

The bribery allegations add
to the mounting legal pres-
sures facing Mr. Bankman-

Please turn to page A3

Alibaba
To Split
Six Ways
And Look
Into IPOs

E-commerce company’s
recrganization plan
comes as co-founder
Ma reappears in China

By RAFFAELE HUANG
Ann Crarence LEoNs

Chinese e-commerce giant
Alibaba Group Holding Ltd.
sald it plans to split itself inbo
six independently run compa-
nies that could seek separate
P0Os, effectively dismantling a
business empire built over twao
decades by charismatic entre-
preneur Jack Ma just as the
tycoon reappeared in China.

The recrganization of one of
China’s largest private-sector
companies, once wvalued at
mare than F800 billion but wow
wrorth about a guarter of that,
comes after Chinese authorities
signaled in recent months that
they were winding down a
sweeping regulatory  clamp-
down aimed at reining in the
country’s powerful tech sector.

Mr. Ma, a co-founder who
built Alibaba into one of the
world’s biggest e-commerce
companies on China's rising
affluence, was once known for
his outspoken views. But since
China embarked on its cam-
paign to tame internet compa-
nies, the billionaire has largely
kept a low profile and re-
mained abroad. He returned to
mainland China in recent days
for the first known time in al-
most a year, visiting a schoal

Please turn to page A6

+ Outside public eye, Ma ponders
world's food problems.... A6

Wait

Till You
See the
Spaghetti

A meatball made
using the genetic
sequence aof an
extinct woolly
mammoth was
presented at
MEMO Science
Museum in
Amsterdam on
Tuesday. Vow, an
Australian
cultured-meat
startup, said the
meatball isn't
meant to be eaten
and its safety
isn't known. AL6
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Laundry
Dispute Takes
A New Spin
A detergent brand
weighs in on the

ideal temperature

By Saaron TERLEP

Is it better to wash wour
clothes with cold or warm wa-
ter?

The maker of Tide deter-
gent has thrown its marketing
weeight behind Team Cold.
Procter & Gamble Co. argues
that a chi
duces the impact of a costly
and energy-guzzling domestic
chore, and has enlisted rapper
'-’ﬁmlla Ice, actor/musician Ice-

T. pro wrestler “Stone Cold™
Stewe Austin and other celeb-
rities to promote the concept.

Some laundry experts say
that’s just spin. They contend
cold water doesn't wash
clothes as well, and the energy
it takes to try to compensate
diminishes the envirommental
benefits.

Patric Richardson is among

Please turn o page A8

Russia’s Economy
Is Starting
To Come Undone

Investment is down, budget is squeezed;
Oligarch: 'There will be no money next year’

By GEoRGI KANTCHEV
AnD Evan GERSHEOVICH

MOSCOW—The opening
months of Russia’ invasion
of Ukraine last vear drove an
increase in oil and natural-
gas prices that brought a
windfall for Mascow. Those
days are over.

As the war enters contin-
ues into its second year and
Western sanctions bite
harder, Russia’s government
revenue is being squeezed
and its economy has shifted
o a lower-growth trajectory,
likely for the long term.

The country’s biggest ax-
ports, gas and oil, have lost
major customers. Govern-
ment finances are strained.
The ruble is down ower 20%
since November against the
dollar. The labor force has

shrunk as young people are
sent to the front or flee the
country over fears of being
drafted. Uncertainty has
curbed business investment.

“Russia’s economy is en-
tering a long-term regres-
sion,” predicted Alexandra
Prokopenko, a former Rus-
sian Central Bank official
who left the country shortly
after the invasion.

There is no sign the eco-
nomic difficulties are bad
enough to pose a short-term
threat to Russia's ability to
wage war. But state revenue
shortfalls sugzest an intensi-
fying dilemma over how to
reconcile ballooning military
expenditures with the subsi-

Please turn fo page A8

# Ukraine touts its Bakhmut
et — AT

Distress in Office
Market Spreads to
High-End Buildings

By Kongan PUurzier

Defaults and vacancies are
on the rise at high-end office
buildings, in the latest n
that remote work an =
interest rates are spreading
pain to more corners of the
commercial real-estate market.

For much of the pandemic,
buildings in central locations
that feature modern amenities
fared better than their less-
pricey peers. Some even were
able to increase rents while
older, cheaper buildings saw
surging vacancy rates and
plummeting values. Mow, these
so-called class-A properties,
whose rents generally fall into a
city’s top guartile, are increas-
ingly coming under pressure.

The amount of U5, class-A
office space in central busi-
ness districts that is leased
fell in the fourth guarter of
last vear for the first time
since 2021, o
Moody's Analytics. The owners
of a number of high-end prop-
erties recently defaulted on
their mortgages, highlighting
the financial strain fron

Index measuring the amount
of occupied office space,
by class, quarterly
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Class-#A,
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interest rates and vacancies
“Any propercy owner that
says ‘Oh we're fine’' is a little
bit focling themselves,” said
Thomas LaSalvia, director of
economic research at Moody's
Analytics.,
Some office landlords in-
wvested heavily in their build-
Please furnfo page AZ

# The Property Report...... B&
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PERSONAL JOURMNAL
Two of Paul Newman's
treasured Rolexes will
be up for sale at a June
auction. A10

BUSINESS & FINANCE
Whose jobs are the
most threatened by the
capabilities of artificial
intelligence? B1
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City of fight

Fresh unrest
across France

A protester throws & bear gas canister in
Paris yesterday as France was hit by
another day of national strikes and
demonstrations over the government's
plan to raise the retirement age.

About 450,000 people turned out in
the capital, compared with 800,000
during last Thursday's protests, scoond-
ing to labour union estimates, with
smaller crowds also seen in Rennes,
Marseille and Toulouse. Strikes dis-
rupted transport links and shut the
Eiffe] Tower and the Louvre gallery.

There are signs that more young peo-
ple are jolning the protests. Student
activists closed 1 nine universities
in Paris and at least 10 in citics such as
Toulonse and Mice.

Radical activists, whe the govern-
ment calls Black Blocs for their clothing
and masks, have been growing in
number in recent protests.

Global Insight page 7

Blaming central banks for crisis is a cop out
MARTIN WOLF, PAGE 15

USA 200 Canada C535.00

The dangers of China’s fake science industry

BIG READ, PAGE 13
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Alibaba plans six-way split as Beijing
seeks to heal ties with tech companies

& News follows Ma appearance @ Chinese regulators back proposal e US investors welcome move

RYAN MCMORROW — BELING
SHANER LIW, HUDSOM LOCKETT
AMD CHENG LEMG — HONG EONG

Alibaba is planning to split inte six busi-
s units in & radical break-up follow-
ing a crackdown by Beijing on China's
tech giants.

The shake-up would put a separate
chief executive and board in place for
each unit, the company said, and could
lead to some aof the mini Alibabas adopt
ing separate public lstings.

The anvouncement came a day after
Alibaba founder Jack Ma made a rare
public appearance in mainland China, a
wvisit that Beifing hopes will boost inves
tor confidence that it has healed tics
wilh the country's private sector.

Owver the past two years Alibaba has
dealt with a record $2.8bn fine by

China spends billions on
Belt and Road rescue loans

Dyt weite-offs, cormuption and
scandal plaguing its Bel! and Road
infrastrschure programme have forced
Baijing to boost its supply of rescus
leans to poor nations. Sudh kending it
510400 between 2019 and 2071 almost
as much as the figure for the previous
fwa decaces. Financing the BRI, which
is blamed for white elephant projects
in problem countries, |s 2 big risk for
Chirsese lenders. Befing is ryving o
rescue its own banks,” says one expest.
Scheme falters = Pace s

Chinese regulators for monopolistic
behavious. as well as Uhe country's stul-
tering economic growth and a rash of
NEW ECOIMITETOE QoM petitors.

Twar close to the matter said
Alibaba presented its plan to Chiness
regulators and received pasitive feed-
back. Ome persan close to the group said
that while no formal demands were
esde for the split, regubators were keen
for tech giants to rein in their empires.

The group portrayed the revamp, in

A crackdown by Beijing
on tech giants resulted
ina%28bn line lor
monopolistic behaviour

which Alibaba itsell would become a
bolding company, as a way to "unleck
sharcholder walue and foster market
competitivencss”,

Alibaba’s shares have lost more than
70 per cent of their value since Ma made
a speech in 2020 criticising China’s
financial watchdog and banks. In the
subsequent crackdown on China's barg-
st tech groups, the listing of Ant Group,
Alibaba's fintech anm, was suspended.

Shares in Alibaba rose 13 per cent in
early New York trading, giving it a mar-
ket capitalksatbon of more than $250bn.

Under the overhaul, Alibaba's six sep-
arate business groups will be: cloud
CHMpURing. ecommerce, local services,
logistics, digital commerce and media.

“The market is the best litmus test,
and each business group and company

can pursue independent fundraising
and IPOs when they are ready.” chief
executive Danicl Zhang told staff. “At 24
years of age, Alibaba is welcoming 2 now
appartunity for growth.”
will remain chief executive and

chair of the holding group, and head up
its struggling cloud business. Alibaba's
miakn moneymaking units — its Taobao
and Tmall platforms — will still be
whally owned by the main comgary.

Loawis Tee, managing director st Homg
Kong-based Wealthy Securitbes, said
that if the group’s diffcrent businesses
were spun off into different listings,
“you'll get o higher market value”.

‘Wang (i, co-founder of boutique fund
MegaTrust Investment (HK), said: "The
new structure may help Alibaba deflect
some of the regulatory pressure

Bankman-Fried pald $40mn bribe to
Chinese officials, US prosecutors allege

SCOTT CHIPOLINA — LONDON
JOE MILLER — NEW YORE

The US has accused former FTX chiel
executive Sam Bankman-Fried of pay

inga $40mn bribe to onc or more Chi-
nese government offickals n a revised
indictment filed i federal court in
Manhattan yestenday.

Prosccutors allege that Bankman-Fried
sent the bribe in cryptocurmency to Chi-
nese officlals to regain access to trading
accounts frozen by Law enforcement in
the country. The accounts were linked
to Alameda Research, FTX s sister com
pany, The bribery charge was added toa
further 12 counts that the former FTX
chief already faces after his exchange
collapsed bast November when it failed
to meet a wave of withdrawal demands
from customers.
Bankman-Fried was initially charged

with eight criminal counts in December,
after being extradited from his home in
the Bahamas, over what prosecutors
called “one of the biggest financial
frauds in American history™. The gov-
ernment last month brosdened its case
against Bankman-Fried to include
charges of securities fraud and conspir-
acy tocommit bank frand.

According to the katest indictment,
Bankman-Fried repeatedly tried to
unfreeze accounts in China linked to
Alameda Research, including hiring
attorneys to lobby on the company’s
behalfinthe country.

Bankman-Fried also tried to use per-
sonal identifying information of scveral
Individuals not affiliated with FTX or
Alameda in an slempt bo transler funds
and circumvent the freeze orders pat in
place by Chinese authorities, prosecu-
tors allege. The indictevent alleges that

after months of failed attempis bo
unfreere the accounts, Bankman-Fried
directed the multimillion-daollar bribe.
©On his instruction, one Alameda
employes senl cryplo paymment instrc-
tions for at beast a portion of the bribe to
other Alameda employees, according to
the indictmyent. Bankman-Fried later
imstructed a bribe payment, then worth
roughly $40mn, to be transferred from
Alameda toa private cryptowallet.
Arcund the time of the payment, in
approximately November 2021 accord-
img o the indictment, the acooants were
unfrozen, prompting Bankman-Fried to
transfer additional tens of millions of
dollars worth of cryptocurrencies.
Alameda then used the unfrozen
apocoumnts bo fund extratrading sctivity.
A spokesperson for Bankman - Fried
declined tocomment.,
Presale perks page 8
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such as that related to anti-monopoly ™

The break-up will set Alibaba on a
similar path to rival JD.com, which has
retained a controlling stake in a diverse
set of businesses. Each unit has gone on
o raise cutside capital, with several
already listed in Hong Kong. Chicd Alli-
baba rival Tencent has also been divest -
ing stakes it holds in Chinese growps.

A senior manager s Alibaba said the
six business units had operated sepa
rately foryears and had plans for IPOsin
the short term. “This statement is an
open admission of this reality, no more
hiding " said the manager.

Coldman Sachs estimated that the
basinesses together were worth $137 a
share, a premium to Alibaba's closing
price of $86.0n Monday.

Additiomal reportirg by Edward White

Briefin

» Bern raised Credit Suisse
and UBS doubls 4 years ago
Regulators have revealed they
conchuded in 2009 that the banks
could not be saved in a Bquidity
Crisis.— PAGE 5 JOHM PLENDER, PAGE
0 MARTIN WOLF, PAGE 15 LEX, PAGE 16

= SVB regulators ‘asleep’
Top Republican Tim Scott has
accused US watchdogs of being
“asleep at the wheel® in the time
leading to the implasion of the
bank.— PAGE & FIRST CITIZEMS, PAGE &

» Herzog urges Israel talles
Israel’s president has urged party
leaders to sodve the nation's crisis,
a day after a judicial shake-up
was delayed. — PAGE & FT viEw,
PAGE 18z MARTIN INDTR, PAGE 18

= Italy football cash queried
Brussels has challenged Rome's
plan to spend €55mn of EU cash
from the pandemic recovery fund
an repewing the foothall stadiam
of Florentina in Florence.— pace 2

= EU toughens trade stance
Brussels has agreed 3 policy to
tackle nations deploying punitive
trade measures, like China's bleck
an Lithuanian imports over the
Baltic state’s Taiwan tics.— PAGE &

» Used Tesla values plange
Second-hand prices have dropped
since the cdectric-wehicle maker
embarked on a serics of price cuts
for eweer models aver the past
six months.— rase s

Datawatch
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Desperation
At the Border,
Then a Blaze

At Least 40 Migrants
Dhie at Mexican Hub

This article is by Rocio Gallegos,
Natalie Kitroeff, Emiliano Ro-
driguez Mega and Simon Romero,

CIUDAD JUAREZ, Mexico —
Katincka Marquez said she was
begging for money on the streets
of Ciudad Juiarez on Monday after-
noon when Mexican migration of-
ficers took her and her family to a
migration detention facility just
across the border from El Paso,
Texas.

Hours later, the 23-year-old
Venezuelan was released along
with her two voung children and
husband, but she said the authori-
ties wouldnt releass her older
brotheer, Orlando Maldonzado.

One of the last things her
brother told her she said, was

» broke out in-
killing at least 40
people and seriously injuring 28
others, Sixty-cight men from Cen-
tral and South America were be-
ing detmined ar the facility, the
Mexican government said

The Mexican migration au-
thorities told Ms. Marquez to
check local hospitals for her 30-
year-old brother.

The cause of the fire has yer
be determined, but Mexico's pres
ident said it staned when detain-
ees began protesting inside the
detention facility — just the latest
example of the disorder plaguing
Mexican border cities dealing
with a crush of migrants heading
to the United States in recent
maonths.

President Biden has responded
to the extracrdinary surge in mi-
gration at the southwestern bor-
der by trying to dissuade people
from crossing  illegally, leaning
more heavily on Mexioo to take in
migrants expelled by American
border officials and house mi-
grants who must wait in northern
Mexico to apply for the chance to
enter the United States and re-
quest asylum.

The measures have reduced the
rush of people imo the Unived
States, but they have also added to
the relentless buildup of migrants
in Mexico, where elters are
overwhelmed and where ithe au-
thorities have a checkered record
on human righes.

“Alongside the Mexican gov-
ernment, the U.S. has direct re-
sponsibility for what happens to
migrants in Mexico, because they

Continued on Page All

-

Standoff in France

Renewed protests against the Macron governments plan to raise the retirement age included some outbresks of violence, Page A10.

Nashville in Anguish After Horror Strikes Haven

This article is by bm-Lr{.odw-w.
Eliza Fawcett, Jesus Jiménes
Rick Rojas.

MASHWI E — In a stately
stone building on a hill, the Cov-
enant School was a private acad-
emy designed as an escape from
the bustle of Nashwille and a ha-
wven where students could learn
and grow, with a curriculum that
reflected the Christian values of
the families who sent their chil-
dren there.

Katherine Koonce, the head of
school, had a zeal for learning and
saw in students potential they did
not see in themselves. “You've got
it,” she would vell a struggling sou-

ter said he absolutely loved. And
there were bright smudents like
G-year-old Evelyn Dieckhaus, “a
light for her family,” her pastor
savid.

That carefully built sense of
security was punctured on Mon-
day when an armed assailant
breached the campus, opening

School Shooter Bought
7 Firearms Legally,
Authorities Say

fire at random students and staff
members. The community sur-
rounding the Covenamt School
was now wrestling with a horrify-
ing reality: Dr. Koonce, Mr Hill
and Evelyn were all dead, as were
two other $-year-old students and
a substitute teacher who had been
fatally shot in the attack.

“Our hearts are completely bro-
ken” Evelym's family said in a
short statement released on Tues-
day. “We cannot believe this has
happened™

AS INVESTZAOCS TV 10 plece 10-
gether a motive for the attack, the
authorities praised the actions of
the Mashville police officers whao
rushed into the school, sayving
they moved swiftly in pursuing
and fatally shooting the assailant.

The authorities said on Tuesday

that the 28 vear-old perpetrator
had legally purchased seven fire-
arms recently — including the
three used in the shooting — and
was being treated by a doctor for
an emotional disorder. Chief John
Drake of the Mewropolitan Nash-
ville Police Department said that
the assailants parents had felt
that their child “should not own
weapons” and believed that their
child did not.

Tennessee does not have what
is known as a red flag law that
would allow the authorities to
temporarily confiscate guns from
those found to be in danger to
themselves or others, and the
Republican-controlled Stave Leg-
islature has steadily loosensd re-
strictions on owning guns.

Still, Chief Drake said that if the
police had known that the perpe-
travor was suicidal or intended to

Continued on Page A 14

POWERLESS The president says
he can’t enact gun control meas-
ures without Congress. PAGE Al4

For Impersonators of a Prince,
It’s Good to Finally Be the King

By JENNY GROSS

LONDON — In the days after

Elizabeth II's death last

year, Charles Haslett, 66, along

with many other Britons, was

overcome with sadness. But he

didn't have much time po linger on
those feelings.

“1 felt a weight of responsibil-
ity” Mr Haslett said. *The time
has come.”

Mr. Haslell, a longlime imper-
sonator of the queen's eldest son,
Charles, spent more than 5,000
pounds (about $6,200) “getting
myself to be more kinglike than I
was” he said. That involved buy-
ing a made-to-order toupee of
gray hair, as well as two double-
breasted suits and a gold signet
ring in the same style as the one
worn by the new monarch, King
Charles 1IL Mr. Haslett also or-
dered modeling clay to make his
ears suck out just like the King's.

As the king, 74, is settling into
his new role, so are those who
bear a strong resemblance vo His
Majesty and impersonate him at
fund-raising events, raffles, coro-
nation celebrations and corporate
parties. After years of struggling

to get bookings, Charles look-
alikes said they were loving their
newfound limelight.

Guy Ingle, 62, another longrime
Charles impersonator, said he
used wo play second fiddle to
e Elizabeth  look-alikes,
standing in the background at
events.

“Mone of these queens had any
talent,” he said. “Tt was very frus-
trating.”

To make matters worse, he add-
ed, imitators of Charless son
Prince William and his wife, Cath-
erine, always had a lot more work
than Charles doubles.

These days, however, Mr. Ingle
said he has been overwhelmed by
the number of people who want to
hire him. “T was surprised I had so
much work coming in so soon af-
ter Her Majesty passed away,” he
said, as he walked into the Queen's
Head, & pub in Ampt . his home-
town, about 50 miles northwest of
London. “The dilemma is which
ones do you do?”

Mr. Ingle has 12 bookings this

Continued on Page A 10
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[
The impersonators lan Lieber, left, and Charles Haslett have

seen an increase in gigs since Charles ascended the throne.

For Workers,
Promise of A.1
Isa Threat, Too

By LY DILA DePILLIS
and STEVE LOHR

In December, the staff of the
American Writers and Artists In-
stitute — a 26-yvear-old member-
ship organization for copywriters
— realized thar something big was
happening.

The newest edition of ChatGPT,
a “large language model” that
mines the internet o answer
questions and perform tasks on
command, had just been released.
Its abilities were astonishin,
and squarely in the bailiwick of
people who generate content,
such as advertising copy and blog
posts, for a living.

“They're horrified,” said Re-
becca Matter, the institute's presi-
dent. Owver the holidays, she
scrambled to organize a webinar
on the pitfalls and potential of the
new  artificiakintelligence  tech-
nology. More 3,000 people
signed up, she said, and the over-
all message was cautionary but
reassuring: Writers could use
ChatGPT to complete  assign-
ments more guickly, and move
into higher-level roles in conbent
planning and search-engine opti-
mization.

“1 do think it's going to min-
imize short-form copy projects”

Continued on Page AI§

HOSPITALS AT RISK
AS STATE REJECTS
MEDICAID FUNDS

A CRISIS IN MISSISSIPPI

G.0O.P. Holdouts Reshape
Poor'’s Access to Care

in Rural Areas

By SHARON LaFRANIERE

GREENWOOD, Miss. — Since
its opening in a converted wood-
frame mansion 117 years ago,
Greenwood Leflore Hospital had
become a medical hub for this part
of Mississippi's fertile but impowv-
erished Delta, with 208 beds, an
intensive-care unit, a string of
walk-in clinics and a modern
brick-and-gla: i

But on a recent
counted just 13 inpatients clus-
tered in a single ward. The LC.UL
and maternity ward were closed
for lack of staffing and the rest of
the building was eerily silent, all
signs of a hospital savaged by too
many poar patients.

Greenwood Leflore lost $17 mil-
lion last year alone and is down to
a few million in cash reserves,
said Gary Marchand, the hospi-

tal's  interim chief executive.
“We're going away,” he said. “It's
happening.™

Rural hospitals are struggling
all ower the nation because of pop-
ulation declines, soaring labor
costs and a long-term shift toward
outpatient care. But those prob-
lems have been magnified by a po-
litical choice in Mississippi and
nine ather states, all with Republi-
can-controlled legislatures.

They have spurned the federal
povernment s offer vo shoulder al-
maost all of the cost of expanding
Medicaid coverage for the poor.
And that has heaped added costs

on hospitals because they cannot
in-

legally turn away patients,
sured or not.

States that opted
icaid expansion, or had just re-
cently adopted it, accounted for
nearly three-fourths of rural hos-
pital closures from 2010 to 2021,
according to the American Hospi-
tal AssocCiation.

Opponents of expansion, who
have prevailed in Texas, Florida
and much of the Southeast, typi-
cally say they want to keep gowv-
ernment  spending  in check.
Stares are required to put up 10
percent of the cost in order for the
federal government to release the
other 90 percent.

But the number of holdouts is
dwindling. On Monday, Morth Car-
alina became the 40th state to ex-
pand Medicaid since the option to
cover all adults with incones be-
low 138 percent of the poverty line
opened up in 2014 under the verms
of the 2000 Affordable Care Act.
The law, a major victory for Presi-
dent Barack Obama, has contin-
ued to defy Republican efforts to
kil o Hmie e

Continued on Page AI3

As Money Pours Into Court Race,
Wisconsin Looms as Bellwether

By REID J. EPSTEIN

MADISON, Wis, — It is a judi-
cial election like no other in Amer-
ican history.

Thirty million dollars and
counting has poured into the cam-
paign for a swing seat on Wiscon-
Sin's Supreme Court, with TV ads
swamping the airwaves. The can-
didates leave no illusions that
they would be neutral on the
court. And the race will decide not
only the future of abortion righes
in Wisconsin, but the battleground
state’s political direction.

Yet in other ways, the contest
resembles an obscure local elec-
tion: There are no bus tours or big
rallies, Cut-of-state political stars
are nowhere to be found. Retail

politicking is limited vo small gath-
erings at bars that are not adver-
tised to the public in advance,

The result is a campaign — offi-
cially nonpartisan but positively
awash in partisanship — that
swirls together the old and new
ways of judicial politics in Amer-
ica, and that offers a preview of
what might be o come. It is the
latest evidence, after e Ccon-
‘tentious recent confirmation bat-
thes and pitched decisions on the
U.S. S me Court, that judges
increasingly viewed as political
are starting to openly act political
as well

Officials in both parties believe

Continued on Page AIT
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Tweaking Pineapple and Ham
On the Easter table and, yes, on pizza,
some little changes can make the retro
PAGE DI

combination even beter.
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judicial overhaul.

Softer U.S. Tone an Netany’ahu
News that the Israeli prime minister
wiould be welcomed in Washington
came a day after he delayed a planned
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Judge Says Pence Must Testify
Former Vice President Mike Pence will
have to appear before a grand jury
investigating amempts o overturn the
2020 presidential election.
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Returning Art Seized by Nazis
A British museum will send a painting
by Gustave Courbet 1o heirs of a mem-
ber of the French Resistance.
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Questions and Blame on Bank
Federal regulators told Congress that

executives of Silicon Valley Bank were
responsible for its (allure.
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Nonconforming Croissants
Chefs are coiling pasury dough into
pinwheels and squigghes, tying it in
knmis and stacking it in cubes. PAGE
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Abuses at Ukraine Plant

The former director of EUrope’s largest

nuclear facility tells of mistreatment by

the Russians who took control.  PAGE A4

The High Price of Narcan

The overdose-reversal medication may
soon be available without a prescerip-
tion, but ohstaclkes remain. PAGE AlZ

SPORTS BT-100
War and the Olympics

Athletes from Russia or Belarus may
still have a path for the 2024 Games, a
prospect that angers many.  PAGE B10
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Catalyst in Fighting Apartheid
Randall Robinson helped galvanize

AMEricans against oppression in South
Alfrica. He was S1. PAGE AZ1

The Right Alchemy

Ashley Lyle and Bart Nickerson, the
couple behind “Yellowjackets” always
had screenwriting dreams. PAGE CI

Restructuring for Alibaba
China’s biggest e-commerce firm will
spli

iNto SixX units, a possible precursor
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Mexico
tragedy
prompts
outrage

Migrant advocates say
policies by the nation
and the ULS. are to
blame for deadly fire.

By KATE LINTHICUM,
PAaTRICK J. MCDONNELL
AND GABRIELA MINJARES

CIUDAD JUARES, Mexi-
co — The surveillance video
is short, but brutal.

Taken from inside a mi-
grant detention center in
northern Mexico, it shows
flames spreading guickly in-
side a locked cell, and de-
tainees pleading for help.

As black smoke billows,
several guards are seen hur-
rying away without attempt-
ing to rescue the prisoners
from the growing fire.

At least 38 migrants were
killed and dozens more were
injured Monday night in the
blaze at a National Migra-
tion Institute lockup in Ciu-
dad Juarez, just south of the
5. border, according to au-
thorities.

It was the deadliest
incident in recent memory
at  Mexico's notoriously
crowded immigration hold-
ing centers and another re-
minder of the many perils
faced by migrants trying to
reach the United States.

Mexican President An-
drés Manuel Lapez Obra-
dor said the fire began
around 10 p.om. after mi-
grants learned that they
were going to be deported to
their home countries — and
ignited mattresses in pro-

i B02s WSCE
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‘Nature gave us a lifeline in the face
of climate whiplash.’

— ADEL HAGEKHALIL, MWD'sgeneral manager, on the replenishing of Diamond Valley Lake

Cira FERAZEL Los Angeles Times

WATER cascades into Diamond Valley Lake on Monday following a series of winter storms as officials
begin the proocess of refilling what is the backbone of Southern California’s water storage system.

"Torrent of water welcome
sight after years of drought

Diamond Valley Lake is being refilled to full capacity

test. He sald most of the
dead were from Central and
South America

“They never imagined it
would cause this terrible
tragedy,” Lépez Obrador
said,

A Mexican federal official
with knowledge of the case
who spoke on condition of
anonymity offered a differ-
ent motive for the protest,
saying It began because 48
men were packed into a cell

By HaAvyLEY BMITH

Following a series of winter
storms that eased droughit
conditions across the state, South-
ern Califormians celebrated a sight
nobody has seen for several puni-
shing years: water rushing into Dia-
mond Valley Lake.

The massive reservoir — the larg-
est in Southern California — was con-
siderably drained during the state's
driest three years on record, with

state water providers.

But an extraordinarily wet winter
allowed officials from the Metropoli-
tan Water District of Southern Cali-
fornia to turn on the taps in Hemet
once again. Water transported from
Morthern California roared out of
huge concrete valves Monday and
into the blue lake at 800 cubic feet per
second — marking an incredible
turnaround for a region that only
months ago had barely enough
supplies to meet the health and safe-
ty needs of 6 million people.

Hagekhalil MWD's general manager,
from the shore of the refllling lake.
“We need Lo take Lthis lifeline, replen-
ish our resources, but continue to
work and plan ahead.™

Officials said the gushing spigots
should be able to refill the SW.000
acre-foot reservoir to its full capacity
by the end of the year. An acre-foot is
approximately 326 000 gallons.

But although the state's abun-
dance of water is the silver lining of a
deadly and devastating winter storm
season, It's also a reminder of how

meant for no more than 50
people — with no access Lo
drinking water.

nearly halfof the lake's supply used to
bolster minuscule allocations from

The fire provoked ouk-
rage on both sides of the bor-
der, with migrant advocates

[See Mexico, A10]

“Mature gave us a lifeline in the
face of climate whiplash,” said Aadel

¥YET ANOTHER STORM

delicate conditions are in the face of
Californias

[See Laks, A10]

A Feold and vigorous™ system will make its way to the Southland on Wednesday. CALIFORNLIA, B1

mmes

latimes.com

LEGAL
BATTLE
OVER
FIRE
TACTICS

Aldr-dropped retardant
does more harm than
good, a lawsuit filed
against the ULS.
Forest Service argues.

BY ALEX WIGGLESWORTH

For most Californians,
the sight of aircraft spewing
neon-pink lguld over flam-
ing trees and brush has be-
come a hallmark of aggres-
sive wildfire suppression
campaigns — if not a potent
symbol  of government's
struggle to control increas-
ingly destructive forest fires.

But some forest advo-
cates say aerially delivered
retardant does more harm
than good. They say that re-
tardant dropsare expensive,
ineffective and a growing
source of pollution in rivers
and streams.

“There's no scientific
evidence that it makes any
difference in wildfire out-
comes,"” forester Andy Stahl
sald. “This is like dumping
cash out of airplanes, except
that it's toxic and you can’t
buy anything with it, be-
cause it doesn't work.”™

Now, a federal lawsuit in
Montana that seeks to stop
the U.8. Forest Service from
dropping retardant into
water could reshape how the
agency battles wildfires
across the Western U.S.

s case is being
watched closely by officials
in California, where an ex-
tremely wet winter is likely
to stoke the growth of so-
called connecting fuels —
grasses that can carry small
flames from a spark on a
roadway to chaparral and
forested areas.

ties in California if they allow
this to go through,” said
Greg Bolin, mayor of Para-
dise, a toan that was razed
by the Camp fire in 2018, “To
maybe save a few fish,
really?™

[Sec Fire retardant, A7)

ALLEN J. SCHAREN Lo Angeles Times

A JOGGER on Balboa Island in Newport Beach, home to a recent trend of
people buying a fraction of upscale single-family homes for vacationing.

A TIMESHARE SPIN

Newport Beach is latest California city battling new
breed of luxury party houses: Fractional ownership

By Hannaa FRY

Max Gardner and his wife, Artyn, de-
cided to sell their home in Irvine and
move to Balboa Island eight years ago
because they wanted something more
than a comfortable place to live. They
were hunting for a lifestyle.

On this tony man-made island in
Newport Beach, stately homes with
street-facing patios are clustered to-
gether on avenues named after gem-
stones. Residents zip around in golf
carts, taking in the harbor boats, art

fairs and chic boutigues. Visitors ride in
on a ferry to buy frozen bananas from a
sweet shop that inspired the family ba-
nana stand on the TV sitcom “Arrested
Development.™

People who e here are fierce de-
fenders of the island's cozmy charm.
They™we battled the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration over jet noise from nearby
John Wayne Airport and successfully
fought to regulate short-term vacation
rentals.

MNow, residents have set thelr sights
on a burgeoning real estate trend kKnown
as fractional [See Fractional, AS5]

"Transfer students guaranteed
admission under UC plan

Qualificd applicants
would be accepted to
the system burt not to
particular campuses.

By TERESA WATANABE

The University of Califor-
nia on Tuesday unveiled its
first-ever systemwide ad-
mission guarantee for gquali-
fied transfer student appli-
cants — but access Lo par-
ticular campuses is not as-
sured,

To receive the guarantee,
community college students

would need to complete a
newly unified set of general
education courses reguired
by both UC and California
State University, complete
specific coursework needed
for T'C majors. and earn a
minimum GPA.

Those who are not admit-
ted to their campuses of
choice would be offered a
spot at UC Santa Cruz, UC
Merced or UC Riverside, a
UC admissions official told
legislators at an Assembly
budget hearing Tuesday.
The intent is to simplify the
transfer path so students
clearly understand the re-
quirements and don't take

more courses than needed,
UC officials said.

“The key to transfer is to
ask of students only what
they need to do and not
more,” said Susan Cochran,
chair of the UC systemwide
Academic Senate. “We think
this proposal ... is a positive
step forward for simplifving
transfers and helping UC
meet its responsibilities to
the people of the state of Cal-
ifornia.”

Three-fourths of appli-
cants from state community
calleges are admitted Lo UC,
more than hall of those
enrolled pay no tuition and

[See Transfer, AG]

Newsom scores

a win over Big (il
A new state law doesn’t
go as far as capping
profits, but it does show
him as a progressive
leader. CALIFORNIA. Bl

Seeking profits
in women’s sports
Monarch Collactive
investment fund follows
Angel City FC's
playbook. BUSINESS, A6
Weather

Morning rain.
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NASHVILLE AFTERMATH

MNew details emerge, including that the shooter
was "under doctor’s care,” police say. Above,
mourners at the Covenant School. NATION, A4
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Pence must
testify to
prosecutors

Decision is high-profile
defeat for Trump’s legal
efforts in election probe

By Josu Dawsey
AanD DEVLIN BARRETT

A federal ju has ruled that
former vice president Mike Pence
must provide testimony to pros-
ecutors  investigating  President
Donald Trumps efforts to over-
turn the 2020 election results, ac-
cording to people familiar with
the matter.

However, the judge also ruled
that Pence can remain silent on
toples that deal specifically with
his role in Congress on Jan, 6,
20k21, when a formal tabulation of
the presidential election results
was interrapied by o violent pro-
Trump mob, said the pecple, who
spake on the condition of anonym-
ity to describe court proceedings
that have not been made public.

Special counsel Jack Smith sub-
poenacd Pence for his testimony
in the long-running investigation
into whether efforts to block or
uncho Joe Biden’s 2020 victory con-
stituted federal crimes, and Pence
and Trump foaght the demand on
m&wnmte legal grounds.

mp argued that executive
pl'h.'Llege which shields some
presidential dizcussions from be-
ing disc] noe from
appearing;: Pence's lawyers main-
tained that a constitutional pro-
tection against forcing lawmakers
to provide evidence also prevent-
ed Pence — who presided over the
Senate on Jan. § — from testifying.

LS. District Judge James Boas-
berg ruled, in essence, against the
executive privilege claim, which
Jjudges have repeatedly rejected
for & host of Trump witnesses in
criminal investigations involving
the former president But Boas-

SEL FENCE 0N Az

Appeals panel
reimnslates
conviction of
Adnan Syed

By Onann IANIELS
anp Dan MoRsE

A Maryland appellate court
panel on Teesday reinstated the
murder conviction of “Serial"
podeast subject Adnan Syed, de-
ciding a lower court had violated
the right of the victim's family to
attend a crucial hearing in the
case in person.

In a 2-1 decision, the Maryland
appellate court ordered o do-over
of the hearing at which Syed's
conviction was vacated, which it
said “results in the reinstatement
of the original convictions and
sentence” The panel for the state's
second-highest court ruled that a
circuit court judge had violated
the rights of Young Lee, the hroth-
er of the teenager Syed had been
convicted of Killing, because the
Judge did not give Lee an ad-
equate chinoe W attend the hear
ing.

In a statement, Erica Suter, an
assistant  public defender and
Syed's lawyer, said his legal team
would seek review of the decision
in the Maryland Supreme Court.
She noted that the Lee family's
appeal “was not about Adnan's
innocence but about notice and
mootness”

“There is no basis for re-tran-
matizing Adnan by returning him
to the status of a convicted felon.

SEE CONVICTION 0N A8
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AMERICAN ICON A series examining the AR-15, a weapon with a singular hald on a

Democracy es in Darkness

divided nation

REVERED AND REVILED

The AR-15 thrives in times of tension and tragedy. This is how it came

to domin

Ectitar's note; We are publisiing
these Mustrations &0 show the
aestrctive power of the AR-15. The
g ey STt S pETye.
Insldes Read a note-from The:
Posts execut ke o roAld

A 2233-caliber bullet
fired from an AR-15
bursts into the chest
cavity, in this
hypothetical scenario.
It shreds lung tissue,
savers nerves and
vessels, and causes
massive beeding.
And it wmbles,
carving a chaotic
path in the body.

FH e o

223
bullet

Blast effect
What makes these bullets so

deadly is their speed. Upon
impact, their energy creates a
blast effoct, like the wave that
follows a boat, ceusing injuries
far outside the bullet's path, Here,
the blast destroys large veins that
carry blood beck to the heart.

spoRTs.

RO PAMSCAM FOR THE WGHIRGTON POST: ARTLR GLDCHATHE WASHINGTON POST

and loom so large in the nation’s psyche.

ILLUSTHATIIN BY ELAME CALE FON THE MASHRGION FOST

By Toonp C. FRANKEL,
Srnawn BOBURG,

Josi DAWSEY, ASHLEY
Parker aND ALex HorToN

t is revered as a modern-
day musket.
It is reviled as a tool for
mass killers,
The AR-15 wasm't sup-
posed to be a bestseller.

The rugged, powerful weapon
was originally designed as a
soldiers” rifle in the late 1550s.
“An outstanding weapon with
phenomenal lethality” an inter-
nal Pentagon report raved. It
soon became standard issue for
US. troops in the Vietnam War,
where the weapon earned a new
mame: the MG,

But few gunmakers saw a
semiantomatic version of the
rifle — with its shrouded barrel,
pistol grip and jutting amnuni-
tion magazine — as a product
for ordinary people. Tt didn't
seem suited for hunting. It
seemed lke overkill for home
defense. Gun executives doubt-
ed many buyers would want o

SEE AMERICAN ICON 0N AT

ITow bullets from
an AR-15 blow
the body apart

By N. KIREPATRICE,
ArTHAR MIiRZA
AND MANUEL CANALES

The wounds show the lethal
foree of the AR-15, but they are
rarely seen.

The gun iz the weapon of
choice for many mass killers. It
fires bullets at such a high veloci-
ty — often in a barrage of 30 or
even 100 in rapid swccession —
that it can eviscerate multiple
people in seconds. A single
let lamds with a shock wau-t
intense encugh to blow
skl and demaolish vital nrga.ns_
The impact is even more aeate
on the compact bady of a small
child.

“It literally  can  pulverize
bones, it can shatter your liver
and it can provide this blast

SEE BODY IMPACT ON ALE
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Police
actions
at school
lauded

NASHVILLE FOOTAGE
DETAILS OPERATION

Experts: ‘Exact opposite’
to Uvalde shooting

By RoperT KLEMKO

For the second time inm 10
months, police  officers  were
called to confront a mass killer at
an American elementary school.
But this time, unlike last spring in
Uvalde, Tex., the officers at the
Covenant School in Mashville
rushed right in.

ody-camera footage released
Tuesday shows heavily armed of-
fieers methodically swesping col-
orful classrooms and backpack-
lined hallways until they find and
kill the suspect — o police re-
sponse experts described as “text-
book™

“They did an awesome job in a
wvery high-stress situation,” said
AJ Yokley, an instructor in fire-
arms and building clearing at the
Tennessee Law Enforcement
Training Academy in Mashwille.
“Wou're going into a sitoation
where you can hear the shots
fired. It's a difficult thing to run
towands the sound of gunfire, but
that's what they did. Every single
one of them displayed tremen-
dous courage.”

Carlson, a firearms in-
structor and owner of the Brave
Defender Training  Group  in
Memphis, said the Nashville po-
lice response was the “exact oppo-

SEE RESPOMSE ON A8

Tears, love, light: Relatives and
friends remembaer the victims. A6

‘Emwotional disorder’: Police said
the shooter was in troatrment, AT

40 die in fire
al migrant
cenler near
U.S. border

BY LoRENA FIGUEROGA,
Mary BETH SHERIDAN
AND ADELA SULTAMAN

CIUDAD JUAREE, MEXICO — A fire
at a migrant detention facility just
south of the LS, border killed at
least 40 people, who appeared to
be trapped in locked cells as
flames spresd Monday night and
guards left the scene. It was one of
the deadliest tragedies in years
involving foreizners apprehended
while trying to reach the United
States.

Mexico’s Mational Migration In-
stitute said the blaze started short-
ly before 10 pom. Monday in the
men's detention area of its office in
Ciudad Judirez, across the border
fromm El Paso. Siy-eight men were
staying in that part of the one-sto-
ry building, according to the gov-
ernment-run institute.

In a Teesday morming news
conference, President Andrés
Manuel Lépez Obrador said the
fire was apparently sparked dur-
ing a protest by migrants who had
learned they were going to be de-
ported. “In the door of the shelter
they put some mattresses and set
them on fire” he said. “They never
imagined that would cause this
‘tragedy”

SEE FIRE 03 A1

Ialy worried: Migration is serging,
and it's still the slow season. AZ1
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Social Security solvency:
‘Something has to be done’

I Some lawmakers propose raising the
nation’s full retirement age. In Money

USA TODAY
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e
Ivy Huesmann embraces Nashville
police officer Angeline Comilla
outside The Covenant School.
MARK ZALESKIL/USA TODAY NETWORK

‘Suspect

down’

as police
closed in

Footage shows a swift
response in Nashville

John Bacon, Jorge L. Ortiz
and Chris Gadd
USA TODAY

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Authorities
released intense police body camera
footage Tuesday from a deadly shoot-
ing rampage at a local Christian ele-
mentary school that killed three stu-
dents and three staffers.

The Covenant School students who
died Monday were all @ years old, and
the staff members were in their 60s.
The shooter was killed by responding
officers, police said.

Police released more than two
minutes of surveillance footage late
Monday, followed by six minutes of
body camera video Tuesday from offi-
cers who encountered the shooter.
Most came from the body camera of
officer Rex Engelbert.

“We would never wait to
make entry and go in and
stop a threat, especially
when it deals with our
children.”

John Drake
Metro Nashwville police chief

The footage shows officers arriving
at the school, announcing “Metro Po-
lice” as they enter the building and
some classrooms with rifles raised as
alarms ring out.

"It sounds like it's upstairs,” an officer
says as officers ascend the steps to the
sound of gunfire. The video ends with
the confrontation in an upstairs lobby
area, when several shots were fired at
the attacker, who fell amid shouts of
“Stop moving,” “Suspect down,” and
“Get your hand away from the gun.”

“I'was really impressed that with all
that was going on, the danger, that
somebody took control and said, ‘Let’s
go, let's go, let's go,” and went in and
just tried to end this situation,” Metro
MNashvwille Police Chief John Drake said.

The attack was the nation’s 130th

See RESPOMNSE, Page 2A
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Powerhouse S. Carolina
team looks unstoppable

I Defending NCAA women's basketball champs a
force of nature, says Nancy Armour. In Sports

PROVIDED BY COLIN HUTTOMN/S

APPLE Twe

@ usa TODAY

Actors talk
‘Ted Lasso’
storylines
and soccer
|

Nick Mohammed, left,
Brendan Hunt and
Hannah Waddingham
share insight into their
characters and Season 3
of the hit show. In Life

WOMEN OF THE YEAR

Michelle Obama finds
platform for advocacy

She works to further gender equality and voter access

Suzette Hackney
USA TODAY

Since leaving the White
House, former first lady

“When they go low, we go high.”
She’s written another book,

“The

Growing up, Michelle Obama, a little
Black girl from the South Side of Chi-
cago, didn't know how to unlock her
personal power.

Sure, she had supportive parents,
good grades and a straight head on her
shoulders.

But what was missing was a sense of
belonging.

Of course, for eight years, we came to
know her as the polished first lady to
America’s first Black president, Barack
Obama. Since leaving the White House,
she's discovered a megaphone she
couldn't always use under the watchful
eye of political critics, and she’s still liv-
ing by the motto she first made famous,

Michelle Obama has worked
to help girls move closer to
gender equality.

MARK WILSOM/GETTY IMAGES

About this project

Michelle Obama is one of
usaA TODAY's Women of the
Year, a recognition of
women who have made a
significant impact in their
communities and across the
country. Meet this year's
honorees: womenoftheyear
.usatoday.com.

Light We Carry: Overcoming in Uncer-
tain Times,” that speaks to such em-
powerment. And Obama has started re-
cording “The Light Podcast.” It allows
her to share stories of family and les-
sons about inner confidence.

working through the Obama Foun-
dation’s Girls Opportunity Alliance,
Obama has joined forces with philan-
thropist Melinda French Gates and hu-
man rights attorney Amal Clooney to
help girls around the world move closer
to global gender equality. Their goals in-
clude ending child marriage and getting
more girls into classrooms.

“Gender equality — and the plight of

See OBAMA, Page 6A

Fire at migrant
detention site

near US border
Kkills at least 40

Wyatte Grantham-Philips
and Christine Fernando
USA TODAY

More than three dozen migrants
died in a dormitory fire at an immigra-
tion detention center in northern Mex-
ico near the U.S. border, immigration
officials said Tuesday.

The fire broke out when migrants
fearing deportation set mattresses
ablaze late Monday at the National
Immigration Institute, a facility in
Ciudad Juarez south of El Paso, Texas,
Mexican President Andrés DManuel
Lopez Obrador said.

At least 40 people had died and 29
injuries had been reported as of late
Tuesday, the immigration institute
confirmed in a statement posted to
Twitter on Tuesday. The injured were

=

taken to hospitals, the institute said.

Authorities were investigating the
fire, the institute said. The country’s
prosecutor general has launched an in-
vestigation, Andrea Chavez, federal
deputy of Ciudad Juarez, said in a state-
ment. Mexico's National Human Rights
Commission also was alerted.

Lapez Obrador said the fire was start-
ed by migrants inside the facility after
they learned they would be deported.

A migrant
waits by an
ambulance as
medics treat
survivors

of a fire at
the National
Immigration
Institute

in Ciudad
Juarez,
Mexico,
south of

El Paso,
Texas.

OMAR ORNELAS,
UsA TODAY
MNETWORK

“They never imagined that this
would cause this terrible misfortune,”
Lopez Obrador said.

The immigration institute said it “en-
ergetically rejects the actions that led to
this tragedy,” without further explaining
what those actions may have been.

The institute said 68 men from Cen-
tral and South America were staying at

See FIRE, Page 5A
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deportes

Boca, en crisis: Riquelme
echo a Ibarra ocho dias
antes de la Libertadores

Elcicloestaba agotado, y con la veelia del vicepresidenie
al pais, se confirmd la noticia de la salida del téenico.

espectdaculos
Tinelli firma el pase
del afio v se muda

a AméricaTV

Repetirdalli Ballardo por un sueflo, y tendri
responsabilidad en la gerencia de Programacion.

LA NACION

MIERCOLES 29 DE MARZODE 2023 | LANACION,COM.AR

Fernandez recibio criticas
de empresarios en EE.UU.
vy hoy se reune con Biden

cirA. En Washington esperan una condena a Rusia y avances en el 5G frente a los chinos

Elpresidente Alberto Fermnidindez se-
rarecibidohoy porel mandatariode
los Estados Unidos, Joe Biden, con
una agenda que incluye una nueva
condena a la invasion de Rusia a
Ucrania, la produccidnde gas ylitio,
¥ los avances en la implementacion
delatecnologia 56 en las comunica-
clones, donde los norteamericanos

seresisten al avance en la regicn de
lasempresas chinas,

La fragilidad de la economia y el
vinculodela Argentina con el Fondo
Monetario Internacional también
estarin sobre la mesa, luego de las
eriticas gue recibio Fernandez en la
cena de anteanoche con empresa-
rios e inversores en el Council of the

Americas, Los ejecutivos criticaron
los mitiltples cepos al ddlar, que des-

alientan inversiones, y protagoniza-
ronunconirapunioconel Presidente

sohrelos malos resultados de la polit-
caecondmicadesugobiermo. En'Wall

Streetdudandeque Fernandez tenga.

posibilidades de ser reelegido, seguin
participantes del encueniro. Pagina 8

Massa tiene en la mira el
acuerdo con el FMI

Reafacl Mathus Ruiz

Pagina 9

La deuda externa crecio

casi US$10.000 millones
Piagina 15

La“bolade
Leliq” supero
$12 hillones

y marco un
nuevo récord

La deuda del BCRA crecit
147 en un afo; al inicio del
Gobierno era $1.] billones

La deuda remunerada del Banco
Central legda $12,03 billones (da-
tos del jueves pasadoe) y crecico asi
147% en un ano, bien por encima
de la inflacion. El pasivo, comidan-
mente lamado “bolade Leliq”, por
es0s tiulos de deuda, era de S1L,09
billones al asumir la presidencia
Alberio Fernandez. Pagina 15

Messi superd los 100 goles en otro festival
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depories— El amistoso con Curazao no tuvoe ninguna equivalencia, pero era lo menos trascendente. El partido en Santiago del Estero importaba
porque se trataba de otra oportunidad para la celebracion entre los hinchasy los campeones del mundoen Qatar, y el festival contd con todos los con-
dimentos: alavictoria por 7 a0, Lionel Messi la decord con tres tantos para alcanzar la manca de 102 en su trayectoria en la selecchon argentina.

Murieron 40
migrantes por
un incendio
en México
TRAGEDIA. Fue enun

centro de detencidn en
Cindad Juirez. paginas

Covid-19. La OMS recomienda aplicar
refuerzos solo a los grupos de riesgo

En un nuevo documento, la Or-
ganizaciin Mundial de la Salud
{OMS) recomienda aplicar vacu-
nas de refuerzo contra ¢l Covid-19
s0loa personas mayores deGlafios
v aaguellas con comorbilidades, a

cmbarazadas ¥ personal de salud,
en un cambio de postura sobre el
que alin no s¢ ha pronunciado el
Ministerio de Salud de la Nacion.
La sugerencia es de aplicacion
internacional, “una guia” seglin

detinid el organismo, y cada Estado
podra evaluar v decidir su politica
deinmunizacion. Para los expertos
consultados, esa guia abre la opor-
tunidad de “pensar en uns norma-
tizacion de la vacuna™, Pagina 21

EL ANALISIS
Qué cambia
en las
elecciones
sin Macri

Joaguin Morales Sola

LA RALION

enia ganas de volver. Lo
T frecuentaba la ambicion

de gue la sociedad reco-
nociera que en su mandato pre-
sidencial se habian respetado ¢l
Estadode Derecho, la division de
poderesy laslibertades piblicas,
v que el pais se habia incorpora-
doal escenariointernacional vios
inversores habian confiado. Una
brutal peleaconiraesaesperanza
{"labatallacontrael ego” lallama)
ocurriden lintimidad de Mauri-
cio Macri. Contimia en la pagina 12

El fiscal
Scapolan
“protegiaa
bandas narco”

TESTIMONIO. Lo afirmd la
jueza Sandra Arroyo
Salgado en el inicio del
jury contra el luncionario
que [ue snsp-endidr;i por
254 acusacion

Pigina22



FOLHA DE S.PAULO

DESDE 1921 & %

UM JORNAL A SERVICO DO BRASIL

AND 103 » N° 34328

Pais ndao tem
plano contra
ataques

em escolas

N&o hid no Brasil politica na-
cional para prevenir que es-
colassejfam alvode atagues,
COMmo O que OCorrel em
Sao Paulo na segunda (27).
Para especialistas, a fal-
ta de diretrizes deixa insti
tuigies sozinhas para lidar
com esse tipo devioléncia,
que tem crescidono pais —
foram 22 casos desde 2002,
o deles nos Gltimos § me-
ses, O Ministério da Edu-
cacio diz que trabalha em
plano amplo. cotidiano B4

ENTREVISTA
Steve Bannon

Processos contra
Bolsonaro nio
tém importancia
Idedlogo da ultradireita
global diz 4 Folha que os
processos que lideres co-
mo Jair Bolsonaro enfren-
tam nio prejudicam o fu-
uro do movimento con-
servador, e sim fortalecem
os acusados, Priximo de
Eduardo Bolsonaro, ele o
vé como “presidente do
Brasil um dia”. politicaas

Incéndio em centro
de imigrantes no

México mata 40

A0 MENOS 40 PESSOAS Mo
reram em incéndioem cen-
tro de imigracio em Ciu-
dad Judrez, na fronteira do
México comos EUA O local
abrigava 68 hormens latino-
-americanos. Até a noite de
ontem, 28 seguiam interna-
dos. Nao havia informacao
sobre brasileiros. mundoaiz

Turista deve ficar atento
a protestos na Franga
Protestos violentos con-
tra reforma da Previdéncia
dificultam a vida de turis-
tas e fecham alguns locais
famosos, mas pais segue
seguro a visitacio. Az

Tarcisio recebe alta apds
cirurgia, e secretdrio o
substitui em agenda as

I8SN 1.
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ilustrada ClacC5
Novos ares

SP-Arte volta com imagem do Brasil renovada
entre galeristas e colecionadores apoés eleicao

ilustrada C4
Vik Muniz picota
dinheiro e faz
homenagem a
Disney em mostra

esporte B9
Cléber Machado
afirma que ‘grana’
foi 0 motivo de sua
demissao da Globo

EDITORIAIS A2

Na ponta do ldpis
Sobre projecdes do gover-
no para o deficit fiscal.

700 mil
Acerca de marca funesta
de mortes por Covid-1g.

Mae e filha, ambas ex-alunas da Escola Estadual Thomazia Montoro, prestarm homenagem
avitima de ataque na segunda (27); agressor tentou comprar arma de fOg0 s ssmtes Felhapress

CVM vé falhas em
aniincio de aporte
da Americanas
Adreatécnicada CVM (Co-
missiiode Valores Mobilia-
rios) concluiuque a Ameri-
canas descumpriu dever de
divulgar fato relevante so-
bre aporte de R$ 10 bilhdes
de acionistas de referéncia
quando a informacao va-
ZOUL. A eMpPresa Nega ter
violadoregras. Mercadoazz

Conselho da
Petrobras rejeita 2
indicados de Lula

Mercado AZ0

R$ 6,00

Covid mata

700 mil e vitima
grupos mais
vulneraveis

Idosos acima de 80 e imunossuprimidos
concentram obitos; doenga ainda é uma
das principais causas de morte no pais

Passados trés anos do pri-
meiro brasgileiro morto
por Covidg, o pais chega
& marca de 7oo mil ébitos
pela doenga com um cena-
ric marcado por paradoxos.
A0 MESMO DEIMPO em gue a
pandemia teve desacelera-
caorecente devido ao avan-
¢onavacinagio, a cobertu-
ravacinal ainda é baixaem
alpumas faixas etdrias, co-
momenores de cinco anos.
O novo marco de vitimas
vem acompanhado de uma
mudanca no perfil dos mais
atingidos em comparagio
a outros periodos —a in-
cidéncia é maior em pes-
soas acima de 8o anos e
em imunossuprimidos.

Com mais imunizados,
a média mensal de mor-
tos fol caindo. Se a passa-
gem de soo mil para 6oco
mil vitimas demorou 111 di-
as, atltima centena de mi-
lhar foi alcancada somente
apos quase um ano e meio,

Ainda assim, a Covid se
mantém entre as cinco
principais causas de mor-
te no Brasil, segundo le-
vantamento do DeltaFo-
lha baseado no SIM (Siste-
ma de Informagio sobre
Mortalidade), do Ministério
da Saide. smide m1
Noticias falsas sobre

vacina voltam a
circular na internet s2

Intervalo de tempo entre 600 mil e 700 mil
mortes foi maior que os anteriores

144 dias 152 76 36 51 111

: 1 1R __=700.239
i i . mortes
-

el

mar. mar.
2020 2023

Regra fiscal ajuda, mas ndao tem
relacdo direta com juros, diz BC

Uma regra fiscal “solida e cri-
vel” pode ajudar no proces-
s0 de desi CAD, Mas Seu
antncio ndo tem relacio di-
reta com a queda de juros,
afirmou o Banco Central em
ata do Copom. O colegiado
fala duas vezes em “sereni-
dade e paciéncia” para con-
ducaoda politica monerdria.

Deirdre McCloskey

O texto ressalta que ano-
va proposta pode “reduzir
incertezana economia’. Em-
bora com acenos a Fazenda
—o titular, Fernando Had-
dad, v& termos “mais con-
dizentes” com perspectiva
de melhora—, a ata refor
postura dura do BC, avali-
2 economistas, MercadoAlS

Banco central dos EUA ndo tem poder
de definir taxas de juros mundiais

Opinido AZ

sp-arte.com

@sp_arte

P—A

29 marco—
02 abril 2023

Pavilhdo da Bienal
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Pidio al nuevo miembro, Enrique Kronawetter, combatir este flagelo

Santa Cruz denuncio aprietes
y recaudacion desde el JEM

Acuso al ministro de la Corte César Diesel, a los diputados Rodrigo Blanco y Hernan Rivas y al
miembro con permiso Jorge Bogarin de recurrir a presiones contra jueces y fiscales.

PADINA B

Abdo dio su acuerdo constitucional
El lunes asume Santander

con el desafio de terminar
con el legado de Fretes

FPAGMNA 2

El ex gobernador | Hay miedo e
cartista Hugo inseguridad en
Javier ira a juicio | el Abasto a
oral por desvio | causa de los
de fondos Covid | adictos

PAGINA B PhGING 18

Arriola a Monumental 1080 AM

Para mediados de afio se
espera que EEUU abra su ¥ L T - 1 -
mercado a carne paraguaya | | icenca para conducr y habiltackén se puedsn ver en muncipic: R

PAGINA LS

Roldn retird la accidn de inconstitucionalidad que lo impedia La reduccion es entre G. 400 y G. 300 por litro
La Contraloria tiene ahora via | Petropar y privados bajan el
libre para auditar a la Fiscalia | precio de los 2 tipos de diésel
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MANQUES pace 24

MACRONET LADETTE:
SIX ANS DE RENDEZ-VOUS
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PROCHE-ORIENT
Israel face

a ses divisions
apres le recul

de Netanyahou

SANTE

Chiens et chats
ont leurs entrees
a 'hopital

PAGE 1S

BANQUE

Cing etablissements
s0UpCoNnes

de fraude fiscale

AGE 26

LE TRAVAIL
HYBRIDE

CAHIER SPECIAL

) « Paris

| et ses ordures :
les victaoires
deécisives

du XIXe siecle
« Larue a-t-elle
provogque

le renvoi

de premiers
ministres?

+ La tribune

de Jean-Eric
Schoettl et
Jean-Pierre
Camby et celle
d'Alexis Carre
« La chronique
de Bertille
Bayart

= L'analyse

de Ronan
Planchon
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Les députes LR doivent-ils
rejoindre la coalition
propose de construire
isabeth Borne?

Oul NON
48% 52%

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 176602

Votez aujourd hui

sur lefigarofr

Etes-vous favorable
aune de la réforme
des retraites, comme le
réclame Laurent Berger?

ANGH A0 € - BFL RS0 6 - CHCASOE - CF TR CZK - [ 400 6 - R 400 € - 2 806 — LUK | 6D € - KGN - 7 1M - AT

Moins de 800000 personnes ont manifesté mardi, signe que la contestation s’essouffle.
Mais Emmanuel Macron, qui refuse toute médiation, reste Sous pression. saces s a,1s. 20,21 et LenironaL

Avec l'inflation alimentaire,
le vol a I'étalage explose

En mars, les prix dans les
rayocns des grandes surfaces
ont bondi de 1,8 %, portant
IMinflation sur un an i 16,2 5%
Face & cette hausse sans fin
des tekets de caisse, les cas
de vol 4 I'étalage explosent.
Par nécessité ou par oppar

tunisme, de plus en plus
d"étudiants, de familles mo
noparentales, de ménages
fragiles et de personnes
dAgées aux fins de mois diffi
ciles quittent les magasing
avec des articles sous le
mantean. PRAGES 14 ET 28

EDITORIAL par ¥ves Thrdard ythucani@ictigarast
Dans le brouillard

es manifestants  étaient moins
nomhbreux dans les rues de Fran
o ce mardi. Est-ce le signe d™un
essoulflement de la mobilisa
tion? Aprés quinze jours de gré
v, les éboueurs de Paris ont décidé de re
prendre le travail. Quant & la CGT, elle est
tout occupés 4 choisir le successeur de
Philippe Martinez, et la bataille est rude.
La crainte des violences gui perturbent
maintenant les cortéges peut &tre une
autre explication 4 cette moindre partici
pation. On peut gloser a I'envi, résignation
ou pas, "hostilité a cette réforme des re
traites a révélé un profond malaise dans le
pays. [l sera difficile d'en sortir.
Entre Pexécutil et Iintersvndicale, le dia-
logue parait difficile. Laurent Berger a de
mandé une «pawsé= an chel de 'Etat.
Proposition gui, si elle était accepide, re
wviendrait sans doute i enterrer la réfor
me, Tout comme celle de nommer un
o médiateur », Les bons offices offerts par
le patron de la CFOT ne vont pas, de toute
évidence, sans arriére-pensée. Emma-
nuel Macron le sait - battre en retraite de
la sorte, ce serait se condammner a 'immo
Lilisme pour le reste de son guinguennat.

Ce serait aussi ceder - et quel aveu de fai
hlesse! - 4 la violence inoule qui s'expri
me dans la rue.

On I'entend a travers ses récents propos,
le ministre de I'[ntérieur cherche 4 établir
aujowrd hui un continuum entre cette vio
lence et I'ambiance survoltée entretenue
par certains élus éeologistes ¢t de La Fran
ce insoumise depuis un an. Gui, eux, s’en

N L 5 e mt i L
Entre l'exécutif e denon.
et les syndicats, ciation des
lE dla_logue « violences
parait difficile L“

policiéres =,
scénes
‘émente,
observées ce week-end Sa.mle Soline ou
dans les derniéres manifestations, per
mettent & Gérald Darmanin de jouer or-
dre contre le chaos, la «bordélisation =,
comme il dit. Flairant le piége, Jean-Lue
Mélenchon en appelle d ailleurs désormais
au calme, i des « actions pacifiques =,
Est-ce ainsi qu’ Emmanuel Macron trouve
ra une issue a la crise actuelle? Bien sir
que non. Alors que sa majorité montre en
plus des signes de fébrilité, le présidemt
semble avancer dans le brouillard. m

LR A0 € - PORT COMT 420 € - R & 50 4 - TN 7,00 TR ESH W08

Les chars arrivent,
I'Ukraine prépare
sa contre-offensive

Les premiers chars lourds
oecidentaux, Leopard 2et Chal-
lenger 2, sont arrives en Ukrai

ne. Sans préciser leur localisa-
tion, Kiev a diffusé des images
de ces hlindés, accréditant

I'hypothése dune prochaine
contre-affensive  dans  Est.
Mais la question du nombre de
wihioules disponibles et de lap-
provisionnement en munitions
reste posce, PAGESSETS
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Doreen Lawrence:

Three abandoned children

and a 40-year mystery

The
uar

I was

The long read

Journal

dian

Newspaper of the year

betrayed by the Daily Mail

® Paper allegedly hired
investigators to hack
Labour peer's phone

@ Cases also brought by
Prince Harry, Elton John,
Sadie Frost and others

Tim Waterson
Media editor

Doreen Lawrence has claimed that
the Daily Mail hired private invest-
igators to hack her phone and obtain
information on her murdered son
Stephen, potentially disrupting the
police investigation inte the racially
motivated killing,

Lady Lawrence now believes she
“failed her murdered son® by trust-
ing the Daily Mail during the 1990s,
claiming the news outlet campaigned
for justice on behalf of Stephen Law-
rence in a cynical bid to sell more
NEWSPAPers,

The allegations were set out in
detailed documents released dur-
ing an extraordinary hearing at the
high court.

Lawrence, Prince Harry, Elton
John and the actor Sadie Frost all
turned up to hear legal arguments in
the cases they have brought against
Associated Newspapers, the owner
af the Daily Mail, the Mail on Sunday
and MailOnline.

Along with Liz Hurley, and the far-
mer Liberal Democrat politician Sir
Simon Hughes, they accuse the titles
of making widespread use of illegal
reporting tactics to obtain stories

over more than 20 years. At the pre-
liminary hearing in central London
yesterday, lawvers for Associated
Newspapers attempted to stop the
claims golng to trial, where the alle-
gations would be heard in full.

The Daily Mail had largely escaped
the phone-hacking allegations that
led te the closure of the News of the
World but now faces a major chal
lenge that could result in serious
reputational damage. Theallegations
relate to a period when the Daily
Mail was edited by Faul Dacre,
whio remains a senior executive at
Associated Newspapers and has
been nominated for a peeragein Boris
Johnson's resignation honours.

¥ Prince Harry, one of seven people
stiing Associated Newspapers,
arrives al the high court yesterday
PHOTOGEAFH: MIRDAN PETTITT/PA WIRE

The Mail has dismissed all the
claimsas “preposterous smears” and
istrying tostop the case going totrial
on multiple grounds,

The newspaper ran a long cam-
paign to identify the racist killers of
Stephen Lawrence, culminating ina
front-page story accusing five indi-
viduals of murder. The paper often
held upthestory as anexample of the
its commitment to fghting for jus-
tice on behalf of those who lacked
a voice, recently calling its cam-
paign a “key moment in British race
relations history”. Lawrence said she
now believed thecampaign on behal f
of her son was a cynical way to sell
papers by appearing be on the side of
ayoung man killed in a racist attack.

In documents filed to court, her
lawyers said Lawrence "cannot think

of any act o conduct lower oe
than stealing and exploiting

Yousafis
narrowly
elected as
SNP leader

Severin Carrell

Libby Brooks

Humza Yousal was elected the first
minority ethnicleader of the Scottish
National party vesterday, in anarrow
victory thatwill force him to confront
deep divisions within his party.

He is almost certain to be con
firmed as Scotland’s next first
minister, after the Scottish Greens
said they would back his nomina-
tion today, but he faces a significant
internal challenge bringing the SNF's
warring factions together,

Widely seen as Nicola Sturgeon's
preferred successor, Yousal defeated
his closest rival, Kate Forbes, byanar-
rower than expected 52% o 48%, but
only after second preference votes
cast by supporters of Ash Regan, the
candidate who came last in the first
round, were counted. The turnout
was 70%.

He secured fewer of Regan's sec-
ond preference votes than Forbes,
but took enough towin. Even so, the
size of Forbes's vote demonstrated
that Sturgeon's policy platform has
less support among ordinary mem-
bers than thought. In the first round
Yousaf led with 48% of the votes,
with Forbes on 40%.

Forbes, asocial and fiscal conserv-
ative, fourded her campaign on blunt
and highly critical attacks on Yousal's
record as a minister, in which she
denounced his repeated
support for Sturgeon’s

Israel unrest
Netanyahu

delays plans
for judiciary

PM ‘not willing to tear




