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ingering inflation and
fears of higher interest
rates lifted the 10-year
Treasury yield above 4%
on Wednesday, marking a
fresh acceleration for a his-
toric bond-market rout. Al
#* The S&P 500 and Nasdag
fell 0.5% and 0.7%., respec-
tively, as manufacturing
data came in stronger than
expected, while the Dow
eked out a 0.02% gain. B11

+ Demand for U.S. workers
shows signs of slowing, a
long-anticipated develop-
ment that is appearing
private-sector job postings
even while government re-
ports indicate the labor
market is running hot. Al

# Salesforce forecast in-
creased profitability this
fiscal year as the busi-
ness-software provider
deals with activist share-
holders focused on the com-
pany’s spending levels. BL

# Missing financier Fan Bao
has been detained by Chi-

nese authorities in connec-
tion with a cormuption inves-
tigation targeting a former

president of China Renais-
sance, according to people
familiar with the matter. B1

# The founder of telehealth
provider Ontrak was charged
in a first-of-its-kind criminal
insider-trading case, with
prosecutors alleging he sold
millions of dollars worth of
stock while misusing a pre-
arranged trading plan. Bl
# Tesla sought to quell
shareholder concerns about
the depth of its leadership
team, calling on a range of
Musk lieutenants at an in-
westor event to lay out the
company’s path ahead. B4
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+ Russian forces pressed
their offensive around
Bakhmut in an effort to sur-
round the eastern Ukrainian
city that for months has
een the site of the hloodi-
est fighting in Russia’s slow-
moving invasion. Al, A9

# China’s Xi welcomed
Belarusian leader Lukash-
enko, Moscow’s closest
ally, to talks in Beijing. A8

+ A larger share of peo-
ple are being diagnosed
with colorectal cancer at a
vounger age and at a more
dangerous stage of the dis-
ease, a report showed, and
doctors aren't sure why. Al

# The Senate voted 50-46
to overturn a Biden adminis-
tration regulation that would
allow retirement-plan man-
agers to consider climate
change and other factors
when they make i

decisions, setting up what
could be Biden’s first veto. Ad

+# Eli Lilly, facing pressure
to curb diabetes-treatment

costs, will cut the list prices
for its most commonly pre-

scribed insulin products by

70% and take other steps to
make it easier for patients

to afford the drugs. A6

# The illness known as Ha-
wana Syndrome reported by
LS. intelligence and other
officials overseas was un-
likely to have been the work
ofa

ing Americans, i tor
a U.S. intelligence report. A3

in their state, proposing legis-
Eation that would subject rail-
roads to new safety rules, Ad
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CRUSHED: Greece's infrastructure and transport mil
ple crashed into a freight train on Tuesday night, killing at least 38 people and injuring more than 80. AB

Robust U.S. Labor Market
Shows Fresh Signs of Cooling

By Jon HILSENRATH
Ann Bryan Mena

Demand for U.S. workers
shows signs of slowing. a long-
anticipated development that
is appearing in private-sector
job postings ewven while gowv-
ermment reports indicate the
labor market is running hot.

Figures from ZipRecruiter
Inc. and Reeruit Holdings Co.,

two large online recruiting
companies, show the number
of job postings on private hir-
ing sites declined more late
last year than the Labor De-
partment report on job open-
ings for that period indicated.
The companies report avail-
able jobs fell further this year,
potentially foretelling a drop
in openings in coming Labor
Department reports and a

nister resigned Wednesday after a trai

slovwdown in hiring this vear.

Investors recently ham-
mered shares of those compa-
nies after disappointing earn-
ings reports.

Robust government data on
job openings and hiring are
among the reasons Federal Re-
serve officials believe the U.S.
economy is overheated,
ing high inflation. Fed offi
are raising interest rates in an

in carrying several hundred peo-

attempt to slow growth and
reduce price pressures. If gowv-
ernment reports move in line
with the recruitment business,
Fed officials could feel less
pPressure to move aggressively.
The Labor Department is
scheduled next week to report
job-opening figures for Janu-
ary and payrolls for February.
Openings Tose in December
Please turn fopage A2

Inflation
Worries
Drive Up
Treasury
Yields

Rates on 10-year notes
touch 4% mark for first
time since November
as bonds are routed

By MatT GROsSsMaN

Lingering inflation and fears
of higher interest rates lifted
the 10-year Treasury yield
above 4% on Wednesday, mark-
ing a fresh acceleration for a
historic bond-market rout.

The climb carried the key
measure of borrowing costs
back towsard the decade-plus
highs reached last yvear. Spur-
ring the most recent leg is a
run of strong economic data
that dashed hopes inflation
will rapidly slow to near the
Federal Reserve's 2% target.
Yields topped 4% Wednesday
morning after a slightly stron-
ger-than-expected survey of
manufacturing activity.

Rising yields lift borrowing
costs for consumers and com-
panies, and hurt the prices of
other investments by offering
steady payouts with lower risk.

The climb in vields has buf-
feted major stock indexes,
with the S&P 500 losing
around 2.6% in February.

Bets that inflation would rap-
idly decline had stalled a year-
long bond rout in Novermber and
powered a rebound in stocks.
But price pressures hawve lin-
gered, pushing the Fed toward
holding rates higher for longer
than traders had expected.

“We're left with a world

Please turn to page A4

# S&P ticks down as data point
to factory rebound ... BI1

Putin’s Propaganda

Fuels War

By Evan GERSHKOVICH

PEKOV, Russia—aA jackham-
mer pounded the frozen
ground on a recent afternoon
as gravedigegers uncowvered
fresh soil to provide the rest-
ing place for the body of a Rus-
sian soldier killed in Ukraine,

At the Vvbuty village ceme-
tery in the western region of
Pskow, the digging, the men
said, has become a near daily
job. But even as the fatalities
rise—Western officials esti-
mate nearly 200,000 Russians
have been killed or wounded
in Ukraine—there is little re-
sistance in places such as
Pskov to Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s invasion.

Instead, Mr. Putin's use of
state oppression and relentless
nationalist propaganda has se-

Support

cured the acquiescence to the
war of most Russians, for
whom the military offers a rare
escape from the crushing pov-
erty still widespread outside
Moscow and St. Petersburg,
Mr. Putins claim that the
war in Ukraine is meant to
protect Russia from an aggres-
sive West is felt wividly
in Pskow, home to an elite
paratrooper division 35 miles
from Latvia and Estonia, both
members of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization.
“Look at our history. Russia
Please furn fo page A9

#+ Russia Intensifies Bakhmut
attacks....... E et ARy S A

# Beijing's weapons would aid
Moscow war effort. ... A9

#+ Xi welcomes Belarus president,
a key PUtn Al AS

China Economy
Picks Up Pace
Economic activity in China

expanded sharply for a
second straight month. AB

Purchasing managers indexes
for China

W Manufacturing
B Nom-manufacturing
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Colorectal Cancer
Rates Are Rising
In Younger People

By BRIANNA ABROTT

A larger share of people are
being diagnosed with colorec-
tal cancer at a younger age and
at a more dangerous stage of
the disease, a report showed.
Doctors aren't sure why.

The American Cancer Soci-
ety said Wednesday that about
20% of new colorectal cancer
diagnoses were in patients un-
der 55 in 2018, compared with
1% in 1995, Some 60% of new
colorectal cancers in 2019
were diagnosed at advanced
stages, the research and advo-
cacy group sald, compared
with 52% in the mid-2000s
and 57% in 1995, before

screening was widespread.

Cases and death rates for
colorectal cancer have contin-
wed a decadeslong decline
overall thanks to screening,
better treatments and reduc-
tions in risk factors such as
the ACS report’s au-
id. But the shift of the
burden toward younger people
and diagnoses at more ad-
vanced stages has oncologists
on alert.

“The improvements have
slowed, and they've slowed
because of this opposite trend
weTe seeing in young people,”™
sald Kimmie Mg, director of
the Young-Onset Colorectal

Ploase furn fo page A&

Pulp Fiction?
Nope, It’s a
Police Blotter

‘Rat-a-tat-tat!!!’
go the “sleuths’
of the Kenyan FBI

By MicuHael M. PHILLIFS

MNAIROEI—As a young teen,
Mike Mugo would surrepti-
tiously read crime novels from
his father's collection, lured by
tales of tough-talking detec-
tives and ruthless crooks and
the gorgeous women whose
pictures graced the paperback
covers.

Which explains why Kenyan
police crime reports read like
1940s pulp fiction.

Inspector Mugo, now 38
years old and head of commu-
nications for the Directorate of
Criminal Investigations, is try-
ing to soften the branch’s im-
age by publicizing its suc-

Flease furn topage A7

By CHRISTOPHER WEAVER

For years, the U.S. Postal
Service has faced competi-
tion from the likes of United
Parcel Service Inc. and FedEx
Corp. To fight them off, it
hired outside trucking com-
panies at cut-rate prices, re-
guired them to meet aggres-
sive schedules and then
looked the other way when
they ran afoul of highway
safety rules, a Wall Street
Journal investigation found.
he result has been
deadly. Postal contractors
have been involved in at
least 68 fatal crashes that
killed 79 people in the past
three years, according to po-
lice crash and inspection re-
cords.

Mearly 50 long-haul truck-
ing contractors that moved

Dangerous Trucks

Haul U.S. Mail

USPS pays low rates, sets tight schedules

mail for the Postal Service
had safety records so poor
that another arm of the fed-
eral government, the Trans-
portation Department, put
them on probation, DOT data
show,

Particularly common
among the postal contrac-
tors were violations of DOT
rules meant to guard against
fatigue by limiting how
many hours truckers can
drive. About 39% of trucking
companies that hauled U.S_
mail busted those limits and
related rules at a rate DOT
saws raises red flags, com-
pared with 13% of for-hire
trucking firms that were in-
spected during the time pe-
riod, a Jowrnal analysis of
DOT scoring data covering
2021 and 2022 found.

Please turn topage AIQ

Salesforce.
#1 CRM.

Ranked #1 for CRM Applications based on
IDC 2022 H1 Revenue Market Share Worldwide.
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GIVE YOUR BRAIN A WORKOUT WITH EXTRA PUZZLES

Tax diversification can help
with retirement savings

Tips on how to vary your portfolio and what I
types of accounts to consider. In Money

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

Director Christopher Wray says the
FBI has assessed that the COVID-19
pandemic’s origin was “maost likely a
potential lab incident™ in Wuhamn,
China. MANDEL NGAN/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Secretive

‘Z Division’
seeks origin
of COVID

Biosecurity mission
born in aftermath of 9/1

Michael Collins and Josh Meyer
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — Tucked away in a
secretive office, a little-known team of
Eovernment scientists began looking
into al-Qaida and the possibility of a
biological weapons attack after terror-
ists exposed a “gaping hole” in national
security on Sept. 11, 200L

Known simply as the “Z Division,”
the team was established in the U.S.
Department of Energy to help intelli-
gence agencies understand the signif-
icance of Soviet nuclear weapons
tests. But the 9/11 terrorist attacks
wiould change its mission.

Two decades later, the Z Division
finds itself in the middle of a storm as it
tries to answer the question scientists,
doctors and ordinary Americans are
asking about the roots of the COVID-19
pandemic: How did it happen?®

A new classified intelligence report
prepared by experts from the Energy
Department’s national laboratory
complex, including scientists in the Z
Division, concluded the pandemic
probably started with an unintention-
al laboratory leak in Wuhan, China.
The findings have been sent to White
House and key members of Congress,
according to The Wall Street Journal,
which first reported the news.

The report has ignited a backlash
against the Biden administration from
members of the scientific commumnity
and elsewhere who are pushing the ar-
gument that the wirus most likely
emerged through natural means, such
as animal-to-human transmission.

The White House hasn’t endorsed
the Energy Department’s findings, not-
ing there is still disagreement across
the government on the virus' origins.

Four agencies within the intelli-
gence community have concluded
with “low confidence” that the wvirus
was initially transmitted from an ani-
mal to a human, according to a report
by the director of national intelligence
in October 2021. A fifth intelligence
agency believed with “moderate” con-
fidence that the first human infection
was linked to a lab.

FBI Director Christopher Wray said
late Tuesday that the bureau — one of

See Z DIVISION, Page 5A
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NFL draft prospect Carter
wanted over fatal crash

Georgia football player and recruiting staffer
killed in January. In Sports

Head-on train
collision kills
scores in Greece

PULARL R R TRl

At least three cars burst into flames after the trains collided at high speed

LR

late Tuesday in northern Greece, authorities said. PHOTOS BY GlANMNIS PARPANIKOS/ AP

‘People screaming, people trapped’
in wreckage; transport chief resigns

John Bacon
USA TODAY

The death toll rose to at least 38 and
a rail worker was arrested Wednesday
after the fiery head-on collision of pas-
senger and freight trains near the town
of Tempe in northern Greece.

More than 80 people were injured,
and the Greek govermnment declared
three days of national mourning.

Rail operator Hellenic Train said the
passenger train was traveling from
Athens to Thessaloniki, Greece’s sec-
ond-largest city and a popular tourist
destination that describes itself as the
“gateway to the Aegean Sea.” The train
carried more than 300 people, includ-
ing many university students return-
ing home from Carnival, a three-day
national party that precedes the Chris-
tian season of Lent.

Multiple cars derailed and at least
three burst into flames after the two
trains ran into each other at high speed
just before midnight Tuesday, authori-
ties said. Rescue crews spent hours
combing through the wreckage, listen-
ing for the calls of survivors. Cranes
were brought in to peel away layers of

twisted, burned steel.

Eight rail workers died, including
the two drivers of the freight train and
the two drivers of the passenger train,
Greek Railroad Workers Union Presi-
dent Yannis Nitsas said. Greece's fire-
fighting service said nearly 60 people
were in the hospital late Wednesday,
including six in intensive care.

Greek Transport Minister Kostas
Karamanlis resigned Wednesday, say-
ing he felt it was his duty to step down.
The stationmaster in the Greek city of
Larissa, near where the trains collided,
has been charged with manslaughter
and grievous bodily harm by negli-
gence, police said. The stationmaster,
who is in charge of signaling, denies
wrongdoing, the BBC reported.

Some survivors said the collision
felt like an earthquake.

“We heard a big bang” Stergios
Minenis, 28, who jumped to safety
from the wreckage, told Reuters.
“Then there was panic. Cables, fire.”

He desecribed 10 to 15 seconds of
chaos amid dangling cables, broken
windows and flames — “people
screaming, people trapped.”

Contributing: The Associated Press

Firefighters
search
though the
wreckage
early
Wednesday.
The
passenger
train carried
more than
300 people,
including
many
university
students.
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IN LIFE

‘Mandalorian’:
Deeper ties
and learning
curves ahead

Season 32 continues to
explore father/son bond
between Mando and
Grogu as they navigate
new situations and run
into old allies. In Life

Eli Lilly

cuts price
of insulin
up to 70%

Reductions, caps will
take effect this vear

Ken Alltucker
usa TODAY

Eli Lilly and Co. said it will cut prices
of its most commonly prescribed in-
sulins up to 70% and expand a pro-
gram that limits out-of-pocket month-
ly costs for some consumers.

The Indianapolis drugmaker’s price
cuts and discounts for insulin come as
federal and state lawmakers and pa-
tient advocates pressure drug compa-
nies and health insurers to improve
affordability for the lifesaving medica-
tion used by millions of Americans.

“The aggressive price cuts we're an-
nouncing today should make a real dif-
ference for Americans with diabetes,”
said Lilly Chair and CEO David Ricks.

‘i

An estimated 8.4 million Americans
rely on insulin to treat their diabetes,
but a study last year found more than
1.3 million adults skipped, delayed or
rationed doses because of the cost.

JOHMN DAVID MERCER/USA TODAY SPORTS

Lilly wvill cut list prices by T0% for
the fast-acting injectable Humalog,
the company’'s most commonly pre-
scribed insulin. Lilly also will discount
an older fast-acting drug, Humulin.

» The list price for Humalog U-100,
10 mL wvial will drop from $274.70 to
F66.40.

» The list price for Humulin U-100,
10 mL wvials will drop from $148.70 to
544 61

The price changes will take effect
between Oct. 1 and Dec. 31 Lilly also
will reduce the price of its nonbrand-
ed, fast-acting insulin to $25 a wial,
effective May 1.

On April 1, Lilly also will launch a
biosimilar to Sanofi's Lantus that will
be a less expensive wersion of the
long-acting insulin. The new drug,
Rezvoglar, will be interchangeable
with Lantus, which means a pharma-
cist can substitute the drug without a
new prescription. Rezvoglar will cost
592 per five-pack of KwikPens, a 78%
discount to Lantus, Lilly said.

See INSULIN, Page 5A

Women in Congress

in a month that celebrates
women in history, we take a look
at Capitol Hill to see the strides
women hawve made in politics
and the gender disparity that
remains. Visual explainer, 3A

PREVIREADER |

PRINTED AND




FINANCIAL TIMES

THURSDAY I MARCH 2073

=Y

BIG READ, PAGE 13

INTERNATIONAL

Will salary rises prolong high inflation?

NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR

USA $2.50 Canada C53.00

US-China cold war threatens global health

EDWARD LUCE, PAGE 15

Thumbs up
Tinubu edges
Nigeria poll

Bola Tinubu, centre, celebrates In Abuja
yesterday after winning Nigeria's
presidential election.

Opposition parties, which have called
the election a tham, are demanding a
rerun for Nigeria's closest election since
the end of military rule in 1999,

Timusbe, the 70 year-old former Lagos
governor, waon 8 8mn votes, just over a
third of the total, to defeat main rival
Atiku Abubakar. Abubakar secured
Tmn votes, failing in his sixth bid to
become Nigeria’s president. Peter Obi,
backed by many urban, middle-class
voters, came third with 6. 1mn votes,
taking the capital Abuja and 11 states,
inclading Tnubu's bome state of Lagos.

Tinubu, whom critics have acoused of
turning the state into his own fefdam,
hias also faced allegations of corruption
and questions about his vast wealth.
Tinubu wins election page &

FT View page 14

West presses UAE to halt suspected
sanctions-busting trade with Russia

e Fear of re-export of banned items & Trade in chips and drones soars & Gulf state says it is vigilant

SAM FLEMING

AND HEWRY FOY — BRUSSELS
FELICIA SEHWART

AND JAMES POLITI — WASHINGTON
SIMEQN KERR — AU DHABI

Western allies are pushing the United
Arab Emirates to halt exports of critical
goods to Russia as they seek to starve
Visdimir Putin's mililary of compo-
ments bo sustain s war sgairst Ulkraine.

Diffficials from the US, EU and UK hawve
in recent weeks visited the wealthy Gulf
state to spell out the wide ranging scope
of their trade restrictions, and to press
UAE officials to clamp down on sus-
pected sanctions busting, according to
peaple invalved in the trips.

The US government is worried the
UAE is becoming a hub lor the shipment
of itemns such as ebectronics that can be

US child labour viclations
jump in race to hire staff

Sratl shirtages have ked LIS companies.
o hire those once overliooked buf e
scramble Tor workers has also sparked
& 37 per cent rise in child labour lew
wiadations. An increase i The hisieg of
teenagers bo fill graveyand shifis has
coircitesd with b fise in employers
Touting Laws about when and where
mMiNGrs can worlk. Some sesm 1o be
Shiestenping aurhorisation processes
"Emplevers ane being apgortunistic
and careless, says one expert,
Employment exploitation - FAGE 4

Ome particular concern is so-called “re-
exparting”, where goods routed through
the UAE sidestep restrictions.

James O'Brien, head of the US alfice of
sanctions co-ordination, joined David
©Sullivan, EU sanctions envoy, and
David Reed. director of the UK's sanc-
tions directorale, on a Urip Lo the UAE
laest momth to press their case.

“Dur main request [to the UAE] is
that they stop the re-exports [and]

‘Part of the message for the
private sector — inany of
these countries — is that
they're playing roulette’

acknowledge these re exports are prob-
lematic.” said ope western official, sdd-
gz that “conversstions are continuing”™

Exports of electronic parts from the
UAE Lo Russia jumped more than seven
liold last year to almost $285mn, making
the category the largest type of product
shipped in that direction, according to
Russian customs data analysed by the
Free Russia Foundation.

The UAE exported 15 times more
microchips to Russia in 2022 than the
previoas year, with the trade jumping
from §1.6mn in 2021 to $24.3mn last
year. The Gull country also exported 158
drones Lo Rissia kst year, worth almost
$H00,000, according to the data.

The discussions with the UAE come as
western allies shift their focus from
unleashing fresh rounds of sanctions to

tightening enforcement and encourag:
img private sector compliance,

O'Sullivan told the Financial Times
last month that western countries had
picked up “unusual spikes” in Russia's
trade with some states. The allies are
watching the UAE, Turkey and coun
tries in Central Asia and the Caucasus.
The UAE is also seen &8 & favoured desti-
nation for wealthy Russians seeking a
place to shelter their assets.

US afficials want tounderline the con
sequences for businesses involved in
the flow of consunser goods
that can be used by the Russian military.
“Part of the message for the private sec-
Usese countries —is that
they're playing roubette,” said O'Brien.
“Anyone who's trading in these goods,
they now are subject to sanctions

Madrid says Ferrovial proposal to shift
its base from Spain is not ‘acceptable’

BARNEY JOFEON — MADRID

Ferravial, the Spandsh infrastructure
group and part owiser of Heathrow alr -
port, has trigeered a polithcal stomm by
progosiig to shift its head office to the
Netherlands after its founder raised
guestions over the business environ-
mvent in Spain.

“Idon't think it's scoepiable,” said Nadia
Calvifin, Spain’s depaty prime minister,
as several members of Use government
condemned Ferrovials move and sug-
gested that it was betraying a country to
wihich it was indebted. Calvifio said she
had “expressed my rejection of this
decision” on acall yesterday with
Rafac] del Pino, Ferrovial’s billionaine
chialr and the son of s Founder,
The Socialist-led coalition govern-
ment has made sttracting foreign capi-
tal a priority and secured several high-

profile investments but it remains
unpopular with Spanish corporate besd-
ers who dislike its tax policies, legal
reforms and criticism of big business.

Del Pino, who owns 20 per cent of the
€19bn company, said in January: 1
beliewe that we must o Spain back
inte an attractive investment desting-
vion and a magnet for the best talent,
and for this we need a competitive
labair [ramework and begal certainty in
all areas™

Calvifio sald: “This is a company that
owes everything to Spain, that has
grown thanks to public investments
limanced by Spanish citizens. It is an
emblem of our country.” Ferrovial's
decishon “seems to go against the inter-
estsand the image” of Spain, she added,

Explainkng its mowe, Ferrovial sakd In
& presentation for investors that the
Metherlands had a “stable begal frame-

work™ and triple A credit rating and was
already the "country of choboe™ for com-
panies with a significant presence in
Lot Europe and Uhe US.

1t said the mowe would align its corpo-
rate structure with its growing interna-
thanal profile, noting that it carned 82
e cent of Bt revenie outside Spain last
year. The company added that it would
[scilitate its plans to apply for a US stock
listirgg.

Ferrovial said it woubd meed to secure
sharehalder approval and wouald alm to
complete the move in the second or
third quarter of 2023.

It stressed that the recrganisation
“has been designed o keep employ-
ment, activity and investments in Spain
Imtact”, It also sald it would have “no
material tax impact for the group”,
anticipating criticism that it was trying
tovcuat its ta bill.
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because same af the goods they shipare
showing up onithe battleficld”

The UAE positions itself as » neutral
regomal power, balancing its dlose secu-
rity and historical relations with west
ern partners with increasingly close ties
with Russiaand China.

Drubai has long been the region®s re-
export hub. In a bid to tighten enforoe-
ment an such export hubs, the EU intro-

» Wall Street alarm over
ethical investing backlash
Big US asset managers, inclhsding
BlackRock, Blackstone and KKR,
havve wamned “divergent views™
om ESG investments represent &
threat to profits.— rase s

» Bundesbank in €1bn hit
Germany's central hank has said
high interest rates have dented
earnings from bond holdings and
future basses will threaten its
financial buffers — rage 2

» Call to ‘wipe out” town
Uktranationalist finance minister
Bezale] Smotrich has said a
Pabestinian town where scores of
Jewish settlers torched homes
should be “wiped out™— Pacs &

» Revolut account w:

The UK fintech’s auditor has said

bl vith the compaay's [T

systems mean there is a risk that

the bulk of its 2021 revenues were
“materially misstated™.— racs s

» Law firm clients cut back
Theree international firms have
said corporate clients have asked
for discounts or a postponement
of payments as budget pressures
increase.— FaGE &

= Adani dlaims $3bn credit
The Irnedian coaghomersie has teld
bondholders it has access toa
credit line as it tries to

fimancial concerns in the wake of
fraud accusations.— racs &

Datawatch

Tourism revival
Indernationsl lours! airheals as
a proportion of 2019 levels (XY

duced new measures this year
it to sanction individuals who help
Eurnpean companies evade sanctions.
“The UAE recogmises its critical rale in
saleguarding the integrity of the global
financial system,” a UAE official said.
“The UAE takes this responsibility
extremely seriously, and has dlear and
robust processes in place.”
Andriy Zagorednyuk page 15
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CHICAGO REFLECTS
DEMOCRATIC SPLIT
ON PUBLIC SAFETY

G.0.P. SEEKS ADVANTAGE

Divide in Mayoral Runoff
May Mirror National
Crime Debate

By JONATHAN WEISMAN
amd MICHAEL C. BENDER

CHICAGO — For nearly three
years, since the ebbing of the
George Floyd protests of 2020, al-
most nothing has divided the
Democratic Party like the issues
of crime, public safety and polic-
ing, much to the delight of Repub-
licans eager to center urban vio-
lence in the nation’s political de-
bate.

Mow, an unanticipaved mayoral
runcff in the country's third-
largest city between Paul Vallas,
the white former Chicago public
schools chief running as the
tough-on-crime  candidate, and
Brandon Johnson, a Black, pro-
gressive Cook County commis-
sioner questioning wraditional
methods of policing, will elevate
public safety on the national stage
and test how ugly the Democratic
divide might get in a city known
for bare-knuckled politics and ra-
cial division.

“0h, its going to he good”
Christopher Z. Mooney, professor
emeritus of political science at the
University of Illingis at Chicago,
said of the runoff contest, which
will culminate on April 4. “It's go-
ing to get pretty rancorous, and
underlying all of it will be the ra-
cial subtext ™

The mayoral runoff pits wo
Democrats against each other, di-
wided not only by ideology but also
by race in a city where racial poli-
tics have n prominent since it
elecved its first Black mayor, Har-
old Washington, 40 years ago.

A Republican hasn't controlled
Hall simce William H. “Big

1" Thompson keft office in 1931,
with an open alliance with Al Ca-
pone and three safe deposit boxes
containing almost $1.6 million.

But this years Chicago's elec-
thon will be watched by Republi-
cans intently. Crime has alveady
emerged as a potent weapon for a
G.OLP eager o win back the sub-
urbs and chip away at Democratic
gains among urban professionals.

It has also highlighted the Dem-
ocrats’ divide between a liberal
left that eodned the phrase “defund
the police™ and a resurgent center
insisting the party does "back the
blue”

In New York City, a moderate
Democrat. Eric Adams, har-
nessed the surge of violence that
hit cities across the country, exac-
erbated by the pandemic, to win

Continued on Page A 14

Shift in Mood
Puts Also-Ran
Ahead of Pack

Rises on Vow to Make a
City America’s Safest

By MITCH SMITH

CHICAGO — When Paul Vallas
ran for mayor of Chicago four
years ago, it did not go well. He
finished in a distant ninth place,
winning only 5 percent of the vote
and barely registering as an elec-
voral afterthought.

But on Tuesday, M Vallas, who
hammered a tough-on-crime mes-
sage on the campaign trail, fin-
ished well ahead of eight other
candidates in an election that de-
nied Mayor Lori Lightfoot a sec-
and term and made her the city's
first incumbent to lose re-election
since the 1980s.

Mr Vallas's strong showing re-
flects a much different electoral
mood in Chicago, where homi-
cides spiked on Ms. Lightfoots
watch during the pandemic, prop-
erty crime rates have continued o
rise and promises to crack down
have taken on a new appeal.

Across the country, even in lib-
eral cities, calls for more expan-
sive policing and harsher prosecu-
tion hawve gained political favor
Debates over those issues will
shape Mr. Vallas's runoff on April
4 with Brandon Johnson, who has
outlined a progressive agenda for
dealing with Chicage’s problems.

That matchup gives volers a
chaice betwesn two starkly differ-
ent Democrats: the younger, un-
abashedly liberal Mr John L @
county commissioner and f er
union organizer who is Black; and
the older, more conservative M
Vallas, a white man who is a for-
maer public school executive and a
wvocal supporter of law enforoe-
ment. M. Vallas has used a politi-
cal playbook similar o the one
that helped Mayor Erie Adams of
Mew York City emerge from a
crowdad Democratic field to win
the election in 2021

“Public safety is the fundamen-
tal right of every American: It isa
cml ngtﬂ and it is the principal

ity of government,” M
Uallas EQ said T‘uesda) night in a
speech, “And we will have a safe
Chicngn We will make Chicago
the safest city in America”

But on Chicage’s influential po-
litical left, the prospect of a Vallas
mayoralty has been met with fearn
derision and implications th‘\t he

is really more of a Republican
than the lifelong Democrat he
says he is.

“We cannot have this man as
the mayor of the city of Chicagn,”
Mr. Johnson, 46, whose campai
was lifted by an endorsement
from the local teachers” union, told
his supporters on Tuesday night.
“0ur children and families across
Chicago can't afford ir”

Mr. Vallas grew up on Chicago’s
South Side and is a familiar figure

Continued on Page A 14

Repudiation for Term ‘Latinx’
From Both Sides of the Aisle

By SARAH MASLIN NIR

When Democrats in Connecti-
cut introduced legislation to ban
the word “Latinx” from govern-
ment documents, they found
themselves with unlikely allies:
Republicans including Gowv. Sarah
Huckabee Sanders of Arkansas,
who barred “Latinx” from state
documents as her first official act.

Their reasons differ: Conserva-
tives argue that the word, coined
ahout 20 years ago as an inclusive,
gender-neutral term to describe
people of Latino descent, is.a prod-
uct of liberal “wokeism.” But the
hill making its way through Hart-
ford was introduced by sewveral
Democratic members of the Black
and Puerto Rican caucus. They ar-
gue, among other things, that the
Americanized word disfigures the
Spanish language and in doing so,
is an act of culvural appropriation.

Gender-Neutral Word
Has Array of Critics

The situation has made for
some of the oddest bedfellows in
the culture wars, Ms. Sanders,
who initiated her state’s ban in
January, said the term “Latinx"
was “ethnically insensitive and
pejorative ang " Around the
same time, she also forbade the
teaching of “critical race theory™
in Arkansas schools and the use of
TikTok on state-issued devices —
statements that have set the tone
for her conservative administra-
tion.

"One can o more easily re-
move gender from Spanish and
other romance languages than
ane can remove vowels and werbs

Continued on Page AI5

A QR code for customers to make instant payments at a roadzide vegetable stall in Mumbai Indla

Digital Payment, Not Cash, Is King Across India

By MUJIBE MASHAL
and HART KUMAR

NEW DELHI — The little OR
code is ubiguitous across India's
VasLness.

You find it pasted on a tree next
o a roadside barber, propped on
the pile of embroidery sold by fe-
male weavers, sticking out of a
mound of freshly roasted peanuts
on a snack cart. A beachside per-
former in Mumbai places it on his
donations can before I:u:gjnrullg
his robot act; a Delhi beg
fashes it through your car's w n-
dow when you plead that you have
no cash.

The codes connect hundreds of
millions of people in an instant
payment system that has revolu-

Scan-and-Pay Network
Accelerates Growth

of Economy

tionized Indian commerce. Bil-
lions of mobile app transactions —
avolume dwarfing anything in the
‘West — course month
through a homegrown digital net-
work that has made business easi-
er and brought large numbers of
Indians into the formal economy.
The scan-and-pay system is one
pillar of what the country’s prime
minister, Marendra Modi, has
championed as “digital public in-
frastructure.” with a foundation
laid by the government. It has

made daily life more convenlent,
expanded banking services like
credit and savings to millions
more Indians, and extended the
reach of government programs
and tax collection.

With this network, India has
shoam on a previously unseen
=scale how rapid technological in-
novation can have a leapfrog ef-
fect for developing nations,
spurring economic growth even
as physical infrastructure lags. It
is a public-private model that In-
dia wants to export as it fashions
itsedf as an incubator of ideas that
can lift up the world’s poorer na-
tions.

“0ur digital payments ecosys-
tem has been developed as a free
public good,” Mr. Modi said on Fri-

Continued on Page A8

Crash in Greece Kills Dozens
Combing the wreckage on Wednesday after a passenger train and a freight train collided. Page Ad.

SUPPORT EBBING
FOR KYIV'S FIGHT
AS MONEY FLOWS

U.S. TAXPAYER FATIGUE

Proponents Fault Biden
for Mot Shoring Up
Backing at Home

By PETER BAKER

WASHINGTON — When he
made his surprize wartime trip 1o
the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv last
week, President Biden reassured
that country with great confi-
dence that “the Americans stand
with you” But the guestion that
remains unanswered is: For how
ong?

For all of the president's bra-
wvado while he was abroad, the
politics of Ukraine back home in
the Unived States are shifting no-
ticeably and, for the White House,
worryingly. Polls show public sup-
port for arming the Ukrainians
softening while the two leading
Republican presidential candi-
dates are increasingly speaking
out against involvement in the
wear.

While the bipartisan coalition in
Congress favoring Ukraine has
been strong in the year since Rus-
sia’s invasion, supporters of more
aid fear the centrifugal forces of
the emerging presidential conpest
and growing taxpayer fatigue
with shipping tens of billions of
dollars overseas may undercut
the war effort before Moscow can
e defeated. And some of them are
frustrated that Mr. Biden has not
done more to shore up support.

The evolving dynamics were on
full display this week when House
Republicans, exercising the
power of their new majority,
pressed Pentagon officials at two
hearings about spending on
Ukraine, grilling them about
where the money is going and
vowing to hold them accountable.
Despite Mr. Biden's pledge, the
Ukrainian government has grown
concerned enough that President
Volodymyr Zelensky is rying to
=et up a telephone call with
Speaker Kevin MeCarthy 1o make
his country’s case.

Owverall. public support  for
Ukraine aid has fallen from 60 per-
cent last May to 48 percent now,
according to surveys by The Asso-
ciated Press-NORC Center for
Public Affairs Research. The
share of Americans who think the
United States has given too much
to Ukraine has grown from 7 per-
cent a year ago to 26 percent in
January, according o the Pew Re-
search Center.

And even supporters make
clear their commitment is not
without bounds. While 50 percent
of those surveved by Fox News
sald American support should
oormnue for “as long as it takes o
win,” percent said the time
frame should be limited,

“It's this way with every foreign
intervention,” =said Andy Sura-
ian. a Republican strategist whao
has advised two outspoken
publican voices against Ukraine
aid, Senator J.D. Vance of Ohio
and Donald Trump Jr. “In the first

Continuwed on Poge AL0

EPIC TANK BATTLE Russia was
routed in a three-week fight for
the town of Vuhledar, PAGE A0

Student Loan Case May Determine Reach of Presidential Powers

By MICHAEL D. SHEAR
amnd ADAM LIPFTAK

WASHINGTON — One of Presi-
dent Biden’s most ambitious pro-
posals — a 400 billion program o
forgive student loan debt for 40
million Americans — could he-
come the latest victim of a legal
tug of war with the Supreme Court
over the powers of the presidency.

Conservative justices on the
court signaled Tuesday that they
are deeply skeptical that Mr. Bi-
den has the power o wipe oot
such a vast amount of studemt
debt. In oral arguments, several
justices said they believed a pro-
gram that costs so much and af-
fects so many people should have
been more explicitly approved by
Congress.

It was not the first time the

A Ruling Could Curtail
Biden's Ambitions

court has suggested that Mr. Bi-
den overstepped his authority, but
the case has the potential to cur-
tail Mr. Bidens ambitions just as
newly empowered Republicans in

the House have vowed Lo block his
every move in Congress.

During Mr. Biden's first two
wears in office, the court has
blocked him from enacting key
parts of his agenda, including
sweeping measures to address cli-
mate change, wvaccine regquire-
ments at large companies and a
ban on evictions during the pan-
dermic.

Continued on Puge AIS
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urdaugh Jury Visits Scene

In a rare move, the panel saw the Sauth

BUSIMNESS B1-5
A Break on the Cost of Insulin

Seeking to quiet an outcry abaut exces-

Carolina estate where Alex Murdaugh's
wife and son were fatally shol, PAGE A1%

The Other Migrant Wawve
Undocumented immigrants, especially

from Mexico, are returning home after
years building lives in the LS, PAGE A13

sive pharmaceutical prices, Eli Lilly
sakd it would cap the monthly out-of-

pocket cost of the drug used by diabetes
patients at $35. PAGE Bl

Tesla’s Low-Key ‘Master Plan’
Elon Musk sakd his car company would
build a factory in Mexico and was work-
ing on more affordable vehicles. But he

il 1
ARTS C1-8

Back in the Limelight
Brendan Fraser, up for an Oscar for his
performance in “The Whale,”™ said the

INTERMNATIONAL A4-12

Kin ‘Wins the Throne
Bola Tinubu was declared the winner of
Migeria's presidential chection, but the

THURSDAY STYLES D1-6

A Most Stylish Editor
Margaret Zhang, an Anstralian-born
influcneer who was named to Vogue

SPORTS B&-7, 10

eountry remains divided, PAGE A part “gave me a salvatbon,” PAGE Cl did not reveal a new model, disappoint- China’s top post two years ago, doesn't
; ) College Scoring Mark in Peril*® ) ing some investors. PAGE B1 mind being underestimated.  PAGE DS
Schoolgirls Across Iran Fall Sick +Antnine Davis of Detroit Mercy is 25 A Bittersweet Victory
Hundreds have been hospitalized in points shy of Pete Maravich’s carcer Even as De La Soul's digital release of OFINION A22.23 | || "I ”I” | I|| |||| || .
more than 10 cities, and ofllicials suspect record, but he had two more seasons and its carly albums ccours, the group is
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Report: ‘Havana syndrome’ is not an attack A showdown

before the FBI's
Mar-a-Lago raid

BY SHANE HARRrs
ann Joun Hunsom

The mysterious ailment
known as “Havana syndrome™
did not result from the actions of
a foreign miversary, according to
an intelligence report that shat-
ters a long-disputed theory that
hundreds of US, personnel were
targeted and sickened by a clan-
destine enemy wielding energy
WEAVES IS B WER PO,

The new intelligence asoess-
ment caps a years-long effort by

Intelligence assessment
debunks theory about an
enemy energy weapon

the ClA and sewveral other US.
intelligence agencies to explai
why career diplomats, intelli-
gence officers and others serving
in TLS. missions around the
world experienced what they de-
seribed as strange and painful

Democracy Dies in Darkness

acoustic sensations. The effects
of this mysterious trauma short-
ened careers, racked up large
medical bills amnd in some cases
caused severe physical and emo-
tlonal suffering.

Many of the afflicted person-
nel v they were the victims of
deliberate attack — possibly at
the hamds of Bussia or another
adversarial government — a
claim that the report contradicts
in nearly every respect, accord-
ing to two intelligence officials
who are familiar with the assess-

ment amd described it to The
Washington Post.

Seven intelligence agencies
participated in the review of
approximately 1000 cases of
“anomalous  health incldents”
the term the government uses to
describe a constellation of physi-
cal symptoms inclnding ringing
in the ears followed by pressune
in the head and nausea, head-
aches and acute discomfort.

Five of those agencies deter-
mined it was “very unlikely” that

SEE REPORT ON A4

Aftermath of Greece train crash: Carnage, a res

ignation and an arrest

ALERAMORIS &y Rl XS FELTERS.

Rescue crews operate at the site of a head-on collision between a passenger train and a freight train in central
Greece that left dozens of people dead. The passenger train was traveling from Athens to Thessaloniki when it
collided with the cargo train late Tuesday. The country’s transportation minister resigned by midafternoon
Wednesday, and police said they arrested a 59-year-old station master, who has been charged with “causing
mass deaths through negligence™ and “caunsing grievous bodily harm through negligence.” Story, Ald

Remole work
in District is
‘serious’ risk.
CFO warns

BY MicHAEL BRICE-SADDLER

A cursory look around DOCsS
downtown  corridor  illustrates
Just how hard it wis battered by
the pandemic: Its sidewalks are
frequently harren, the high-rise
office buildings lining the strects
remain partly empty as many
workers opt to stay home, and
rmestaurants that survive on lunch-
time and happy-hoar traffic are
struggling to stay afloat. And the
eity is about to feel the long-term
financial ramifications of these
changes, according to recent pro-
jections from its chief financial
officer.

While sales tax revenue is in-
ecreasing and the city's tourism
industry is recovering — two ar-
eas of growth for the District
since its pamdemic restrictions
ended — the city is still reeling

“E REVENUE 0N Ad

NEW
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ing on train de

aillment in Ohio.

Rt‘puhh[ ans go after Bulligieg

DOT and high-profile secretary drawn into unusually personal dispute

BY YASMEEN ABUTALEE,
Lam DUNCcaN
AND JUSTINE McIDANIEL

Republicans are seizing on the
train derailment in East Pales-
tine, Ohio, t» tamp up their at-
tacks against Transportation Sec-
retary Pete Buttigieg, saving he is
promoting his own agenda at the
expense of families who are grap-
pling with a toxie chemical acci-
dent in their ard.

The Transportation Depart-
ment does not have primarcy re-
sponsibility for the cleanup, and
Buttigieg and his supporters are
firing back, suggesting the GOP
has other matives for its focus on
him. The secretary, who sought
the presidency in 2020, has taken
the unusual step of responding
directly to some of his crities,
including Sen. Marco Rubio (R-

SEE BUTTIGIEG 0N AB

LIE UG S D EATER PG ASSEEATED PPESS
Tramsportation Secretary Pete Buttigicg at the site of a train
derailment in East Palestine, Ohio, on Feb. 23, Crities have
claimed he has put his own agenda ahead of Tocals” nesds.

East Palestine: White House weighs economic aid for locals, AB

THURSDAY,

BEHIND-THE-SCENES
LOOK AT THE DEBATE

DO prosecutors” plan
seen as loo as combalive

BY Caror . LEONNIG,
DEVLIN BARRETT,
PERRY STEIN
AnND Aaron C. Davis

Months of disputes between
Justice Dhe| Nt Prosecutors
and FEI agents over how hest to
try to recover classified docu-
ments from Donald Tromp's Mar-
a-Lago Club and residence led toa
tense showdown near the end of
July last year, according to four
peaple familiar with the discus-
sions,

Prosecutors argued that new
evidence suggested Trump was
knowingly concealing secret doc-
wments at his Palm Beach, Fla.,
home and urged the FBI Lo con-

MARCH 2, 2023 .- §3

‘duct a surprise raid at the proper-
ty. But tan sendor FEI officials
whowould be in charge of learding
‘the search resisted the plan as too
combative and proposed instead
to seck Trumps permission to
search his property, according to
r people, who spoke on the

seribe a sensitive investigation.
Prosecutors  ultimately  pre-
vailed in that dispute, one of

several previously unreported
clashes in a tense tug of war
between two arms of the Justice
Department over how aggressive-
1y to pursue a criminal investiga-
tion of a former president. The
FEI conducted an unprecedented
raid on Aug. B, recovering more
than 100 classified items, among
them a document describing a
foreign government's military de-
fenses, including its nuclear capa-
‘bilities.

Starting in May, FEI agents in
the Washington field office had
sought to slow the probe, urging

SEESEARCH ON AS
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Alaska approval may be
paired with conservation
plans, White House says

BY Timorny PUuko

White House officials suggest-
ed to environmental groups in
recent days that they may pair
approval for a controversial Arc-
tie 0il project with mew conservie-
tion measures in Alaska, but have
failed to convince activists the
idea is an acceptable compro-
mise, according to three people
involved in or briefed on the calls.

The high-stakes talks involve
what some officials see as one of
the most consequential climate
decisions of President Biden's
term, a multibillion-dollar drill-
ing project called Willow. The

for aclivisls
discussions

administration can announce a
decision within days, and reject-
ing the project could lock the
administration into a costly legal
challenge and alienate key Alaska
lawmakers in Congress.

The compromise MeasuTes 1mn-
der discussion would include a
new ban on drilling in the Arctic
‘Decean off Alaska’s North Slope
and maore habitat protections for
wother parts of the state, said two
of the people familiar with the
talks, all of whom spoke on the
condition of anonymity to discuss
confidential  communications.
They added that administration
afficials are seriously considering
shrinking the Arctic praject to
Jjust two approved drilling pads, a
size so small that officials for
ConocoPhillips — the company
that has spent nearly five years
pursuing federal approval — have
suggested it would canse them to

SEE ALASKA OM AL

NBA star Moranl laces

allegations of violence

Police reports say plaver
repeatedly punched teen,
threatened mall guard

BY MoLLy HENSLEV-CLANCY

Ja Morant is among the bright-
est young stars in the NBA, witha
new signature Nike shoe, a top-
selling jersey and a team, the
Memphis Grizelies, poised for a
deep postseason run. But in a
string of incidents dating from
last summer, Morant and people
close to him have been aceused of
threatening and even violent be-
havior, aecording to previously
unreported police records ob-
tained by The Washington Post.

ALLBON DINNER, ASE0CKTED PRESS.

Cuts to food stamps The end of a federal
nie program could complicale grocery

pand

shopping for low-income Americans, Al

THE NATION

The leader of the feder-
al government’s person-
nel agency is facing
serutiny from lawmak-
ers over two hires found
to have a history of sex-
ual sonduwct in presi-
oaes johs, AZ

FAA nominee Phillip
Wishington Fuced sharp
questioning from Senate
Republicans who say he
is undqualified to lesd the
aviation agency. A9

THE CLIMATE
3 . States and cities are

pushing back against
eomservative efforts to
black banks and

ial investors that
factor climate risks inte
their decisions, A10

THE WORLD

t summer's “mon-
ster wildfire™ in south-
western France is still
smoldering after a
winter drought. A12
A Russian man i fac-
ing criminal charges
after his daughter drew
antivar art in class, part
of the nation's crack-

down on eritbeksm of the
war in Ukraine. 413

THE ECONOMY

The pay disparity
between the genders has
barely improved in the
past 20 years, with
wormen making 82 per-
comt of men's pay in
2022, ANS

EXi Lilly said it is cut-
ting insulin prices by

TO percent and capping
out-of-pocket costs at
35 a month. Avs

THE REGION

The fare-free Metrobus
program set to start in
July does not have
enough money, UG 's

ehibel finance officer
sakd. B1

Maryland officials
agreed to pay 7 million
toaman whowas heat-
enand 'ltfl pa

are expected to reach
peak bloom between

22 and March 25,
onal Park Serv-
i annonnced. B1

STYLE
Fox News attorneys are
arguing that its come-

seen the filse clection
clasirs as plaunsible. C1

INSIDE

Last sumamer, in an encounter
that has not been previously re-
ported, the head of security at a
Memphis mall told police that
Morant “threatened” him during
an altercation in the parking lot,
leanring him alarmed enough that
he filed & police report. A member
of Morants group shoved the
director in the head, he told po-
lice. No arrests were made, rec-
ords show.

Four days later, Morant repeat-
edly punched a teenage boy in the
head during a pickup basketball
game at Morant’s house, the boy
todd paolice. Morant and his friend
struck the 17-year-old so hard
they knocked him to the ground
and left him with a “large knot™
on the side of his head, according
to & police report narrative

SEE MORANT ON A2

LOCAL LIVING

Four myths about
peer pressure
Parents can halp thair
haEs learn how to make
healthy choices.

STYLE

That '90s glow

R clothing designs
and American Girl dolls,
decade's looks retum. C1
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Suspect
in hate
crime
‘was on
radar’

Chief Moore says the
FBI overlooked the
man accused of
shooting two Jews.

BY RICHARD WINTON
AND L1IBOR JANY

A man charged with the
hate-motivated shootings of
two Jewish men in Los Ange-
les was on the FBI's radar
before the attacks, Los An-
geles Police Chief Michel
Moore said.

In the year bhefore the
shootings, Jaime Tran had
been charged with carryinga
loaded firearm and was in-
westigated after threatening
and racist messages were
sent to former dental school
classmates, according to
court records and inter-
vlcwc,

Tran slipped
thrOu‘Eh the FEI's threat-
tracking system despite sug-
gestions that he posed a con-
siderable, and perhaps
deadly. danger remains
under investigation by the
FBI, said Moore and other
officials.

In adeparture from local
law enforcernent leaders’
usual reluctance to publicly
guestion the actions of fed-
eral agencies, Moore made
his remarks at a Los Angeles
Police Commission meeting
Tuesday.

“He was on the radar. if
you will, of our FBI partners
in what we call a "Guardian
lead® because of hate-fueled
remarks or emails that he
was sending to former class-
mates of a dental school
which he was attending.”
Moore said.

Moore said that Tran, 28,
had been the “subject of
mental health evaluations

[See Suspect, AD]
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Fresh snow poun

AMBLERLEE BARDEMN shovels her drivewsay in Big Bear Lake. Mounds of
snow have made it nearly impossible to get around by car or on foot.

Photogrupns by BRIAN VAN DER BRUG Los Angeies Times
A DOCHK on frozen Big Bear Lake. Some residents were trapped at homes in the mountain resort town after another week of snow.

ds mountain towns

Communities from Lake Tahoe to
Lake Arrowhead struggle as crews
across state race to clear highways

By NATHAN SOLIS,
GrRACE TOOHEY
AND BUMMER LIN

Another week of pound-
ing snow has deluged many
of California’s most popular
mountain resorts and com-
munities, from Lake Tahoe

highways and
dwind]jng food supplies.
Crews across the state
worked desperately to clear
roadways as more snow fell
overnight amid a blizzard
warning that had been in
place since Monday. Record -
breaking snowfall forced Yo-

semite MNational Park to
close, and emergency offi-
cials pleaded with people to
stay home and avoid the
roads, The deteriorating sit-
uation spurred Gov. Gavin
Newsom to declare a state of
emergency in 13 counties.

The Sierra was particu-
larly hard hit, with all the
major roads to Lake Tahoe
closed and reports of at least
one  200-yard-wide ava-
lanche.

Some had no choice but
to stay put.

Many residents re-
mained trapped in their
homes in the San Bernar-
dine Mountains on Wednes-

[ Sew Smow, AT]

COLUMN ONE

'l hese icons are turning

100 and still look fabulous

Hollywood sign. Coliseum. Biltmore Hotel.
Angelus Temple. 1923 gave birth to them all.

08 Angeles, you're gonna need a

blgger cake.

By Patt Morrison

Some among the others: The Disney
Brothers Cartoon Studio in East Holly-

AT A recent armes fair in the Mudcasl.. the offerings
From Ukraine included an electronic warfare system.

RYAN LIM AFF/Grity Images

Shasta
dumps
voting
machines

By JEssICA GARRISON

SACRAMENTO —
Swept up in unproven voter
fraud claims, the Shasta

So many singularL. A land-
marks and institutions made
theirdebuts in the year 1923

wood set up shop, the nucleus of an
aesthetic, a technigue, an insanely rich
international empire of imagination.

County Board of Supervi-
sors has upended the coun-
ty's election process, cancel-

that celebrating those centennials really
means something larger and more pro-
found in the L.A. origins story than sim-
ply lighting up a few hundred candles.

e year 1923 amounted to a civic “Big
Bang.” a pinpoint event whose rever-

berations reach us today.

To the first and the best known: Let’s
sing the birthday song to the Hollywood
sign, built as a massive, ultimately ram-
shackle advertisement that became as
unmistakably L.A_ as the Eiffel Tower is
for Paris and the Statue of Liberty is for

New York.

The Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum
opened in 1923, a hometown project that
assumed international renown, & venue
for one, then two, and now soon to be
three Olympic Games.

The gilded and marbled Beaux-Arts
Biltmore Hotel rose that year to lord over
Pershing Sguare like a glamorous Van-
derbilt debutante; its own legend holds
that the Black Dahnlia drank perhaps her
last drink here, and that the fan-besieged
Beatles arrived perforee by helicopter,
landing on the roof,

Up in Echo Park,

[See 1923, A12]

Russia’s big boost
to business of war

Conflict in Ukraine
has energized global
arms trade as demand
soars for weapons.

By Nanian BuLos

Davin McNEw Getty Images
WHAT is now the Hollywood sign began life in 18923 as the Hollywoodland
sign advertising a real estate development. It's now a symbol of LA,

ABU DHABI, United Ar-
ab Emirates — There's al-
ways an element of the sur-
real at arms fairs. You catch
it in the chipper tone of
salespeople hawking new in-
struments of destruction; in
the euphemisms — “de-
fense"™ instead of “warfare,”

“Weapons plal.rorm.s" rather
than “guns" — sprinkled

throughout glossy bro-
chures; in the mini-lesson
given by a jovial ex-soldier
on best practices for op-
erating an antitank missile
System.

MNow, theres the added
frisson of Europe’'s biggest
terrestrial armed conflict in
decades — namely, Russia‘s
invasion of Ukraine, which
has made one thing clear:
Nothing invigorates the
business of war like awar.

The combat in Ukraine,
now in its second year, has
jacked the global arms

. fueling a new appetite
for materiel not just in Mos-
cow and Kylv but also

[See Weapons, Ad]

ing its contract with Domin-
ion Voting Systems and opt-
ing this week to pursue,
among other options. the
possibility of counting votes
by hand

Superv]scr Kevin Crye,
part of a newly empowered
hard-right majority on the
board, also announced at
Tuesday™s board meeting
that he had been in touch
with MyPillow Chief Execu-
tive Mike Lindell, a promi-
nent pro-Trump election
conspiracy theorist, about
supporting a pilot voting
system in the rural Northern
California county.

On the same day, in
another Republican-con-
trolled county 400 miles
south, Kern County supservi-
sors narrowly voted to keep
Dominion as the county's
voting system. but not be-

[See Shasta, AT]

‘Havana syndrome” not linked to foes
U.8. intellipence agencies find no evidence any ad-

versary was behind

hundreds of cases. NATION, A5

Trim back LAPID
duties, union says
Officers group is ready

to let others do unarmed

jobs. CALIFORNTA, B1

Drugmaker will
cut insulin prices
The list cost for some
Eli Lilly products will
drop 70%. BUSINESS, A8

Weather
Sunny and warmer.
L.A. Basin: 61742, B6

Printed with soy inks on g%
partially recyeled paper. T o

Il!s 44"00200“
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ciencia La Peninsula, refugio de
los humanos en la glaciacion ms 1 9.

L B

} portucaL Una juez paraliza el complejo
turistico de Sandra Ortega

El Gobierno presiona contra la
salida de Ferrovial a Paises Bajos

Calvino carga contra la empresa y expresa su “rechazo” a la deslocalizacion

CARLOSE. CUE / MARIA FERNANDEZ

Madrid / Vigo
Miixima tensidn por la salida de
una de las grandes comparfiias es-
pafiolas a un territorio de la UE
de baja fiscalidad. El Gobierno
cargd ayer contra el anuncio de
Ferrovial, multinacional de la
construccidn y las infraestructu-

ras, de que trasladari su matriza
Paises Bajos La vicepresidenta
Nadia Calvifo llamé a Rafael del
Pina, presidente de la compafiia,
para expresar “el rechazo a esta
decision”™. En el Ejecutivo sentd
especialmente mal el argumento
de la compaiiia de que en Paises
Bajos tendri mayor “seguridad ju-

ridica™. Las fuentes consultadas
aseguran que el Ejecutivo estudia
medidas de presion que se afia-
dan a las duras criticas politicas:
el Goblema, en contra del argy-
mentario de la empresa, cree que
la fiscalidad es la razdn principal
de ese cambio, por lo que Hacien-
da escrutard tndo el proceso de

deslocalizacion; se evaluari, ade-
miés la posibiliad de explorar el
minimo resquicio legal que su-
pondria poder demostrar que la
sede holandesa seca mas ficticia
que real. El PP culpd a Sinchez de
la salida y avisé del resgn de
“efecto contagio”. Picses 3839

Enmorme =y La mhisus 30

Algunos vagones destrozados por e -:cidarlada ayer cerca de Larisa, en el centro de Greda. /awess serarsns (spnsemssss

Al menos 38 muertos
en el choque frontal de
dos trenes en Grecia

Dimite el ministro de Transportes entre
criticas por el estado de la red ferroviaria

H. ARBIDE AZA / A LITSARDAKIS
Lesbos / Evangelismos

El pear accidente ferroviario de
la historia de Grecia causd ayer al
menos 38 muertos v decenas de
heridos. Un convoy con 346 pasa-
jeros y 20 tripulantes, que viajaba
de Atenas a Tesaldnica, chocd
frontalmente con uno de mercan-

cias cerca de Larisa, en el centro
del pais. Segiin los primemos infor-
mes, el tren de ros tomd el
carril equivocado. El ministro de
Transportes. Kostas Knramanlis,
dimité en medio de criticas por
el estado de la red ferroviaria en
un pais sometido a ajustes tras el
rescate de 2010. Pamas 2v 3

Los sindicatos
exigen subir
los salarios
un 13.8%
hasta 2024

CC 00y UGT proponen
ligar los aumentos al
beneficio empresarial

EMILIO SANCHEZ HIDALGO, Madrid
Los sindicatos CC 00 y UGT se
proponen lograr en los convenios
un aumentn salarial del 13 8%
que empezaria conun alza del 5%
correspondiente al pasado afia
un 4.5% en 2023 y un 375% en
24, Ademis, plantean que las
cliusulas de revisién, que permi-
t©n compensar la inflacién real,
se vinculen también al margen de
beneficios de las compaiiias, se-
gin un documento conjunto di-
fundido ayer. La CEDE dijo que
estudiard la propuesta “con dete-
nimiento” y se abrié a ligar los
sueldos a los beneficios. Picma 43

La Fiscalia
recurre cientos
de rebajas de

penas por el
‘solo sies st’

REYES RINCON, Madrid
Los fiscales han presentado “cien-
ws” de impugnaciones contra re-
visiones de penas a agresores
sexuales por la ley del solo s es si.
Solo en Madrid se han recurrido
62 dec isiones de la Audiencia Pro-
vincial. Aungue los tribunales
han bajado penas en unos 700 ca-
sos, el fiscal general, Alvaro Gar-
ciaOrtiz, lo rechaza cuandola pe-
na impuesta entra en las honqui-
llas de la nueva ley. Phgea 18

Ahorra hasta un

70%

Smart Solar

...Vivas en una casa o en un edificio.

El general del
‘caso Mediador’
guardaba 61.110
euros en una

caja de zapatos

G. VEGA s 0. LOPEZ-FONSECA

Las Palmas / Madrid

H general retirado de la Guandia
Gvil Francisco Espinosa Navas
—considerado uno de los cabeci-
lla= de la trama corrupta del caso
Mediador junto al exdiputado so-
clalista José Bernando Fuenies—
atesoraba en su domicilio 61110
euros ocultos en unacajade zapa-
s, seglin el auto de la jueza que
loenvib a prisién.  Picsus 14416
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Tema del dia » Tono confrontativo y reivindicacién del kirchnerismo

Fernandez ataco ala Corte y dijo que
estamos “sustancialmente mejor”

El Presidente hablé dos horasen su
cuartodiscurso de apertura de sesiones
del Congreso. Se describid como mode-
rado frente a sus adversarios del kir-

Presencia simbolica

Rosatti y Rosenkrantz
fueron al Congreso para
representar a los jueces.

Conflicto abierto

La oposicion advierte
que si no hay consensos
no habra sesiones.

|_Del Editor |

Héctor Gambini

Eltltimo discurso
deun presidente en
su burbuja

chnerismo duro, pero abrazd el discur-

sodeCristina Kirchner sobre el lawfa-
re, criticd al periodismo diciendo que
los medios esconden las buenas noti-

cias sobre el Gobiernoy atacd ala Corte
Suprema con una virulencia con pocos
precedentes. Acusdal Tribunal de "to-
mar por asalto” al Consejo de la Magis-

Un toque de atencidn para
la solucién argentina de los
problemas argentinos

BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA - PRECIC: § 300,00

traturay castigd a los jueces por la cau-
telar que ordend restituir los fondos
que lequitdla NacionalaCiudad de
Buenos Aires.r3

LA CRISIS ENERGETICA

Un gigantesco apagon afect6 a 20 millones
de personas en medio de laolade calor

Un incendio de pastizales bajo una li-
neaque llevaelectricidad entre Campa-
nay General Rodriguez provocd una
cascada de desperfectos en el sistema
eléctrico que dejd sin energia a seis mi-
llones de hogares en todo el pais duran-
tevarias horas. Fue el segundo apagdn
mas extenso de la historia luego del que
ocurriden 2019y quedaron desconecta-

REPUBLICA ARGENTIMA, ARD LXXVIL, N° 21748 - PRECIC EN

TARDE DE INFIERNO

O fuelatemperaturaalas
16 en CABA, cuando co-
menzo el corte.

dasdel sistema integrado la central atd
micade Atucha [y Central Puerta. En

LA CABA Y GEA CON 2ONAL: § 220,00 - RECARGD ENVIO AL INT

ERIOR § 50000 - PRECID DE LOS OPCIOMALES, EN EL INDICE DE

medio de la ola de calor que afectd a to-
doel Centro y el Norte del pais, milesde
industrias, comercios y hogares queda-
ron paralizados. Las zonas mads afecta-

das fueron la Capital Federal y el Conur-
bano, la provincia de Buenaos Aires, Cor-

doba y Mendoza. El episodio muestrala
fragilidad del sisterna en momentos de
altademanda.r.2e

LA PAGINA 50,

Martin Bidegaray
Unincendio

pusoenjaque
todo el sistema
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B5
Com uma colisdo,
MNasa desviou
trajetoria de um
asteroide em 2022

CleCa
Estreia o suspense
'‘Desaparecida)
que se passa em
telas de computador

C10
Parque da Nintendo
na Califérnia recria
universo do Mario
Bros em atragoes

Hasa /fohing Hepking /Reuters

O asteroide antes de ser
atingido pela sonda da Nasa

QUINTA-FEIRA, 2 DE MARCO DE 2023

R$ 6,00

Petrobras anuncia lucro de
R$ 188 bi, recorde no pais

Alta em 2022 foi de 76%; governo quer atrasar votagao de MP sobre combustiveis

Beneficiada pela alta das co-
taghes internacionais do pe-
troleo e com margens mai

ores na venda de combus-
tiveis, a Petrobras anunci-
ou ontern gue fechou 2022
com o maior lucro anual ja
obtido por uma empresa
brasileira: R$ 188,3 bilhdes,
76,6% superior ao de 2021,

Com a marca histdrica,
a estatal teria de distribuir
mais RE 35,8 bilhoes em di
videndos, mas a nova gestao
propds aretencio de R$ 6,5
bilhdes em uma reserva es-
tatutiria, gue serd avaliada
em assembleia. As gquanti-
as destinadas acionistas
sdo alvo de criticas do PT.

Antes do anuncio, Fer-
nando Haddad (Fazenda)
disse que os lucros das petro
leiras "sao exorbitantes”, em
defesa da taxacio de 9,2% s0-
bre as exportagies de dleo

medida apresentada com
areoneracio dos combusti-
veis para compensara tribu-
tacdo menor ao consumidor.

Emmanuel Ferndndez, Clarin

APAGAO EM VARIAS REGIOES DA ARGENTINA ATINGE CERCA DE 40% DA POPULACAO

Clientes escolhem bebidas em mercado as escuras em Buenos Aires; incéndio em linha de transmissao perto da capital foi apontado como causa Mundo a16

Jairo Malta

O trabalho escravo
permanece

nas entranhas
brasileiras

Opinido A2

Governista é eleito
presidente da Nigéria
Bola Tinubu, 7o, substitui-
ra Muhammadu Buhari.
Com apenas 37% dos vo-
tos, ele terd de superar a
desconfianca do eleitora-
do e uma grave crise eco-
ndmica no pais mais po-
puloso da Africa. ais

Orgdo veta uso de
animais em testes
de cosméticos

Cléncia BS

ATMOSFERA

Sao Paulo hoje

Oh  6h 1Th 18h 2&h

Escravizados no RS relataram
levar surras e choques elétricos

Trabalhadores resgatados de regime andlogo & escravi-
dio em Bento Gongalves (RS) contaram em depoimentos
as autoridades que também houve episddios de violén-
cia com uso de spray de pimenta e mordidas. Mercado A21

TCU apura acao ilegal do Fisco
contra desafetos de Bolsonaro

O Tribunal de Contas da Unido investiga acesso sem moti-

volegal, em 2019, de dados fisc

igilosos de rivais doen-

Sig
tao presidente da Republica. Caso pode levar & demissao
do servidor que chefiava inteligéncia da Receita. Politica A4

Sob temor de uma der-
rota, aliados do presiden-
te Luiz Indcio Lula da Sil
va (PT) consideram atrasar
Ou mesmo evitar que a me-
dida provisoria para a reto-
mada da cobrancga de tribu-
tos federais sobre gasolinae
etanol seja votada no Con-
Hm?;.‘il"}. Mercado AIT ¢ ALB

EDITORIAL A2
Vitoria
parcial

Lula acerrou no essencial
a0 retomar a EE!X'JI,‘{‘.U d:’!
gasolina. A vitdria, no en-
tanto, foi manchada por
uma medida abilolada que
revela o quanto ideias ar-
caicas e temerdrias encon-
tram abrigo no governo.

Gestdo Lula cria
condi¢bes para a
corrupcio, diz Moro
O ex-ministroSergio Moro
vé riscos caso ocorra flexi-
bilizagdo da Lei das Esta-
tais, que classifica de "rea
¢aoao loteamento exacer
bado que foi constatado na
LavaJato™. Em entrevistaa
Folha, nega elo com o ex-
-presidente Jair Bolsona-
ro e defende o juiz Marce-
lo Bretas. politica A12

SP estuda 5 areas
para alojar vitimas
da chuva no litoral

O Governo de SP avalia
cinco areas indicadas pe-
la Prefeitura de Sao Sebas-
iAo para construir mora-
dias aos desalojados pela
chuva no litoral norte. Os
terrenos ficam no bair
ro da Topolandia, no cen-
tro da cidade, na Vila Sa-
hy, que teve mais vitimas,
e em Maresias. cotidiano B3

Divulgar vacinacio
de ex-presidente fere
lei, afirma Satide

Politica A6

‘Machosfera’ evita

ateé sexo por crer em
opressio feminina

Movimentos que se dizem
oprimidos por suposto ex-
cesso de leis que priorizam
mulheres, como no divor
cio e guarda dos filhos, re-
comendam até celibato co-
mo protesto. A “machos-
fera” emergiu apos Thiago
Schutz, “coach de mascu-
linidade”, ameacgar a atriz
Livia La Gatto, cetidiano B4

EDITORIAL A2

Longe das encostas

Acerca de verticalizagao
no litoral norte de SP



« Sans la liberté de blamer, il n"est point d"éloge flatteur » Beaumarchais
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TREIZE BUTS LA «PLEIADE » : DANS LES COULISSES
POUR L'ETERNITE D'UNE COLLECTION DE LEGENDE

PAGE 10 NOTRE SUPPLEMENT

NIGERIA »
Bola Tinubu prend
la tete d'un pays
€N CTise paces
ISRAEL
Netanyahou
contesté
sur plusieurs s : sy :
A De Roald Dahl a lan Fleming, de Jane Austen a Disney, les ceuvres des auteurs disparus
fronts paces
sont aujourd’hui retouchées et affadies pour complaire aux diktats d'un nouvel ordre moral.

SNU
Sa possible - ) I . "

3 i i ¥ A revelation de [a reecrifure CEan i minorites, ne chez Lhisney sc parenid aver- vres de | auteur de Chariee el da

Enel—ahsatlﬂn I lat de | 3 I"égard d k L hez I 3 P td’ de "aut: de Charlie ef | = QUAND LA WALT DISNEY
g 7 RS des ceuvres pour enfanis de  vaste opération de toilettage a  tissements  avant  diffusion  chocolaterie, ses avanis droii COMPANY TRAQUE
fait polémique race= I'écrivain britannique Roald  donc été orchestrée, pour pointer «'influence né- ont vendu un catalogue LES «REPRESENTATIONS

Dahla provoqué un tollé mon-  De lane Austen a lan Fleming, faste» de certains de leurs d'ceuvres désormais plus NEGATIVES =

DROGUE dial. En cause, I'action des  auvcun auteur disparun'est dé-  contenus. Morale el gros sous @ = convenables = 3 la plateforme - FRANCK NEVEU : « LEUR
Saisies historques wsensitivity readerss, char-  sormais a "abri de ce genre de  derritre ce mouvement se ca-  Metflix. [l 5'agit aussi de ripoli- ~ OBJIECTIF EST D'ARRIVER

a i q gés de traquer des termes pou-  pratiques. Pas méme les des-  che aussi une affaire financie-  ner pour plaire au plus grand A UNE PENSEE UNIQUE »
sur le territoire vant étre «offensants= & sins animés classiques, qui  re. Aprés la réderiture des li-  nombre dacheteurs. PAGES 28 20 ET LEDNTORIAL
francais en 2022
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Jean Alesi : «Quand
vous conduisez une
Ferrari, vous devez
Eagner » paceu
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44 sénateurs
«Les
chroniques
dEugénie
Bastié

et de Luc Ferry
= L'analyse de
Philippe Gélie
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Dans le Pacifique, les Etats-Unis
se préparent a un affrontement

avec la Chine

Le ballon chinois abattu par les Etats-Unis a ravivé la tension entre Washington et Pékin. Théitres principaux de cette

confrontation, les océans Indien et Pacifique sont désormais réunis dans un méme ensemble stratégique. PAGES4ETS

EDITDRIAL par Etienne de Montety edernontetyElefigarodr
Cachez ces mots...

gatha Christie retitrée, Roald
Dahl réécrit, un vent mauvais
souffle sur 1'édition. En cause :
des maots jugés infamants,
«negre », mais aussi «gros=» ou
méme «sacrétaire =, en clair toute descrip-
tion tenue pour dépréciative. Chez les édi-
teurs, des «sensitivity readers» changés de
menager ke lecteur accomplissent une étrange
besogne au nom de 1« inclusivité =,
Que leur importe que le principe méme du
conte soit de forcer le trait pour instruire le
jeune lecteur. Roald Dahl, maitre du genre,
pratiquait la caricature et "outrance burles-
fue pour faire rire, « Castigat ridendo mores »
[+ il corrige les moeurs en riant =), telle était
ladevise de la commedia dell*arte. Cette plai-
sante pédagogie est inacceptable pour une
ocertaine mentalité moderne.,
Il ¥ a un siecle, on aurait appelé cette folle
pratique de la censure. Aujourd'hui, on en
fait une ceuvte de bienfaisance : il s"agirait de
preserver les esprits fragiles. Tout est juge a
I'aune de la sensibilité contemporaine dans
oe qu'elle ad’excessif et de ridicule.
Le respect de I"ceuvre originale n'est évidem
ment pas I'affaire de ces parangons de bons
sentiments. L'anachronisme consistant a

dissocier I'ceuvre du contexte socioculturel
ol elle fut écrite ne leur fait pas peur. Cou-
pons, régcrivons. Pour eux, la littérature doit
etre un manuel déducation citoyenne, Le
réel est-il complexe, déplaisant, blessant?
Cachez-le, lui et les mots pour le décrire, je ne
SAUrAis les voir...

Hier lady Agatha, Conrad et son Négre du
Narcisse, rebaptisé Les Enfants de la mer.

o Aujourdhui Dahl
La littérature et lan Fleming
ox lOI’E passés au lami
P . noir de la « sen-
les recoins sibilité», an ris-
de la nature
humaine

qued’en ressortir
< propres: et in-
sipides. La lirté-
rature @ moins
pour but d’edifier que dexplorer les recoins
e la nature humaine, Certains sont magnifi
ques, d'autres hien inquiétants, formant un
portrait contrasté de 1'homme, mais c'est
ainsi : les grands romans agissent comme un
mirodr pour ke lecteur,

Abrasifs, gringants, peut-&tre brutaux, mais
tellement plus  instructifs qu'un  chef-
d’ceuvre remanié par des « lecteurs» demeu
rés au stade de Oui - Oud au pavs des fousts. B

=-AID:ll:lc-:!l.:):D(-Ell:Ml‘lﬂ-Cz:l’hr_ﬂl-ﬁ A0 € B A0 - G0 A0 - LU : 550 o - MAR - IF B - MTOOGELF 400 € - PORT.CONT 4,30 € REU 450 € - TN : TL00 P SSn min Sa52

T MECALUX

SOLUTIONS _AUTOMATISE'ES
POURENTREPOTS INTELLIGENTS

Lomoeinzo

Gérard
Larcher :
«Le Sénat
ira au bout
du débat sur
les retraites »

Alors que Pexamen de la ré-
forme des retraites débute ce
Jeudi au Sénat, le président LR
de la Chambre haute assure au
Figaro qu'il fera preuve de
« responsabilité » aprés 1"échec
des débats 4 I'Assemblée. Gé-
rard Larcher défend aussi les
modifications apportées par
les sénateurs LR, concernant
notamment les meres de
famille et les seniors, tout en
défersdant le nécessaire équili
bre budgétaire du systeme.,
PAGES2ET3




In anew light

Dedicated craftsman makes palace
lanterns, preserves tradition UFE, PAGE I7

THURSDAY,March 2, 2023

Solutions to resolve
Russia-Ukraine
conflict discussed
with Lukashenko

By CAD DESHENG
odeshenpiehinadely com.cn

g callsl an

President X Jin
Wity fi political settlement
of the Russia-Ulkraine conflsct, urg-
ing relevant countries to stop their
attemmpes to politicize the giohal econ-
oy and meake earmest efforts to con-
tribuirte o a cense-fine and peac=il
resolirtion of the criss.

Xi mwde the remarks in talks in
Beifing with visiting Relanasian Pres-
idemt Aloander Lukashenko, who
staried a three-day stabe visi 1w Chi-
I Tisesiay.

e two presidents pledged 1w
strengthen bilsteral cooperation ina
wide mnge of ficlds and exchanged

views on the ongoing Ruossia-
Ukraine conflict,
Thiy signed a joint statement an

Farther developing the all-weatler
comprelensive strategic parinership
bt Clyinia and Bekauris, and wit-
nesas] Lhe g of an array of
bilateral coOperation dociments in
the feelds of the ecomonmy and trade,
Inchestry, agriculture, customs, sc-
ence and technology, health, tour-
Ism, sports and subnationalbevel
elladworatiog.

Reganding the Ukrxine crisis, Xi
il that Chinak [stion on the
eomsstent aml dear, with
g e talkis at it crire

He stressed the need toadhere oa
political setthement of the crisis, aban-
don the Cold War mentality, respect
the legitimste security concems of all
conmikries, aned strive to build a bal-
arwed, effective and sustainable secu-
rity architesture in Earogse.

Relevant countries should  stop
ieiitig the global eoor
using it as a wol, and instead do
somiething Lt i comducive b ceas-
ing hostilities and help find & pesce-
Pl resolution of the crisis, Xi said.

On Friday, Ching issued & 12-point
pasition paper an the political setthe-
mient of the Ukraine crisis

Lukashenko said that his conntry
totally agrees with and supports
Vs position and a proposed
resettlement  of  the
. which are signifi-
cant to resolving the crisis.

Om bilateral ties, Xi sabd that
agalnst the backdrog of increasing
Instability and uncertainties in the
international landscape, China
stands ready to work with Belams
tos adlvance the high-level, healthy

EX-TE

Xi: Peace talks key to end crisis

President Xi Jinping shakes hands with Belanesian President Alexander Lukashenko at the Great Hall
ol the Peogile in Beijing on Wednesday aftar they signed a foint staternent on further developing the all-
waather comprehensive strategic partnership. FENG YONGEM / CHIKA DAILY

and stable development of the
cauntries’ relations,

China-Belars  friendship s
wnbrenkahle, and the Bwo countries
should constantly enhanes politi-
cal mutal trust and treat each oth-
erasairue friend and good pariner,
hee said.

Xi appreciated Belams” finm sup-
part for China’s position on the Tai-
wan question s well as issues
concerning  the  Ninjiang  Uygur
TN region, the Homg Kong
Specil Administrative Region aml
T rights.

Hessanid] it both coantries should
support each other in parswing
development path of their own
choice and in upholding their own
core interests, and oppose external
imterference in domestic affairs to
safequard both countries’ sovercign
il political security.

STABLE ECONOMIC
POLICIES LIKELY
TO REMAIN

~ %

Rebound to be consolidated amid
external challenges, experts say

By ZHOU LANKLU, ZHANG YUE
and CAUTYANG SHLTIA

hina is expected te main-
tain  stable Macroeco-
nomic policies this year
with optimized structur-
al support w strengthen its eco-
nomic rebound amid lingering
external challenges, according w
economists and polley advisers.
With the annual two sesskons
approaching. markets are closely
witching how the nation will ¢
= fiscal and me
when the coun
Tegislature and tog polit
ry body meet.
Headline policy targets such as
annsl G growh, the Gscal dedicit
inflation and employment will be

%depth

unveiled at the meetings, which
come at a critical junctare as China
pursues high-quality development.

Achileving stable, sustainable eco-
names growth will be vital for the
mstion this vear.

In Oetober, the 20th Mational
Congress of the Communist Party of
China determined that the con
five yenrs will be cricial for getting
the country’s efforts to build a mod
erm socialist country in all respects
off toa good start.

Sor Economgy; poge )

Xi callex] for expanding ecomomic
1 tradle crsipsTati Hetween the
twer countries and promoting the
Wugilelingg oof the China- Belaras Indus-
trial Park.

Chima appreciates Belarus sup-
porting the Global Development
Initiative and Global Security Initi-
ative, and is willing to strengthen
eonndination and eooperation with
Belarus within the multilsteral
framewnrk, including the United
Mations, to jointly cops with global
ehallenges, he e

Lukashenko said Belams  will
always staned with China and firmly
supports Chi in safegarding it
come inferests.

He commended China's important
rode in upholding workl peace, say-
ingy Belarus is ready to boost coordi-
mation with China on major
international and negional

Train collision

and work together to promoete
regicnal amd ghohal security and sta-
hility:

Thefiare the official talks, X held a
grand welpoming  ceremony  for
Lukashenko a1 the Great Hall of the
Peopile.

Lukashenko's visit comes as Chi-
na works toward economic recov-
ery  after the counirys top
leadership announced on Feb 16 o
“major, decisive victory” in the
fight against COVID-12. It also
tukes place at a time of inerensed
tensinne between the West and
Russia and the West and Belarus
over the Russia-Ukraine conflict.

Lukashenko also  met  on
Wednesday with Frember Li Eeql-
ang and L1 Zhanshu, chalrman of
the Standing Committee of the
Matlonal People's Congress, the
PGS b begiskatre.

Police and emergency crew members look bor survivors on Wednes-
day in the wreckage of a rail car inllowing & head-on collision
betwaan a passenges train and & treight train rear the town of

Teampss in Greecs late on Tussday.

The accidsnt et af [sast 36 Ded-

ple dead and B5 njused. The death toll k= expectad o rise, atficials

Sl SAKIS MITEOLIDIS ¢ AFP See Stary,
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Biased mentality

US Houssa panel's ‘tough stance"
on China may escalate tensions
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General secretary sets out
new vision for Party schools

By XUWEL
P chinnkel o meen

Xi Jinping, genesal secretary of
the Communist Party of China
Central Committes, underined on
Wednesday the unwavering origi-
nal mission for Party schools to
ivarbe talent for and contribise
wisloin & the CPC, as he 4 okt a
neEw vision foF the institutions’
clevelapment in thee new e,

Xidelivered the remarksata cel-
ehration in Beijing marking the
ooth founding anniversary of the
Party School of the CPC Central
Committee — the Pariys highest
education institution — and the
apeing ceremony of the instit.
RS DU Spriig semester,

The: celebimtion was also attend-
el by Cai Qi and Ding Xuexiang,
members of the Standing Commit-
tee of the Political Burean of the
CPC Central Comimitbes, and pre-
sided over by Chen Xi, president of
the schoal.

Xi, who is also Chinese presi-
dent and chairman of the Central
Military Commission, wrged the
institutions to hold high the ban-
ner of e Pary, carry forward its
will and migsson,
overall work of the

He urged Party s
wvate officlals tallored to the needs
of the CPC and contribute opin-
fons and suggestions om the
mapor Issues that are of concern
kot Party.

The unpigme valne of Party
sehonls lies in the cultivation of
et fisr thse CPC, amd these insti-
EuItONE st make proactive son-
tributions o the cultivation of
beading officials who are capable of
shouldering the responsibility of
national rejuvenatbon, Xi said.

He underscored  theoreti

accammplishment as the cone
of the comprehensive quality of
officials.
For officiale, the more frmly
they grasp Marxism, the stronges
their political jidgment, mder-
stamding and implementation of it
and the more proactive
they will become in observing the
curment situation, planning devel-
apent and preventing and defis-
ing risks, he explained.

]

X3 callesl Party schools “melting
pots” that can build up e Party
consciousness of officials, saying
that these institutions must guide
officials 1o keep Improving their
bevel of thinking and morality and
dewelop  the comect  outlook
toward power and what it means
i periortn well aid faiitain e
prolitcal clarmcter of COMMIniss,

The institutions @St Sep up
efforts o foster the fighting spit
andl eapacity of offickals and help
them enhance their abilities in
preventing risks, tackling diffieul-
thes, responding to challenges and
resisting pressures, he sakd.

The gesieral secretary nrged Par-
&y schoals B0 excel in theoretical
e b i 1 with salti-
tions, saying that the institutions
must  provide  high-quality
research ouicomes o help with
the decision-making of the Party
Al Eovernment

As a key frontier of the ideclogi-

cal work of the CPC, Party schoals
st publicize the propositions of
the CPC and refute various falla-
cies and heresies in & tangebed
mEnner ad remain prosctive in

Xi enlled on Party schoole o
abide by the strctest political, aca-
demic, teaching and mansgement
standards, and serve as a deberrent
against misconduct. 8 melting pot
o build up Party consciousness and
i bellwether in terms of exercisng
strict governanee of the Party

Tt is impuartant. for P [
at various bevels b m
highest standards of training for
their students, e said.

X4, who served as the president
of the Party School of the CPC Cen-
tral Commitiee from November
BT b0 Dece ot 2002, attaches

Sinee he was electod general see-
retary of the CPC Central Commit-
e in 2002, Xi has on 1) occaskons

addressed the opening of study
sessions for offecials al the prov
cial and ministerial levels hosted
by the institution, and addressed
andthaer six sessions for youns and
middle-aged officials,

Nation maintains solid
momentum for growth

By DUYANG SHITIA
ireegp gt iy o o

Ch ecolMIiC  activity,
Anchuling i Botly the manuscr
ing and services sectors, expanded
for & second siraight month in Feb-
ruary, offering the latest snapshot
of China's solid growth momentum
amic] signs of recovery,

Officiale and analysts said the
broad-based improvement in both
seetars points oo gradunl normsli-
antion of activities and the ao

shakes off the OOVID-1S impact

ard ison Lrack fora steady
despite global headwinds

Thelr comments came a5 data
from the Mational Bures of Statis
tics shavwerd ot Wisdnesday that the
purchasing lagers itdex for
Chinas ifacturing  sector,

ries, surged to 526 i

from 5001 in January. The reading
was well above the S0-point mark
that sepamtes growth from con-

namanufacturing
ich trucks potivity in the
amd constmction sec-
February from

services
Lors, rose bo 58
Sk in January.

Few Chinllook, paie 5

Rural minors addicted to
cellphones, report finds

By 20U SHUD in Beijing
and ZHOU LIHUA in Wihan

Mobile phone addection has
becomme an acute problem amoeng
il children” in China’s
cording o a recent
ressnrch report, which recom.
mends the inclusion of cellphone
management courses in school
curriculums. W teach students
how dependency on the gadget

can be harmful for them.
“Left-behind ehildren® isa gener-
al term used to refer to raral ménares
wihvase parens work i urban ares,
and they are ooked after by their
grandparents or other relatives.
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