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La coalicion vota enfrentada
la reforma del ‘solo si es si’

La proposicion del PSOE,

La fractura llega al

Dos ministras socialistas

que apoyo el PP, se impone movimiento feminista ante presentan la ley de paridad

al rechazo de Podemos

J. CASQUEIRD / ). MARCOS

P, CHOUZA, Madrid

Los socios del Gobierno, PSOE v
Podemos, votaron ayer enfrenta-
dos la reforma de la ley del solo 57
€5 8,y se cruzaron reproches en
una bronca sesion en el Congreso
que deja graves secuelas en la vis-
pera del Dia Internacional de la

Mujer. La proposiciin del PSOE
para corregir los defectos de la
norma inickd su tramitacion tras
obtener 231 votos (del PP, Cs y al-
gunos aliados, adems de los so-
cialistas), por 56 en contra (Pode-

las manifestaciones de hoy

mos, ERC y Bildu) y 58 abstencio-
nes (entre ellas las de Vox). La bre-
cha en la coalicidn se hizo eviden-
te. Los ministros socialistas deja-
ron solas en ¢ banco azul a Irene
Montero y lone Belarra, mientras

EDITORIAL Por la unidad del feminismo o

sin contar con Igualdad

la vicepresidenta Nadia Calvifio
presentaba, después del Consejo
de Ministros, ¢l antcproyecto de
Ia ley de paridad sin contar con
Igualdad. Las manifestaciones
convocadas hoy reflejan la divi-
sion del feminismo por la excarce-
lacion de agresores sexuales y la
ley truns. Picmas 14 4 16, 24 v 25

Las ministras lone Belarra e lrene Montero, solas en el banco azul del Congreso, ayer durante el debate sobre el solo si es si.  cLawon Avanez

La Fiscalia
denunciara
al Barca por
corrupcion
continuada

Bartomeu, acusado de
administracion desleal
por los pagos a Negreira

JES0S GARCIA, Barcelona
La Fiscalia csta a punto de pre-
sentar ante los juzgados una de-
nuncia contra el FC Barcelona
por los pagos millonarios al exdi-
rigente arbitral José Maria Enri-
quez Negreira, segun confirma-
ron ayer a EL PAIS fuentes judi-
ciales. El club azulgrana sera acu-
sado de corrupcion en los nego-
cios, delito que incluye el fraude
en el ambito deportive, en su mo-
dalidad continuada. La denuncia
apunta tambi¢n al expresidente
culé Josep Maria Bartomeu, por
administracion desleal, y contra
¢l propio Negreira, Phcma 33

Una oleada

de huelgas y
protestas desafia
a Macron por
las pensiones

MARC BASSETS, Paris
Los sindicatos franceses desafia-
ron ayer al presidente Emma-
nuel Macron con una oleada de
huelgas en el metro, bos ferroca-
mriles, las refinerias, laeducacion
v la industria metalirgica, y mas
de 300 manifestaciones en todo
cl pais. Sin llegar a paralizar del
todo € pais, fue una demostra-
cidn de fuerza en el rechazo a la
subida de la edad de jubilacion
de los 62 a los 64 afios.  Picma 4

Las pistas del sabotaje
de Nord Stream
apuntan a Ucrania

Los datos de inteligencia de EE UU alejan
la hipdtesis de la autoria de Mosct

M, VIDAL LIY / E. G. SEVILLANO
Washington / Berlin

Dos investigaciones apuntan a
que lavoladura, en septiembre pa
sada, del gasoducto Nord Stream
bajo el mar Biltico fue obra de un
gripo proucranio. Asi lo indican
datos de inteligencia de EE UU

que difundidé ayer The New York
Times, aunque no consia que los
saboteadores actuaran por orden
del Gobierno de Zelenskii Otras
fuentes de inteligencia occidenta-
les citadas por Die Zefi, ARD y
SWR apuntan también a una auto-
ria ucrania y no rusa Pigs 2
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EE UU acelerara
las subidas de
los tipos ante

la persistencia
de la inflacion

M. A SANCHEZ-VALLE 0 Nueva Yark
La Reserva Federal de EE UU
prevé nuevas subldas de los tipes
de interés —y mis agresivas— si
la inflacion se mantiene en nive-
les elevados, segin dijo ayer el
presidente del banco central, Je-
rome Powell, ante una comisidn
del Senado. El repunte de los pre-
cios y la fortaleza del mercado
laboral son factores que empu
jan a nuevos aumentos. Picis 40
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Israél face a la radicalité de I'extréme droite religieuse

: 7)1 EDITORIAL
| LES MENACES

» De nombreux réservis-
tes de I'armeée isra¢lienne
s'opposent a la réforme

. » Visant l'objectif d'un
«Grand Israél » de la Medi-
erranée au Jourdain, I'ex-

» Suprémaciste juif, raciste | » Avec son allié [tamar
et homophobe, Bezalel i Ben Gvir, le ministre
Smotrich a été chargé i de la sécurité nationale,

de I'administration i M. Smotrich impose un réme droite cherche a ac- © de la justice du premier i SACCUMULENT EN
civile des colonies de i véritable rapport de force | célérer 'annexion de pans | ministre Nétanyahou | CISJORDANIE OCCUPEE
Cisjordanie occupée i @ Benyamin Nétanyahou | entiers de la Cisjordanie PAGES 2-3 i PAGE 30

Retraites

Turquie SECHERESSE LF GOUVERNEMENT REITERE SES MESSAGES D'ALERTE

Présidentielle:
I'opposition
parvient a s'unir
face a Erdogan

Le leader du Parti
républicain du peuple,
Kemal Kiligdaroglu, a été
désigné par une large
coalition de six mouve-
ments. 11 défiera I'actuel
président, au pouvoir
depuis vingt ans, lors

du scrutin du 14 mai
PAGE 4

Ukraine
Lenseignement
de I'histoire,
enjeu de sécurité
nationale

Kiev a mis sur pied

un groupe de travail pour
modifier les programmes
scolaires et lutter contre
la propagande russe

» L'usage de l'eau est d'ores et déja restreint dans 12 départements

» Reportage a Coucouron, un village ardéchois sans eau potable depuis I'été . 71 ees . 28

Le phsesyoir di barrage de Naussac
(Lozére), feudi 2mars, n'est rempli

qu'au tiers de sacapacité.

Appels
a des gréves
reconductibles

UNANIMEMENT OPPOsES i la ré-
forme des retraites proposée par
le gouvernement, les huit prin
cipaux syndicats de salariés &
cing organisations de défense de
la jeunesse onl décide, mardi
7mars, de « passer a la vitesse su
périeure=. Au-dela des manifesta-
tions qui s"annongaient. un peu
partout en France, de grande am-
pleur, le mouvement devrall se
prolonger, diés be 8 mars, par des
grives reconductibles au sein de
plusicurs secteurs-clés comme
léEnerghe ou les transporns. [nter-
rogés par Le Monde, kes responsa-
bles syndicaux font le pari quien
dépit des blocages. une grande
miajorité des Frangais continuera
i soutenir les opposants i la ré
forme. «Dans hypothése d'un
blocage persistant, lopinion publi-
que peut davaniage se refoumer
contre le gouvemement, car oF
sera o lui de trouver des solutions
pour débloguers estime Brice
Teinturier. le directeur général
délégué d'Ipsos.

Pendant ce temps, b discussion
du projet de loi se poursuit au Sé-
nat. Contre |"avis du gouverne-
ment, un amendement créant
un «CDl seniors a éé .'Idnq'!tl‘

2 PTG v lundi 6 mars.
PAGE S PAGES B-9 ET ipEES PAGE 27
Education ! Emploi { Agriculture Fashion Week
Les enseignants | Le secteur du i L'égalité des droits,
dans le maquis i nucléaire au défi  : conquéte Lursql,le
de l'orientation { de recruter des {inachevée des femmes
des lycéens i milliers de salariés | des agricultrices =
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Chloé, Victoria Beckham,
Hermés, Isabel Marant,
Alexander McQueen,
Ester Manas : toutes
ces grandes margues
sont incarmndes par

des créatrices. A Paris,
lors des défilés, elles
ont célébré la féminité
4 sa juste valeur
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A NOS LECTEURS

En raison d'un mouvement

de grive contre la réforme

des retralves, cetie édition

du = Monde », datée du mercredi
8 mars, n'est pas imprimée

st disponible

qu'en numérigue. Merci
pour votre compréhension.
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Clues Emerge
In Bid to Solve
Pipeline Attack

ULS. Suggests a Link to
a Pro-Ukraine Group

This article i= by Adam Entous,
Julian E. Barnes ond Adom Gold-
LUt LN

WASHINGTON — MNew intelli-
gence reviewad by LS, officials
suggests that a pro-Ukrainian
group carried out the amtack on the
MNord Stream pipelines last year, a
step toward determining respon-
sibility for an act of sabotage that
has confounded investigators on
both sides of the Atlantic for
months.

LS. officials said that they had
no evidence President Volodymyr
Zelensky of Ukraine or his top
lieutenants were involved in the
operation, or that the perpetrators
were acting at the direction of any
Ukrainian government officials.

The brazen attack on the natu-
ral gas pipelines, which link Rus-
siato Western Europe, fueled pub-
lic speculation about who was to
blame, from Mosoow to K nd
London to Washington, and it has
remained one of the most conse-
guential unsolved mysteries of
Russia's year-okd war in Ukraine.

Ukraine and its allies have been
seen by some officials as having
the most logical potential motive
to attack the pipelines. They have
opposed the project for years, call-
ing it a national security threat be-
cause it would allow Russia to sall
£as more easily 1o Europe.

Ukrainian government and
itary intelligenceofficials say they
had no role in the attack and do not
know who carried it out, After this
article was published online,
Mykhailo Podolyak, a senior ad-

Twitter that Ukraine ~has nothmg
1o do with the Baltic Sea mishap.”
e added that he had no informa-
tion about prn—l,klalnnn “sabo-
tage groups.”

LS. officials said there was
musch they did not know about the
perpetrators and their affiliations.
The review of newly collected in-
telligence suggests they were op-
ponents of President Viadimir V.
Putin of Russia, but does not
specify the members of the group,
or who directed or paid for the op-
eration.

LS. officials declined to di
close the nature of the intelli-
gence, how it was obtained or any
details of the strength of the evi-
dence it contains. They have said
that there are no firm conclusions
ahout it, leaving open the possibi
ity that the operation might have
been conducted off the books by a
proxy force with connections to
the Ukorai: n government or its
securily services.

Some initial U5, and European
speculation centered on possible
Ly,
given ils prowess undersen op-
erations, Lhough it is unclear what
motivation the Kremlin would
have in sabotaging the pipelines
given that they have been an im-
portant source of revenue and a
means for Moscow to exert influ-
ence over Europe. One estimate
put the cost of repairing the pipe-

Continued on Page All
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TO THE BARRICADES A protest over a French government plan to raize the retirement age was met with tear gas in Nantes. Page AG.

A Clash on Pensions, and What It Is to Be French

By CATHERINE PORTER
GRANVILLE, France — Maon-

day is line dancing; Tuesday
serapbooking with friends;
Wednesday caring for her two
srandchildren.

Martine Mirville's itinerary is
an advertisement for retirement
in France.

After decades of working, much
of it as a secretary, she packed up
her desk for the last time, bought
an apartment in this seaside town
in Normandy where her daughter
lives, and started the coveted next
stage of her life.

Proposal to Add 2 Years
to Retirement Age
Hits a Nerve

“1 wake up every morning and
say how lucky am I to be here”
Ms. Mirville, &7, said during a
break from her Thursday morn-
ing gym class. Then, she used a fa-
vored French expression that has
been echoing across the country
in protests this year: “This is the
tine to enjoy life

Since President Emmanue] Ma-
cron’s government  introduced
plans to push the retirement age
to G4 from 62, France has been
convulsed by regular sirikes and
protests that have drawn millions
into the streets, not only in the
capital, but in towns and villages
across the country.

On Tweesday, workers walked
out of schools, refineries, power
plants, airports and transpornta-
tion systems in the bigge st mobili-
zation yet, trying to all but turn
out the lights in the country in pro-
test.

Continued on Page A6

Defiant in Donetsk

TVLER: HIICKS/THE MEW ¥ORKE TIMES

Dykyy, a musician, near Toretsk, where Ukraine made modest gains. More war coverage, Page A10.

Fed Sees Rates
Pushing Higher
Than Expected

By JEANNA SMIALEK

Jerome H., Powell, the Federal
Reserve chair, made clear on
Tuesday that the central bank is
prepared [0 react 1o recent signs
of economic strength by raisin,
interest rates higher than pre:
ously expected and, if incoming
data remain hot, potentially re-
t ing to a quicker pace of rate
increases.

Mr. Powell, in remarks before
the Senate Banking Committes,
also noted that the Fed's figh
against inflation was “very likely
0 COMme at some cost to the lahor
markei.

His comments were the clear-
est acknowledgment yet that re-
cent reports showing inflation re-
mains stubborn and the job mar-
ket remains resilient are likely to
shake up the pelicy trajectory for
America’s central bank

The Fed raised interest rates
last year at the fastest pace since
the 1980s, pushing borrowing
costs above 4.5 percent, from near
zero. That initdally seemed to be
slowing consumer and business
demand and helping inflation to
moderate.

But a number of recent eco-
nomic reports have suggested
that inflation did not weaken as
much as expected last year and
remained faster than expected in
January, while other data showed
hiring remains strong and con-
sumer spending picked up at the
start of the year,

While some of that momentum
could have owed to mild January

Continued on Page A 18

BIDEN WILL SEEK
INCREASE IN TAX
AS MEDICARE FIX

ON PAY ABOVE 400,000

Part of Effort to Prevent
Program From Being
Insolvent in 2028

By JIM TANKERSLEY

and MARGOT SANGER-KATZ

WASHINGTON — President
Biden, as part of his budger set for
release on Thursday, will propose
raising and expanding a tax on
Americans earning more than
S400,000 as part of a series of ef-
forts to extend the solvency of
Medicare by a guarter-—century.

In spotlighting his Medicare
plans, Mr. Biden is seeking to
sharpen a contrast with Republi-
cans and cast himself as a protec-
vor of cherished redrement
grams — for his likely re-election
campaign and for a looming con-
gressional battle with House con-
servatives who are demanding
steep cuts in federal spending in
order to raise the nation’s borrow-

ing limit.
The early re se of the Medi-
care propo .detailed in a White

House fact sheet on Tuesday, also
underscored the degree to which
Mr. Biden has fully embraced the
political upside of taxing high

earners. That is the case ewven
though administration  officials
have conceded there is little

President Biden aims to sharp-
en a contrast with Republicans.

chance those tax increases will
pass Congress.

The propaosals would affect the
so-called net investment income
ta, which was enacted to help off-
set the cost of former President
Barack Dby signature health
care law, They would increase the
tax rate 1o 5 percent from 3.8 per-
cent for people earning above
F400,000 a year and expand the
income subject to it.

Independent  estimates  from
the Urban-Brookings Tax Policy
Center and the Committee for a
Responsible Federal Budget sug-
gest the changes could raise at
least $350 billion, and possibly as
much as S600 billion over the
course of a decade. White House
estimates are even higher: 3700
Billion in et new revenue over a
decade, all from high earners.

Mr Biden is also proposing new
cost savings for the government

Continued on Page Al4

Spying by Mexico Raises Fears of ‘Military State’

By NATALIE KITROEFF
and RONEN BERGMAN

MEXICO CITY — Mexico's

armed forces spied on a human

tions that soldiers had

gunned
down innocent people, documents
show, providing clear evidence of
e milir: s illegal use of surved
lance tools against civilians.

Trail of Evidence Shows
Army Targeted Critics

The government has been em-
broiled in scandal for years owver
the use of sophisticated spyware
against a wide range of people
who stand up to Mexico's leaders.
But surveillance experts say this

s the first time a paper tradl has
emerged to prove definitively that
the Mexican military spied on citi-
zens who were trying to expose its
misdeeds

Documents  and  inlerviews
show how the spying that tar-
nished the previous government

s continued under President
Andrés Manuel Lipez Obrador,
who wowed that his administra-

Continwed on Page A9

Pitching Debt Limit as Leverage in Culture Fight

By CATIE EDMONDSON

OKMULGEE, Okla. — Repre-
sentative Josh Brecheen, a first-
term Republican, begins each
town hall meeting in his sprawling
district in eastern Oklahoma the
same way: with a blistering,
roughly half-four broadside abowt
thve crisis posed by the nation's
debt and the lengths to which he is
prepared 1w go to force deep

G.O.P. Freshman Aims
at “Woke' Spending

spending cuts.

“For the last 40 years, we inher-
ited prosperity from our parents
and our grandparents, and we are
borrowing — and I would say
stealing — prosperity from our

kids and our grandkids” Mg
EBrecheen todd Oklahomans
crowded into a local eollege's stu-
dent center on a recent Monday
marning,

But, he argued, the coming
debt-limit negotiations with the
Biden administration would be a
chance to right those decades of
WIORES,

uA debt ceiling can be very use-

Continued on Poge AIS
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Two Found Alive in Mexico

LS. and Mexican authorities had been
searching for four Americans abducted
after they crossed into the country from
PAGE A%

Texas for a medical procedure.

MATIONAL A1Z-19

Oklahoma Pot Vote Fails
Though the state has embraced medical
marijuana, it proved still too conserva-
tive for recreational use by voting down

an initiative Tuesday.

BUSINESS B1-5

PAGE AlG

Inside a Debate at Fox News

Mewly released messages offer some of
the clearest evidence yet of the misgiv-
Ings many inskde the network had over
claims of 2020 election fraud.

ARTS C1-6

PAGE Bl

On the Rise in Hul]wcod

Craig Mazin was once known -

of mediocre comedies. But "Chemub}l"
and = The Last of Us" hﬂvemadehlm one

ofT"V‘ﬁ hottest showrunners.

CFINION AZG-21

Thomas L. Friedman

PAGE A21
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LIMITED ENGAGEMENT ON BROADWAY AT STUDIO 54 THRU APRIL 30

“NATHAN LANE IS MIREBULUUS o

e w y r

“A RICH PLAY ABOUT THE MARVELS AND

DANNY BURSTEIN
ZOE WANAMAKER
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The recycling nightmare of single-use vapes

BIG READ, PAGE 17
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Where the EU fits in a nationalistic world

Ukraine war
Mourning for
killed medic

Mourners hug in Vinnyisia, Ukraine,
yesterday duringthe funeral of 29-year-
ald-Yana Rikhlitsks, a Ukrainian army
medic killed in Bakhmut who had
appeared on video last week treating
woundod soldiers,

Volodymyr Zelenskyy yesterday said
that instead of pulling back from the
froniline city in Russia’s war against
Ukraine, his top generals had “unani
moushy™ advised him to “reinforce™,

Thee Ukrainian president’s comments
come the day after western allies sug-
gested that a temporary withdrawal
from the easterncity not be a set-
back to the overall wareffort.

The battle for the city, surreunded on
three sides by Fussian troops, has lasted
almost nine months, one of the most
grinding stand-offs since Russia’s full-
blown invasion of the country more
thana yearaga.

“Fortress Bakhmut' page 2

Powell signals return of larger Fed
rate rises amid battle to cool inflation

& Congressional appearance & Remarks trigger market sell-off @ Hawkish rhetoric chimes with ECB

COLEY SMITH AHD JAMES FOLITI
WASHINGTON
Jay Powell warmned at a congressional
appearanoe yesterday that the TS Fed-
eral Reserve s prepared to retarm o big-
ger interest rate rises to fight inflatkon,

In his first public intervention since
data relenses showed the central bank
struggling te coal the US economy
despite o year-long campaign of mone-
tary tightenking, the Fod chalr signalled
his willingness to raichet up rate
increases to combat persistent price
rises. Powell told the Senate banking
committee that “the ultimate level of
interest rates is likely to be higher than
previously anticipated™ and sabd that
mnlmwfmm “stronger
thane

He added: *If the totality of the data

Sale of £250mn UK property
puts spotlight on Saudi pain

The sale of Britain's most expensive
residential property, a G0-room house
weorth £250mn in London, has shone a
ligiht on the discreet top and of the UK
market and fhe love affair between
Saudi cash and the dity. It also exposes
fhe pressures an Saudi royals amid a
crackdawn on kish state spending on
princes. A person familiar with the
rovals” finances said then was ez
cash to go arcund. If you hawve assets
in London, yeah, fhey have 1o be sald.
Feeling the panch » Fabe &

were Lo indicate that faster tightening is
warranted, we would be prepared to
increase the pace of rate hikes™

The Fed chair's remarks prompted a
stock market sell-off, with the S&P S00
and Masdaq both falling nearly 1 per
cent by midday trading yesterday. The
two-year Treasury yiekd, which moves
with market expectations, rose to its
highest since 2007, The dollar increased
1 per cent agalnst the curota SLO5TL.

Traders whe had previously been bei-

“The ultimate level of rates
is likely to be higher than
previously anticipated’

Jay Powell, Federal Reserve chair

Ling on a quarter-paint rise at the Fed's
March 21-22 meeting now favour a half-
point increase, according to CME Groap.

The central bank has reduced the sine
of its rate rises from 075 percentage
points between June and November o a
half-point rise in December. It shifted
dewn sgain in February Lo a more Lradi-
tivnal quarter point increase.

The Fed's main interest rate is now at
atarget range of 4.5-4.75 per cenit, oomi-
pared with near zero a year ago. In
December, Fed officials proj imter.
est rabes would reach a peak of 5.1 per
cent this year. But Powell's comments
signal be ks willing to squeeze further.

His hawkish rhetoric is in lne with
statements from Christine Lagarde,
president of the European Central Bank,
whi warned at the weekend that price

pressures were “sticky”, requiring far-
ther setion to tackle the inflation "mon-
ster”. Financial markets now expect the
European rate to rise from 2.5 per cent.
to above 4 percent.

By contrast, Andrew Bailey, Bank of
England governor, has been cautious
ol Logive 3 precise steer on UK rates.

Investors and cconomists will be
watching to see whether the rebound in
the US labour market and consumer
demand in Jamsary was sustained last
month. Powell said the hot data “ reflects
the unseascnably warm weather™ but
also indicates “inflationary pressures
are runming higher than expected”,

Democrats have been growing anx-
ious that the Fed will go too far in tight-
ening monestary policy, triggering a
recession that could undermine many

EI_I demands Muskhlres more Staffto

moderate misinformation on Twitter

JAVIER ESPINOTA — BRUSSELS
ERSTINA CRIDDLE — LOHDOH
HANNAH MURPHY — SAN FRANCISCO

Elon Musk and the EU have clashed
over Twitter's plan to use more artifi
cial intelligence and volunteers to help
moderate his social media platform as
the company responds Lo strict new

o police ondine content.

Brussels has told the billionaire owner
of Twitter to hire more human modera-
tors and fact-checkers to review posts
on the platform, sccording to foar peo-
ple familiar with recent talks between
Musk, Twiller executives and European
regulators.

The demand licates Musk’s

entire trust and safety teams in some
offices.

Twitter uses a mix of human modera-
tion and Al technalogy to detect and
review ul material, in line with
other social media platforms. However,
it does not employ fact checkers, unlike
larger rival Meta, which owns Facehook
and Instagram. Twitter has also been
using volunteer moderators for a fea-
ture called Community Notes to tacklea
deluge of misinformation.

Musk told EU commissioner Thierry
Breton in January that it would leam fur-
ther on its Al processes, according te
people with direct knowledge of the
talks. Breton responded by saying he
d Twitter to hire more people to

cfforts to reorganise the lossmaking
busincss he acquired for $44bn in Octo-
ber. He has slashed more than half of
Twitters 7,500 staff, including the

comply with the Digital Services Act.

The II5A is alandmark phoce of legls-
lation that will Force Big Tech groups to
palice their platforms more aggressively

for illegal content. Major platforms,
including Twitter, will have to fully
comply by Septemiber ar face fines of up
to & per cent of global revenses. Musk
told Breton that hiring would take time
bt that staff would be in place to com-
plhy with the DEA this year.

However, since the meeting in Jamu-
ary, there have been further la]lu
between Twitter and EL
maderation plans where EU n:l’l“u:n]:
sabd pursuing the voluntary model
conld weed out 3 proportion af mislead-
Ing information. “Community Notes Is
mot a terrible idea but Musk needs 1o
prove that it works,” said a person with
direct knowledge of the talks.

The commission said: “Ensuring suf.
ficient staff is necessary for a platform
to respond cffectively to the challenges
of content mederation.” Twitter did mot
respond o requests for comment.
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of the labour market gains achieved
during the recovery from the pandemic.

But Powell maintained that getting
core inflation to the Fod's 2 per cent tar-
#et from January’s kevel of 4.7 per cent
would “very likely™ require “some sof-
tening in labour market conditions®,
suppesting job losses abead.

“We cannot risk undermining one of
the successes of our carrent economy,”
Sherrod Brown, chalr of the Senate
banking committer, said.

Elizabeth Warren, the progressive
Demexral from Massachusetls, accused
Powell of “gambling with people’s lives™.

Powell responded that the “social cost
of failure™ on inflation was “very, very
high" and warned of the risk of the
“psychology” of “self-perpetuating®
inflation.
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» Unions in France lash out
France was hit by fresh strikes,
with unlons vowing to bring the
country toa standstill as they try
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» Blackouts dent S Africa
South Afrkca’s ccomomy shrank
1.3 per cent, which was more than
expected, at the end of 2022 after
being hit by Eskom electricity
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N26 founders
were warned
over ‘culture of
fear’ at fintech

e Top staff railed against ‘lack of trust’
e Group claims improved governance

OLAF STORBECK — FRANKFURT

N26’s top executives accused the co-
founders of one of Europe’s most highly
valued fintechs of promoting a “culture
of fear” that threatened to drive the
group into a “downward spiral”.

In a memo sent last year, N26's six
most senior staff warned Max Tayenthal
and Valentin Stalf their “relationship
and ways of working” with executives at
the German company were “quite dys-
functional in several dimensions”.

The internal “discussion document”
was sent in February 2022 by Thomas
Grosse, chief risk officer until he quit
last week. It was co-authored by Jan
Kemper, chief financial officer, Eva
Glanzer, interim HR head, Gilles Bian-

The co-founders had a
habit of ‘rewriting history’
and a tendency to

‘shoot the messenger’

Rosa, chief product officer, Gino Cordt,
chief technology officer, and Alex
Weber, chief growth officer.

Glanzer and Kemper have also since
left N26, which was founded in 2013 to
disrupt Germany’s banking industry.
The company, which counts Peter Thiel,
the Silicon Valley billionaire, and Li Ka-
shing, the Hong Kong tycoon, among its
backers, was valued at more than €7.7bn
in a fundraising in October 2021.

But N26, with 8mn retail customers in
Germany and more than 20 other coun-
tries, has suffered growing pains and
was ordered by Germany’s financial reg-
ulator to upgrade its internal controls.

In October 2021, BaFin imposed a
draconian cap on N26’s client growth
after the regulator became concerned
with organisational flaws.

The memo, sent months after N26’s

fundraising, warned Tayenthal and
Stalf the leadership team “is not func-
tioning in a productive (or even merely
adequate) way". This had resulted in a
level of “churn as well as continuous
organisational dysfunctionalities”.

The co-founders were accused of a
“lack of trust in executives” that was
resulting in “confusion”. Tayenthal and
Stalf were also said to have a habit of
“rewriting history” and a tendency to
“shoot the messenger” if decisions
turned out wrong,

“Of particular concern is the estab-
lishment of a culture of “fear’ and blam-
ing, fostered by many of the behavioural
problems we want to address,” the
memo notes.

N26 declined to comment on “any
internal conversations, emails or other
internal information” but said it had
made “significant investments into gov-
ernance and leadership” over the past
18 months. “We take that seriously at all
levels of the company, including at sen-
ior leadership level. Feedback is an
essential part of this.”

The memo was first reported by Ger-
many’s Manager Magazin.

N26 overhauled its governance last
November when it established a super-
visory board that oversees and appoints
the executive board.

Tayenthal told the FT that building
N26 into a “leading digital bank™ had
been a “steep learning curve”. Stalf said
an “open feedback culture is central to
this collaboration”.

However, the problems described in
the memo remain, according to people
familiar with discussions at N26.

Over the past 12 months N26 has lost
some of its top managers, Grosse most
recently. N26 attributed his departure
to his “personal circumstances”, but
Grosse told the FT the “reasons for my
decision are complex”. He declined to
comment further.

Deadlocked Abu Dhabi oil groups talks with
trader Gunvor reach impasse over size of deal

LIVE

UNDERSTAND THE
BIGGER PICTURE

Future of the Car
May 2023

Lead sponsors

aws g L cognizant

Associate sponsors

\nsys  hamimuy  GLENCORE

- hatitute &

I vt [ 1= fl

TOM WILSON, DAVID SHEPPARD
AND LESLIE HOOK — LONDON

Abu Dhabi National 0il Company’s
potential acquisition of Gunvor, the
energy trading house, has reached an
impasse because of a disagreement
over the size of the deal.

While Adnoc had hoped to acquire all
of Gunvor, or a majority stake, the
trader’s chief executive Torbjérn
Torngvist is not willing to give up con-
trol of the group he co-founded in
2000, two people involved in the dis-
cussions said.

Instead Tornqvist, who controls
almost 90 per cent of Gunvor, has told
Adnoc he is only willing to sell a
minority stake as a way to raise funds
to drive growth. Such a deal is of less
interest to state-owned Adnoc, which
was seeking control of the company as
away to significantly boost its trading
ambitions, one of the people said.

Adnoc established its own trading

¥ - ;1«_-5.-——-:-“. S W . "..'aa_—’ T 1l "_’_'f""' i

A Gunvor refinery in Rotterdam. The group’s founder is loath to cede control to Adnoc — psanMouhiarpaulos/Getiy images

arm two years ago and chief executive
Sultan Ahmed al-Jaber has frequently
stated a desire to improve profit mar-
gins through investments in refining
and trading capacity.

The deal would have been the big-
gest move by a Middle Eastern com-
pany into commodity trading.
Although several Gulf states, includ-
ing Saudi Arabia, have large national
oil companies, unlike European rivals
Shell and BP they do not have big trad-
ing divisions.

Trading has been highly profitable
in recent years because of the volatil-
ity created in energy markets first by
the coronavirus pandemic then Rus-
sia’sinvasion of Ukraine.

Adnoc and Gunvor have been in
talks since last summer and extended
an exclusivity clause until the end of
March in an attempt to get a deal over
the line. Adnoc and Gunvor declined

to comment.
People close to the talks gave differ-

ent accounts of whether further dis-
cussions were possible, with one sug-
gesting a smaller deal could still be
done. Others said Adnoc was effec-
tively withdrawing from the discus-
sions. But they agreed a larger deal for
a controlling stake in the company
was now highly unlikely.

Gunvor, headquartered in Geneva
and domiciled in Cyprus, isamong the
world’s largest independent energy
traders, moving about 240mn tonnes
of commodities including oil, gas and
coal in 2021. Founded by Tornqvist
alongside Russian businessman Gen-
nady Timchenko, the company was
initially known for its close ties to
Russian energy producers.

In 2014, shortly before he came
under US sanctions for his ties to Rus-
sian president Vladimir Putin, Tim-
chenko sold his shares to Térnqvist.
The company has reduced its vol-
umes of Russian-originated commod-
ities in recent years.

KPMG and
PwC trail rivals
in big audits
run by women

STEPHEN FOLEY — NEW YORK

PwC and KPMG are falling behind
rivals EY and Deloitte in promoting
women to run the most prestigious
audits in corporate America, new data
shows.

Women still only account for 20 per cent
of the lead engagement partners on
audits of S&P 500 companies, according
to a study published yesterday by the
CFA Institute, the professional body for
the investment industry.

The figure, covering audits from 2021,
represented an improvement from 15
per cent four years earlier but showed
the need for faster progress at some
firms in particular, said Sandy Peters,
head of global advocacy at the institute.

“Half of those entering the accounting
profession are women,” Peters wrote in
the study. “The issue in Big Four firms is
leakage from the pipeline. Within 10 to
15 years — the time it takes to become a
partner — the near-majority of women
in accounting turns into a minority.”

Women ran more big audits at each of
the firms than they did four years ear-
lier, and the number of S&P 500 compa-
nies with female lead engagement part-
ners rose from 73 to 102, the CFA Insti-
tute found.

Deloitte led the Big Four with women
making up 27 per cent of its S&P 500
lead engagement partners. Meanwhile,
EY showed the largest increase — from
13 per centin 2017 to 22 per cent in 2021.

KPMG remained in fourth place with
13 per cent of its S&P 500 engagement
partners. The pace of growth was slow-
est at PwC, which slipped to third place
with 19 per cent.

KPMG said it had mentorship and
development programmes specifically
to help women advance to lead engage-
ment partner, and the CFA Institute
study ignored its broader progress.

“This one metric obscures our
progress in advancing women in leader-
ship across our business,” KPMG said.

PwC said it was working to increase
the diversity of partners running signifi-
cant client relationships, in audit and
elsewhere in the firm. “While we are not
where we want to be, we are proud of the
progress we've made,” the firm said.

Peters, hersell a former audit partner
at KPMG, said the Big Four offered “a
good training ground” for future com-
pany chief financial officers, controllers
and audit committee members, so
improvements there could help gender
progress in the boardroom.

Singapore MP’s tech job puts spotlight on politicians interests

Mercedes
Ruehl

hanks to Lee Kuan Yew,
Singapore was built on a
philosophy of cleanliness,
from the streets to politics.
For the latter, Lee
believed in paying politicians well. The
idea was to secure their commitment
while protecting MPs from influence-
peddling by the private sector.

Singapore’s prime minister, Lee Hsien
Loong — Lee’s son — receives $$2.2mn
($1.6mn) annually, four times the US
president’s salary. The benchmark level
of a minister’s annual income is
S$1.1mn, according to government
data, much higher than politicians earn
in countries such as the UK.

But their state salary is only part of
Singaporean MPs’ incomes. Many have
outside roles, including “full-time”
executive jobs at companies.

Fresh questions over the transpar-
ency of such roles have been raised after
one of the country’s biggest technology
companies appointed an MP to an influ-
ential position, before backtracking.

New York-listed Grab is a ride-hail-
ing, food delivery, and financial services
business that has grown rapidly to have
a dominant presence in the city-state
through its “super app”. Its signature
green-and-white logo is everywhere in
the Lion City.

Tin Pei Ling from the ruling People’s
Action party was appointed head of

public policy for Grab. As chair of the
Parliamentary Committee for Commu-
nications and Information, she is poten-
tially privy to information that may
benefit Grab as well as influence regula-
tory affairs. Grab is facing regulation
that would affect its business, for
instance around the rights of gig econ-
omy workers.

There is no suggestion that Tin or
Grab intended the company to reap
benefits it might not have had other-
wise. And taking a second job as an MP
is permitted under Singapore law. The
problem was the potential for conflicts
ofinterest.

The group acknowledges such risks.

“Much thought and care was given to
address any potential conflict of interest
that may arise when Pei Ling was hired,”
Grab said when, in response to a public
outcry, it moved

Tin to a different ‘Qne of the extraordinary

role at the tech

company in busi- things about Singapore
nessdevelopment.  politicians is how

“The discourse

has led us to pause tl](}r‘.)l.!gl] l)’ ll]e} ket‘l) llleil-
and reflect on how  jpnterests under wraps’

we can create an

environment where Pei Ling can serve
effectively in both her roles as an MP as
well as representing Grab.

“We acknowledge that this is difficult
if the intent behind every action or posi-
tion she takes in the future is doubted or
called into question.”

Tin's salary was not disclosed. That is
not unusual in Singapore. Finding such
information — even the roles MPs hold
— can be challenging. Unlike in the UK
or US, there is no list of politicians’
financial interests. MPs are only
required to disclose to the prime minis-
ter in confidence their business and pro-
fessional interests and any other fees
they receive.

Such an approach seems an anomaly
in transparency to some.

Michael Barr, an associate professor
in international relations at Flinders
University, says: “One of the most
extraordinary things about Singapore
politicians is how thoroughly they man-
age to keep their business interests
under wraps.”

Mak Yuen Teen at the National Uni-
versity of Singapore believes thereisan
unhealthy blurring of the lines between
government and business in the city-
state. As such, a public register of finan-
cial interests for MPs would be a “good
idea”.

Singapore has a strong reputation in
governance. While not immune to cor-
ruption or scandals, it ranks highly as a
clean place for business. Last year it
scored 83 out of 100 on a corruption
index by Transparency International,
beaten only by Denmark, Finland, New
Zealand, and Norway.

The next review of Singapore’s public
sector salaries, held every five years, is
set for this year. At a time of soaring
costs for citizens, the salaries of MPs and
their roles in the private sector may
draw more attention than they have in
the past.

New leadership and elections are also
on the horizon, and the PAP is facing
declining popularity, especially among
younger voters.

In such an environment, some argue
that more transparency on MPs and
their outside pay might build confi-
dence.

“I'm not sure that statements like
‘the ultimate safeguard is still MPs' own
conscience and judgment’ really cut it
any more,” says David Black, the
founder of Blackbox, a Singapore
research firm.

mercedes.ruehl@ft.com
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Diretora de ensino
defende debate de
género e raca na PF

Luciana Amaral Alonso
Martins, 4 frente da Dire-
toria de Ensino da PF, quer
ampliar total de mulheres
e criar condighes para que
elas sejam respeitadas no
drgao. Ela defende debate
de género e ragana forma

¢io de policiais, politica as

PAINEL

Paulistas estudam
mais que homens,
mas ganham menos

Politica A4

TENDENCIAS /
DEBATES A3

Sueli Carneiro,
Theo Dias e
Gabriel Sampaio
STF precisa frear
abordagens
policiais racistas

Cida Gongalves
Exigimos direitos
iguais no mundo
do trabalho

Bergo de ideias
feministas, Franca
vé sexismo persistir
Murwdo AT3

Mortes pis-parto deixam
rastro de luto em familias
Regiao Norte concentra
casos de mortalidade ma-
terna, cuja taxa nacional
dobrou em2o2i. Fendme-
no desestrutura familias
e expoe assisténcia falha
no auge da pandemia. m

Luciana Martins & diretorade
Ensino da PF catwieis 8, Fotapress

ilu da Cé6
Britanico
leva Pritzker
David Chipperfield
une contemporéneo e

classico para vencer
prémio da arquitetura

esporte B7
Torcida aplaude e
apoia jogadoras do
Ceara apos derrota
porl14 a0 emSP

equilibx B4
Negras relatam
pressao sobre
imagem e voltam
a alisar os cabelos

EDITORIAIS A2

Lira, Lula e Juscelino

Sobre base do governo e
permanénciade ministro.
Pré-vida das mulheres

A respeito do direito ao
aborto na América Latina.

QUARTA-FEIRA, 8 DE MARCO DE 2023

R$ 6,00

Karime Xavies [Fobhapress

‘AS PESSOAS NAO NOS VIAM COMO JUIZAS’; RACISMO VELADO MARCA TRAJETORIA DE MAGISTRADAS NEGRAS NO BRASIL

Gabriela da Conceigio Rodrigues, juiza do TJ-SP e colegas de profissdo relatam situagbes em que foram barradas em féruns, interrompidas em audiéncias e tiveram autoridade questionada a7

Cupula da Republica so teve
4 mulheres no pos-ditadura

Propor¢ao no comando dos trés Poderes em relagao aos homens é de 1 para 16,5

Em quase 40 anos de rede-
mocratizacdo no Brasil, a
cipula da Repiiblica contou
com 66 homens e s6 4 mulhe-
res —uma proporgiaode 16,5
para 1— e continua preen-
chida majoritariamente por
representantes dosexo mas-
culino. Mesmo em cargos
inferiores, a sub-representa-
tividade se mantém.

Nesse periodo, apenas Dil-
ma Rousseff (PT) foi eleita
presidente, enquanto sete
homens passaram pelo co-
mando do Poder Executivo.

O Legislativo nunca teve,
no pds-ditadura, uma nmu-
Ther a frente da Cimara ou
do Senado —foram 18 e 15
ocupantes do posto, respec-
tivamente, nesse periodo.

i

MOGI-BERTIOGA E REABERTA APOS D

No Judicidrio, trés mulhe-
res —ante 26 homens— se
tornaram ministras do Su-
premo Tribunal Federal: El-
len Gracie, Carmen Liicia e
Rosa Weber. As nomeagdes
ocorreram de 2001 a 2011.

Cédrmen ¢ Rosa ainda es-
tdo no STF, e esta atual-
mente preside a corte,
formada por 11 ministros.

ouerno do Estada de S50 Paulo, Divuigagio

AS SEMANAS

Trecho no km 82 da rodovia, liberada antecipadamente pelo Governo de Sdo Paulo; ainda ha
obras na estrada, que sofreu erosao devido as fortes chuvas no litoral paulista ceddiane B3

Para ajuiza e ex-presidente
da AMB (Associacio dos Ma-
gistrados Brasileiros) Renata
Gil, chegar ao STF ouao STJ
{Superior Tribunal de Justi-
¢a) é ainda mais dificil para
as mulheres porque elas ja
costumam estar excluidas
do ambiente politico on-
de 0s nomes dos indicados
sdo costurados. PoliticaAd

Alta de juros deve
ser maior e mais
rapida nos EUA

O presidente do Fed (ban-
cocentral americano), Je-
rome Powell, indicou que
o drgdo pode precisar ele-
var os juros acima do pla-
nejado 0,25 ponto € em rit-
mo mais rapido, diante de
“dados econdmicos mais
fortes do que o esperado”™e
alta da inflagio. Mercadoarr

Valor de joias da
Aribia supera usual
e eleva suspeitas

O wvalor das joias presente-
adas a Jair e Michelle Bol-
sonaro (R$ 5,15 mina apre-
ensao e RS 16,5 mi em ava-
liagio posterior) chama a
atencio de diplomatas com
experiféncia em protocolos
porsuperar ousual deagra-
dos de sauditas a outros li-
deres mundiais. politicanio

[ i
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‘Strategic competition’
seen as ‘reckless gamble’

By CAD DESHENG
caockafengioinadarly rom.on

ister Qin Gang said
3t it the Unitedd States
dbefining its relations with China
as “strategic competition” is “a
reckless gamible with the stakes
Tt fancla rital it restsof

the two peoples and even the
furure of hums 1l the “corm-
petition”™ will get the two countries

T0CKE i L FEO0-ET e

Spenki
Inside " conter
« Editorial, 'IRI”I 5 "r" ::“
sidehnes o e
mam:_ onguing first ses.
wg &ion of the 14th
' Seemore, jonal  People's
Congress, i
top  legislatu

id this so-called competi-
ms o 31k
press China in all resp
“that is Aot fair competition but

mal 5 confrontation”
He urges] the US government to
et il of its steategic anxiety of
sbsunelon e werm.
| refuse Lo
il CorTect-

compitments and
Jphore the right
wany 1o et alangg with eoch other.

=1 e Uikt States does mot hit
the brake but contin o speed
b e WRonE e, o it of
muardrails can prevent dern
and there will surely be condlict
oo Lation.” he sl

Qe rermerks cammne as China-US
relationship s now mired in an
byl climmate aml faces increas
ing challenges due to Washinglons
consstent allempts o suppress
Chiikia i e senomic and einoe
Iigical fields, ancd wnlerm the
mation's sovereignty, secarity and
Adevelapment leres

On March 1, the US House of
Representatives” Forei Affairs
Committes voted to give US Presi-
dent Joe Biden the power 1o ban
TikTok, a Chinese-owned short
Viden platform. Hecently, the US
Department of Commerce has
added new Chinese entities to s
trade blacklist, ineluding anits of
biotech company BGI and cloud
COMpUng company nspur.

“If the US has the ambition o
make itself great again, it should
also have a browd mind for the
develogiment of other oountries”
Qin said, adeing tal oontaining
and suppressing China will mot
make the US mrest and it will not
st e refuvenation of Chins.

China-US  relalions should be
determined by the common inter-
st and shared responsibilitees of
the two countries and by friendship
between the Chinese and American
peapiles, ratler than by U5 domes-
tic politics or hysterical neo-
MeCarthyism, he sdided.

Al the Tews conference, Can reiter-
ater] that the Thiwan question is at
thevery core of China's ooe interests,

is the bedrck of the political foun-
dation of China-US relations and
the first red line that must not be
erossed in China-US relations

He rgzed Washingson to stop con.
taning China by exploiting the Thi-
wan cpuesstion, retum b the original
meaning of the one-China principle,
TenEn s political aommitments o
Chiinaand imequivocally appose and
forestall “Taivwan independence”

Thi: LIS has comstantly played the
“Thivan cand™ in recent years to
challenige Chifis eore intersts by
developing official exchanges with
Thiwan and sling more advanced
ard sophisticabed anms tothe island.

Digreganding C ST I
sition, LTS politicians, incuding thea
US House speaber Mancy Pelsi,
visited Thiwan lnst vear On March 1,
the U5 State Deprrtiment appeoved
potential sales of MW Weapons
worth SEI0 million to the sk, a
m it violates the three China-
U8 joink ocomarmmigines, cspocally
thee Angust 17 Commnmnigue.

G waurned that the U5 mishan-
Ming of the Thiwan questson will
shake the foundation of Chins-US
relations. Resolving the Taiwan
Apuiestion is Chinas Jdomests: affir,
arnl ni otler eountry has the rght
tovimberfere in it, he added.

The foreign minister critici
thve 175" ~ b Paucific strategy”, suy
ing that it seeks to gang up to form
exclugivehoes, Tn fuet, this “strate
£y provokes eonfroris seeks
o create an Asia-Pacific version of
MNATD amd Uidermines regional
integration, he syid.

75 claim w “shaype the strate-
e emdronment in which China
operates” seally reveals that the
resl purpose of s “Indo-Pacific strat-
i encircle Cliina, he sasl
S ttempt will only dismupt the
ASEAN-rentered, open and inchy
sive Tegiolal cooperation architec-
ture ] Unelermne the overall and
long-term inberests of regionad courn:-
e, s it Paonan] Bofdl, Te acldd.

Mesganding the Ukraine crisss, ©in
saie] it is a tragedy that could have
Do aveicienl, There seems b be “an
ievisdliie Bandd™ pushing for tee peo-
tractbonand escalation of the conflict
anl using the crisis 10 servea certain
geopolitical agenda, h

Chnr
e LTHneine crisis, saying that Cliina
chioses peace over war, dialogoe
over sanctions and cooling down
e situation over feling the fire.

He said that Cliina & not a party
to the crisis and has not provided
‘weapons 1o efther side, The core of
China’s posithon on the Ukeaine cri-
585 B b0 Gacillitabe Pede talks, e sasd.

Noting that conflict, sanctions
and pressure will not solve the prob-
lemn, Qin called for calmness, reason
and dinkogue 0 resolve the crisis.
“The process of pesee talks should
begin & soon as possible. And the
legitimate security concerns of all
parties shoald be respected. This ks
the right way 1o achieve durable
security in Eunope

Pogeign Minkster Qin Gang holds a copy of the Conatitution of the
Paocpie's Republic of Chinawihile answeeing aquestion from the
miedia at a news conterancs hald on the sidelines of the ongcing anmnu-
al eession of the L4th National Pecple's Congress in Bedling on Tussday.
Qin said that, asetipulated n the Constinition, Talwarn is pa of the
sacred temiiory of the PRC, and it ks the lodty duty of theentire Chinese
people, inchiding the compatriots in Tatwean, to accomplish the great
taek of reundfying the motharland. wews ZHMRNGEE ¢ CHNA D8LY
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Deputies participate in the second plenary meeting of the first session of the 14th Matonal People's Congress in Bedjing an
Tussday, wans PHIANGIE S CHING DALY

Nation’s interests safeguarded

MNew laws have helped to enhance State
security, development, top legislator says

By CAOYIN
canyin@chinadeiy.com.en

China’s mnational sovereignty,
seeurity and development interests
Teave been safiguanded over the past
five years as its legislation in this
regan] was fuither strengthenesd,
said a repont delivered on Tuesday
by thie nation’s wop begislo

From 2008 Lo 2022, several new
Lows relating 0 national security
‘were formulated, including the Bio-
seeurity Law, the Data Security Law
and the Land Border Law, acoord-
ing 1o the work report of the
img Commyitbes of the 13D Mati
People’s Congress delivered by L
Fhanshu, chairman of the Liih NPC
Smnding Committee.

President Xi Jinping, who is also
weneral secretary of the Communést
Party of China Central Committes
il chairman of the Ceniral Military
Comimission, attended L mesting
with ather Party and State leaders.

The report, which was submitted
on Tesday for review o the ongo-
ing firal session of the 14th NPC,

o begiskature, said that
soine caler Lows in Ui imedugl-
i TTerrorism Law, the
elligence Law and the
ety Law, were
also revised during the period.
Recalling the top legistature’s dip-
Vottiakic wirk aver tie past five yenrs,
Li said, “A major task in the work is
stepping up o the front Eones of amy
legal, political or diplomatic strggle
whenever the coUMry  requines,
without the slightest hesitation, o
defend China's soOvereignty, securicy
and development interests”
Li said that legislation in foreign-
related felids el Deen sarenghened
over the past five years, with the
enssciment of the Law on Countering
Foreign Sanctions and the Export
Control Law, adiiing that “the legal
system for opposing forelgn sanc-
tions, interferernee and long-arm jur-
indlbcton has also been improved
Divaft bwis o Boreig relalions and
foreign stabe immunity were also
dediberated by the 15th NPC Standing
Committe, accarding to the repart
All of these items of legiskstion

Li Zhanshu, chairrnan of the
Standing Committes of the 13th
HFC, delivers » work report at the
IMESTINg. LI TAD 7 XINHUA

concerning foreign-related  affairs
have provided legal protection for
the interests of the country and its
people, it added.

The work report said that e
Law on International Mutual Legal
Assistance in Criminal Matters was
formulsted and the Criminal Pro-
cedure Law was amended in the

IPR protection sees major progress

By CAD YIN
caoyeie i chinmda iy come.en

Inmweators in China hove besn
Fiven stronger profection over the
past five years, thanks to greater
Judicial efforts in the intelleciial
property rights field, the countrys
o court ankd top procurstorate said.

From 3006 to 2022, Chinese
Judicial authorities strengthened
protection of [P rights to facilitate
innovation-driven  development,
‘with harsher punishments for [P
Infringements, according to work
reports of the Supreme People’s
Procuratorate and the Supreme
Peaples Court

The reports were submitted on
Taesday to the ongoing first session
of the Hth Mational Peoples Con-
gress, the country’s top legislaiure,
for deliberation.

In terms of improving legal ser-
vices for innovation-driven devel-
UL, COUTLS SCT0SS the country
imensified 1P protection of key
technologies and emerging and
major industries, Zhou CQdang,

president of the SPC, said while

Zhow Qlang Zhang Jun
briefing national lawmakers on
the SPC report

According 1o the report, judges
hieard a number of cases involving
high-tech areas such &s 5G com-
munication, new energies, new
maberials and high-end equipment
manutECturing,

Data showed that cours acnoss
the country concluded more than
219 millicn [P cases between 2018
and 2022, up 2211 percent compared
with the previous five-vear period.

Given frequent public complaints
that penalties for [P infringements
were too kew, courts nationwide
Increased punitive damages against
violators, The amount of compensa-

2.19

million

The munber ol [F cases
concluded by courts across the
country between 2018 and 2023,
up 2211 percernt cormpared with
the previous five-year period

153

percent

The amount by which
compensation awarded in [P
infringamant cases Tose in
2023, compared with 2018

tion awarded in IP infringement
cases in 2022 rose by 153 percent
comipared with 2018, the report said.

Orver the past five years, an IP
conirt was established at the Hainan
Free Trade Port in Hainan provinee,
adding to three such courts in Bel-
Jingz, Shanghal and Guangiong prov-
finee, The four courts wiere set up o
handle the rising number of [P cases,

Ser Progress, page 5

Lppmssreoder‘

five-yenr period, providing e legal
menns for pursuing fugitives who
T flex] abvrcnc] anmnl For recovering
stolen

litiom, i series of luws concern-
iy Pkl ry e Wi abso il eand
revisa], which helped to strengthen
the rule of lvw in national defense and
ity development, i said.

It mobed that deputies to s 13t
HNPC had an enbanced awareness of
peerforTRing their duties during their
five-year term, siding that they bet-
ter played their role as an important
bridlge and channel teoagh wikich
the Party and State stay in touch
‘with the people.

While helping depaties o improve
v o perform their duties,
the 13th NPC Standing Committee
also enbanosl it aypscty w lamie
depuities” suggestions and incressed
its commumication with national leg-
islabors, aecondEng 10 the report.

Te e that it isa st wo fully bev-
erage the rode of the people’s congress
SyS1eIm as & crucial instingtienal vehi-
e baitvancs WholeProcess people
deEmOcracy L ensire Ll Le peoples
voies @ be heard in every stage of
the work of the Party and State, from
devision-making and exesution o
verseng implementation.

Institutional
reform draft

plan unveiled

By XU WEI
Fumet rchinadeiy.com_en

China has urmeiled a draft plan for
the biggest reorganization of State
Couneil departments in five years as
part of its broader efforts to bolster
self-reliance in seience and technole-
&y, enhance financial oversight and
protect intellectual property rights.
he draft pl on the institu-
al reform of the State Council,
China’s Cabinet, includes steps to
restructure the Ministry of Sclence
and Technology and the Ministry
of Agriculure and Rural Affairs,
and set up a national administra-
tion for financial regulation — a
financial oversight body.

Bee Plai, page 3
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FIRED
AFTER
YOUTH
CAMP
VIDEO

Los Angeles County
sSUpervisors oust
probation chief over
a series of crises.
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"Two

guilty
in boy’s
death

Mother, boyfriend are
convicted of torture,
murder of 10-year-old
Anthony Avalos.

By JAMES QUEALLY

Anthony Avalos' mother
and her former boyfriend
were convicted of murder
Tuesday in the 2018 death of
the W-year-old, whose short
and tragic life exposed mas-
sive shortcomings in Los
Angeles County's child wel-
fare system.

The defendants, Heather
Barron and Kareem Leiva,

By JAMES QUEALLY
AND REBECCA ELLis

Los Angeles County lead-
ers unanimously voted to
fire Probation Department
Chief Adollo Gonzales on
Tuesday, pledging it would
be the lirst step in an over-
opted to have their case haul of one of the county’s
heard by a judge rather than most troubled departments.
a jury. Los Angeles County The wote brings an
Superior Court Judge Sam abrupt end to Gonzales® tu-
Ohta handed down the ver- multuous two-year term, in
dict after spending six days which the department ca-
reviewing evidence. reened from one crisis to the

Ciira Fenazzr Las Angeles Times
A JUDGE convictad Heather Barron, center, and her former boy friend Kareom Leiva, not pictured, in LS.
court on Tuesday of murder and torture in the 2018 death of her 10-year-old son, Anthony Avalos.

convicted of torturing An-
thony and abusing two of his
siblings, and Ohta upheld a
special circumstances alle-
gation that the couple tor-
tured the boy in the commis-
sion of a murder. Under Cali-
fornia law, they must face a
punishment of life without
parole at a sentencing hear-
ing next month.

showed any
Ohta read the verdict. Some

judge read that Leiva was
guilty of the first count. After
Ohta finished reading the
verdict, Deputy Dist. Atty.
Jonathan Hataml walked
into the gallery and hugged
several of the boy's relatives,
many of whom were erying.

The defendants were also

Melther Barron nor Leiva
reaction as

relatives and victims® rights unprecedented bBlizeard
advocates in the pgallery | rolledin
shouted “yes!” when the But they found them-

“T willl always remember

h us, his aunts,
"oday, 1 feel relief

his aunt,

[See Avalos, AG]

By SuMmMER LiN,
NATHAN SOLIS,
Lune MOoNEY

AND GRACE TOOHEY

Officials knew the San
Bernardino County moun-
tains were going to be hit. by
a bad storm days before an

selves unprepared for the
historic amount of snow and
the disruptions it would
bring. More than 100 inches
of snow fell in back-to-back
storms over the course of a
shutting  down
most mountain roads and
leaving multiple communi-
Anthony as a loving, funny ties stranded, some for
little boy who loved spend-
ing time
his uncles.
that they will finally pay for
what they did,”
Maria Barron, sald during a

few days,

nearly two weeks since.
Some of the snowplows
local officials had available
proved no match for the
massive accumulation of
snow. And because much of

[See Snow, AD]

Storms offer harsh lessons

A RESIDENT runs to get her car Tuesday as a crew prepares to clear Highway
138 in the Valley of Enchantment a week after snowstorms paralyzed the region.

next. During his time at the
helm, the department was
faced with a dire staffing
shortage, troubling findings
from a state oversight body
and allegations of officer
miscomnduct.

County supervisors” frus-
trations with Gonzales ap-
peared to peak in February
after The Times published a
video of officers violently re-
straining a I7-year-old and
revealed that Gonzales over-
rode an internal diseiplinary
board’s recommendation to
fire the main officer in-
wvolved. After The Times” re-
port, a majority of the Board
of Supervisors called for
Gonzales' resignation.

The resignation never ar-
rived.

On Tuesday, board Chair
Janice Hahn said that the ju-
venile halls were in a clear
erisis and that the time had
come for a change at the top.

“The state has found
them unsuitable, and they
are at risk of being shut
down. ¥Youth are being hurt
and are not attending
school,” Hahn sald. “Stafl

[ See Probation, A6]

Inran Kiman Los Angelos Th

GURDEEP SINGH SAGGU, a member of Sikh Motorcyele Club TJSA, takes part in a cross-
country ride to raise awareness about the faith, the target of an alarming increase in hate crimes.

COLUMN ONE

A full-throttle ride against hate

Curious about the motorcyclists in turbans? They want to talk.

By RUBEN VIVES
REFORTING FROM OAK CREEK, WIS,

urdeep Singh Saggu
sat on the carpet of the
Stockton Sikh Temple
prayer hall, staring at
the photographs of the
seven Sikhs killed in a 2012 mass
shooting in Wisconsin.

Across the room, his wife,
Ekdeep, and their sons, 5 and 10,
=at cross-legged, listening to an
¥FBI agent recount how a white
supremacist strode into a Sikh
temple in Oak Creek in search of
victhms._

Until that moment, Saggu's

older son, Akaaldeep, didn't
understand why his father

was joining his motorcyele club
on a2, 700-mile ride to mark the
anniversary ofthe Aug. 5, 202,
massacre.

Saggu, 37, sofll-spoken with a
wiry beard, had been torn about
the trip. The members of Sikh
MMotorcycle Club TUSA had planned
the weeklong ride to Oak Creek Lo
raise awareness about theircul-
ture and faith. Their route would
take them through Arizona, where
it would be unusual to see tur-
baned bikers with black leather
wvests emblazoned with the Sikh
faith symbol. A state where a Sikh

man, mistaken for a Muslim, was
killed in a hate crime four days
after 91

The ride would end Aug. 5in
Oak Creek.

But Saggu hesitated to leave
his family, especially his sons. The
prospect of violence — that the:
could be attacked for their religion
— meant he was always on guard,

Saggu hadn't spent a night
away from them since Akaaldeep's
birth. He drove his boys to school
every day and brought them home
after class to do their homework
He watched over them while his
wife, a teacher, worked.

Earlier [See Road trip, A7]

2 Americans are
rescued, 2 found
dead in Mexico

Authorities are trying
to determine why
they were kidnapped.
One man is in custody.

BY KaTE LINTHICUM
AanND PaTRICE J.
MCcDONNELL

MEXICO CITY — Two of
four U.S. citizens kidnapped
at gunpoint in northern
Mexico last weelk were fournd
dead Tuesday, Mexican au-
thorities said, while two oth-
ers were rescued after an in-
tense manhunt that re-
newed U.S. focus on violence
south of the border.

The Americans were lo-
cated Tuesday morning ina
small wooden house in a
fleld outside the violent bor-
der city of Matamoros, said
Irving Barrios Mojica, the
attormey general of Tamauli-
pas state, Mexican author-
ities detained one suspect,

identified only as Jose
CGuadalupe N.. 24, who they
said was guarding the
house.

The two survivors
Latavia “Tay” McGee and
Eric James Williarr: who
was badly wounded his
left leg — were rushed to the
border in a convoy of ambu-
lances and law enforcement
wehicles and handed over to
U.5. authorities in Browns-
wille, Texas.

The frantic rescue came
four days after unknown
gunmen fired on the tourists
amid a busy stretch of
downtown Matamoros, then
Ioaded them into the back of
a pickup truck and sped
aWay.

The disappearance of the
four friends sparked an in-
ternational incident, with
the FBI launching an inves-
tigation, the White House in-
tervening and some Repub-
lican members of Congress
calling for invading Mexico

[See Mexico, A4]

Biden’s pitech to
save Medicare
President calls for new
taxes on the rich to pre-
serve the health insur-
ance program for people
B#5 and older. NATION, AS

An elected or
appointed post?
Proposed legislation
would change how the
state schools chief is
chosen. CALIFORNIA, Bl

Proposal would
protect workers
After deep job cuts in
the tech industry, a bill
in California offers new
rights. BUSINESS, AB
Weather
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Resurreccion

En unespacio atipico, el Teatro pusoen escena una-
sinfonia de Mahler por los 40 afios de democracia. sas

Un togque de atencidn para
la solucién argentina de los
problemas argentinos

BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA - PRECIC: § 300,00

LaexCiudad Deportivade
Bocaserabarrioy parque

La Justicia anulé un amparo y
habilito los proyectos. ess

La pelea interminable en el Gobierno

Sin nombrarlo, Cristina
acuso a Fernandez de
decir “barbaridades”

Fue poruna conversacidndel Presi-  chnerismo”. Enunactoenel Senado,

PELEA POR LOS FONDOS

LaCiudadle
pideala Corte
que embargue
las cuentas
delaNacion

El Gobierno portefio hizo la pre-
sentacion para tratar de cobrar lo
que ordend un escrito de la Corte
Supremadel ano pasado, cuandao
determind que la Casa Rosada tie-

dente con el dueno de un medio ultra
oficialista. Suvocera admitiola char-

con las Abuelas de Plaza de Mayo, Ricardo Roa
Cristinadijo: “Enun off se dicen bar-

ne que devolver los fondos que le
quitd ala Ciudad paragirarlosala

la, pero desmintid que Ferndndez baridades que después se niegan”. En Macrienlafoto queno esta yque provincia de Buenos Aires. p.10
hubieradicho que sigana laseleccio-  Mardel Plata, el kirchnerismo le va- e
aprietaaMoralesy Larretas

nes “pondria fina 20 afios dekir- cidunactoal Presidente. rs |I"I'I|'JL|BStD alas tarjetas

Larreta anuncié que
no cobraran mas el
tributo en la Capital

MAXI FAILLA

EL PROBLEMA DE LA VIVIENDA

Laofertade
alquileres cae
30% Yy los precios
se disparan

Los propietarios retiran sus propieda-
desdel mercado porque la Ley de Al-
quileres convirtid al negocio en poca
rentable. Muchos prefieren ofrecerlos
aturistas en alquiler temporario. Por
lainflacién, en marzo los inquilinos
deben pagar hasta un 90% mds.p.32

LOMAS DE ZAMORA

Barrasde Los Andes

\
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I
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¥
“
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Abrié Expoagro, la gran muestradel campo

. , e o . . N _ se enfrentana
Reline a mas de 600 expositores que recibiran a los visitantes hasta el viernes en San Nicolas. De Pedro dijo que “es necesario .
volver a uniral peronismo con el campo’. Las productores mostraron su preocupacion por la sequia, que podria agravarse. p1g tiros fl'ente d la
escuela del club

VIAJARON POR UNA LIPOASPIRACION . i ' i3 ' v g
Cuatro amigos viajaron desde Caroli- v asesinoadosde ellos porque los No hubo heridos, pero si panico

México- narcos nadel Sur hasta México porque una confundié con integrantes de un car- entre los chicos que salian del cole-

i * deellasqueria hacerse una cirugiaes- tel rival. LaCasa Blanca considerd gio y tuvieron que corTer para esca-

dasesindana dﬂs tética, queesmdsbarataqueen Esta-  “inaceptable” el secuestroy exigit que par alasbalas. Hace una semana

dos Unidos. Cuandocruzaron lafron- el gobierno de Andrés Manuel Lopez hubo elecciones en el club que gand

el sindicalista Omar Plaini. p.az

estaﬂ(lllnldenses tera un grupode narcos los secuestrd Obrador “haga justicia’. ra2z
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owell told lawmakers

that the Fed would con-
sider raising interest rates by
a larger half percentage point
this month and was likely
to lift them higher than pre-
viously expected this year
to cool an economy that has
shown surprising AL

+ Yields on shorter-term

.S, 'I‘reasurys climbed to
new milestones after the Fed
chairman’s remarks. Stocks
fell, with the S&P 500, Dow
and Nasdaq losing 1.5%, 1.7%
and 1.2%, respectively. B1, Bl
# The FTC has demanded
that Twitter turn over in-
ternal communications re-
lated to owner Musk as
well as detailed informa-
tion about layoffs, -
ments viewed by The Wall
Street Journal show. Al

# The Justice Department
filed a lawsuit seeking to
block JetBlue from merging
with Spirit, saying the deal
would stifle competition amnd
lead to higher fares for tens
of millions of travelers. Al

# Binance's American af-
filiate won court approval to
take over thousands of cus-
tomer accounts from bank-
rupt crypto platform Voy-
ager despite warnings the
Binance.US exchange faces
possible regulatory action. BL
# The NTSE said it opened
a special investigation into
Norfolk Southern in con-
nection with recent derail-
ments and fatal accidents in
the railroad's operations. Ad

# The German government
launched a review of the

of a broader revamp of its
relationship with China. B4

World- Wide
e e

# China’s foreign minister
warned that the US. strat-
egy toward China risked
plhunging the countries into
a conflict, in remarks a day
after Xi unleashed a similar
werbal salvo at Washington,
signaling a deepening rift be-
tween the two powers. Al, A9

#+ Biden's budget blueprint
will propose extending the
solvency of a key Medicare
trust fund by at least 25
vears, according to the White
House, in part by increasing
tax rates on people earning
over $400,00:) a vear. Ad

+ Ukraine urged residents
of Kherson to evacuate amid
an uptick in Russian attacks
in the southern city, while
pressure grew on Ukraine
to vacate the besieged
eastern city of Bakhmut., AS

+ Two Americans were
found dead and two were
rescued in the Mexican city
of Matamoros after their Fri-
day trip across the border
turned deadly in an ambush
amhﬂnnppr\ghygumnmns
* A SO O
senators introduced a blll
to address threats posed by
technology based in adver-
sary countries, including the
TikTok video-: ing app. A%
# Six Palestinian men were
killed in the West Bank city
of Jenin during an Israeli mil-
itary raid pursuing a Hamas
operative suspected of fatally
shooting two Israeli brothers
last week, Israeli and Pales-
tinian authorities said. A18

+ The U.5. plans to lift
Cowid testing requirements
on travelers from China on
Friday, according to people
familiar with the matter. A9
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Fed Explores Faster Rate Increases

AL DRAGD,'BLOOMEERG

Fed Chair Jerome Powell before his Senate committee testimony Tuesday, where he discussed central-bank policy.

Stock prices decline as
Powell opens door to a
half-point rise in March
to help cool economy

By Nick TIMIEAGS

WASHINGTON —Chair Je-
rome Powell said the Federal
Reserve would consider rais-
ing interest rates by a larger
half percentage point this
month and was likely to lift
rates higher than previously
expected this vear to cool an
economy that has shown sur-
prising strength.

Mr. Powell’s comments to
lawmakers Tuesday laid the
groundwork for a notable shift
in tactics to reduce price pres-
sures. He said hotter inflation
and hiring could lead central-
bank officials to alter their re-
cently adopted strategy of
raising rates in smaller quar-
ter-polnt increments.

“The latest economic data
have come in stronger than
expected, which suggests that
the ultimate level of interest

Please furn topage A2

# Rising rates sgueeze towns,

SCHOO! dRSEICES e - AZ
# Short-term yields reach 2
milestona.... ... SR — =38

FTC Twitter Probe
Demanded Musk

Internal Messages

By RYAN TRACY

WASHINGTON—The Federal
Trade Commission has de-
manded Twitter Inc. turn over
internal communications re-
lated to owner Elon Musk, as
well as detailed information
about layoffs —citing concerns
that staff reductions could
compromise the company’s
ability to protect users, docu-
ments wiewed by The Wall
Street Jouwrnal show.

In 12 letters sent to Twitter

FTC also asked the company to
identify all journalists granted
access to company records and
to prowvide information about
the launch of the revamped
Twitter Blue subscription ser-
vice, the documents show.

The FTC also is secking to
depose Mr. Musk in connec-
tion with the probe.

We are concermed these
staff reductions impact Twit-
ter's ability to protect con-

Please furn fo page A&

U.S.-China Relations Fray
As Xi Escalates Rhetoric

By James T. AREDDY
Anp CaarLes HurzLER

Harsh new verbal attacks
on the U.S. by Beijing's top
leadership demonstrate just
how unsteady relations have
become between the world’s
WO Major powers.

Just a few weeks ago, China
arnd the LS. were tiptoeing to-
ward something akin to a dip-
lomatic cease-fire. President
Biden’s envoy was due in Bei-
jing to craft a possible frame-
work for high-level govern-
ment-to-government dialogues
and stabilize ties after years of

surveillance balloon was de-
tected crossing Morth America,
casting & new shadow over re-
lations, The fence-mending trip
was postponed and relations
between the two powers hawve
plunged further into a spiral of
recrimination and tension.
This week, China’s leader,
Xi Jinping, and his foreign
minister accused Washington
of suppressing China's dewel-
opment and driving the two
countries toward conflict.
“Everything the other side
does is seen as negative and
done with evil intention,” said
Suisheng Zhao, a China for-

the Cold War mentality.”

Mr. Xi elevated the rhetori-
cal tension with an accusation
straight out of that bygone
era. China, Mr. Xi charged,
faces “all-round containment,
encirclement and suppression™
at the hands of Western na-
tions in league with the US.

On Tuesday, his new for-
eign minister, Qin Gang, fol-
lowed up with a warning that
unless the U.5. changes
course, “there will surely be

Please turn fo page A9

# Chinese foreign minister
criticizes US._.

and its lawyers since Nr.  # Musk says he is optimistic bitterness. eign-policy specialist at the # Beijing moves to furthEr
Musks Oct. 27 takeover, the about Twitter's future......_ Then, a suspected Chinese University of Denver. “That is centralize government..._. A%
> . China's imports and exports, i
How Google’s Caution on Al Ramac fromane yea: carier Chinese
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Blocked from releasing a powerful chatbot, researchers resigned

By MiLEs KRUFPA AND SAM SCHECHNER

Maore than two years ago, a palr of Google
researchers started pushing the company to
release a chatbot built on technology more
powerful than anything else available at the
time. The conversational computer program
they had developed could confidently debate
philosophy and banter about its favorite TV
shows, while improvising puns about cows

and horses.

The researchers, Daniel De Freitas and
Moam Shazeer, told colleagues that chatbaots
like theirs, supercharged by recent advances

the way people searched the internet and in-
teracted with computers, according to peo-
ple who heard the remarks.

They pushed Google to give access to the
chatbot to outside researchers, tried to get it
integrated into the Google Assistant virtual
helper and later asked for Google to make a
public demo available.

Google executives rebuffed them at moualti-
ple turns, saying in at least one instance that

the program didn’t meet company standards

in artificial intelligence, would revolutionize

for the safety and fairness of AT systems, the
people said. The pair guit in 2021 to start
their own company to work on similar tech-
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Exports from
China fell 6.8% In
the first two
months of 2023

Exports  from a year earlier,
—-6.8% extending a string
Jan-Feh, of year-over-year

declines stretching
back to October
and complicating
Beijing's efforts to
julce an econormy
still reeling from
three years of
stringent 'zero
Cowid' rules. A9
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Parents Opt for the Magic
Kingdom Over Math Class

=
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To dodge high costs and crowds, parents

take kids out of school to go to Disney

By Jacos Passy

Some parents hawve found a
shorteut to save money and
dodge crowds on family vaca-
tions: They enjoy a break
wihile all the other kids
are stuck in class—
and perhaps frame
Mickey Mouse as ed-
ucational.

Airfare and hotel c:
prices are high right
now, particularty for pop-
ular travel dates around
spring break or summer
vacation. Sightseers
are back in force. To
circumvent the added
cost and headaches,
families are

opting to pull

Far-afield
rrip

their children out of schaaol for
rips.

Amanda Howard and her
husband spent more than 10
months planning a getaway

with their four daughters
o Walt Disney World
in Florida. They de-
cided to wisit the
week after Thanks-
giving rather than
during the holiday
break in the hopes of
encountering shorter lines
and cooler weather,

To go on the trip, Ms.
Howard says she filled
cut forms that school
officials needed to ap-

many prove for each of her children.
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Allegations of sexual

assault by star chess

player raise guestions
for federation. ala

BUSINESS & FINANCE
Lego widens lead over
rivals Mattel, Hasbrao,
reporting 17% rise in
sales for 2022 B1

DOJ Sues to Block
JetBlue-Spirit Deal

BY DavE MICHAELS
AND ANDREW TANGEL

The Justice Department
filed a lawsuit seeking ta block
JetBlue Airways Corp. from
merging with Spirit Airlines
Inc., arguing the deal would
stifle competition and lead to
higher fares for tens of mil-
lions of trawvelers.

Justice Department officials
said JetBlue's proposed take-
over would exacerbate concen-
tration in the U.S. airdine indus-
ry, eliminating the country’s
largest ultra-low-cost competi-
tor to major carriers and re-
ducing awvailable capacity.

“If allowed to proceed, this
merger will limit choices and
drive up ticket prices for pas-
sengers across the country,”
U.S. Attorney General Merrick
Garland said at a news confer-

ence on Tuesday. The District
of Columbia and the states of
New York and Massachusetts
joined the federal zovern-
ment’s lawsuit, filed in federal
court in Massachusetts.
JetBlue and Spirit said that
they would fight the Justice
Department’s lawsuit and that
their merger would increase
competition among major air-
lines and benefit air travelers.
“Customers deserve a com-
petitive airline marketplace
and we will pursue this
merger to ensure they get ir,™
JetBlue Chief Executive Robin
Hayes said in a statement.
JetBlue and Spirit agreed to
comhbine last year in a $3.8 hil-
lion deal that aims to create
the fifth-largest airline in the
U.S. Executives for the compa-
nies have said folding Spirit's
Please turn topage AIQ
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Striking French workers:
y/ . ‘ [ .f'?'

Pro-Kyiv
group is

suspect in
bombings

Official says individuals
had discussed carrying
oul Nord Stream atlacks

BY SHANE HARRIS,
Sovap MEKHENNET,
GrREG MILLER
AND MICHAEL BIRNBALM

Intelligence and diplomatic of-
ficials in the United States and
Europe suspect that pro-Ukraine
sabotenrs may be responsible for
explosions in September that se-
verely damaged the Nord Stream
matural gas pipelines, an attack
that could erode support for
Ukraine among the Western na-
tions that have come to its defense
aguinst Russia.

‘Questions about Ukrainian eul-
pability first surfaced last year
when investigators found no evi-
dence to directly tie the attacks to
the Kussian government. Within
days of the three undersea explo-
sions on Sept. 26, officials in
Washington and Eoropean capi-
tals had publicly pointed the fin-
ger at the Kremlin.

As the weeks wore on, no evi-
denes vo support that claim mate-
rialized, according to multiple of-
ficials familiar with ongoing in-
vestigations and intelligence re-
views. But officials in several
eountries sald Ukraine could have
been motivated to attack the pipe-
lines o stiffen Western resclve in
the face of Russian aggression,

SEE NORD STREAM ON A7

Russian oligarchs: Study suggests
going after wealth managiers. AL2

Fox News
documents
in suit show
Trump rift

For years, Fox Mews executives
and hosts cultivated a close rela-
tionship with Donald Tromp, But
after he lost the 2020 presidential
election and turned his back on
the network — inspiring many
once-loyal viewers to do the same
— the relationship curdled.

And  the ensuing pressure
caused tension, second-guessing
and infight within Fox on the
scale of an “existential crisis,” as
one senior executive called it, a
cacheof internal communications
meleased Tuesday as part of a
#16 billion defamation lawsuit
indicates.

“Wieare very, very chose to being
able to ignore Trump most nights”
prime-time host Tacker lzon
texted o colleague on Jan. 4, 2021,
“I truly can't wait.”

Carlson, who had shared pri-
vate meetings with the president
and defended on-air, added in
a text: “1 hate him passionately. ...
What he’s good at destroving
things. He's the undisputed world

SEEFOX O A6

GOP blasts Carlson: Senators
decry Fox host's twist on Jan. 6. AB
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Democracy Dies in Darkness

Non, it's not ‘laziness’

WEDNESDAY,

LAURENT CIPRIAN ASSOCISTED

A musician performs in Lyon during a new round of nationwide protests against President Emmanuel Macron's
plan to raise the retivement age from 62 to 64, The government counted 1.28 million protesters Tuesday. But their
numbers and cause don’t always dreaw sympathy from a world that thinks French workers have it easy. Story, A8

FBI, DOD immersed in faci

BY DREW HARWELL

The FBI and the Defense Dhe-
partment were actively involved
in research and development of
facial recopnition software that
they hoped could be used to iden-
tify people from video footage
captured by street cameras and
flying drones, according to thou-
sands of pages of internal docu-
ments that provide new details
about the governments ambi-
tions to build out a powerful tool
for advanced surveillance.

Files reveal their hand in
ademic work that

could aid surveillance

The documents, revealed in re-
sponse to an ongoing Freedom of
Information  Act  lawsuit  the
American Civil Liberties Union
filed against the FBI, show how
closely FBI and Defense officials
worked with academic research-

ers o refine artificial-intelligence
technigues that could help in the
identification or tracking of
Americans withouat their aware-
ness or consent,

Many of the records relate to
the Janus program, a project
funded by the Intelligence Ad-
vanced Research Projects Agency,
or LARPA, the high-level research
arm of the U5, intelligence com-
munity modeled after the Penta-
mon's Defense Advanced Research
Projects Agency, known as DAR-
PA.

al recognition research

Program leaders worked with
FBI szcientists and some of the
nation's leading computer-vision
experts to design and test soft-
weare that would quiskly and aceu-
rately process the “truly unecon-
straimed face imagery” recorded
by surveillance cameras in public
places, including subway stations
and street corners, according to
the documents, which the ACLLT

SEEFBI ON ALG

TikTok troubles: Commerce could
get power o ban foraign apps. ALG

Amazon belt-tightening pinches towns across U.S.

The company’s D.C.-area pullback is far from its only development project facing delay or cancellation

EY CARDLINE O DONOVAN

Last year. Amaron planned to
open a new warehouse in Flori-
da's state capital, creating 1L000
johs. The company bought up so
much concrete and acquired so
many sprinter vans in anticipa-
tion of the project that local busi-
ness owners say the city tempo-
rarily ran out.

But the Tallahassee project stll
hasn't opened.

“The big dog’s going to eat first
and the puppies get the crumbs.
That seems to be the thought”
said  Bill Prowtor, a  county
commissioner whos concerned
that local government promised
§2 million in tax breaks in ex-
change for little progress. “1 just
don’t want my community o get
played.”

For yvears, Amazon has been in
super growth mode, expandingits
workforee by tens of thousands of
employees each year and opening
dozens of warehouses, delivery
wenters, corporate offices, data
centers and other facilities that
allowr it to get packages to custom-
s’ doors injust a day or two,

As part of that grovwth, commu-
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A newly renovated office building is an early part of A secomd
Amaron said last week that it will pause constroction of some buildin
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Kidnap
victims
dead

SURVIVORS TAKEN
TO U.S. BORDER

Mexican cartel’s motive
unclear; suspect detained

By KEVIN SIEFF,
PAULINA VILLEGAS,
Ben BRASCH
AND LEO SaNDs

MEXICO CITY — Two of the four
Americans who were kidnapped
in northemn Mexico last week were
found dead Tuesday, officials said,
in a case that has sharpened the
LS forus on insecurity across the
‘border and the ease with which
armed groups aperate just yards
from the Rio Grande.

On Friday, four friends from
South Carclina crossed  from
Brownsvilke, Tex., to the border
city of Matamoros, where one
planned to undergo a cosmetic
procedure, Their white minivan
almost immediately came under
gunfire; armed men in black with
protective vests and rifles foreed
or dragmed them into a white pick-
up truck, a grisly scene captured
on video by a bystander,

In the days that followed, the
victims were moved among at
least three different locations by
cartel members, said the gowernor
of Tamanlipas state, Américo Vil-
larreal,

By the time Mexican security
forees located them in a “wooden

SEE KIDNAPPING ON AS

Biden
issues plan
to stabilize
Medicare

BY JEFF STEIN

The White House on Tuesday
proposed raising taxes on Ameri-
cans  earning  more  than
5400000 and reducing what
Medicare pays for prescription
drugs inan attempt to ensure that
the health-care program for sen-
lors is funded for the next two
decades, challenging  Republi-
cans over an imminent funding
crisis.

Az forecasters warn that a key
Medicare trust fund will run into
major financial problems within
five years, the administration
jut d three key changes —
incleding the tax hike and new
rules to reduce preseription drug
‘costs — tobolster the program for
at least 25 years.

Roughly 60 million seniors de-
pend on Medicare for their health
insurance. Because the program
is spending money at a much
faster clip than it brings in fund-
ing, it faces automatic federal
cuts starting in 2028, ruising the
nightmare scenario of medical

SEE MEDICARE ON AZ0

Budget brawl: House GOP rails
against Biden's fiacal plan. A20
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Sweet and festive
These coconst truffles
are a colorful way 1o
celebrate Holl, the Hindu
spring festival. E1

STYLE

A lucid approach
Frep. Ruben Gallego isn't
shy about addressing his
Irag War PTSD. 61

A federal gramnd jury
charged a D.C. police
sergeant with second-
degree murder in the
on-duty fatal shooting
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