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El feminismo exhibe su fuerza
a pesar de la fractura politica

Las movilizaciones del 8-M llenan las calles en toda Espana

PABLO LINDE / JULIO NUREZ, Madrid
El movimiento feminista volvio
ayer a demostrar su fuerza al lle-
nar las calles de ¢ ¥ pue-
blos de ioda Espafia, y ello a pe-
sar del clima de divisién politica
que han generado los efecios de
la ley del solo s es sy la key trans.

Al margen de estos conflictos, el
feminismo sigue apoyando masi-
vamente reivindicaciones comio
el fin de la vielencia machista, de
la brecha salarial ¥ los techos de
cristal, asi como la defensa de los
cuidados. Las protestas wvolvie-
ron a ser numerosas: 27.000 per-

sonas en Madrid, 40.000 en Bar-
celona o 16,000 en Valencia, se-
in las diferentes policias. En la
capital se celebraron dos mani-
lestaciones separadas, lo que se
tradujo en una participacidn al-
g0 menor respecto al afio pasado,
micntras en otras localidades se

logrd una convocatoria unitaria
v la afluencia superd la de 2022,
En la manifestacion principal de
Madrid coincidieron ministras
socialistas y de Unidas Podemaos,
un dia después de su encontrona-
zo en el Congreso por la reforma
del solo sf es 51 PAcmas 22 & 35

Un 1,.3% de
los sanitarios
se declaran
objetores

a la eutanasia

Los registros de las
autonomias suman mais
de 9.000 profesionales

JUAN JOSE MATED, Madrid
Al menos 9384 profesionales
del sector sanitario se han dado
de alta en los registros autond-
micos de objetores a la aplica-
cion de la ley de eutanasia, se
gin datos recabados por EL
PAIS. Son un 1.3% de los cerca de
700.000 médicos, enfermeros y
farmacéuticos que pueden aco-
gerse a la cliusula de concien-
cia. La ley entrd en vigor en ju
nio de 2021, pero su implanta
cion es desigual entre comunida
des. Madrid es la regidn donde
mis profesionales se declaran
objetores: eran 3.119 al cierre de
2022, un 33% del total, Piass 26

La ultraderecha
saca provecho
del conflicto

en Francia por
las pensiones

MARC BASSETS, Paris
El malestar y lus PrOLESIAs que se
extienden por wcia por el plan
del presidente Emmanuel Ma
cron de retrasar la edad de jubila
cion esta beneficiando a la ulira-
derecha de Marine Le Pen, segin
varios sondeos v los expertos. Le
Pen muestra una oposicidn fron-
tal a la reforma pero sin partici-
par en las marchas y desde una
posicion institucional. Phcma &

El Gobierno prevé elevar al 3%
el tope a los alquileres en 2024

La medida se prorrogara un aio y a partir de 2025 se aplicara
un nuevo indice que los socialistas negocian con sus aliados

1 L ARANDA / C. E. CUE, Madrid
El Gobicrno estudia prommogar ¢l
praximo afio el limite para actuali-
zar los precios de los alguileres,
pero elevando la subida médxima
del 2% al 3% La medida que sc
aplicd de forma extraordinaria
frente a la inflacion, se prolonga-
ria asi durante 2024, mieniras sc

elabora un nuevo indice que ain
s¢ cstd disciando, scgiin ¢l plan
promovido por la parie socialista
del Gobierno en un intento de des-
bloquear la ley de vivienda Esa
idea s¢ ha trasladado ya a los par-
tidos, aungue la propuesta en fir-
me ain no estd lista. Podemos es
reticente al nuevo indice; algunos

de los aliados del Gobiemo esta-
rian dispuestos a aceptar ¢l 3% co-
mo techo temporal, pese a que el
objetivo inicial era mantenerlo de
forma permanenie en las zonas
tensionadas. Queda un fleco pen-
diente: qué hacer con los pisos
NUEVS Para evitar que presionen
al alza los precios. PhGma 39

Los
derechos

y libertades
se ejercitan o
se enfuimecen
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Retraites: les syndicats en appellent a Macron

» Partout en France,
la mobilisation
contre la réforme des
retraites enregistre
des niveaux record.
Selon le ministere

de l'intérieur,

1,128 million de per-
sonnes ont manifesté
le 7mars, 3,5millions
d’aprés la CGT

» D'ici a la prochaine
journée de mobilisa-
tion, samedi 11 mars,
une gréve reconducti-
ble a été décidée dans
plusieurs secteurs-
clés (énergie, trans-
ports, raffineries, etc.)

» Mardi soir, les syn-
dicats ont demande

a étre recus «en
urgence» a I'Elysée.
«Le silence du prési-
dent de la République
constitue un grave
probléeme démocrati-
que », dénonce
l'intersyndicale
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L'Elysée mise sur
un vote rapide

du projet de loi au
Parlement en espé-
rant qu'un blocage
du pays ne vienne
pas contrecarrer
ses plans

PAGE 12

NATALISME

Pour rééquilibrer
le systéme des
retraites, des
discours natalistes
se font entendre
adroiteeta
I'extréme droite
PAGE 13
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LE GOUVERNEMENT
DANS LA NASSE

PAGE 31

Les nouveaux scénarios pour
I'électricité en France d'ici 2 2035

DANS UN DOCUMENT de cadrage
de g9 pages auquel Le Monde aeu
acois, le gestionmaire du Réseau |
gne RTE Souhaité par le gouver
time que «plusieurs ééments de
contexte récents cond wisent a mo- 3

dé transport d'éectricité (RTE) es-

difier profondément les perspecti-
ves dévelution du systéme éner-

gétigue franpais et européen 4 ¢
court & moyen lermess Citanit ].I. E
e, les politiques
de décarbonation en Europe, ou §
i pourrail venir du solaire. D'apris
nistes, ce document important

guerme en Ukral

encore bes tentations protection-

insiste sur les séries dincertitu

des qui pésent sur le nuckéaire

frangais. « La disponibilite du parc
surr bes années 4 venir constifue un
point dattention majeurs, souli-

nement, Fallongement de la du
rée de vie des réacteurs jusqu'a

{ soixante ans constitue une autre
i Interrogation : rien nindbque que

UAutorité de sdreté nudéaire, sur
laquelle la pression sera considé-
rable, ira dans ce sens,

La (relative) bonne nouvelle

RTE, cette filiére poumrait décoller

PAGE 16

Géorgie
Thilissi

ouvre la chasse
aux « agents
étrangersy

Le Parlement géorgien a
adopte, mardi 7mars, une
loi répressive inspirée par
la législation russe. Une
manifestation contre
cette loi a é1€ violemment
dispersée par la police
PAGE &

i Royaume-Uni

: Controverse sur le
droit d'asile pour

i les migrants ayant
! traversé la Manche !

E PAGE 2

Tribune

« Les droits

des femmes
régressent
SOUS NOS yeux»

i Architecture
: Le Britannique

David Chipperfield

i remporte le prix

Pritzker 2023

E PAGE 73

Le secrétaire général de
I'ONU, Antonio Guterres,
s'inquiete de voir le
secteur des nouvelles
technologies préter trop

puria FEAU'

peu dattention aux inega- S
lités femmes-hommes —=
IDEES PAGES 28-29

Associations
Les Francais
continuent de
faire des dons
malgré la crise
En 202z le montant du
don moyen a augmenté,
tandis que le nombre

de donateurs a diminué
PAGE 15
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“All the News
That'’s Fit to Print™

Che New 1lork Eimes

LATE EDITION
Today, mostly sunny skies, high 43,
Tonight, mainly clear skies, low 33,
Tomorrow, increasing clouds be-
coming cloudy in the afternaon, high
45, Weather map is on Page A8
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BUDGET BY BIDEN
TOSSES GAUNTLET
AT FEET OF G.0.P.

FRAMES HIS PRIORITIES

Plan, Unlikely to Pass,
Sets Up Clash on Size
of Government

By JIM TANKERSLEY

WASHINGTOM — President
Biden will propose @ budger on
Thursday that has no chance of
driving tax or spending decisions
in Congress this year, but instead
s & statement of poli
ies as he clashes with
Republicans over the size of the
federal government.

Mr Bidens budget proposal,
the third of his presidency, is an at-
tempt o advance a narrative that
the president is committed to in-
\'estlng in American manufactur
ing, fighting corporate prof-
iteering, reducing budget deficits
and fending off conservative at-
tacks on safety-net programs.

It is expected to include what
White House officials say will be
nearly 53 trillion in new deficit re-
duction, largely from a familiar
batch of tax increases on Compa-
nies and high earners, along with
robust spending on the military
and policies to further Mr. Biden's
attempts to support high-tech fac-
tory jobs and fight climate change.

Republicans are expected to of-
fer a starkly different budget
sometime this spring, one likely to
be stocked with cuts to federal
health programs and aid to the
poor, in an effort to eliminate the
budget deficit within a decade
without raising taxes. Mr. Blden is
certain to reject those proposals,
and they may struggle to atiract
enough moderate  Repuhblican
wotes to pass the House.

The competing documents will
highlight the dearth of common
Eground for Mr. Biden and his op-
position party on fiscal policy at a
high-stakes moment for the gow-
ernment and the global economy.
That is true even though both the
president and congressional Re-
publicans are embracing the poli-
tics of promising to reduce deficits
and the growth of the national
debt, which topped $31 trillion late
last year.

Republican  leaders in  the
House have refused to raise a con-
gressionally imposed cap on how
much the federal government can
borrow unless M Biden agrees to
steep cuts to federal spending in
exchange, Given the United
States borrows huge sums of
money to pay its bills, that posi-
tion risks plunging the economy

Continuwed on Poge A17

From City Hall
To Consulting
For Landlords

Fears Ally Might Sway
New York's Mayor

This article is by Dona Rubin-
stein, Emma . Fitzrsimmons and
William K. Rashboum.

As a candidate for ma_wr and
gince being elected, Eric Adams
has appeared closely allied with
Mew York City's influential real
estate industry.

Major landlords have showered
the mayor with donations. He has
frequently met with real estate
leaders and has used One Vander-
bilt, one of the city's newest shky-
scrapers, as a backdrop for photo
ops and news conferences. And as
a small-time landlord. Mr. Adams
once declared, *1 am real estate.”

Mow his recently departed chief
of staff, Frank Carone, who is ex-
pected o lead Mr Adams's re-
election campaign, is strength-
ening real estate’s ties to the may-
or's inner circle.

Since Mr. Carone left his job at
the end of December as M Ad-
ams's right-hand man, he has
been busy building a consulting
business whose clientele now in-
cludes two of the city's biggest
landlords, and he may soon add a
Saudi-based firm.

The Durst Organization, which
controls several of New York
City’s marguee buildings, includ-
il Omne Bryant Park and Via 57
Whest, has hired Mr. Carone “to as-
sist with business strategy” a
Durst spokeswonman confirmed.

SL Green Realty Corporation,
which developed One Vanderbilt
and describes itself as the citys
largest office landlord, has re-
tained Mr. Carone to aid its bid o
build a Caesars Palace casino in
Times Square, an effort that is
likely to require city support.

City law prohibits Mr Caromne
from directly lobbying the may-
or's office for one wear, yet both
companies stand to benefit from
Mr. Carone’s knowledge of the Ad-
ams administration’s inner work-
ings.

Mr Carone, a longtime friend of
the mayvor, says his new firm, Oak-
tree Solutions, is broadly focused
on global consulting and public af-
fairs. He said in a statement this
week that he and his firm's em-
ployees would not kobby City Hall
for one year, and that he would
take the additional step, not re-
quired by law, of not lobbying any
city agencies this year,

Ewven so, Mr. Carone's activities
raise concerns that he could influ-
ence the mayor on behalf of Mo
Carone's new clients, underscor-
ing fears that Mr. Adams is al-
readdy oo allied with real estate

The real estate industry has

Continwed on Page AZ0

Unity on International Women's Day
Rallies, protests and celebrations were held Wednesday in, among other places, Istanbul, top;
Colomibo, Sti Lanka, where polisewomen stood guard at a demonstration; and Lages, Nigeria.

LOUISVILLE POLICE
RIFE WITH ABUSE,
JUSTICE DEPT. SAYS

‘IT IS HEARTBREAKING”

Pattern of Discrimination
Found in Inquiry After
Taylor’s Killing

By GLENN THRUSH

WASHIMNGTON — The Police
Department in Louisville, Ky, en-
gaged in a far-ranging pattern of
discriminatory and abusive law
enforcement practices, the Jus-
tice Department said on Wednes-
day after conducting a two-year
investigation prompted by the fa-
tal shooting of Breonna Taylor by
the police in Z020.

In adamning S$0-page report, in-
vestigators painted a grim por-
trait of the Louisville Metro Police
Drepartment, detailing & variety of
serions — at times shocking —
misconduct. They included
use of excessive force; searches
i o arnd so-calbed no-
knock warrant: unlawful car
stops, detentions and harassment
of people during street sweeps:
and broad patterns of discrimina-
tion against Black people and
those with behavioral health prob-
lems.

The conduct of the Police De-
pariment  “has undermined its
public safety mission and strained
its relationship with the communi-
ty meant to protect and serve”
Anorney General Merrick B. Gar-
land said at a news conference in
Louisville, appearing alongside
the city’'s mayor and acting police
chief. “This conduct is unaccept-
able. It is heartbreaking ™

The Justice Department's find-
ings, he said, were succinctly cap-
tured by an unnamed Louisville
police leader shortly after the in-
vestigation began: “Breonna Tay-
lor was a symptom of problems
that we thw lmll for

leased amid a backlash against a
reform movement galvanized by
police  killings and beatings of
Black people, served as a remind-
er of the dysfunction that 5(||] af-

h-nr will it be the last: The qulu:e
Drepartment is investigating simi
lar complaints about discrimina-
pory practices in  Minneapolis,
Mew York, Oklahoma City, Mount
Vernon, M.Y., Phoenix. Worcester,
Mass., and Louisiana.

Ms. Tavion an emergency room
rechnician, was shot and killed by
police officers assigned to a drug
enforcement unit in March 2020
during a botched raid of her apart-
ment. Her death prompted pro-

Cortinued on Page A12

Years of Power and Influence,

And a Lengthy List of Victims

By RICHARD FAUSSET and
NICHOLAS BOGEL-BURROUGHS

Across the chasms of race and
class that have long divided and
defined South Carclina, Alex Mur-
daugh appeared in the life of Pam-
ela Pinckney at her darkest mo-
ment, offering to help.

It was 2009. Mr. Murdaugh, a
white man, was a personal injury
lawyer and the scion of a storied
multigenerational legal dynasty
that held sway for decades over a
five-county swath of the Low-
country. Ms. Pinckney, a Black
waman, was in the hospital. She
and her children had been on their
way to a dollar store when her
SUV flipped, resulting in serious
spinal injuries vo her 19-year-old

The Murdaughs were a force
in South Carolina for decades.

son, Hakeem, that rendered him
quadriplegic.

Mr. Murdaugh sued the manu-
facturer of the tires on the SUW,
eventually winning the family a

Continued on Poge A 14

Progress Stalls for Black Women
Tirying to Achieve Higher Office

By JAZMINE ULLOA

As Representative Barbara Lee
hits the campaign trail for & Sen-
ate seat in Calilornia, significant
hurdles await her. The race is ex-
pected to be one of the mest com-
petitive, and expensive, in the
country. Even more daunting, she
will face one of the strongest glass
ceilings in American politics.

When NMs. Lee, 76, was first
elected wo Congress in 1998, the
House had 11 Black women in of-
fice, and only one Black woman
served in the Senate. With the
swearing-in of Jennifer McClellan
as the first Black woman to repre-
sent Virginia on Tuesday, the
House now has 28 Black women in
its ranks, a new high-water mark,

Familiar Barriers Are

Still a Challenge

but the Senate has none.

in 2033 I

Tuesday: “Frankly, it
ination gap that people
have had for a very long time —
that because they haven't seen a
Black woman in these offices,
they can't imagine it

Owver the past decade, Black
women have made tremendous
gains: Kamala Harris broke barri-
ers as the nation’s first Black,
Asian American and female vice

Continued on Page A1S

ChatGPT Convulses Big Tech
With Its Promise and Its Peril

This article is by Tripp Mickile,
Cade Metz and Nico Grant.

SAM FRAMCISCO — When
Aaron Levie, the chief executive
of Box, tried a new AL chatbot
called ChatGPT in early Decem-
ber, it didn’t take him long o de-
clare, "We need people on thist™

He cleared his calendar and
asked employees o figure oui
how the technology, which in-
stantly provides comprehensive
answers 1o complex gquestions,
eould benefit Box, a cloud compul
ing company that sells services
that help businesses manage their
online data

Mr. Levie's reaction to ChatGPT
was typical of the anxiety — and
excitement — over on Val-

A Scramble to Assess
the [mpact of ALl

ley's new new thing. Chatbots
have ignited a scramble to deter-
mine whether their technology
could upend the economics of the
internet, turn  today’s  power-
houses into has-beens or create
the industry’s next giants.

Mot since the iPhone has the be-
lief that a new technology could
change the industry run so deep.
Cloud computing companies are
rushing to deliver chatbot tools,
even as they worry that the tech-
nology will gut other parts of their

Continued on Page AZ1
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Clean power is here

A sustainable future starts today. accelerazero.com
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No end-game for US and China’s cold war

EDWARD LUCE, PAGE 15

USA £2.50 Canada C$3.00

LA’s homeless problem comes to my garage

CHRISTOPHER GRIMES, PAGE 14

Gender gap
Women make
slow progress

Winmen do yoga &l a railway station in
Mumbsi, India, yesterday to celebrate
Intermaticnal Women's Day.

According to the UN, 37 per cent of
‘women arcund the world have no acoess
to the internet, leading to a digital gen
der gapthat widens economic and social
inequalities. There is alsostill a big wage
gapglobally despite progress in making
workplaces mare balanced between
men and woamen.

In the US, women typically carn &2
cents for ewery dollar carned by men,
litile changed from the B0 cents they
carned 20 years ago, accerding to
rescarch by Pew. Activists say the pay
gap can anly be flly closed by govern-
mient-led structural changes, such as
universal childcare. But studies pub.
lished this week show how little
progress corperate America has made
on pledges bo beost equality.

US Inec gendser pay gap page |

VW puts European battery plant on
hold as it seeks €10bn of US support

e Carmaker waits for EU response & Brussels’ plans ‘look pretty bad’ e Northvolt also eyes switch

RICHARD MILNE — O5L0
PATRICIA NILSSON — ERAMKEURT
PETER CAMPHELL — LONDON

Volkswagen is putting on hold 8 planned
battery plant in eastern Europe and pri-
oritising a similar facility in North
America after estimating that it could
receive €100 in US incentives.

The decision s the latest fallout from
Joe Blden’s §369bn package of subsidics
and tax Incentives for green technology
tthat ks luring European companies to
the US. Europe's largest carmaker told
EU officials last week that it expected to
reap €9bn-C10bn in subsidies and loans
rom the US president’s Inflation Reduc-
thom Act and other US schemes over the
lifectime of the factory, according to peo-
pleatithe meeting.

VW was “waiting" to see how the EU

UM gave Syrian aid role to
Assad spy chief's daughter

The struggles 1o bring relief to northam
Syria after last month's sarthquake has
revealed the ways the UN and other
aid groups: must make compromises.
That benefit Syrian leader Bashar
al-Assad and his associates o operate
i tha country, The hiring of the
daughter of sanctions-het Syrian spy
chief Hussam Lok by the LW Cerf
Fund suggests there are ather regime
loyalists in sid sgencies. which experts.
sary has a ‘chilling effect” on stafl
Tangled fies » PaceE 3

would respond to Washington's incen-
tiwes before pressing ahead with a plan
10 build a plant in castern Europe, said
ane person with direct knowledge o the
decision making at YW, “Plansin North
America have moved forward faster
‘tham expected and overtaken decision:
makirg in Europe,” the person sabd.
Thee IRA heas sparked panic among
European policymakers as high-tech
Imdustries such as battery manafactur-
img, which they have spent years murtur-

“The conditions they offer
are much more interesting
than the conditions they
offer in Europe’

ing. loak acroes the Atlantic as competi-
thom from China intensifics.

The European Commission, which
will next week publish a Met Zero Indus-
try Act as part of its response to the US
green scheme, is booking to boosen rules
on state aid and is reassessing whether
to deploy EU-level subsidies. But an
early draft outlined last week has fallen
short, accordingto ndustry executives,

=1t looks pretty bad,” sald a senkor
executive at another Furopean battery
maker present at last week's meeting in
Brussels, attended by competition com-
misgioner Margrethe Vestager. “There
was an absence of concrete measunes.”

Another executive sakd: “We've been
contacted by many US states and they
all highlight the IRA. When we put the
figures together, the conditions they

offer are much more interesting than
the condithons they offer in Europe.”

VW sadd no deciskons had been made
on the locations of its plants in North
America or Europe and it was commit.-
ted to its plan to build mare cell factaries
in Europe. “But for this we need the
right framewark conditions, That s why
wie walt and see what the sa-called EU
Groen Deal willbring,” it sabd,

Battery maker Northvalt, which also
attended the mesting, suggested that it
could choose the US over Cermany for
the location of its mext gigafactory
unless Brussels gave more concrete sup-
port, said people with knowledge of the
discussions. Morthvolt estimaied that it
wauld receive more than €8bn in US
subsidies for one factory, they sakd.

Morthvalt declined to comment.

‘Mother of Russian warlord wins appea]

over EU sanctions for Wagner support

HILES JOHNSON — LONDOK

HENRY FOY — BRUSSELS

The actogenarian mather of Russlan
warlord Yevgeny Prigoshin has won an
appeal against EU sanctions imposed
on her last year for her albeged support
of the Wagner mercenary groap fight

ingin Ukraine,

The &3-year-old Vialetta Prignehina’s
successiul appeal against the European
Council raises the prospect that other
sanctions-hit family members of figures
close tothe Kremlin will be able to have
western sanctions overturned.
Prigozhin, Wagner group chief, has
emerged as a powerful commander in
President Viadimir Putin's invasion of
Ukcraime. Wagner has been accused of
bumsan rights abuses, including murder,
ragn: and torture. Prignzhin has publicly
boasted about executions. His wife,

maother, son and eldest daughter were
all placed under EU sanctions last year.

Brussels could appeal against the
Enropean Court of Justice ruling in the
next two months, according to an offi
cial, It would have three options: delist
Prigozhina, appeal agalnst the ruling or
redmpnse sancthons against herwith dif-
ferent evidence.,

“Renewed lstings are in the pipeline,”
the official added.

In her appeal, lawyers working for
Prigozhing argoed that while she had
owned shares in companies controlled
by her son between 201 and 2007, she
had mot played any direct role in thelr
business operations.

“The link between Ms Prigoehina and

adogption of the contested acts is based
salely on their family relationship and is
therefore not sufficient to justify her

inclusion an the contested Hsts” the BC]
said yesterday.

Prigozhina’s appeal “disputes her
son's alleged association with Wagner
Group and dlaims that, in any event, it
cannol legitimately be inferred from the
limks to her som that she may have con-
tributed to compromising the tenritorial
integrity of Ukraine™.

Leaked emails s==n by the Financial
Times shawed that Prigazhina helped
her son pass anti-money lanndering
checks to be taken on as a client by a UK
law firm in 2021 by providing the firm
with & Russkan gas bill in her name.

Prigozhin last year lost an appeal
against EU sanctions that claimed he
wias in control of Wagner. After this, he
was filmed recruiting Russian prisoners
o join his mercenary owtfit, and went
o o admit Founding the organisation.
Russia’s energy conflict page 15
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VW ix making " much bster progress”
with battery factory plans in Moerth
America compared with Europe, Tho-
mias Schmall, head of VW's components
umit, wrote on Linkedin after attending
the mecting in Brussels. Europe was at
risk of kosing out on “billions of invest.
menits that will be decided in the coming
moniths and years”, be added.

Lobby growp Transpert & Enviren-
ment warned this week that more than
two-thirds of Furopean battery projects
were at risk of being cancelled, delayed
arcut back.

VW said two years sgo it would build
six gigafactories. Arno Antlitz, VW's
chief financial officer, last week said it
“would have done [a North American
battery plant] anyway”, but that the
new subsidies accelerated iss plans.

Briefing

» Halian central bank chief
exposes ECE rift on rates
The head of the country’s central
bank has criticised his fellow
rale-setiers over how long
imberest rabes st remain high
‘bo taames inflation.— racE 3

= Oul on London ‘drift’
The chief of one of the UK's big
imsurers, Legal & General, has
saiel bow grovwth and political
Imfighting have eroded the appeal
2 City listing, — eacs 5 LEX, PAGE 18

» Israel trip cut short
Visiting US defence secretary
Lioyd Awstin has been foroed to
change plans afier protests
against judiclary laws threatened
‘the security of his route.— Pase 3

= ASML warns on Lech theft
European chip tookmaker's chief
I aid his coenpany is guarding
its secrets as never before
global competition for technology
reaches new heights. — pacs o

= Raids on perfume groups
Antitrust regulators have rided
the workd's four biggest makers of
[ragrances as they probe claims ol
overcharging and other practices
that reduce competithon.— pace s

» Hedge funds go macro
Firms are building their
firepower 1o returm o the dassic
strategy now that volatility has
returmed Lo global bond, currency

and other markets — pace s
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Return of the macro Steep rate rises turbocharge hedge funds’ strategy to highest returns since financial crisis © markeTs, pace 8

Companies & Markets

Insurer sounds
the alarm over
exodus from
UK exchange

@ L.&G boss highlights ‘perpetual drift’
® Moves by CRH and Arm stoke fears

IAN SMITH, LAURA NOONAN

AND DANIEL THOMAS — LONDON

The head of one of Britain's largest
insurers has decried the “perpetual
drift” of companies away from London’s
stock market, saying a low-growth
economy and political infighting had
eroded the UK’s appeal.

The decisions last week by CRH, the
largest building materials group, and
UK chip designer Arm to shun London
in favour of listings in New York have
heightened fears over the health of the
UK stock market.

“We should be worried about it. We've
been in perpetual drift,” Sir Nigel Wil-
son, chief executive of Legal & General,
said. “There’s a drift of the City to
Europe, there is a drift of the City to the
United States.”

‘A low-productivity,
low-growth, low-wage
economy [is] fraught by
political infighting’

Wilson, who is stepping down after
a decade running L&G, pointed to
planning and financial rules as areas
where reform was badly needed to
reverse the trend.

“We made the point that the UK isa
low-productivity, low-growth, low-wage
economy fraught by political infighting,
and that has to change,” he said. “We
need a massive step-up in investment in
the UK.”

Wilson highlighted a shift by UK pen-
sion funds from equities to bonds, over a
period of decades, as a driver of the drift
away from London.

“1f T go back 20-odd years, [our
defined benefit pension funds] would be
over 50 per cent invested in equities.
Now they re like 6 per cent,” he said.

Defined contribution pension
schemes should be investing more

in high-growth companies, he said.

The string of departures from London
has unnerved British policymakers and
regulators, as other companies are dis-
cussing similar moves, drawn by a
larger pool of investors, higher valua-
tions and hundreds of billions of
dollars of government spending on
infrastructure.

The trend underlines the UK’s diffi-
culty in attracting and retaining compa-
nies, despite the government's attempts
to reinvigorate the City after Brexit.

The government yesterday kicked off
areview into the lack of research cover-
age for UK-listed companies in the latest
attempt to boost the stock market,
acknowledging that “concerns have
been raised about the quality and quan-
tity of investment research produced in
the UK as compared to other jurisdic-
tions, particularly for certain sectors
like tech and life sciences”,

This could undermine valuations and
“therefore the attractiveness of the UK
as a place to list and malke it harder for
companies to access private capital”.

Asked by MPs about the loss of Arm,
Financial Conduct Authority chief exec-
utive Nikhil Rathi called for a “wider
conversation” about “where [promot-
ing UK markets] fits in terms of all the
other public policy policies that exist for
the authorities”.

Rathi told MPs: “It is always disap-
pointing if companies of national
importance choose to raise their pri-
mary capital elsewhere.”

Wilson said the lack of investment
was hurting fast-growing companies
that might go on to list in the UK.

He cited efforts by L&G to help the
600 start-ups across its portfolio to
expand.

“We want to scale up a lot of those,
and we want those to be FTSE constitu-
ents in years ahead,” he said. “That is
what has to happen in the UK."

SeeLex

Losing streak Adidas to pay ex-chief €15.9mn
despite warning of worst year in three decades

Adidas has slashed its dividend and reported a 70% fall in quarterly net profit — ioinoiamy siock phoia

OLAF STORBECK — HERZOGENAURACH

Ousted Adidas chief executive
Kasper Rorsted is to receive a golden
parachute of up to €15.9mn despite
the struggling company slashing its
dividend and bonuses as it braces for
its first annual loss in 31 years.

The world’s second-largest sports-
wear maker swung to a quarterly
operating loss at the end of 2022 as
sales from China halved and unsold
Yeezy trainers piled up following the
brand’s decision to sever ties with US
rapper Kanye West.

Two months after the start of new
chief executive Bjern Gulden, the
company has announced a board
reshuffle, announcing the departure
of its head of sales Roland Auschel
and head of brand Brian Grevy.

Auschel, who in 2021 was rebuked
over “unacceptable” remarks about
diversity, will be replaced by Arthur
Hoeld, an Adidas veteran of 25 years

who has been managing director for
the Emea region since 2018.

The German sportswear group cut
its full-year dividend 79 per cent to 70
cents, down from €3.30 for 2021.

The fourth quarter operating loss of
€724mn was better than analyst
expectations of a €782mn loss, but a
50 per cent decline in sales in China
was “much higher than anticipated”.

Overall, sales in 2022 rose 1 per cent
excluding currency fluctuations while
net profit dropped 70 per cent to
€638mn. Shares in Adidas fell 1.9 per
cent in early trading, before recover-
ingtoclose up 2 per cent.

“The new numbers today are a
slightly better than feared,” wrote Jef-
feries analyst James Grzinic.

Adidas yesterday reiterated last
month’s warning that it might suffer
an annual loss of up to €700mn in
2023, which would be the first in 31
years. Overall sales this year are set to
fall “at a high single-digit rate”.

The group’s decision to cut links
with Kanye West in October will wipe
out €1.2bn in annual revenue and
may lead to €500mn in losses should
the Yeezy brand be unable to sell its
remaining stock of trainers.

Rorsted’s departure came after a
series of profit warnings, the better
performance of Puma and in the wake
of the Kanye West saga.

The company disclosed in its
annual report that Rersted will
receive a severance payment of
€12mn plus €3.6mn in compensation
for not joining a competitor for 18
months, as well as his remaining sal-
ary of about €300,000 for November
and December.

By contrast, his colleagues received
no bonus in 2022, with an overall 29
decline of executive compensation.

Gulden promised to bring the com-
pany “back to be the best sports brand
inthe world once again”.

SeeLex

Fragrance

groups raided
for suspected
cartel activity

PATRICIA NILSSON — FRANKFURT
JAVIER ESPINOZA — BRUSSELS

The world’s four largest fragrance sup-
plierswere raided yesterday as partof a
co-ordinated move by regulators to
investigate overcharging and other
anti-competitive practices in the
industry.

Swiss companies Firmenich and Givau-
dan, Germany'’s Symrise and US group
International Flavors & Fragrances —
which together control roughly 60 per
cent of the market — are all under inves-
tigation for suspected collusion by anti-
trust authorities in Switzerland, the UK,
the USand EU.

“There are suspicions that [the com-
panies] have co-ordinated their pricing
policy, prohibited their competitors
from supplying certain customers and
limited the production of certain fra-
grances,” Swiss competition regulator
Comcosaid.

It added that the companies were pre-
sumed not guilty while the investigation
was under way.

The chemicals produced by the indus-
try go into products from perfumes to
toothpaste and detergents. In 2020, the
sector was worth €39bn globally,
according to the most recent available
data from Euromonitor.

Givaudan, Firmenich and Symrise all
confirmed that they were under investi-
gation, while International Flavors &
Fragrances could not be reached.

Symrise said that it expected authori-
ties to communicate the outcome of the
investigation “in a timely manner”.

The UK Competition and Markets
Authority said that it expected to have
analysed all information gathered by
early 2024.

Heinz-Jiirgen Bertram, Symrise’s
chief executive, said in a media call for
the company’s annual results that it had
“nothing to hide”. The group’s shares
were down by 3 per cent in early trading
before recovering. Givaudan's shares
initially fell more than 4 per cent, while
IFF was down nearly 3 per cent after the
market opened.

Privately owned Firmenich last year
announced a €41bn plan to merge with
the Dutch ingredients and bioscience
group DSM, which was approved by
DSM shareholdersin January.

Under EU rules, penalties for compa-
nies involved in illegal cartel activity
include fines of up to 10 per cent of glo-
bal turnover.

Additional reporting by Kate Beioley

The harvesting of personal data rises up EU's antitrust agenda

FINANCIAL SERVICES DIVISION

IN THE GRAND COURT OF THE CAYMAN ISLANDS

CAUSE NO: FSD 42 OF 2023 (DDJ)

INSIDE BUSINESS

Javier
Espinoza

t's the data, stupid. On antitrust
issues, EU regulators have tradi-
tionally focused their scrutiny on
large industrial deals — from the
failed attempt by Siemens to buy
Alstom to the frustrated purchase of
Honeywell by General Electric.

But these days, officials in Brussels
have taken a keen interest in arguably
more niche transactions involving data.

Most recently, Amazon’s proposed
$1.7bn purchase of Roomba-maker iRo-
bot has caught their eye. Their main
concern? Whether the deal will give the
ecommerce giant an unfair competitive
advantage overrivals.

Antitrust investigators are asking the
usual questions about market domi-
nance but they are also zoominginon a
relatively new area of interest: is the
data the robotic vacuum cleaner gathers
as it moves through your home of such
significance it will skew competition?

As part of their questioning, they have
even expressed privacy concerns — usu-
ally a remit left outside the investiga-
tions of mergers — as they seek to
understand if the acquisition will
undermine consumers by invading
their personal lives. This is something
that privacy campaigners have long
pushed for.

The iRobot deal got consumer groups
worried, too. An anti-monopoly coali-
tion, which includes the Open Markets

Institute, has called for the transaction
to be blocked.

“Amazon already monitors our door-
steps and listens in on our dinner con-
versations, and the proposed merger
will put Amazon inside our living
rooms,” the coalition said last month.

“It will deepen Amazon'’s retail and
consumer data moats, bolster its vast
ecosystem and market dominance, and
cause harm to consumers and competi-
tion in ways that cannot necessarily be
fully conceived of today.”

Similar deals involving data have
drawn scrutiny in recent years. Brussels
launched an in-depth review of Google's
purchase of wearables company Fitbit
in 2020 over concerns that the search
giant may use the health data generated
by the company’s tens of millions of
users to target consumers with ads and
undermine rivals.

The EU eventu- - A gjgnificant part of

ally extracted con-

cessions from the power of the tech
Google, includinga  gjants comes from the

promise not to use

the Fitbit's datato d€pth and breadth of the
targetadvertsfora  information they hold

decade. Regulators

cleared Google’s acquisition of Fitbit
despite concerns such deals would ena-
ble tech giants to buy up potential con-
tenders and entrench their dominance.

Other tech giants have won approval
for deals over the years too. But there is
a feeling among regulators in Europe
and the US that more action is needed
ondata concerns. “We were asleep at the
wheel,” says one regulator, who laments
years of underenforcement.

Alec Burnside, a Brussels-based part-
ner at law firm Dechert, says a signifi-
cant part of the power of the large tech
giants comes from the depth and
breadth of the information they hold.

“The significance of holding large

data sets has become established in
antitrust thinking in the past few years,
ina way which was never thought previ-
ously,” he says.

Burnside says the world of antitrust
has been “swept by the realisation of the
importance of data”, Cases involving
large troves of data become even more
interesting to regulators when a big tech
company such as Amazon is involved.

“The commission has failed to prop-
erly catch Amazon,” says a longtime
Brussels veteran, pointing at either wins
or partial wins by Amazon on tax and
antitrust investigations in recent
months. “Brussels is keen to get their
hands on a consumer case.”

Critics of an aggressive approach from
regulators, which unsurprisingly
includes big tech titans themselves, fear
a clampdown on digital mergers will
damage innovation and job creation.

Others think investors and compa-
nies should not dramatise the risks
posed by this novel scrutiny. Nicholas
Petit, a professor at the European Uni-
versity Institute in Florence, points to
data-rich mergers being cleared as evi-
dence that regulators are yet to be “con-
vinced that data can be a source of enor-
mous competitive advantage to the ben-
efitof bigtech”

However, Petit says that while the
nuclear option of terminating a deal out
of privacy concerns has not material-
ised, regulators are looking at these
issues because there’s a lot of pressure
onthemtodoso.

And as the “internet of things” devel-
ops and we see more objects collecting
data— from wearables to vacuum clean-
ers — the potential for anti-competitive
mergers rises. So tech companies should
be prepared: antitrust investigators will
continue to look under the hood at data.

Jjavier.espinoza@ft.com

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPANIES ACT (2023 REVISION)
AND IN THE MATTER OF AMOUDI AVIATION LIMITED

TAKE NOTICE that a petition for an order that Amoudi Aviation Limited whose registered office is
situated at Maples Corporate Services Limited, P.O. Box 309, Ugland House, South Church Street,
George Town, Grand Cayman, KY1-1104, Cayman Islands (the “Company”) be put into liquidation
and wound up in accordance with the provisions of the Companies Act has been presented to the
Grand Court of the Cayman |slands,

The petition was presented by Deutsche Bank Lu bourg S.A. of 2, Boulevard Konrad Adenauer,
L=1115 Luxembourg (FAO: Anika Pfingst), Coples of the petition and supporting affidavits may be
obtained free of charge from the petitioner's attorneys Walkers, Attorneys at Law, 190 Elgin Avenue,
George Town, Grand Cayman, KY1-8001 [Email info@walkersglobal.com; Phone: +1 345 948 0100;
Ref: PKILM/L13128] ,

The Petition seeks an order that Sandipan Bhowmik and Margot Macinnis both of Grant Thormton
Specialist Services (Cayman) Limited, 2nd floor Century Yard, Cricket Square, Grand Cayman, KY 1~
1102, Cayman Islands be appointed as joint official liquidators of the Company.

AND FURTHER TAKE NOTICE that the hearing of the petition will take place on 21 March 2023
at the Law Courts, George Town, Grand Cayman at 10,00 am, Any creditor or shareholder of the
Company may be heard on the questions whether or not a winding up order should be made and,
if @ winding up order is made, who should be appointed as official liqui (s) of the Company,
provided that such party has given at least 3 days' notice to the petitioners attorney. Any creditor
or shareholder who opposes the appointment of Sandipan Bhowmik and Margot Macinnis must
nominate an alternative qualified insolvency practitioner(s) who consents to act and has sworn an
affidavit complying with the requi of the Companies Winding Up Rules, Order 3, rule 4.
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Reprodugie TV Camarns

DEPUTADOS PEDEM CASSACAO DE NIKOLAS FERREIRA

Parlamentares do PSB, PSOL, PDT e PC do B enviaram representacio ao Comité de Etica da
Camara contra o colega do PL de Minas Gerais por discurso, no plendrio da Casa, em que ele pos
uma peruca, afirmou se chamar Nicole e ironizou a existéncia de mulheres transexuais Politica A10

especia
aprove|

Fora da
rotina

De Fernandode Norenhaa
Espanha, de Orlandoa Du-
bai, destinos diversos se
tornam opgao para os feri-
ados prolongados de zoz3.
Veja dicas para economi-
Zarna proxima viagem. p1

al para
itar os feriados

i B7
Mulheres vitimas de
violéncia tém mais
risco de desenvolver
transtornos mentais

ilustrada C1

Pega com Gianecchini
e Bruno Fagundes
que retrata crise da
Aids estreia em SP

EDITORIAIS A2

Ditador companheiro
Acercade reagao do gover
no i tirania na Nicarigua.
0 ndé dos transplantes

Sobre gueda do mimero
de procedimentos no pais.

ATMOSFERA

530 Paulo hoje

VLT de R$ 1 bi em
MT é desmontado
sem inauguracio

Cotidiano B3

Chuva em SP causa
1 morte, enchentes
e desabamentos

Cotidiano B2

R$ 6,00

Governo deve ampliar
prazo de adaptacao ao
marco do saneamento

Regra impede financiamento com recursos da Unido caso
empresas municipais nao se regionalizem até o fim do més

O governo deve flexibilizar o
Prazo para empresas muni-
CiINliS L{&‘ saneamento cum-
prirem regras do novo mar-
co dosetor. Com amudanca,
prevista para oCorrer ate o
fim do més, elas terdo mais
empo para promoveremn a
chamada regionalizacio —
guando passam a participar
2 uma estruiura que aten-
de a mais de uma cidade.

Pela regra atual, as com-
panhias ficam impedidas
de contratar financiamen-
tos federais apds 31 de mar
gocasondoseregionalizem.

Para especialistas, o pro-
cesso possibilita operaches
maiores e, assim, reducio
de custos, Também permi-
te que cidades cujalicitacao
N&ao seria atraente se unam
a outras mais rentdveis.

Bolsonaro falou com ex-chefe
da Receita para liberar joias

Jair Bolsonaro (PL) e 0 en-
tao secretdrio da Receita Ju-
lio Cesar Vieira Gomes con-
versaram por telefone em
dezembro sobre a libera-
caodas joias sauditas apre-
endidas em Guarulhos (SP).
Esse & o primeiro indicati-
vo de participacio direta
do ex-presidente na tenta-
tiva de reaver os presentes.

Ruy Castro

Pessoas com conhecimen-
to doepisddio confirmaram
a ligagio, o que contraria
versioanterior de Bolsona-
ro de que nio sabia das joi-
as, mas ha divergéncias so-
bre de quem i o conta-
10, O ex-mandatirio admitiu
ontem que incorporou um
dos pacotes de presentes a
seuacervo privado. Politicaas

Caso da muamba é recheado de estrelas
—nas fardas de seus protagonistas

Drpiniio AZ

Markena Bargame, Fothapress

MULHERES VIVEM NAS RUAS COM FACA SOB COLCHAO E MEDO EM SAO PAULO

Selma Cristina Saraiva, 51, mostra tapetes e panos de croché que vende na zona sul da capital paulista, onde mora;
marginalizadas, sem-teto contam sobre receios e sonhos e como fazem para comer e se limpar habitando a rua cotidiana B

Aalteragdo negociadaune
as empresas do ramo, e a
ideia agrada a integrantes
do Executivo. A expectativa
€ que o periodo de adapta-
cao sejaestendido até 2026,

O marco do saneamento fi-
¥0u 2033 como meta de uni-
versalizagdo —ou seja, for
necer agua a 99% da popu-
lagio e coleta e tratamento
de esgoto 2 9o%. Mercadoals

Moraes manda
soltar 149
presas por
ataques do 8/1

O ministro Alexandre de
Moraes mandou soltar 149
mulheres que haviam si-
do presas pelos atagues
golpistas em Brasiliaem 8
de janeiro. O STF afirmou
que analisou todos os pe-
didos de liberdade provi-
soria de detidas pelos atos,
Para duas especialistas ou-
vidas pela Folha, o faro de
adecisiosertomadano 8
de marg¢o é um ato politi-
co, mas embasado juridi-
camente. Politica A9

Lula quer elevar
multa a empresas
por salario desigual
O governo Lula (PT) apre-
sentou projeto de lei para
punir empresas que pa-
guem salario maior para
homens do que para mu-
lheres exercendo a mesma
fungfio, com multa equiva-
lente a dez vezes o maior
valor pago pelo emprega-
dor. O texto serd analisado
peloCongresso. MercadoAls

ENTREVISTA
Antonia Orellana

Conservadorismo
no Chile dificulta
politicas de género
Ministra chilena da Mu-
lher e Equidade de Géne-
ro no governo de Gabriel
Boric, que completa wm
anonosiabado, afirma que
gestoes anteriores de di-
reita impediram avangos
no acesso ao aborto e di-
reitos das mulheres e su-
catearam a pasta que lida
COM O ASSUNTO, Mundo AlS

Expectativa de antecipar

queda do juro ganha forga
No mercado de juros fu-
turos, que embute proje-
goes dos investidores so-
bre a Selic, atualmente em
13,75% 20 ano, as taxas vém
em trajetdria de queda
desde o fim de fevereiro.
O timismo com novo arca-
bougo fiscal aumenta. ae
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Work crucial for
country, he tells
military deputies

By ZHAO LEI
shaieiiEeh iy, oom.on

President Xi Jinping called Bor
OPETE New Zround for enl i
integrated mational sitategics and
streng@hening sirategic capabilities
as he met with lawmakers from the
Chinese military and armed police
force on Wednesday.

Xi, who is also general secretary
of the Communist Party of Cl
Central Committes
of the Central B
shon, bokl deputies from the l\:u-
ple's Liberation Army and the
Peaples Armed Police Foree that
eonsolidating and enhancing the
integrated natkonal strateges amd
arateglc capabilithes are strategic
ensures planned by the CPC
mithee b better coondi

conrlance W
sitiations and missions,
The depu are attending the
first session of the 14th Na nal
Peoples Congress, the national

vital tobaild-
list nation in all
.|||c1n|.,|'||¢' preat rej
f the C jom,
ving the goals for the PLA by
centenary in 307, and trning
e PLA inti & world-Class foe.
Highlighting the goad of maxinmiz-
ing China's natonal strategic caps-
bilities. he called for efforts in
imtegrating management, planning
and use of sirategic resources in
onder to boost the country's overall
serengih o el with strategic risks,
s.du;u.u-l strutegic interests and

st I);- \w]l um.nml.uml. m.m.uml
and used and t innovation and
creativity must be encouraged to

4 @ aq#

Build up strategic capabilities,

chinadaily.com.cn

Xi says

Presidant X1 Jlinping, who s also ganaral secratary of the Comamundist Party of China Cantral Committes and chairman of the Central Military

Commission addresses on Wednesday a plenary meating of the dalegation of the Pecple’s Li

beration Armmy

Faroe during the first session of the 1ith Natione]l People's Congress in Befjing. L cANG ¢ SMHU

accelerate self-relance in
and technology.

Efforts shoubd be made to inten-
sify strategic capabilities in emeng-
ing fickds to pursue new
advantages national develop-
ment and international competi-
tion, te president said.

The arme industry should opti-
mize fte infrastrociure systems
and growth patterns and enhance
the resilience of its supply chains,
he said, adding that foresight and

SENcE

consideration of sharingare neces-
sary when planning for major
infrastructure,

The establishment of & national
reserve system will be accelerated
to serve national security needs,
il

e reform and
for solutions-

ng
improvement of policymaking
systems.

In addition, he urged the pubdie

Xian to host Asian cultural heritage event

By WANG KATHAD
gk gl chinadaily come.zn

China will host & high-profile
international  conference  mext
ath o pre b OO
g cxiltural heritage sdminis-
trators, conservabors and resench-
ross Asin, the head of the
wtbonal Cultural Heritage Admin-
ration sakd during the ongoing
annual sessions of the countrys
o legislature and top political

DTy A

Jun, director of the adminis-
tration and & member of the
Mational Commities of the C)
Peoph's Political Consultativ
Ferenyee, Sid in an exclusive inter-
view with Chil Daily that the
conference, the Founding Assem-
by of the Alliance for Cubtural Hers-
tage in Asia_ is schedubed to be held
from April 24 0 25 in Xi'an, capital
of Shaanxi provinee.

Tt il adso be the first offline imer-
governmental conference focusing
o cultural bheritage collaboration b
b Tasted by China sinee esurly 2020,

“As the first international mech-
anismm in cultural Teritage iitiat-
el by the Allzanese for
Culmiral Heritage in Asia is a key
step in strengthening cooperation
among Asian countries” said Li,
who ks also vice-minister of culture
i boRIriSm,

“We'ne I"Gll'llllllhl.‘i]II!-I.\NN"LIru._‘Hl'JP
by sty by tun the i

v}

e achided "l'\rll.'luu its framework,
we can nake more coniributions be
Joantly safeguarding the shared heri-
Lage of humsankind.”

HAW -8 FCNL-00H  EE R 1]
N A4 L ESSROR53-9543

In & keynote spessch at the Con-
ference on Diabogue of Asian Civili-
zations in Beijing in May 2015,
Fresident Xi Jinping expressed
China's willingness to work with
vther countries to protect Asian
cultural heritage and better pre-
serve and sustain cavilizations,

Echaoing his
proposal, &
two-day
Iﬂhlk" II'IL'1:l-

far

Diinlogue
Cultural Heri-
tage Conserva-
tiom was held
in Movember

2021, during
Allisnce for Cuhuiral Hess-
imitiaed.

The founding members of the
alliance are China, Armenia. Cam-
badia, the Democratic Peoples
Republic of Korea, Iran, Kyrave-
stan, Pakistan, Syria, the United
Arab Emirates and Ve

i told Chine Diaily tl |lnlil1i:1I.<'-
rial-level cultiral hesitage officials
and experts from aromd B Asian
countries are expected o attensd
the Xi'an conference.

He said that the founding mem-
bers had reached a consensus on
the statutes of the alllance

The Xitn conference will alse

s the election of the allinnees
secretaryv-geneml, alokg with the
issuing of its annual plan and g

dance on how to apply for funds
from the allianee to support cal-
tural heritage conservatkon.

The Chan Say Tevoda temple in

St Ry Provinee, Camixalia, Was
the first China-hosted internatkonsl
Joint restortion program overseas,
where work began in 6698,

In the past decade, thanks to the
Chira-progrsed Belt and Road viti-
ative, which calls for srengthening
e to-pepie exchanges, Chines:
experts have been engged in pro-
tecting amd conserving 11 heritage
siles in six Asian countries,

This work mcliuded restoratson
of the UMESCO Warkl Heritage
Site al Itehan Kala, the inner see-
tiom of the ancient city of Khiva in
Uchekistan, which was completed
in 2005, and the ongoing nestora-
tir
pile

A IwL\.\.|.n‘l.|Aﬂxn.l|n.-r.|Li|JlLL|L'||Jul'
e Framework of the BRI is being
established,” Li said.

China's expe pplying
for UNESCO World Heritage status
also comtributed to the country’s
cultural links with other nations,

For example, China cooperated
with Kazakhstan and Kyrgyrstan
im the sucvessful bid for Worl] Her-
itage status for “Silk Roads: the
Ratites Network of Clangian Tl
shan Corridor” in 200, which las
imspired cooperation on similar
programs with other conntries.

LLisakd that China has also offered
“multipde technical and intellectisl
Suppart” b Similas progrm fo-
inated for Wikl Heritage status,
“gill Rumsels: Fergnna-Syrdarya Cor
rilar”, invalving Tajikistan, Knzakly
stan, Kyrgyzetan and Uzbekistan in
the fields of the management of
hseritage sites, stisdbes of valkes, and
D DAting Stategy.

/NN

Lo care alout, ke part in and help
safeguard the national defense
svstemn 5o that strength can be
gathered and used in consolidat-
ing and enhancing integrated
pal strategics and strategic
prulilities.

There wre 2851 Rations] legiskstors
Froan the armied forces attending e
first session of the With NPC, form-
ing the largest group of lawimakers
at this year's mecting. which opened
In Belfing on Sunday.

and Pecple’s Armed Police

Before addressing the mesting,
Xi listened to thoughts and sug-
gestions shared by six military
deputies whao spoke about topics
such as defense technobogy capa-
bility, major infrastructure con-
struction and national defense
edueation for the pak

The president las taken part in
one of the military delegation's
plenary meetings during each
vear's NPC session to discuss mill-
tary issues.

Happy Women’s Day

A girl lifts her mother's veil and expresses her gratitude at 2 kindes-
garten in Shenyang, Lisoning province, on'Wednesday, International

Wiormnan's Day. A rangs of activities

were held in China and world-

wide tomark the day, which celebrates the achisserments of wormen

and pushes for progress of warnen'

Sea related story, page 10

s righits: XU HUAYAMG # FOR CHIMA DUIL'Y

RME ¥2

Reform set

to help nation
guard against
financial risks

China's plan w |\.-u|;:anL.IL- its wop

vention by removing a regulatory
vacnumand bolstering supervsion
woordination, experts sald on
Wednesday.

The plan. if approved, would give
nificant I:uu.-! 0 the ability of

the real and protect
investors' s as the coumtry
seeks to deepen financial reform
and opening-up to Smpower a
steady economic rebound and baol-
ster market confldence,

Inside e State Council,

China's Cabinet,

mitbed  th rt'fllr(n
Come e gl to the Natiotal
* SN IR, Peoplel ST
page 3 the top legislature,

on Toesday. It pro-
posed setiing up a Dew mational
financial regulatory administration,
which would replace the China
Banking and Insurance Begulatory
Commission.
Apart from

ing over the com-

and
institutions, the new
tiom would alss super
holling  companies

and  other
fnancisl conghimerates, which is
now a duty of the People's Bank of
China, the country’s central bank,
the plan said.

The propesed administration —
Punetioning directly under the State

Couneil — would ultimately overses
all financial Secboes except the seci-
rities industry, which will continue
o e pesgualiatesd] by thve China Securi-
tles Regulbatory Commission.

The reform. if approved, woukd
el the framework — consisting of
the central bank as well as the
CRIRC amd the CSRC that hins
owerseen the country’ financial reg:
Ulaticin sinee 2008,

Instendl, a streambined  reginme
wolltkl be estaldishesl, wherehy the
PBOC would be responsible for
monetary policy and macro-pro-
dential regulation. The new admin-
istration and the CSRC would be in
chamge of financial
supervision and fina
awersight, experts sl

Tian Xuan, a deputy o the Hth
Mational Peoplels Congress amd
associbe dean of ° Univer-
sity’s PHC School of Finance, sakd
thee Tvew system will elp promiote
integrated Onancial regalation. This
willl help avoid a regualatory vacuam
and arbitrage that arise from a seg-
mented regalatory system

“Tt will also be of great help to
promote  sapply-gide  strocral
reform in the finar SEC10r and
boost e capability of the fnamcal
SECI0r 10 serve the red econemy;”
Tham said.

Ser Reftrrat, poge

China sees big increase in entry, exit trips

By YANG ZEKUN
g g chimadaily. come.en

Mearty 40 million entries and exits
o and from the Chinese mainland
were made it the past bwo montls
sinee Chiina dosamgradles] its COVID
10 Mg froem Class A o Class
T ainy T &, as o mumber of countries
are expected to rela their epidemic
restrictions for travelers from China.

The Matiomal Immigraticon Admin-
istration suid on Wednesday that the
numbers of people and vehicles
entering and leaving the mainland
crensed  significamtly  sinee  the
implementation of the optimized
COVID-G pessporise: measianss,

As of Toeesday, immigr il
authoritkes across the country had
handled 3672 million entry and exit
trips, up 1124 Percent year-o0-year,
and the number of inbound and
vaithound vehicles, boats, planes
andd trains totaled neary s i
13 ST ARG E Yenr-On- e
athorities issued
million passports w Chiless ©
zens in the past two months, more
than 13 times the number isswed in
the preceding two-month period
before the oplimized COVID-19
measures ook effect. In addition,

||1|(| Taiwan

Kong, Macao

an

meesmader’

increase of B3 percent, aml
122,000 vicas and residence per-
mits were issued to forelgners, wp
331 percent.

Lin Yongsheng, a spokesman
for the administration uidl that
since th plementation of the
aptimized measures, the entry-ex

en sharply, driven by the Sll‘.ltll
increase in international passen-
#er fights and the resumption of
personnel exchanges between the

md and Hong Kong as well
.

Sev Trowel, poge 3
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Suspect
arrested
in fatal
stabbing
of teen

Student is mourned as
questions arise over
mental state of his
alleged attacker.

By NoaH GOLDBERG,
NaTHAN SoLIS
AND RICHARD WINTON

Something seemed
deeply wrong with David Za-

L

Claudia Montes, his ex-
girlfriend and the mother of
his child, knew So did his
friends, who se her Face-
book messages expressing
their concern.

Zapata had stopped re-
sponding to calls. He
wouldn't answer when Mon-
tes asked him guestions.
Sometimes he thought she'd
sald something when she
hadn't opened her mouth at
all. She said he believed he'd
solved the 2008 Killing of her

acles
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latimes.com

Fhotogrmphs by CHRISTING HOUSE Lor angeies Times

LETICILA GRAHAM, riding a bus to her retail job, faces eviction after falling behind on rent for a Westlake studio during the pandemic.

Desperate fight to stay in her home

brother — whom he’d never
met. And he would speak
about himself in the first
person plural.

“We know what you're do-
ing,” he would say to Montes,
speaking only for himself,
she said.

“For a long time T would
say, "Something is wrong
with David, He doesn’t seem
right,” " Montes said,

Paolice say that disturbing
‘behavior culminated Friday,
when a IT-year-old honors
student was stabbed to
death outside a King Torta
on Valley Boulevard in El
Sereno while waiting for his
farmily to pick him up after
school. Hours later, a 33-
year-old man was stabbed
repeatedly on the same
street. authorities said.

Surveillance video shows
the moments just before the
fatal stabbing of Xavier
Chavarin, when an assailant
brandishing a long blade
walked up behind the teen.
Montes said the man in the

[See Stabbing, AS]

In her small studio apartment in
Westlake, Leticia Graham stared at
her tablet as the courtroom on her
screen filled with people like her:
renters facing eviction. With
mounting panic, she realized she
was supposed to have been there in
person.

She had little saved for a new
apartment and knew losing her
case would leave her homeless,

But like & majority of renters in
eviction court, she did not have a
larwyer, and the judge was explain-
ing that she had made crucial mis-
takes as the clock ticked onhertrial,
which was scheduled for that day. It
was her only shot at staying longer
in her home.

Contrary to what she believed,
the judge said. a county eviction
moratorivum did not prevent her
from being evicted. That was a mis-
take being repeated by renter after
renter in the county's eviction
eourts. And since Graham did not
have a car and was appearing re-
motely, she would not beable to pre-
sent evidence, other than her word,
towinher case.

“Ms. Graham,” the judge said to
Graham's image on the screen,

With eviction filings at pre-COVID
levels, L.A. tenant begs for more time

By Paloma Esquivel

GRAHAM, with one of her two cats, thought a county
moratorium would save her from being kicked out of h

tion
e studio.

“you're in a serious spot right mow.
You need to catch the bus, you need
to runout there ... you need to get to
the Stanley Mosk Courthouse.™

“I close at noon. You need to be
here well before then,” the judge
added.

Graham put on her running
shoes, stuffed a thick stack of re-
ceipts and bank records into her
backpack and rantothe bus stopon
the corner, Arviving just as the doors
to the No. 16 bus to downtown were
closing.

She hadn't prepared much of a
case. She owed thousands in rent
that was not covered by the Umited
COVID-19 pandemic relief she had
managed to secure. But she was
desperate for more time — time to
work more hours at her retall job, to
save enough for an inevitably higher
monthly rent, to get back on solid
ground after the pandemic left her
Jjobless and in a spiral of depression.

“I'm not going to fold.” she told
herself as the bus made its way
toward downtown.

Evictlon cases In Los Angeles
County never fully stopped in the
pandemic, but they slowed Lo a few

[See Eviction, A8]

No pigment of your
imagination: Earthy
car colors are cool

By DANIEL MILLER

Flat. Muddy. Neutral Desaturated.

Even wet putty.

There are many descriptions for a new style of car
paint that has become popular in recent years, but none
quite caplures the essence of the know-it-when-yvou-see-
it look.

The hues are muted earth tones — grays, tans, browns
and others — that lack the light-reflecting metallic flake
that is typically mixed in with car paint. And it's a look
that's gone — over the course of a decade — from rare to
nearubiquity in car-obsessed Los Angeles. Companies in-
cluding Porsche, Jeep, Nissan and Hyundail now offerthis
sort of paint.

Automakers say these earthy shades convey a sense of
adventure — stealthiness even. To some design experts,
the colors represent harmony with nature, To other ob-
servers, they have a quasi-military feel, reflecting the
craze for all things tactical. And car critics see in them the
expression of drivers’ contradictory desires — to stand
out while also conforming.

“I think the color is calming; I think this color is very
soothing,” sald Tara Subkoff, an artist and actress with
credits including “The Last Days of Disco” who drives a
Porsche Panamera painted a subdued gray called Chalk.
“When there is S0 much traflic, and it isliterally increasing
in the last few months [See Car colors, All]

line on Tuesday.

BRIAN VAN DER BRUG L
OLUNTEER DAVE MACK digs postholes as he checks on residents i

Some stranded residents have suffered from lack of medical care.,

12 have died in mountain
towns SINCE SNOWStOrms

San Bernardino residents fear toll will rise sharply

By GracE TOOHEY

Suit eould disrupt abortion acecess

Ruling on drug’s legality would have the biggest
effect in states such as California. PERSPECTIVES, AS

Three LAPD
officers are shot
A suspect with a lengthy
eriminal record is dead
after a confrontation in
Lincoln Heights.
CALIFORNIA, B1

Weather
Sun and some clouds.
L.A. Basin: 67/52. e

Preterm birth
drug to be pulled

Four years after a study
found Makena does not

work, its maker says it"11
halt. sales. BUSTNESS, A10

SR

Michelle Hake's sister
had been snowed in for days.
alone in her Big Bear home.
Her family said it wasn't
clear just how urgent her
medical needs had become
during last month's record-
setting snowstorms and the
treacherous days that fol-
Towed.

She "needed medical at-
tention in the midst of the
storm, and we could not get
that to her,” Hake said. Her
family called for an emer-
gency wellness check Mon-
day.

"We were too late,” she

said.

Deputies with the San
Bernardino County Sheriff's
Department found Hake's
sister dead just after 9 a.m..
agency spokesperson Mara
Rodriguez said. A cause of
death has not been deter-
mined, but Rodriguez sald
there were igns  of
trauma or suspicious ecir-
cumstances.

ake, who regquested
that her adult sister not be
identified, declined to ex-
pound on her sister's medi-
cal history or what might
have led to her death. But
she said she had no doubt
that her sister would hawve
gotten the care she needed

had the storms not trapped
herinside.

“We were trying to get
someone to go check on her,”
Hake said. “There waslitera-
¥ no access to get to her; she
lives alone. And for so many
that are [stuck] In thelr
homes, that is thelr story.™

Rodriguez said at least
two other people in San Ber-
nardino’s mountain  com-
munities had been found
dead through official welfare
checks since Feb. 23, when
the historic snowstorms
started. Onewas found dead
in Big Bear and the other in
valley of Enchantment, a
neighborhood in Crestline.

[See Mountains, A6]

Feds find
biased
policing in
| .ouisville
Probe promgred by
Breonna Taylor's

killing says officers
racially discriminate.

By D¥YLAN LOoVaN

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — The
U.S. Justice Department
found Louisville police have
engaged in a pattern of vio-
lating constitutional rights
and discrimination against
the Black communily after
an investigation prompted
by the fatal police shooting
of Breonna Taylor.

Atty, Gen. Merrick Gar-
land made the announce-
ment Wednesday. A Justice
Department report found
thee Louisville/Jefferson
County Metro Government
and Loulsville Metro Police
Department “engage in a
pattern or practice of con-
duct that deprives people of
their rights under the Con-
stitution and federal law.”

The report said the Po-
lice Department “discrimi-
nates against Black people
in its enforcement activ-
ities,” uses excessive force
and conducts searches
based on invalid warrants. Tt
also said the department
wviolates the rights of people
engaged in protected
speech. such as during the
street protests after Taylor's
death. Garland =said some
officers have assaulted peo-
ple with disabilities and

[See Louiswville, AD]




Un toque de atencion para
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problemas argentinos
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lo VME El PSGsequedoafueray
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+ Champions: 2-0enlarevancha. s

Diadela Mujer " '
Marchas divididas "i,_

Parareclamar par i

de Mayg

Tema del dia » La crisis de seguridad

Narcos en Rosario: fiscales
advierten sobre complicidad
de presos con guardiacarceles

La Procunar, queretine a los fiscaleses-
pecializadosen la lucha contra el narco-
trafico, amplié un informe que habia si-
do presentado en 2021 y agregd nuevas
denuncias sobre la complicidad de
guardiacarceles con jefes delasbandas
narco que estan presos. Los fiscales re-

clamaron al Gobierno que el Servicio
Penitenciario haga inteligencia crimi-
nalyquevigile las comunicacionesen
lascarceles federales para evitar que los
presos sigan manejandoel trafico de
drogasen lascalles y otros delitos. Aver
llegaron mds gendarmes a Rosario. p2

Del Editor

Héctor Gambini

Eselnarcotrafico,
Anibal.e:

CAPTURA
i

Asalto comando en el aeropuerto de Santiago: 2 muertos

Con un despliegue cinematografico, una banda intentd robar US$ 32 millones que llegaron desde Miami. Hubo un feroz tiro-
teoy murieron uno de los delincuentes y un oficial de seguridad. Chile vive el peor picode inseguridad en 22 afios. 24

DECISION DE LA CAMARA

Ordenan que
vayaajuicio
oralla causa
por el atentado
contra Cristina

Lavicepresidenta queria que la
jueza Capuchetti siguiera investi-
gando sus denuncias sobre el invo-
lucramiento de politicos oposito-
resen la planificacion del ataque.
La Camara Federal dijo que la in-
vestigacion debe cerrarse para en-
viarajuicioalos autores. p.s

ObrapublicaK

Se difunden los funda-
mentos de la condena.

GOLPE A LAS EXPORTACIONES

Por la gripe aviar
yamurieron

mas de 200 mil
gallinas en el pais

Los contagios ocurrieron en una
granja en Rio Negro y otra en Mar
del Plata. Lasventas al exterior,
que suman LS5 400 millones, es-
tan paralizadas por los propios
productores en prevencién porel
clerre de mercados. p.z1

CRISIS EN LA EDUCACION

Sélo4 decadal0
alumnos terminan la
primariaatiempoy
ennivel aceptable

Un estudio combind datos de la matri-
cula con el rendimiento en Matemati-
cay Lenguade la camada de estudian-
tes que arrancd primer grado en 2016.
Eltrabajo establecid que mas de la mi-
tad de esos chicos, un 57%, pasa ala se-
cundariacon mas edad de la corres-

pondiente, o con deficiencias basicas
enesasdosmaterias fundamentales
paracursar con éxito la escuela media.
Hay mucha diferencia entre provin-
cias: Ciudad esta entre las mejores,
juntoa Cérdoba. Y Chacoy Catamarca,
enlaotra punta. pso

SIGUEN LAS ALTAS TEMPERATURAS

Crecen 15%las
consultas médicas
en Ciudad por
laolade calor

Los pacientes suelen ser adultos
mayoresy chicosde hasta 5 afios.
Mareos, nauseas, fatiga, debilidad
y vision borrosa son algunos de los
sintomas que presentan. Y baja
presion y deshidratacion, los cua-
dros mas comunes. paz
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What’s
News
Business 25 Finance
-

ilvergate Capital, one of

the crypto markets top
banks, said it would wind
dowmn and return all depos-
its following a run that
forced it to sell off assets at
a steep loss to cover billions
of dollars in withdrawals. A1

+ The boom in oil ourput
that over the past decade
made the U.S. the world's
largest producer is waning,
suggesting the era of shale
growth is nearing its peak. AL
+ Powell said that the Fed
was keeping its options open
about how much to raise rates
this month, after investors in-
terpreted his comments Tues-
day to suggest a larger half-
point rate rise was likely. AZ
+ Janice Eberly is the
candidate for the No. 2 job at
the Fed, according to people
familiar with the matter, A2
# The S&P 500 and Nasdag
closed Wednesday's ses-
sion wirh gains of 0.1% and
0.4%, respectively, while
the Dow slipped 0.2%. B11
+ JPMorgan sued former
executive Jes Staley over his
ties to Jeffrey Epstein, iden-
tifyving Staley as the “pow-
erful financial executive” ac-
cused of sexual assault in a
lawsuit against the bank. B1

+ GM is dealing with a
slower-than-expected rollout
of two high-profile electric
wvehicles, increasing pressure
on CEOQ Barra after the auto
maker lost EV market
share to rivals last year. Bl
# EY has paused its plan to
spin off its consulting arm
anmid from ULS. part-
ners to rethink how the tax
practice will be divided when
the firm is split, people famil-
lar with the matter said. B3

Waorld - Wide
e e

# Biden's budget blueprint
will lay out plans to save

hundreds of billions of dol-
lars by seeking to lower drug
prices, raising some business
taxes, cracking down on

fraud and cutting spending
e sees as waste acoording
to White House officials. A%

# U.S. officials are investi-
gating the possibility that a
pro-Ukrainian group was re-
sponsible for last year's attack
on the Nord Stream natural-
gas pipeline in the Baltic Sea.
a senior U.S. official said. AT
+ Russia’s Wagner para-
military organization pro-
claimed control of the
eastern district of the em-
battled city of Bakhmut. AT

# Thousands of

ashed with police in the
Republic of Georgia as dis-
content erupted over draft
legislation labeling groups
receiving funding from
abroad as foreign agents. A

# China's refusal to cooper-
ate on investigations into the
origins of the Covid-19 pan-
demic has hinderod the USs
ability to determine how the
wvirus emerged, a senjor LS.
intellizence official said. AS

# The U.S. w'i]l speed up

g
first few subs to be built in
the ULS, according to people
familiar with the plan. A18
* The Senate voted to hiock
the District of Columbia’s re-
cently revised criminal code,
the measure to Bi-

maore than three decades. Al
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From Madrid to Manila, Marchers Call for Gender Equity

BIG TI.II'-INOUT Dem:mslralbons were held in Madrid, above, and other cities fer Internall:mal Women's Day, calling for a range

from

ional rights in Pakistan to economic parity in Manila. For photos from arcund the world, see A10.

Women Rejoin the Workforce,
Adding Strength to Economy

By Saran CoanNey Cannon
AND LaureN WERER

American women are stag-
ing a return to the workforce
that is helping propel the
economy in the face of high
inflation amnd rising interest
rates.

Women have gained more
jobs than men for four
straight months, including in
January's hiring surge, push-
ing them to hold more than
49.8% of all nonfarm jobs. Fe-
male workers last edged
higher than men on U.S. pay-
rolls in late 2019, before the

pandemiec sent nearly 12 mil-
lion women out of jobs, com-
pared with 10 million men.
The onset of Covid-19 and
social-distancing measures in
early 2020 struck female-dom-
inated jobs in services that re-
quire close personal contact,
such as housekeepers, nurses
and daycare instructors, Many
mothers in white-collar jobs
also left the workforce to care
for their children after schools
moved to remote instruction.
Ewven as job opportunities
grew a vear later. nearly 1.5
million fewer mothers were
actively in the labor force in

March 2021 than in February
2020 amid child-care disrup-
tions and health concerns.
Some BCOMNOMIists feared
women would face challenges
re-entering the longer they
were out of work.

Those worries are abating.
Women are rejoining the labor
force and filling service-sector
jobs, as they shake off the ef-
fects of pandemic disruptions
and the sector goes on a hir-
ing spree. Virtual schooling,
daycare closures and fear of
Cowid-19 are subsiding. Other
factors, such as the lure of
higher pay, adoption of remote

work and financial pressures,
are spurring more women to
seck jobs.

The return of women to the
workforce is powering the
economy’s underlyving source
of strength, the services sec-
tor, as fast-rising interest
rates and elevated inflation
have triggered recession
Many women are reaping
wage gains as employers oom-
pete for a limited pool of
workers, which is helping sup-
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+ Job openings declined, layoffs
increased in JANuary ... A2

Crypto
Bank
Silvergate
To Close,
Liquidate
sector toreturn

deposits after a run
fueled by FTX collapse

By RachEL Louise Ension

The crypto meltdown has
claimed its first big casualty in
the mainstream financial sys-
tem: Silvergate Capital Corp.

The California lender, one
of the crypto market’s top
banks, said it would wind
down and return all deposits
following a run that forced it
to sell off assets at a steep
loss to cowver billions of dollars
in withdrawals. Silvergate “is
alse considering how best to
resolve claims and preserve
the residual value of its as-
sers,” the bank said in a news
release Wednesday.

Silverzate catered to com-
panies in the crypto business.
It helped institutional inves-
tors move dollars in and out of
crypto-trading platforms
through its Silvergate Ex-
change Netweork, which it
stopped operating last weelk.

The bank’s decline tracked
the unraveling of the broader
crypto industry, which took a
turn for the worse following
the FTX collapse late last year.
FTX and other companies con-
trolled by the crypto ex-
change's founder, Sam Bank-
man-Fried, accounted for
about $1 billion of the bank™s
deposits. Their Movember col-
lapse rattled the crypto mar-
ket and sent Silvergate's stock
down sharply.

The bank™s implosion makes
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Splash
Of Color
Marks
Holiday

Millions in India
celebrated the Holi
festival on
Wednesday, in
which revelers
cover each other in
different colors. The
Hindu holiday also
marks the
beginning of the
spring season.

Lavish Office Perks Disappear
With Corporate Belt-Tightening

By AnwE Manre CHAKER

The ping-pong tables have
rurned.

Companies are cutting back
on prized employee perks
from fancy coffee to free cab
rides as they vow to trim costs
and prioritize efficiency. These
exiras, above and beyond tra-
ditional healthcare and retire-
ment plans, were meant to
make workers want to join
companies and stay there.

They have grown to be seen by
some as a form of compensa-
tion, so the cuts can sting.

The cuts sometimes run
alongside layoffs. Before Face-
book parent Meta Platforms
Inc. laid off 11,000 workers, it
ended free laundry and dry
cleaning services for employ-
ees, Twilio Inc., which has had
two rounds of job cuts in five
months, slashed its employee
allowances for spending on
wellness and books. Sales-

force, which is cutting 10% of
global staff, is also dialing
back a bewy of coveted bene-
fits. Specialty-coffee baristas
at the company's San Fran-
cisco tower were shown the
door. The company cut ties
with Trailblazer Ranch, a 75-
acre wellness retreat that
mixed skills training with yoga
and hiking. Also gone: the ex-
tra paid day off every month
Salesforce gave employees for
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Videos of City Hall Pranks Lift
A Tiny Town to Celebrity Status

™

The mayor of Oneonta, Ala., draws
attention and visitors with TikTok clips

By STu Woo

ONEONTA, Ala.—To some
Washington lawmakers, Tik-
Tok poses a national security
threat. Omeonta Mayor Richard
Phillips credits the app for
putting his town on the map.

Mayor Phillips went wiral
with a series of TikTok videos
suitably named “Mayor She-
nanigans.” In one of his first

wvideos, in 2021, he stops hy
the office of Police Chief
Charles Clifton and asks, “Do
we have a tank that I can
drive?” The chief’s eyves bulge

5 “Like with a can-

kTok usm—s ook a liking
to the mawor's farcical re-
quests and the earnest, un-
guarded responses of his staff.
Please turn to page A2

U.5. NEWS
DO cites pattern of
police abuse in
Louisville in probe
after Taylor killing. A3

Shale Boom Wanes
As Gushers Dry Up

By Coruin EaTon
AnD BEnoiT MORENNVE

HOUSTON—The boom in oil
cutput that over the past de-
cade made the U.S. the world's
largest producer is waning,
suggesting the era of shale
growth is nearing its peak.

Frackers are hitting fewer
big gushers in the Permian Ba-
sin, the 1.S.'s busiest oil patch,
the latest sign they have
drained their catalog of good
wells, Shale companies® big-
gest and best wells are pro-
ducing less oil, according to
data reviewed by The Wall
Street Journal.

The Journal reported last
vear that companies would ex-
haust their best LS. inventory
in a handful of years if they
resumed the breakneck drilling

pace of prepandemic times,

Mow, recent results out of
the Permian, spread across
West Texas and NMew Mexico,
are mimicking the onset of a
production plateau that has
taken place at other, more ma-
ture U.5. shale plays.

At a major industry confer-
ence here this week., execu-
tives cited the stagnation in
shale, saying it signaled a re-
turn to more dependence on
foreign energy sources and
more challenging times ahead
for major LS. companies, after
most of them posted record
earnings last year.

“The world is going back to
a world that we had in the "70s
and the ‘80s," said ConocoPhil-
lips Chief Executive Ryan
Lance, during a panel at the
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Stakes in Firms Give
Beijing New Control

‘Golden share’ holdings help Chinese state
make sure companies hew to party agenda

By LincrLinc Wel

In its uneasy dance with
China's private sector, the
Communist Party is moving
away from a public battle
with some of the country's
biggest companies. Instead,
it is inching toward a guicter
form of control.

At the center of the effort
is a push by various levels of
povernment to take stakes in
the private companies that
have long driven Chinese in-
novation and job creation.

The government stakes
are sometimes very small,
like the 1% holding that a
fund of Beijing’s cyberspace
watchdog recently took in
the digital-media unit of e-
commeree giant Alibaba

Group Holding Ltd. But they
tend to give the government
board seats, voting power
and sway over business deci-
sions. Colloguially, they are
known as golden shares.

For the companies, there
is little cholee: Selling such a
stake to a government entity
that seeks one is crucial for
staying in business. For the
state, the stakes mean more
direct involvement in some
of China‘s most high-profile
companies—digital corner-
stones of Chinese life and, in
wme cases, darlings of
al investors.
‘'he government originally
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# Borrowing burdens Chinese
cities._______ . &9
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DO)J finds
abuses by
Louisville
police

Excessive force was used
in years leading up to

2020 killing of Tavlor

BY DMAVID NAKAMURA
anp Mars BERMAN

The: Louis Metro Police De-
partment engaged in systemic
civil rights abuses and excessive-
foroe miscondwet in the years
leading up tx the 2020 police
killing of Breonna Taylor, accord-
ing to the findings of a federal
investigation released Wednes-
day that iz likely to require the
department to underge sweeping
changes.

The Justice Departments
probe found that officers cal d
out unlawful and unconstitution-
al policing, including conducting
searches that were based on in-
wvalid warrants, executing search
warrants without knocking and
announcing their presence, mak-
ing unlawful stops, and targeting
those who spoke out against abu-
sive policing during mass pro-
tests or even day-to-day interac-
tons,

The Louisville police depart-
ment has for years “practiced an
agpressive style of policing that it
deploys  selectively,  especially
against Black people, but also
against vulnerable peaple

SEE LOUISVILLE OX A

Takeaways: Seven findings from
the blistering federal report. AG

Memphis: After Michols's death, o
probe into police's use of force. AT

GOP staffer
reveals he
is Schlapp
accuser

Judge savs he must use
real name in misconduct

suit against CPAC head

By BETH REI
aND [5aac AR>

AR
SDORF

The man who has accused Matt
Schlapp, the influential leader of
the Conservative Political Action
Conference, of sexual misconduct
came forward publicly Wednes-
diay after a judge suid he must wse
hi= real name to proceed with a
lanwsuit

Carlton Huffman, 39, a long-
time aide to Republican cam-
paigns who Hves in Raleigh, M.C.
said he plans to amend the
ously anomymous lawsnit, wi
seeks £0.4 milllon in damages for
alleged sexual battery and defa-
mation.

“I'm not backing away” Huff-
man said in an interview with
The Washington Post. “I'm not
gning to drop this. Matt Schlapp
died what he did and he needs to
be held accountable™

SEE LAWSUIT ON AT
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Democracy Dies in Darkness

THURSDAY,

Arming Ukraine stresses U.S. [acililies

The war has exposed an inability to rapidly produce many weapons also needed for defense

BY Missy Bvan
1N SCRANTON, PA.

sharp  hissing  sound
fills the factory as red-
hot artillery shells are
plunged inte  seald-

ing oil.

Richard Hansen, a Navy vet-
eran who oversees this govern-
ment-owned munitions facili-
v, explaine how the 1,500-
degres liquid locks in place
chemical properties that en-
sure when the shells are fired —
perhaps on a battlefield in
Ukraine — they detonate in the
deadly manner intended.

“That’s what we do,” Hansen
said. “We build things o kill
people ™

The Scranton Army Ammu-
nition Plant, one of A network
of facilities involved in prodoe-
ing the TS Army's 155.mm
artillery round, is ground zero

for the Biden administration's
scramble to accelerate the sup-
ply of weapons that Ukraine
meeeds if its military is to prevail
in the war with Russia.

The Pentagon's plan for scal-
ing up production of the shells
owver the next two years marks a
breakthrongh in the effort to
gquench  Ukraines for
weapons. But the conflict has
laid bare deep-seated problems
that the United States must
surmount o effectively manu-
facture the arms reguoired not
just to aid its allies but also for
America’s self-defense should
conflict erupt with Russia, Chi-
ma or another major power,

Despite boasting the world's
largest military budget — more
than $800 billion a yvear — and
its most sophisticated defense
industry, the United States has
long struggled to efficiently

SEE WEAPONS 0N ALS

TOPF: Shells sit inside the Seranton Army Ammunition Plant in
Pennsylvania last month, The factory is part of the seramble to
accelerate the supply of weapons Ukraine needs in the war with
Russia, ABOWVE: A shell inspector uses a small light to look for
Maws inside cylinders that will eventually be made into shells,

Tech flight: Russia tries (o pressure workers inte returning home, A13

Senate votes to block D.C. e¢ri

By JENNA PorRTNOY,
ELLIE SILVERMAN
AND MEAGAN FLVNN

Congress on Wednesday voted
to overturn local DNV, legislation
for the first time in more than
20 years, as some Senate Demo-
erats  joined Republicans  in
blocking a major overhaul of the
ecity's eriminal sentencing laws.

President Biden already has
indicated he will sign the dizap-
proval resplution, which will
keep DUC. from enacting the most
comprehensive revision of its
eriminal oode in acentury.

That remarkable tum of events
i= historic in a city that has
struggled for full autonomy forits
entire existence amd, after mak-
ing headway in persuading Dem-
ocrats writ large to unite in sup-
port of DUC. statehood, s now left
wondering about the future of
that effort.

The measure passed 8114
Among Democrats and indepen-

SEE SENATE ON AS

5 shootings: Viclence in city
ahead of crime bill's rejection. B1
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Dremonstrabors turn out for a Hands OF DuC. march near Union Station, where about 200 people

gathered on Wednesiday
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President Biden is ex-

eed to propose o caused by the war in

rgest in 43 vears. AT
Veterans of the war in
Afphanistan demanded

Bathhouses in Japan
and Korea lost custom-
ers during the pandemic

and are now strnggling
with fuel price spikes

Ukraine. Anx

U.5. officials, prompt-
ed by Ukraine’s use of
COAmTIETC el litess,
are wrestling over what
o dw if & hostile conntry
attacks a private satel-
lite in space. A2

THE CLIMATE
Sustainahle aviation
fuel represents only a
drop in the tank today,
bat airlimes want more
of it and they are asking

travelers to help cover
the enst. 48

A proposed EPA rule
would crack down on
water pollution from
coul-fired power plants,
potentinlly leading sorme
ton shut down. ag

THE ECONOMY

The Senate appears
poised to confirm Dan
iel Werfil as the
IBS commissioner. A16
In drawing a line on
abortion pill access,
Walgreens has left both
siches of the debate un
satisfied, a stark lesson
for the drugstore indus-
try overall. a7
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Future
peril

in covid
recoil

HEALTH OFFICIALS’
POWERS CURTAILED

n in
tools

Laws, lawsuits
outhreak respons

BV LavREx WEBER
AND JOEL ACHENBACH

When the next pandemic
sweeps the United States, health
officials in Ohio won't be able to
shutter businesses or schools,
even if they become epicenters of
outhreaks. Mor will they be em-
powered to force Ohioans who
hawe been exposed togo intoquar-
antine. State officials in North
Dakota are barred from directing
people to wear masks to slow the
spread. Wot even the president
can force federal agencies Lo issue
vaccination or testing mandates
to thwart its march.

Conservative and libertarian
forees have defunged much of the
nations public health syvstem
through legislation and Htigation
as the world staggers into the
fourth year of covid.

At least 30 states, nearly all led
by Republican legislatures, have
passed laws sinee 2020 that limit
public health authority, according
te a Washington Pos alysis of
laws collected by Kaiser Health
Mews and the Associated Press as
well as the Association of State
and Territorial Health Officials
and the Center for Public Health

SELE PANDEMIC ON AZ

Fox News.
Trump in
a feud set
on simmer

BY MICHAEL SCHERER,
Josi IAWSEY
anD Saran ELvisox

Donald Trump got a tip-off on
Saturday that the Fox Mews Chan-
nel would be taking his Conserva-
tive Political Action Conference
speech live, a switch from the
network’s largely indifferent pos-
ture toward the former president
since he helped send it into crisis
after the 2020 election.

Trump decided he could not
pass up the opportunity to send a
message.

“I hope Fox doesn’t tum off, but
we did much better in 2020 than
we did in 2016 he said in an
apparent reference o the false
election claims that were at the
center of many of the network's
comtroversies, including a $1.6 bil-
lion defamation lawsnit against
Fox News that has led 1o a massive
release of internal company docu-
ments.

SEE TRUMP ON Ad
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Rupert Murdoch: Docurments
reveal candid views of Trump. C1
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#CleanTok hacks
Wi tested TikTok's most
viral cleaning advice.
Here's what worked.

STYLE

Two lives derailed
Aftar the train disaster in
rural Ghio, one fled, the
other remained, €1
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